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Karun irrigation. Repeats telegram to 
joverumeit-of India, Roseian Minister 
has informed Dutch Minister that ‘his 
Government havo no objection to an inter- 
national and nowpolitical Company 





| 
Conch Hrigaie, Thaanits Menorndum 
iy alta) Aiact mardi the present | 
Batioctiey conan of 


Refors to Part V.No2t7. ‘Trane | 

fom Vervian Government clin 
ie noverignty over. Has ado. 20 
ec ioam viagra 


Pifty Persian soldiers have let for 
falék Sih, ew 


Opposition of Vatiaht to the reform move- 


Poa Meeps Not Trap 
‘ewo. Reports addressed Tis Majesty's 
iva Sereno to ls Aljst 
Goosil “at Bushize on copailities of 
Paht-i-Kuh os district for the purchase 
‘of ules, and on the military position o 
Gevaert 
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‘Arms for Seistan. Refers to No. 6, ‘Trans 
mits correspondence between Mr, Grant 
‘Duff and the Grand Virior relative to the 


Meshed-Seistan telograph, Refers to Part 
‘VIE, No, 207. Transmita note addrossod 
by Mr, Grant Duff to Persian Government 
of ean iat th, Rasa ore tan: 
ERE Stan cd of hen 

otigeahle delay in messages since line | 
parsed into Russian controls 


‘Bis arrival at Tebran.. ‘Transmita Memor 
dum by Mr, Churchill of the formalities 
observed and presents given. 


Anglo-Russian undorstanding. Résumé of 
‘conversation with Minister for. Foreign 
‘Adare, who exprosnos opprohension at» 


Anglo-Rosvian negotiations. Concerti 
Tih Russian Mita repeating | Tran 
nits telegram addressed, His Majeaty’s 
Convular officers. instructing them to 
Aeaist from ancient rivalry. 


Doctor for the Bakhtiar! Khans. ‘Transits 

report by His Majesty's Consul-Goneral at 
Dushiro on question of appointing, with 
totes on the doctors at presont, practising 
jn tho Bakhtiari country and tho diseases 
provalent there esos 


National Assombly. Refers to No, 65%. 
‘Opening cormony -. ++ 


Reform movemont. ‘Transmits despatch from 
“His Majesty's Vieo-Consul at Resht on the 
anifortation in that town se 
‘Anglo-Russian understanding, Growth. of 
ublio opinion in Persia, which ehould bo 
Feckoned with 


Reform mover 

His Majesty's 

on the 

refugees in the Cons 
playod by the Valiahd 


‘Health of Shab, Sorions condition of, ‘Trans- 
tits two reporta by Dr, Scott. 





ry. Transtite, List of 
pal Ministers and! Governors 


Ango-Bunsian negotiations. French 
vee dou we 

fd. freneh 

facta maters 


be per cent, 
aka comprin 
‘rould bo better to fix 
ment F 


Conrersation | 
Foreign Affairs 


that tin nto a 
Persia were th eet 
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Tnnperial Bonk of 
ersia 





Sir Spring Rico «| 81977 
aps Secret 


‘To Sir A. Nicolaon ..) 425 /Tel. 


‘to Sir C, Spring: Blew | 190 Tel. 


Mr. G, Barelay 


‘Buphrates and Tigris 
Sean Navigation 
Company 


Persian ‘Transport 
Company 


‘Meniorandum com 
rauieated to. Por 
tian Chargé AC 
fares 


MMe. @, Barolay 








|Ock 20, 1905 


22 





‘Turco-Persian frontier dispate, Refers to 
No. 94, Instructions to Russian Ambss- 
fedor at Constantinople =| 


tn of fatorest for joint adrasee, Trans 
ats of Memoranda, from vir fr 
Be ay stating Roman Govera- 
Fone MT percent 00 BE, 
Pee ean a 


Foreign 

have 

Constantinopl 

tion 

Joint advance, Refers to No. 169, Date on 
ick instructions were, seut to Russian 
Miniter in Tehran authorizing him to 
make theadvance + 


Tien contract Refors to No. 126, Cb 
sa cer in ‘Tehran has been authorized 
wonge ra na 
Joint advance. Communieation reeived 





fs to Rassian intrigues for & larger loan | 


‘oint advance. Refers to No. 184, Should 

ink uasian Government if they agree 10 
aafition t cootract asked for by Peraian 
Guvernment. His Majesty's Government 
Grioroppettoe we 


‘Advance to Voliahd. Refors to No. 185, 
Tor tbe present unnecessary to, tention 
Tnatter tg the Bank, Money cannot 
tgiven while Shab stil Hives 


to, Refers 10 


arun_navigatio, Company 
Kar yiatns wih the Mouin-l- Test 


tion, Relations of Euphrates 

‘Steam Navigation, Company 

Sih, Mouin-eleTejar. Request that His 

Majesty's Goverament should direct atten- 

tiobof Perian Goverment to fact Cal 
considera mulated 

all of 





‘Arms for Seistan Consulate, Refers to No. 
sil, Necosity for importing <- 

‘morco-Porsian frontier, Tas spoken to 
ce al Mitr or Forig| 
{fairs who stated that recourse to good | 
Qihees of Great Britain and Russia was | 
‘duit in principle 
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‘ToSir 0, Spring-Bice) 161 


‘To Treasury 


Sir A. Nicolson 


rian) 


80, 


<-(Confidential} 80, 


282 Tel 





828 Tel. 








Advance to Valishd. Refers to No, 165. 
‘Necessity for and desirability of an Anglo- 
Russian agroement with regard to + 


Complaint, of Persian Government gainst 
Tks Majesty's Consul at Shiraz, Transits 
Noses ene er atc 
oan to Valiahd. Propossl to make a joint 
‘vance wih, Roses of not moro tan 
100,000, 10 the Valahd to, ceoico his 
teousion, Government, of India to 
‘advance 50,0002, provided. Treasury. will 
goarantes lal thig somes 
‘Turco-Persian frontion digpnte, Russian 
Government have informed: Wim that 
Hee TH, Heras 
anstantnople. ase. agreed to) givo 
ately 1 Grand Viser a Memoran- 
tim proposing mediation, bat mention- 
{ag no definite tino Bi ead 
Jointadvance, Refers to No. 104, Rusian 
Minter at Teta in es ator 

I date of repoyinent at ono, yout, with 
three oma noise Thin fre fom 
Persian proposal, Tn oto agree? 
Jan frontion, Miniter for Foren 

fore sant with rogard to. tho 
fitution, and. bas expressed: thanks for 
{Food oes of His Majesty's Government 


Angl-Rusian yogotinionn, Should te 
iy et tat Hi ajo 

expec ros to bo, 
striae aon 
wou, be include! a ine propose 
ofeach of the Powers should” Und 
‘alr no o eae or catia nneo 
Wor datects bordering on) tho -oors 
Pe aE Gea 
Maden tar Rao tN 
ate Objection of Ln Maen Govern- 
‘hen te Memoranda from the Hsien 
Government reepeclng s+ 


Jointadvarce, Refers vo No.168, Rasalan 
Minister authoriad to agro to condition 
that repayment, may bo demanded on 
three oaths’ notice, aftor one yoar's 
Oise ie 


Meaod-Seitan lino, Reto to No, 9. 
Director of Telegraph Department states 
fag ls fn ag aah 
ce tra wena om of roping 
heed on pots would bo SO,00L 


‘oiut advance, Refers to No.175., Author- 
ies him to necept proposal of Russian 
Governments, seve 


Noticeable delay it 
thas passed into Russian control 
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‘To Sir 0. Spring-Rice 


++) 286 Tot, 





297 Tel. 


Nov. 2 1906 








338 
ry Conf. 


so) 280 Tel, 
[Gonitentiat 


+ | 208. 


‘to Sie C,Spring-Rice 170 


Oct. 29, 





oul | 


Guaranteeing it + 


Karun naviga x 
Telations of Buphrater and Tigris Steam 
Navigation Company, with, Sfoin-ut- 
‘Tajjar. . Authorizes him to instruct His 

‘Consuls in vense desired + 


Karun irrigation. Transmita telegram to 
Vicoroy respecting +. +] 


Meshed-Seistan line, Has. explained to 

Minister for Foreign Affairs that there 
Tuas beon  diatinet modiiation of status 
Gi iG 08 er ad 


Anglo-Russian nogotiations. Refers to No. 

177, Has. impressed upon Minister for 
Foreign AMfairs necessity for progress in. 
AM. Tsvolaky fears dificulties, both from 
his Government and from Germany «+ 





Karun irrigation. Sheikh of Mohammerab 
‘desires to form a purely Persian Company, 
and requests loan of Major Morton am | 
expertadvier e+ a 


‘Turco-Porsian frontior. Turkish Commis 
isioner has demanded Laban as frontier, 
whieh has been refused by Persian 
Government ce 


Advance to Valiahid. Trane 
for observations (see No. 19 


M, Iavolsky’s visit to Berlin. Conversation 
I tavolsky of the Anglo-Russian 


Vii ‘ad Minit et 
recourse to goo 


Korum irrigation. ‘Transits telegram from 
{ Tndia, Danger of Karun 
tinder foreign control «+ 


‘Anglo-Russian Agreement. Conversation 
Meith Germats Atabassador respecting atti 
tude of Germany ‘ 


opal 
Pirie freer hau a 


n. Transits No. 167. Re- 
alan Transport Compatiy with 
rejar,_ Should make representa 





tious in wense de 


Date. 
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‘To Sir 0, Spring-Rice 


‘To Persian Transport 
Company 


Sir 0, Spring-Rice .. 


‘To Imperial Bank of Confidential 
Persia 


Persian 
Company 











Nov. 6, 1908 





Loan to the Valli. Refer to No, 178 
“Agree. to guaranteo half the amount ad- 
Yanoed by the Government of India, and 
prefer this arrangement to. tho alternative 
Suggested by the Secretary of Stato for 
Talla (600NG, 190) s.s 


Anglo Taming nogotitons, | ers. to 
fo, 194, M. Tavolaky 10 longer fears 
interferenco df third Powers. His atti- 

fade at Berlin satisfactory -s4 


Health of Shah, Chango for the worse, 
Tussian doctor sleeps. in Palace, and 
German specialist expected 4. 


‘Advance to Valiahd. Refers to No, 171. 
6,004, will bo plac ois, order on 
death of Bhali, Conditions as to wecurity 
td ater anc a for on of 1808 an 


Karun navigation 
‘Majesty's, Minister at 
formed of their rolations with tho Mouins 
alTojar ee a 


‘Advance to Valiahd, Refers to No. 199. 
Tnquiros if Ho should concert with Russian 
Mi Russian Bank at ‘Tabrooz has 
80,000 in reserve forse eee 


Loan to the Valiabid. Joint advance. of 
100,000, will bo mado with tho, Russian 
Government on the death of the Shal 
‘Tho British portion will bo held. in read 
ness by the Accountant-General: of tho, 
Tod Dien er parent to than. to be 

ld at ‘of His Majesty's: 
Minister ewe reat 

Loan to tho Valiatd, ‘Transmits No, 197. 
“A request. for paymont of 60,000 to the 
iperial Bank will bo made to thom 
the Shah's death eve 


‘Advance to Valiahd, Refers to No. 201, 
structions havo been sent to Manager in 
‘ohiran to hold 50,0002 at disposal of His 
Majesty's Minister <6 4s 


Bakhtiaei Road, Necessity for «full report 
on Sugxeet on of ei ler ald 
foconnpany Ca ier in his inspec 
temol tha task i 


Joint advance. Contract not yet eigned. 
“Mollabs raising: objections to"... 


Protection of Shiraz road. Danger of dis- 
turbances ny death of Shah, Repeats 
telegiain w Government of India. 


Protection of Shiraz roa, No. British nub: 
Sots botweon Shirazand the ea,» Sending 
troops would entail expense and dificalty 
Of transport ay Seer 


Joint advance. Rofers to, No, 164, ‘Trans. 
‘mits, correspondence with M. Goubustoff 
relative to modifications in the eontract | 
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‘Turco-Persian frontier dispute. Refers to 
No 114 trail eteminae from 
jovernment stating arrangement 

‘rived at between Russian and British | 
eatatives at Constantinople relative | 

to the form of mediation to be offered. 


Anglo-Russian negotiations. Conversation 
‘with, Ate Tavolsky, who. fears opposition in 
the Cabinet, and apprehension of German 
interference may delay a settlement. 
‘Transenite. letter fr ry Attaché 
gee rere of Be Cee of tbe 

jeneral Stall oe ee 


Meshed-Selstan line. ‘Transmits Memo- 
andum to. Russian Government giving 
reply of His Majesty's Government to 
their proposals ssw 


Attitude of Germany towards the Anglo-| 
Russian negotiations. Conversation with 
German Ambassador, who declares Ger~ 
many has ni desire to place any obstacles | 
in the way rf = i) 


Attado of Getmnay towards the Ankle-| 
Ruslan nogotiations. Has informed M. 
Tavolsky of his conversation with the 
Gorn Ambassador. M.isvolskykreatly 
Tolieved, and hopes to continue the negotia~ 
tions without interruption 


Meshot-Sentn tlograph th 
‘er prope rh shoul 6 
Satan ia ik 
Hie tual ender unt contro. 
fens noi soojly of Tso 


Meshed-Solatan line. ‘Transmits telexra 
from Governwent of Tula, concurring 
attitude of Tia Majesty's Government 
ro(garding « A ay eg JEL! 


Shire Governorhip. Hefers two No. 14. | 

‘Shi-esSaltaneh removed from bis, pst | 
tn incapable ofl sepite | 300 
Porous Have taken refuge in, tolegraph | 
hice.” Has made unoficial protest...) 


advance. Contract uot yet signed, 
‘National Assembly object 9 4.) 


Bativin evstoms, Trunsmits correspondence | 

Tpeween Government of lodin and Major 
Cox. regarding the adainistration of, 
‘Shuikh fefoses to Tease them to Goven- 
mentofInia eee 


Babrein customs, ‘Transmits telegram 10 
Viceroy, dated 7th instant, relative to. 


Halal Idland, Have no information as 10 
political status of, Consider that its ex- 
posed situation would render it useless as 
‘S conling station i A 
Sointadvance, Refers to No. 2044, Minister 
Yor Foreign Adfaits bail boar of the 
‘opposition of the Mollabs to. He did not 
Genie to press the money ou the Persia 
Govermment.. + 
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14, 


4, 


15, 


15, 











‘Meshed-Seistan fine, Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs hopes to give a reply to British 
proposaisshortly.:- s+ =| 


‘Joint advance, Popular movement against 


Shirase, Approves action reported in. No. 
FIV ics te 


Gorman tig of Hain, Tenens ere, 
Spondence respooting refusal of Sheikh to 
‘rant nsjuostof German trader fo fly ++ 


Sinz Governorhip, Ha sent jet 
note with Rasslan Minister protesting 
Against the proposed change ++ 


Joint. advance, National Assembly, have) 
‘asked for a week's delay before coming 
toadocision with rogardto + 


Joint advance, Concors fn Test paragraph 
fo Nov215, Popular opposition increas: 


Bakhtiari road, Refors to No. 204, ‘Their 
otter forwarded to Tehran for observa: 
tions 0 ig Ma Ks 





Anglo-Russian nogotiations, Refers to No. 
‘Transits draft, Agreoment for 
fication to Ministor for Foreign 


wistan ling, Mf. Tayolaky has asked | 
Mi. Harewie fue information ns to a joint 

He hopes to. roply before tony 
ollrtigh proposals v6 veo 


Decoration for Valiatd, Conours in ari 
Thonts advanced in No. 7, and soguesth 
rufermncs Ut, Petersburgh ve ++ 


Soincagsoes Ann of Fanny tt 
ivular opposition i trong: against, Ob- 
Feu elo on instru of Persia 
Ghenmetss ae ee 

Gorernor-Genoral of Fars, Aliod-Dovleh 
‘reatled in ate of, joa representations 
Hig wil protably_ bo suceaued: by. Tato 
Mision of! the: Vatiahd, Change. due to 
Palagolitegues ee) 


tg man at Tabs lr 
i ae” Concur in propa 9 approve 
Ar, Wass futon ant theule A. 
RT ioe eae ee 


Decoration for Valiald, Refers 0, No.2 
“iis Majesty's Government cousider fuel 
‘a stop iuopportane, in view of slate of 
Stasbeak we 

Joint advance. Popular opposit 
alan Shah i snking rap 
{gues of Court party. a 


Messrs, Lynchis road, Difference between 
Toads constructed in North and South’ 
Persia, ‘Theo possible solutions of the 
ditieaity 
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Mr. Baroy: 


‘Oct, 28, 1906 | New lav relating to jurisdiction in civil and 


frimipal cases in which foreigners are 
Snvolved. Reasons why it is desirable 
that His Majesty's Government should not 
acceptit mca mate 


Nov, % | Karunirgston, Befers to No.99, ‘Trans: 

wats gote to Ferdan Gorerancat. Tatler 
Bits they have no tenon of granting & 
Gonceedde to a foreign Company, a i 
eat nei fog neers ate 
Fe rete MleiratcTupr wants 
Nien Moron’ wo act ar adviser 10.8 
Peis ae Re ml 


Robbery of Legation messenger. ‘Transmit 
note to the Als-es-Sultaneh informing of, 
{iatter bas sent urgent instructions for 
the recovery of thebags + 


Nizam-ed-Dowleb. -'Tranamita joint note | 
from His Majesty's and United States’ 
Ministers, protesting against the appoint- | 
went of Ut Named-owldh tow post in) 


Joint advanes. Refersto No.46, Negotia- 
is resulting in the araft contract, Ques- 
tion of guarantess, ate of interest, &. | 


French Minister. Friendly attitude of 


Refagees in Ty Majesty's Logation and 
isshten Acuon taken to ascourage 
Paption from takiog “bast?” Cons. 
{Qoonces avo. ‘beens disappointment of | 
Aunciae party and considerable toss of 
[ural ch hem Sesame os. al 


‘Tureo-Pereian frontier, ‘Transmits Memo- 
randug by Colonel Douglas, with map. 


Montbly summary, ‘Transmit P| 


Mesbel-Sentan’teegmphs Miter for 
Foreign Affairs states be cannot yet reply 
to proposals of His Majesty 
Dut is considering ques! 

‘cordous. Opinion as to inten 


Joint advance. Oppositiou raised by the 
Crees by 


‘Mollabs to. M, Isvolsky trasts Persian 
“Assembly will not prove troublesome, but 
‘considers Persian Government will ot 
feck money elsewhere o i 


Mesbed-Seistan line, Me Tavoliky_deais 
har to replace the instruments as they 
ween Jel wonton tr on 
Mls quo. He bas promised to reply ax 
tee wa eosaled tho Dpartieats 
concerted ee 


eine advance, Referato No. 237, sian 
‘Government have alwys tacilysdnited 
octoms of Southera Persia atd Persia | 
Gulf os guarantee for moiety advanced 
Thy His Sajety's Gavernsient, but aot 
owed Bundot AblasLirjaid ites.) 


‘Tureo-Persian, frontier, Persian Commi 
isoner reported to have proposed Kandil 
Dazh ag frontier; which bas teen rejected 
bby Turkish Comission 5 
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Mosbod-Seistan ine, Refers to No. 310% 
rok usin pop “ost Lore, 
tion already fox monopoly 0 
os forest KulicMatieSiah oxton- 


Bahrein customs, ‘Transmits telegram from 
Government. of India, dated 17th, re- 
opecting +. Cece 


‘Meshed-Seistan line, Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs bas suggested a compromise on 
ines of No.7 


spose to et 

Minister for Foreign Affairs agrees that 
Persian Government should not be forced 
‘to accoptadvauce 4 


Kerbela, Vall of Bagdad has been removed, 
‘and Porte has consented to 8 Mixed Com- 
mmission of Inquiry evs 


‘Turco-Persian frontier depute. Turkish Go- 
‘ernment havo propo Moai at meeting 
pine of Boundary’ Comin, Farad 
Joverament would prefer Souboulak 


fine, Russian proposal for 


YValiahd, Refers to No. 280. Shah has 
moned Valiahd t ‘Tehran, Court 
party sid to come to terms with him 


Anglo-Russian nogotiations. Conversation 
‘With Russian Charge d@AMuires, Progress 
Of, Questions of Dardanlley and Far East 


Joint advance. Persian Primo Minister, hay 
‘expresso his willingness to sign loan con 
tract without waiting for tho Assembly to 

ive its consent. M, Iavolsky wishe to 
fear views of His Majesty's Government 


Moshed-Seistan lino. Refers to Nov 247 
Tuas Goverment ave nto proposal 
HA cela I ear 

Sentvan, Hao to Np 296, ni 

‘iowson props to dargand O1poH 
Sooo keenly aoe 


Joint advance, Refers to No, 250, Tas 
talogragiied to Sir O. Spring-Rico for his 
‘observations ‘ ee 

t v8 to No. 256, Advise 
ability of making it withont consent of the 
‘Assembly, Considers th two Logations 
should adopt a waiting attitude until cit 
fetnstancen force Persians to accept offer, 
Chief of Russian ‘Bank ia independent 
coinunication with Minister of Finance. 


Joint sdvango. Meters to. No. 200. 
Aout tng be alt met 
resigned, and Have. begun, paying 
Top Thuy! aro oped to. foeigh 
Hei 
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Memorandum by Mr 
ed 
‘To Sir A, Nicolson | 450°Tel. 


Sir 0, Spring-Rice ..) 958/Tel 


Sir A.Nicolson «+ 


Mr, G. Barclay 


Sir 0, Spring-Rloo «- 


‘To Sir H. Howard «| 


‘Sir 0, Spring-Rico ..) 964 Tel. 


‘Sir A. Nicolion —-.| 907 Tel, 


‘To India Ofice | 








Dec. 8, 1908 


8, 


% 





‘Tareo-Persian boundary question. Reviews 
Thistory of question, 1883 t0 1906 = 


Soin sdvance, Us Majety’s Government 
i ae eet aN 90) 


Poyment of Persian troops. Is being met 
"Fy. public subscription. Cosescks aro 
i ely. Advises an atti- 

Meshed-Seistan telograph. ‘Transits aide- 

vadnoire froas Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

ihking “propos fr oranges at 

Fittculy.” Conversation with Minister 

for Foreign Affairs respecting main- 

tenance of status quo. ‘Thinks proposals 
referable to return to status yuo ante ++ 


‘Foint advance. NM. Isvolskyy desires to learn 

‘Vows of His Majesty's Goverument 1s to 
Youratility of making, the loan without 
he consent of the Persian Aaserably =» 


Draft Agreement, Has handed it to M- 
Twvolsky, who fears it may be considered 
iba division of Peraa, but will study it | 


Anglian, vogaition Genrer 
nyith German Ambassador regarding Ger- 
Tran attitude towards, and towards 
HHossian Railway Concessions in North 
Poria, Attitude of Russian public opinion 
towards Bogdad Railway, Batablishment 
ff German bank in Persis ve 


purcorVersin (rontions Refers to No.2 

Fe ha, consent o the Common 
Tere oe Mow daring the winter, and 
Haug ad tbat ik should delist the 
wn Ae Frontier ne, to which the Porte 
has pgreed + . ” 


sana i Fertn Greet ig 
ns, Leen Cat ae 
so Riagar i ay 
i Sti, te de omg 
aii, shits lie | 


Yaiahds Tax eon spied with money | 
Mint arias by Russa, aad is on bis way to 
sala myn bya Nuss oe | 

“Arrival of Vatishd, On bis way, accom | 
panied by, oops. Constitution stil un- 

signed, Shah's health worse se 


Joint advance. Popular opposition sil un; 
fished, bate internal Toan esnoot 
wile a 


Karun irrigation, Netherland Minister bas 
“expressed the hope that His Majesty's 
Gavernmient will consent to the scheme « 


Health of Shah. Not expected to live 
hrough the night =. s+ * 





desirability of not pressing advance 
Sn. Persian Government, and consider 
atin sbould be informed of .. ++ 


Jtanriots ‘Vransmits No.270. Sugmests 
hat Sir C. Spring-Rice sbould 90 looger 
Thset on expulsion of ringleaders wt fre 





igrant of land for Consular hospital 


‘Joint advance, Russian Government agree | 
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208 


208 
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Mesbod-Seistan line. Transmita telegram 
from Viceroy rogardng plntgon which an 
Understanding. srith Kuselan Government 
Goudberechel ws) 

‘Arrival of Valiahd, Shah better. Shon-es- 
Saltaneb wishes to. take bast!” in His 
Majesty's Legation 6. se 


Joint advance, Refers toNo.276. Requests 
his opinion on Russian proporal.. + 


Jointadyance, ‘TrapsmitsNo.276, Requests 
‘their views on Russian proposal to furnish 
vance without consnt of Assembly, 
Gnd toinform Valahd,, =e 

Princo Naloom Khan, Views of, on yoneral 
ituation. Looks to His Majesty's Govern 
feat (0 save Persia from ruin. Gorman 
fluence at Tehran... | 

Health of Shah, Improvement in 4| 

oint advance, Refers to No, 276, With 
Togpel to quelon of whan offer 

Tnforming Valiahd, cousiders tho atti- 
tule of reserve abonld be maintained by, 
oth Lagations: cL at 


Meshed-Seistan telegraph. ‘Transmit telos 
{gram from Viceroy, Averago number of 
telegrams passing’ monthly 0 | 

Joint alvanco. Refers 10 No, 276, Miniss 

ir as instructed 

Teusalan Minister at Tehran to aot in hare 

mony with Sit G. Spring-Rico” ++ 


Joint advance Thstroctions to, Russian 
Minister protably emanated from the 
Fines Deparumen, Sad Aza 
ot yet mad formal demands, Communi: 
ation wo Valahd inopportuue .. ++ 


Ramourod Tusio-German oyrooment about 
erie, German Legation havo received 
s-eyplior despatch 


Russian Legation, 
‘made for twenty Cossteks 


Tolnt advance, Kefors to No.264, Russian 
‘Governiueat have been informed that His 
‘Majesty's Government concur in this + 


Joint, advance, Refers to No, 284. May: 
fnform. Iussian Government that Hts 
‘Majesty's Governizent concur o 


Joint advance. ‘Transmit No, 284 for their 
lwervations.» se 
Joint advance, Concurs in No. 292 
Romoured Russo-German arrangement, Ros 
fers to Nos 288, Dos not believe in, but 
will make inquiries 2s, 
Joint advance, Refers to No, 286, Acti 
‘of Hossian, Minister. Russian Financial 
‘Agent has bad an aidience with Valin 
f" popilar objection is. strong, Sadr- 
‘Azam will not ask for alvauce .. + 








hah) 
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Joint advance, Refers to No, 291. Minis | 

ter fot Forcixn Affairs hus telegraphed to | 
TRusian Minster at ‘Tehran to act in 
farmony with his Britis colleague.) 215 


Mosbed-Seistan_ line. No_ trees St, for 
raph poles are to be found south of | 

Bika One wires safest for the | 

frallo. Russian officer inspects ine once | 

F voir, Communication ean always be] 

ti Siby te Rommcs ceo] 218 


Seistan escort, Government of India are 
pending ten sowars as increase of «| 216. 


Persian Minister in London. Appointment 
‘Of the Mobtashem-es-Sultanch a16 


Assistance 
eat to thee 


Diplomatic corpa at Tehran, Reports on... 


Loan. Course of negotiations with Persian 

Government, Attitude of the Assembly. 
Financial deadlock. Attitude of neutrality 
‘observed by the Logations 


Meshed-Seistan telegraph ine. Recapitne 


sian negotiations respecting 


Rossian Legation's attitude towards popular 
vent, Observations on ++ ++ 


Loan, Recapitulates history of negotiations 





Runnites. Aggresive designs of the Soltan 


Appointment of Niewm-el-Dowlch to. Go- 
Pee iitatip of Urmi. Refers to No. 236. 

{rom Ales Sultaneh, 
tng that Nim ad bon painted 
Soaps, Prune veal Oar 
ot 


Monthly summary of exents from 8th No- 


‘Transaits 


Majest 
‘Tronamits reply. Transuits further letter 
Ur Mngater for Foreign AWairs asking that 
Russian Minister should not carry out in-| 
Stractions _Wwithoat previous agreement 
with Sir ©. Spring-Rice, and bis reply 
CERES ye gh 








i. Recapitultes eirconstances | 227 


Sumber to 6th Decensber, ‘Transmite ..| 227 





Date. 


Sonsecr. 





Sir ©, Spring-Kice .. 





525 | India Office 


826 | Sir ©. Spring-Rtce .. 


[10593 





816 Tol. 


379 Tel. 


930 Tol, 
Socret 


981 Tol. 


463 Tol. 


816 Tel. 


817 Tel, 


Dec. 28, 1905 





oat advanen, Popular feling nl ong 
‘against, but financial pressure may fore 
Persian Government to apply. To avoid 
dium being thrown on Great Britain and 
Roses, the two Governments might-notify 
withdrawal of thelroffer +. 


Persian, succession. Shab, has, expressed 
Pepiestion for, Valk, eldest san a8 
future heir, Valiatid himself intends to 
notainate his gecond son, Desirable that 
Groat Britain and Russia should recognize 
Prince designated by the Valiahd, and 
follow procodents 4. v4 


Joint alvance, _"Transmits copy of letter to 
‘Ministor for Foreign Affairs regarding the 
attitade to be udopted by the two Lega 
tions inrogard to wees 


Advance. Transmits No, 318, Proposes to 
‘ask views of Russian Government, on. pro- 
posal to withdsave offer of inforzing them 
That Tis Majesty's Government are pro- 
pared fo approve this course ++ 


Persian succession. ‘Tranamits No, 315,. Pro- 
to recggniza an hl tho Princo 
mated by Valiahd on bis accession. 


Toint advance, Refors to No, 14, Trant= 
mits letter from Minister for Foreign 
Ai stating hus Ionut Kaan 
Minister ab Tobran to act in harmony with 
Sir. Spring-Rieg . sss 


Propowed withdrawal of 


Toint advance. 
offer “a 


advance. Withdrawal of offer, if 
ofinitely announced, might givo. excuso 
to Persian Goverament to apply olsowhoro 


oat advanee Rowan objet wagguting 


‘withdravral of offer may bo to cake separato 
Action with Valiahd, whom they rejard 4s 
tholt creature poe ihe tekst 


Joint advance, Valiabd has accepted 
principlo of financial control by the A. 
embly. OM can therefore bx left ope! 


Majesty's Government 
‘prepared to withdrave offer if Russian Gor 
Verument agrea todos ewe 

inistor for, Foreign 
Affairs stat st act In age 
ment with His Majesty's Government. 


ointadvances Proposes not to iniiate ques 
tion of withdrawal of afer er 


Persian succession, Concur in proposal to 
Tesogilo as Valin th Pine v0 dsig 
rated by the now Shab ae el 


Persian succossion. Russian Minister desires 
to know whether His Majesty's Govern 
Innit agree to recognize Prince designated 
tyVstald vse 


Seistan escort, Repeats telegram to. G 
‘ernment of Tadia suggesting matters had 





etter bo left as they are for the present, 
tu avoid misunerstanding 


THT hh 











avi 





Yo. Ne - Page 





a2e | Sic 0 Springtice ..| 984 Tel | Deo. 81, 1906 | Karun ieriestion Seb, Netherland Mini~ 
‘ster urges. that Persian Government and 


ee on [these two telegrams should have appeared in their places in Part VII.) 


27 


99 | ‘To Sir, Spring-Rico | 220 Tel. 81, ‘Persian succession. He may act assuggested 


No. $37 7 


390 21 221 Tel. 31, Seistan escort: Rofers to No. 927. No i 
chauge in status quo is in question 7 [31209] No.1, 


Sir A: Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Reeeived September 14.) 





St, Petersburgh, September 14, 1908. 


ERRATA. 


Pago 4, No; Si, line 8. For“ Mr, Grant Dats telogras” fend Spring-Rics's telegrams as to giving 
Poke 262, No, 262, lino 9. For “Ottoman Commision” read © ‘Ottoman Commissioner.” tt ‘that matters 
Page 211, No. 281, ‘heading. For Indian Officer” ‘read * India Office.” 


it Persia in the 
had 


My but when T have discussed the matter further with 


ML Isyolsky T may ‘Tam to see his Excellency again on Monday, 
‘ews have altered, as he will have had 


[81533] No. 2. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 11.) 


St, Petersburgh, September 17, 1906, 


elogram No, 224 of this morning's 
ws were in favour of the line 
Tt would, however, 

rues in the 

ht be raised 


Do necessar 
Ministry. 





and I on my 
presented by this 
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{329861 No.1. 
Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 









(No. 217. Secret.) 

Sir, Gulahek, September 8, 1906. 
WITH reference to my telogram No, 280, Secret, of the 4th instant I hare the 

honovt to inclose translation of correspondence, the originals of which T have seen, 

Hoey the Governor of Kermanshah and the Persian Government regarding recent. 

events at His Majesty’s Legation. 

Ha foam M, Nikolsky, the Russian Consul at Kermansbah, furnishes, dou: 
mentary proof that M, Hartvig deliberately used the incidents of last month to further 
Russian interests in the provinces. 

‘Au regatds the telegram purporting to have been addressed to the bastis” by His 
Majesty the King, I have the honour to report that during their presence at the 
Legation last month the leaders of the people inquired whether I would forward a 
telegram to His Majesty. I declined to have anything to do with the matter, and 
trongly advised them not to send such a communication. 1 understand that they did 


Ullinately telegraph, and probably forged a reply for their own purposes, 
Petersburgh newspapers on 























“<n gpite of the solemn declaration on the part of the English Legation that the 
telegram ip perfectly authentic, itis generally believed here that the Kins: of England 
tele gra i erretitored into relations with the rebels. Anybow, the Government is 
Niiwh annoyed thal such rumours are spread about, the more so as the copies of the 
telegram are being distributed all over Persia.” 













T took oceasion yesterday to mention the matter to the Russian Minister, who said 
that he did not attach any importance to such reports. ‘This may be so, but it is 
believed in several well-informed quarters here that the St. Petersburgh ‘Telegraph 
Aare is directly inspired by the Russian Legation here, I strongly suspect that this 
is the case, 










T have, &. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRAND DUFF. 
SS 


Inclosure 1 in No. 1, 


Governor of Kermanshak to the Grand Vizier. 









\Translation.) August 13, 1906. 
SOME days ago M. Nikolsky, the Russian Consul, called on me and stated that he 
had received a telegram from the Russian Legation saying that they had specially inter- 
ceded with the Persian Government with the object of redressing the affairs of the 
clergy ‘ fas fortunately, their representations had been favourably received, and that 
682, B 


2 


tho clergy wore returning from Kum, ‘The telegram added that this information 
te eTnade. public. I verbally thanked him, and asked for a translation of the 
felograin, which 1 duly received and inclose herewith 

aay oa copy of a telegram sent by His Majesty the King of England (> the 
refugees at the British Legation, copies of which hare been sent to Kermanshah, and 
‘widely distributed among the people, 


—— 
Tnclogure 2 in No. 1. 
M, Nikolsky to Governor of Kermanshah. 


(ranslation.) 10 Jemadisus-Soni, 1824 (July 28 (August 10), 1900), 
uslation’ ry on you yesterday and mentioned telegram received by me fron the 
usta Legation, The following ip a translation of that telegram which you asked me 
for : 


vithe Russian Tegation having intereeded with the Tmperial Persian Court with 
regard to eertain requirements which they knew to be just of the wise men of Tehran, 
reer Ming been grated by an aeceptanes (of their intereession), the Ceri) of Tehran, 
Hae kn have roturned, and it is apparent that, after their xetum, the Perso 
who To Fer refuge at the British Legation will of course come out, Therefore 40m will 
Tiform any’ one vou think necessary of the service which the Tmperial Legation has 
rendered to the Persian nation and State,” 
(Sigied)  NIKOLSKY. 


———— 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1, 


Kiny of Great Britain aud Emperor of India to all the Religions Students, Merchonts, and 
Shopkeepers of Tehran. 

(Wetegraphiic.) 

Fray He) ceived the telegram complaining of oppression to, our deny brothers, 
‘yhieh was gent to us on Wednesday, 26th July, through our tristy ‘Ambassador. 

ve truly feel sincere sorrow for the oppression suffered by the reverend spiritual 
Joaders and the whole pupulaces 

ew and the whersg tar an ansyer to your Petitions tothe Assemblies of Iustice and 
Parliguonte We hiape that our wise and powerfil brother Us Majesty Muzaifer-ed-Din, 
Farin shan, wil, av out personal request and in justice, in, order, to prevent 
oppression, ius a avand his trusty subjects to form # Parliament like that of 
Tngland, 

ands oon, of Wednesday, 26th July, at the Summer Casile, to the Persian, 
nation. 





32987] No, 2. 


Mr. Es Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 1.) 
(No. 218) 
Sit, 

[HAVES the honour to transmit herewith copy 
Consul-General at. reporting. the attitude 
Talimten rogundingg the successes recently obtained by the refar pie 

Pe ea CoE the proot furnished in_any slespateh No, 217 of to-lay’s d 
deuttee Weibak that there is no doubt that M. Pokhitonoy acted under orders ree 
from the Russian Minister. 

Thave, &o, 
(Signed) | BVELYN GRANT DUFP. 


— 


8 


Inclosure in No. 2. 


Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(No. 45.) 
Sir, Tabreez, August 13, 1906. 

T HAVE the honour to confirm my telegram No, 71 of the Sth instant, reporting 
that Forours had been set afloat here to the effect that. the recent successes obtained 
ii the elerieo-popular party at ‘Tehran were duo to, Russisn intervention, and that all 
ye eregutiaions between the Shah and his people would bo earried on through the 
Russian Legation. 

ian Legotmars were fit started by the Tajir Bashi of the Russian Conmulate, 
Generth, who. gavo the Consul-General ag his authority, but the Iauer subsequently 
General jhe arena in person, and, while indorsing the above ussertions, offered hiss 
ett. our Chiet Mjtehid, Mirza Hassan Agha, and anothes eminent ecclesiastic, 

te OM ease they had any communication to make to the Shah through, the 
ian Legation. 

ir auiitonov also gave the same information to tho Valiabl, who, if This Imperial 
Highness account is to be trusted, treated it with ridicule, Indeed, this puerile 
eaaeiot to restore the rapidly waning influence of Russia sees to have met swith no 
utempy any, quarter that J Know of, aud thas hardly been neeasnary for me to 
auc it nendacious statements which no one was inclined to believe. 

Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) | A. ©. WRATISLAW. 





(32988) 
Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Hdiward Grey. (Received October 1.) 


Gulalek, September 8, 1906. 
tho honour to transmit herewith copy of « despatch from His, Majesty's 
Consnl:General at Rabreot, from which it sould appenr that the state of the Taree 
Persian frontier in Azerbaijan is becoming worse. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF, 


SS 
Tnclosure in No. 3. 
Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr. B, Grant Dufl 
Tabrees, August 9, 1906. 


WWHTH reference to my despatch No. 95 of the 9th July I have the honour to 
report that the state of the frontier districts is becoming rapidly orse, ‘Three wooks 


Tub the Khoi post was robbed, and the tyro Gholams in charge of it wore killed, |The 
perpetrators of this outrage were the irregular horsemen from Karndagh employed by 
trol the road, who have sinco been arrested, 

pin th ditt ‘of Silmas by Kurds belonging to 


be of the late Janfer Agha, and 
as six privato individuals, 
The immediate neighbourhood of Urmi, which for some time enjoyed immunity, 


ae fe ing: dangerous, and I have heard of several crimes recently committed 


threo horsemen escorting it were killed, as well 


Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW, 











(32989) No. 4. 
Air Bs Grant Duff to Sir Estward Grey—(Reeeived October 1.) 


No. 220.) 
ir, Gulakek, September 8, 1906. 

M. DE STURUER, the Netherlands Minister, recently spoke to me on ete thin 
ong oeeasion regarding the various proposals ‘vhich have been made for undertaking 
irrigation works on a fargo scale on the River Karun. 

Sot verse hurler that some time bad elapsed since 1 bed heard anything of 
the witli which; T believed, was stil engoging the aétention of His Majesty's 
Government, 

rg turler inquired whether 1 thought His Majesty's Govwrnmons would 
pose the formation in Holland of an internations) Compan under Dutch direetion 
Thr the exploitation of the Karun district in the neightoun of Ahwaz. 

Trephied that L did not know what view His Majestys Government. would take 
af melon andortaking, but if he would address a note to me giving oxars details with 
regard to the propose tuterprive [vould lay them before you. T thought,nt the 
Toga ele Llis Majesty's Government, would not view. with satisfaction the 
 eeae on the Karun of a powerful Company in which Russian or German 
{influence would be preponderatin, 

Fe soa honour to transmit harewith a copy of ML de Sturlers communication, 
nd to request that T my be instructed as to what reply, ifany, T should return. 

Thave, ke. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


SS 
Inclosure 1 in No. 4. 
AM. de Sturler fo Mr. E. Grant Duff. 


gation Royate des Pays-Bas, Téhéran, 
Mi. le Charge a’Amaires, fe 25 od, 1906. 

PRIMEPTEZMOL do vons présenter mes exeuses de ne pas avoir envoy’ les 
tonnes sur Valfaive d?Ahwaz avant votre départ pour Lahr. 

Me Rugrette Deaneoup que ML. vin Roggen, qui avait promis ces données, na 
ips fi Tes prdparer 2 temps 2 ease de ges oven patio J d'autres travanx, 

ues prsarer lament crjoint que Vidéo: eat de former une) Sosiss inter- 
nationale pour éviter la prépondéranee dune ati autre; et pour donner un 
Kariotirs houtre 2 Ventreptise je me propos blir le gidge et In direction en 

ii, uk ds placor Ventreprisy anus ba junidietion Hlollandaise, 

Pee rrseatre. Hut aves Fentroprise que de procurer wn débouclé X Vindustrie 

joule Hollandaise pour 1a liveaisor yrtie du inatériel pour Tnquelle 1a 

ere ere tgontestablonent une apésalité, comme, par exemple, le maine 1 de 
iguge et les matsrians ot, conateuctions, hydraligh ‘Ainsi le personnel, qui 

Bie to ees eituils, serait de nationalité Hollandaise, U resters done encore 

iow pour Tindustrie autre pays & fournin. 

Bu eo qui concerne ta eapitale, {je.me propose dourit i souseription & Amsterdam, 
cov ad acagt in posits de la participation de ln part de toutes les nations, qui sy 
Po eeractat, Cette meatire est, 4 mon opinion, négexsaire pour: Spar ener Ti susceptibilité 
Pe ear yationa inisreesées dans lo, Perse, tout en admettant: ine cone Te layale, 

Tae paratt que la maison Lynch Bros. de: Londres profiers et premier liew de 
font mea eau dh. transport des grainy des quantites des machines, ‘&e, pour la 
anatraction, ot des produits de Texploitation: 

Feta te tigiies Angloises de Vapentauront wn grand intsrek dans ls 
bn Penereprige pour bv mie razon que la Compagnie de Lynch, Bros 

Tree rns dite que conformément au principe de Ia porte ouverte, it, daus 
VAngloterre, aussi en, Hollaude, un si putssant défense’, Ta participation dans les 
res ca Pentweprse sora ouverte & tout Te monde, tant aw ov eee Gans les limites 
antes eros Layate, et je nie doute pas qu’ ttre gel Tes Compagnies Anglaises 
ssauront obtenie Ia préfére 

erred je. remarque qu peudant les pretaidres cgnvereation®. qe i 
ne eee eNGiAt de Tallare, vous mavea. exprimé le désir que Is Russie ne 
tartiipenuit pas, et fe mane evitérium a 6té pose par cette nation envers vous. 


Gj 


i pas demandé conseil, est pour templis Te double 
ce sujet. Y 

foront, et que sur ces bases il me serait 

si_je puis compter sur votre appul pour 

international et qui portera un earactére 


‘Veuillez, &. 
(Signé) G. B, oz STURLER. 


SS 
Tnclosure 2 in No. 4. 
Project respecting Alua= Undertaking. 


ACTICLE 1, Il sora fonmné une Sovigté Agricole, Commerciale, eb Industrielle pour 
tion des terrains aux alentours du villag 
rout but politique est absolument excltt 
oar Pevaita ta Concession pour la dite ontrepriso, durant: quatre 


+4, Lo sity sosial sera on Holland, et la Société sera plnedo sous Ja juridiction 


Tstepauit: de PAntisle présédent, quo Te Ditectour-Ciénéral, lo, Président 
Coma ge te Conseil de TAdministeation, et le Divestour technique & Ahwaz ron’ 
de nationalité Hollandaise. 

sonality Melague 4 Tehran sera par prétérence de nationalité Hollandaise, 

Ave [oa personnel & Ahvvaz sera antant que possible international 

ATL 8, Les onvriers seront par préfirence des sujets Persans, 

‘Art, 9, Ta souseription du capital est un point 2 Métablir, mais il était convenu aveo 
Je Grand Vizir que la Berse prendrm part pour 20 pour cent. et la Hollande pour 40 pour 
‘eent du capital social 

{Le lien de souseription sera Amsterdam, 

‘Art. 10, Lo capital eat estimé & 39,000,000 fr, dont— 


our la eonstruetion et fonds roalant 

‘Avance au Gousernement Persian 

Frais emi ae 5 

Fonds de reserve a 5 i 2] 1,000,000 


Tou vv» 86,000,000 





_ Arte, Tas Gouvernement, Peraan recovra des reevances det Socigtd A partir de 
Tw in de a cinguidme année, qui serviront pendant les prenitres gniées comm aunorti- 


sation de Tavance faite par la Sooiété a la signature de Ia, Convention, 





[829901 No. 5. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received ; 
(0.221) uff to Sir Edward Grey — (Received October 1.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 8, 1906. 

[HAVE the honour to incloso a translation of a Concession ‘granted Tast month 
by His Majesty the Shah to Egbal-cs-Sultaneh and Haji Shuja Pash Ithar Mukoui, 
fora road from Shah Takhti on the Perso-Thussian frontier of ‘Azerbaijan to Urmi 

“his road is 152 tales long, and the Concession will be held, by the Persian 
subjects named and their leis Tor soventy solar years from the date of signature. 
Tiecotomeiennaives may not transfer tlic Concession to a foreign subject. | Attor 
the lepee of seventy yeats the road will belong to the State, ‘the workmen employed 
on the road must be Pe jects, but: permission is given to the eoncessionnaires 
to appoint a foreign eng’ 


isea] 0 
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Thnve the honour to inclose a map of the road together with a brief Memo- 
randum® regarding the previous history of the 0 Sousa 
have, 


(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclogure 1 in No. 5. 


Concession for Row) from the beyinning of the Shak Takhti Road to Urmin. 


(Branstation.) : Fes 
TIS Inipevial Majesty the Shah has accorded the Concession for the making of a 
chaussée from the beginning of the Shah Takhti road to Urmia, the whole of whieh 
distance is 88 farsakhs, in accordance with the following details, to his Excellency 
ultanch and Haji Shuja Pasha Khan Makoui — 


From Shah Takhti to Chaharbareh, 10 farsakhs. 
From Qhaharburch to Khoi, 8 farsakhs. 

Krom Khoi to Salmas, § farsakhs, 

From Salmas to Urmia, 12 farsakhs. 


Ifig Majesty promises the utmost support in the fulfilment of the eonditions of 
the Concession, 


Article J. ‘Che Concession for this road will be held by Bghal-es-Sultanch and 

i Shuja Pashia Khan and their heits for the period of seventy solar sears from the 
dato of tho signing of the Concession, and the coneessionnaires 
whatover lave the right to transfer the Concession to foreign st I 
foreign subjects info partnership in. the Concession. Should one of the enucession 
naires become a foreign subject he will lose his right to parti s Concession, 
and tho same holds good with rogard to:the heirs of the eoneessionnai 

Art, 2. Whi the road from Shalt Takhti to its terminati ¥ 
pilin it will h 10 zars (road), and on cach side there will bo « diteh Tair 
Hroait and} max in depth, Wherever the road traverses the mount 
af least’ S zaty broad, and on the precipice side there will be a hari 
mand ann mortar, 4 aud, amd {yar in height, Wherever there 
obstueles thie con i ihesty narcower at tl 
diserotion, on the condition, that they 
cumiot cross with case, Furthermore whenever: there is 10 earth the 

t the formation of 

trafic, Us t , mud, and mori 
‘yer Lhe rivers on ea the irtigation of cultivations along the road ; 
Dut streams sail eanals whic exstey to land-ovwnors and are constructed after 
the opening of the road, must he bridged with the knowledge of the lind-owners 
and the vost of the same will be certified by an expert and will he pay 
Jand-owne 

“Awt. Uke land, shoul it helong to, Government, necessary for the halting- 
plaves, for the quarters of the guards, andl Tov rest-houses on the whole of the road, 
{ill be proviled by Government fies of charges bat should the land belong to private 
overs, the Government will assist the concessionnaives to buy as mitch as necessary 
At market prices with the assistance of an espert. ‘The Tands for the road, the 
altingepla ‘choutses, and tlle guned-houses, must not be more than absolutely 


fhinety necessary for building the road, the ha nes, the 
“and which ave imported from abroad, will }o allowed to enter free of duty 
only so far as thoy are nee for the Whatever is outside the strictly 
necessary will como mider the heading of mexchandize, said will pay the usual customs 
dutie 
vf, d+ Whe coneessionnaires will have to begin building the above roads within 
‘of the date of signature of the Concession, and must terminate the above roads 
svithin three years, and if not terminated within that period the Concession will be null 
and void, 
‘Art. (@, ‘Cho tolls Teviable on the road will be the same as those levied on the 
roud from Resht to Kazvin, and will be stated in the Concession. 


© ‘This will be sent later E.G. De 
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4.7, Should the Persian Government desire to build a railway along this road 
it will be intrusted under conditions to the concessionnaires; but sliould the Govern- 
ment not wish to give the Railway Concession to the present concessiomnaires, whoever 
has the Railway Concession will lave to indemnify the present concessionnaires for the 
‘expenses of the chaussée and damages. : 

‘Art. 8, The concessionnaires undertake, on the completion of the road, to give 
‘an account of its cost {0 the Government, in accordance with their account-books, 
Whenever the net profits of the road exceed 12 per cent,, the concessionnaires 
pay into the Imperial Treasury 20 per cent. of such excess of profit, 

‘Art. 9, Government officials, military and civil, Government troops, and Govern- 
‘ment transport will not be charged toll on the road 

‘Art. 10, This road will Delong to the concessionnaires for seventy solar years, 

fter which it will belong to the State, Tf, after that period, the Government should 
wish to let it to another Company, the concessionnaires will have priority on the 
‘same conditions. 

‘Art. 11, Persons residing along the road will have the right to use it, or to 
transport supplies on if, for 2 farsakhs (8 miles) free of toll, 

i. 12, Half the ordinary toll will be levied on the Governments posts, 

‘Art. 13, Four-footed animals or wheeled traffic crossing the road will nob 
pay duty 

Ari, 14, 'Wolls will not be levied on flocks of sheep, 

‘Art. 15, ‘he Gov ind! other Government officials will receive strict orders 
not to refse t ssistanee and support in the furtherance of the undertaking: 
and to lend their co-operation, 

t.16. ‘The road workmen must all be Persians and subjects of the Imporiat 
Government. Permission is only the appointment ofa fo aor by 
the concessionnaires, é 

Art, 17. Whe concessionnaires are permitted to erect telephones at the stations for 
facility's sake on the rond and for the movi of travellers, but snch a telephone 
must only be used for afairs concerning the road, and they have not the right to send 

other people from one place to another, 
No Conecssion will be given to other persons within a distance of 
kis (6 miles) from this rond,-for the of a road between the above 
mentioned places. 


(Im the Shalt’s writing): ‘This Concession is correct. 
Month of demalicus-Sani 1324 (August 1906), 


‘This Concession, which has svecived the Royal approval, has heen entered in’ the 
rogistors of the Foreign Oifies and is correct. " pba 


Month of Jer ani 1924 (August 1906), 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 5, 
Map to illustrate Concession for Route from Shalt Takhti to Urmia. 


[Not printed.] 





(82991) No. 6: 
Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived October 1.) 


Gulahek, September 10, 1906, 

nof a note from the Porsiun 

ing of the entry into Seistan of a ewavan conveying certain arms 
v's Consulates at Meshed and Nasratabad. 

h T returned to the Mushired-Dowteh's communication, 

ructions contained in your telegram No, 116 of tho 


iR 

| LHAVE nr to forward hi 

Government, compl 

and anumunition destined for His Majest 
Talso inclose the reply whi 

in accordance with the 

21st ultimo. 


As T have already liad the honour to report in iny telegram No, 228 of the 





osty's Consul in Seistan states hat it is untrue that the officer in 

4 ee eo one iu Tek om the. Persian Customs officials, or that. the 
Jatter were beaten. iy 
Thave, & = 

il), EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


—— 


Tnelosure 1 in No. (. 


Grand Vizier to Me, E. Grant Duff: Rear 
ACCORDING to the report received ftom the of the Customs: (copy of 
avhich is horewsitl inelosed) on the 5th instant, 
consisting of 30. and. 12 drivers, 
aly he ak hich wor lst ‘ 
MidikeSiuts, wml Miveatoned to fire on then, nt 
foil the Baitish ViewConsul al Kulviclait-Sial, who replied that Uy 
instrnotions of the British Consul in an he could not accept Boe re 
ao, by- the, Pasian Customs off thy ese 
examine Phe vi 
unfee ented road, at every p tt aCistonte oils 
is casos, al wore Oh vith firing on them, At S 
Pee Ae fy: fares, and the eases taken to the Bi 
Teansiler i necessirye to bring this antoward: but 
notieg, and {ayy np doubt that you wil liar my surprise at this ation 
{iids,-wlich iy inconsistent with, the friendly tolations etseen, ont 
Governments, and contrary tothe righ in. Customs. a vanes 
the propet anlortes otto prevent the Cantons ofits from inspecting the ease, 
and you will fori me of the reasons of this nnespeeted action on the part of E 
Bihehals, and also low the persons responsible for this wetion will be reprimanded. 


eee 
Inclosure 2 in No. 6, 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Mushired-Dowleh. 
August 2 
«of the 20th instant, compla 


HERA Cue ial, of a number of cases under a guard of 


importation into Seist 


‘vish Tndinn soldier % SY ena 
ae AGAR TAS is aware, within the lust six months Tis Majesty's Consulate in 


ark « populace of Nasratal 
Seistin tag ou two separate oceasions Tween attacked by the populs 
Gu tis teavoneastoe the dispoustey belonging 26 the Consulate yy rele and is 
Majesty's Consul anid other members of his staff wore stoned by Persian subjects. 
Ma Karuntecutatieton has hitherto been, given by the Porsian Gove yen for 
these attacks, aul the principal offenders are, as faras Tam ge al 
timp’ fastmuctod bye Tlis Majesiy’s Goverment to inform: your Highness, 
roply to your communication, that the srredl to contained arnis and ammunition 
necessary for the protection of His Maj 





32992) No.7. 
Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edvard Grey. (Received October 1.) 


ee Gulatek, September 10, 1900 
1 LAVE the honour to inelose the copy’ of a private letter whieh 1 have receh 
from Tis Majesty's Consul-General at ‘Tabreez, urging the importance of some mark 

allention bein bestowed by His Majesty's Government on the Valiabd. 
Lam inclined to agree with Mb~ Wratislaw's views for the following reasons;— 


y i i i jas lately 
1, ‘he has now added dropsy to his other ailments, His health tias Tately 
again been giving enuse for anxiety. His physicians, Dr, ider and Dr. Lindley, 


concur that His Majesty cannot live long. In these circumstances, is it prudent to 
ignore his successor ? 
The Valiahd’s own statement that his position as Governor-General of a 
e marching with the Caucasus obliges him to keep on. specially good terms with 
is undoubtedly true. He would otherwise be in continual hot water, and would 
not be supported by the Central Government, 

3, ‘There is no doubt that, whatever may have been His Imperial Highness’ former 
sentiments, he has been trying to hedge since the disaster which befell Russia in her 
war with Japan, 

1. He is grateful for the action of His Majesty's Legation as regards the Shua-es- 
Saltanch, whom he fears and bates as a rival, He is also. pleased at being able to 
obtain reliable inform: Majesty's Consul-General regarding the Shah's 
health, ‘There is fecling towards us has changed for the better, and 
might easily be still further improt 

5, As Mr, Wratislaw says, a minor decoration now given might make it easier later 
on to prevent the question of the Garter being raised. Most of the principal European 
Sovereigns have bestowed orders on the Valiad, and it is dificult for Persians to 
understand why he should be ignored by England alone, 

6. The approaching arrival of a new British Minister would seem to offer a 
favourable occasion for some attention to the Persian hieir apparent, who will no doubt 
Yecome more influential as the Shah approaches his end, As the Emperor of Russin 
not Tong ago gave His Imperial Highness the Order of St. Andrey, the: hestowal 
of a decoration by His Majesty the King should not in any way wound Russian 
susceptibilitic 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DURF, 


Tnclosure in No. 7. 


Consul-General Wratistan to Mr, E, Grant Duff. 

(Confidential) 
Tabrees, August 20, 1906, 

« for yok another effusion on the subjeet of the Valiahd, ut 


as jist reported to me another long conversation with His 
al Highness, which 


zam-es-Saltanch, our Governor 
Gen on and the fact that his father owns important 
}roperties in our sphere (near Mohammerah) he is entirely on our side, ‘The Valiahd 
inakes tise of him for private messages to me, and I do the same if I have anything 
special to communicate to the Vaiiahd and do not think it advisable to call in perso 
Hussein's account of the conversation is as follovs 


“T had a long conversation with the Vatiahd about his English policy, He 
expressed his opinion very frankly, said he had been intensely annoyed over the 
Labaree business snd at the fine imposed on him, ["This means the indemuity: pa 

the Labarce family, which T have quite failed to convince the Valiahd was a United 
States’ job—A.C. W.] At last he confessed that as long as he is in Azerbaijan he 
cannot show a more Bnglish tendeney. “He has so much business to transact with the 
Russians that for the sake of w quite life he is obliged to keep on the right side of them. 
Had Lie been Governor of a southern province, he would have een ov the same footing 
With you. Later on lie hoped to be able to show his sentiments more freely. He 
complained that your Government did not realize his position, ‘he Persian Gover 
ment’s policy obliged him to adopt this course. He said that had he had a mecting 
vith Hardinge he would have proved to him that he should have had nothing agaiust 
nie [sie] in the Labaree case. Why should they consent to his being fined? )N.B.—L 
hardly “understand this, as the “fine"” was inflicted after Sir A. Hardinge's visit to 


‘Tabreez—A. C. W.| He thonked me for establishing an understanding: with the British 
Government.” 


__ Hussein goes on to say that the Valiahd constantly harps on His Majesty ignoring 
him when other Heads of States have bestowed decorations on him, 
I think that there is a good deal in what the Valiahd Says about his being obliged to 


show farses the Russians. ‘This province is swarming with Russian subjects, who 
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raise claims, just and unjust, most days of the week, and he feels that uniess he fawns 
‘on the Russian Consul-General, and from time to time administers judicious backsheesh 
to him, his ovn life would not be worth living, He would not be supported from ‘Tehran 
if he quarrelled with the Russians here. 

Tiventure, really and truly for the last time, to urge again the advisability of 
contenting theValiahd in the matter of a decoration. ‘There is really something rather 
pointed in our not noticing him, and with the Shah in the state he is it is now or 
wren, A G.CB, or a G.OS.L bestowed at once mizht save a Garter or the refusal of 
A Gatter liter on, and would send the new Shah to Tehran in a happy frame of mind 


and jealousy the Russi 
Uniler ordinary cireumstances, it mi; 
Jhefore hiin, but just now time presses, an 
‘at least be told it is coming, before he suceceds to the throne. 
‘May 1 oy you to put my views before the Foreign Office ? 
Yours, &¢. 
(Signed) | A.C. WRATISLAW. 





[82993| No. 8. 
Mr. Ex Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Reeeived October 1.) 


(No. 224) 
¥ Gulahek, September 10, 1906. 
[HAVE the honout to. transmit Kerewith translations of speeches made at the 
ng of the National Assombly-at ehran on the 18th ultimo by the Grand 
nid. the Mujte id Abdullah, who has been generally looked upon as the 
principal leader of the popalar party, 
Thave, &e 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


ee 


Tnclosure in No. 8. 


Speeches delivered by Grand Visier and Seyyid Abdullah at the firat Meeting of the 
‘National Assembly, Tehran, August 18, 1906. 


5 the Mushir-cd-Dowleh Sadr Azam : 


Of course every oue of us present to-day at this meeting knows ina general ws 
the objects with which the Assembly has been convened, and why: the clergy, the 
Ministers, the nobles, the aristocracy, the merchants, and the guilds have come 
together at this meoting. But in order to make manifest and clear the grucions 
intentions of His Imperial Majesty, I consider it necessary to say to you, Gentlemen, 
that, ns of course every ono of you knows, His Imperial Majesty has resolved to open the 

‘ol goo fortune and prosperity. to. the whole of the people of the protectes! 

Lane ot Portia, and to bring about in due course necessary and useful reforms 
wrlich will strengtlion the edifices of the Government and the prosperity of, the nation. 
Ke tiie resolve of His Imperial Majesty could not be put into execution in the form: 
contemplated by His Majesty without the aid and support of the whole nation of Persis, 
Tis Majesty docided to convene at Tehran a National Consultative Assembly, composes! 
of merhurs elected from particular classes, as stated in the Rescript of the 14th of 
slonuidi-us-Sani 1324 (Angust 5, 1906). 

Whe laws for the elections and the regulations for the National Assembly must hy: 
Arawn up with the greatest. care in accordance with His Majesty’s Reseript, and 
Ovident that the fulliiment of this work will require time and opportunity. 

Consequently, in order to give a manifest proof to the whole nation of fis 
Majesty's determination to convene the National Assembly, His Majesty commandos! 
That temporary quarters should be assigned for the Assembly, and that sweets au‘l 
Alurbet should be. there partaken of in the presence of the clergy, the Ministers, the 
niobles, the y, the merchants, and guilds. 


n 


js evident that the Ministers of State will’ make strenuous efforts to drayi up as 

soon as possible the clection laws, and. regulations for the National Assembly i 

sea nlangs with His Majesty's Rescript of the 14th of Jemadi-us-Sani 1324 (August 6, 

1900), and to collect the Members of the Assembly at Tehran and to open this 
Assembly. 

We pray to God to make perpetual the shadow of His Imperial Majesty over the 
whole nation of Persia, and pray that the grace of God may be bestowed upon our 
tristy brothers and compatriots, 50 that they should join with the Ministers of State 
thurendeavours to open the doors of happiness upon. the Persians, and to bring this 

‘e-and nation, which dates back 5,000 years, to the zenith of prosperity. 


{ Abdullah Mujtehid : 


a the name of God the Allanereifal .... . (and further quotations from the 
Koran). 

God be praised that through the manifest and hidden help of tlie protecting 
Prophet (the 12th Inam), and the united assistance of a subjectloving and just 
Sovereign, to-day the dark and helpless night of the Persian nation has come to an end, 
‘and the sun of their prosperity and fortune has arisen. 

‘The energy and capability of the nation haye caused His enlightened Majesty to 
give on this. ausy ay expression to his gracious intention to bring abont the 
freedom of the country and to give new life to the nation; and his dear children who 

> been brought up in tenderness have now become absolute and free in theit own 

<o that they should do and say what they think necessary for the advantage of 
the time, and repair the past ruin of their dear native land, 

There can be no doubt that the independence of the kingdom is dependent on the 
prosperity of the subjects and the education of the nation ; and the edueation of the 

is dependent on the independence of the kingdom. 

n asked for an independent will and a Consultative Assembly, iv was 
ion of Islam and the}power of the Sovereign ; and the Covernmont, in 
4 demand, did so to strengthen the nation and’to give them full powers 
int bringing about progress in the State. Now that through the help of Almighty Goa, 
ud in accordance with the Royal Reseript, in this way a firm alliance has been made 
between the Representatives of tho State and the nation, and that the ability of the 
ition Hias browght about the recognition by the State of their personal and national 
rights, itis for this body of Representatives, in awakening the nation and enlightening 
it, to protect their sovereign rights; and naw that: an awakening has come from the 
sleep of indifference, the ruing must be repaired hy the indications of the clergy, who 
wrse the Faith, and the Ministers, who Tove the State and worship the fatherland, 
‘hic genwral faults and present mistakes which have provented tho pivots of the 
«joni from doing their duty must be cast aside, and the necessary reforms in, all 
‘ernment depariments and the administration of the kingdom must be wider: 
‘and let them be assured that any assistance which ean be given by the chiefs of 
Huh and the important Ministers will be tended without reserve and will be 

ed Out. 

‘On this occasion of the formation of the National Assembly, which is only for form's 
sike, Loffer the expression of heartfelt and sincere gratitude to His Majesty with the 
greatest pleasure and gladness, on my own behalf personally, and on Dell of the bo 
of the nation by proxy. , 

_ For the time being the present number of Representatives of the capital an begin 
their labours; but we expect that the Representatives who have to he elected in all the 


provinees, after ae een chosen according to a special method, will in due cou 
prosent themselves at the 


on t bly, which is the National Consultative Assembly, meets 
‘cordance with its regulations, it will show brilliant results, Ay the help of God, in 
ee strengthening of the edifices of the State and the establishment of the rights of the 





(32994) 


Mr, B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
i : Gulahek, September 10, 1906. 
WITH reference to your telogeam No. 4 of the 13th July last, I have the honour 
hi py of Jetter to the Jkhani of the Bakhitiaris, stating the views 
DiArey Oil Syndicate in reply to certain objections raised by the Khans to the 
cement signed in the autumn of 1905. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUEF. 


Tuclosure in No. 9. 
Mr, H, Grant Dup to thé Iikhani of the Bakhtiaris, 


(Atter complinients,) August 16, 1906, 
YOUR Bixcelloney will uo doubt rememb Av meoting licld at His Majesty's 
fou on the Lili May last, thie Bakhtiar! Khans present, viz, the Tkbiani, th 

Assail, and MoieieHoniayun, requested me to transit to the D'Arc 
jo curtain objections raised by thom to the Agreement signed in th 


ply whieh L have received is as follows 


usly impossible for the Syndicate to define what Huildings will he 
zo ancl localities of sucli buildings, until ol ts found. Dur 
pe y temporary Duildings will be necessary, Mr, Preoce states 1 
this point was clowrly ici to the Chiets during the negotiations. 
‘Phe question of the pay of guards. was: thoro into at Clichar Mabal 
ing thy negotiations, and at fi Wh, was agreed fo, yout to be paid 
(the request of Haji AW Kuli Khan, it was increased to 20000, per annum, with 
whieh sim) he cousidered he would beable to provide for guards on a very liberal scale 
Davina the boring, aud vintil oil is found, only two sites will reqnire guard 
will bo. me ple; 2,000, at the present 
presents 11,500 tomans, ind Haji Ati Kuli Khan naaed 50: tomans a 
OL buena, ‘Mhuvefore, St ined at 50 fons each equal 000 tomans, whic Ki 
of 7,000 tomans per aan, No mention was made of fodder, Nhe pay of 
Hoadinan ava duly: considered when the question was gone into, aml was includ 
the {000% Vhe'statonent made by the Khans that tke high $ paid by the 
Syn ‘rset tho Bakhtiari guard will be referred to the local Superintendent, bat it 
is doubtful if tie mou put as guards would work in the borings, and, if they did, 
whothiee thoy would bo of any use. 
"Vliis question was most thoraughily ventilated when the Agreenient was disenssed 
ured that, if the borings necessitated extra gnards, the u 
lle 


Lin paying quantities, and after the fo 
Of ono oF inore’ Companies 6 work oil inf the Bakhtiari country, and after the 

sox throush tho pipes, the first party undortakes to give the second party 3 per cent. 
Fall the ordinary shutres issued, whieh shares must he fully paid. 

‘The question of robbery and the amouat the Chiefs would he table for is very 
‘lifienlt to doline, ‘This would have fo be done locally, and. the local Superintendent 
will be instructed. 

* Hin Jovol Superintendent can be instencted to earry out the wishes of the Ch 
in respect tot @ payment for guards being remitted quarterly to the Ukhani and beg 
for tho time: heing, the reecipts of these Chiefs to be considered sufficient by ull the 
signatory Chiefs, 

“AS the Hkhaut and Hbexi of nominated by the Persian Government 
for tho duo control of the Bakhtiari tribe, they are Government officials, and are 
competent to deal swith, ease 1 hetiveon. the representatives of the Syndicate and 
Persian subjects. ‘The Sendicate are of opinion that it is unecessary to introduce a 
provision that, in the ease of such eases arising, the matter should be referred to the 
nearest Karguizar, who would hear it in the presence of a British Consular officer. 
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“Finally,!the Syndieste are of opinion that any alteration made to the existing 
‘Agreement can be defined by supplementary Articles attached to it, It is considered 
mite unnecessary to cancel the existing Agreement. : i fe 

‘A letter from the Syndicate, through His Majesty's Legation, to the Chiefs, defining 
what alterations they agree to, and an acceptance of the same by the Chiefs, would be 
all that is requisite to make them effective.” 





[32995] No. 10. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey —(Recetoed October 1.) 


(No. 226.) 


in, Gulahek, September 11, 1906. 
AS Thad the honour to report in my telegram No, 214 of the 16th ultimo, the 
Mujtclieds returned to Tehran from Kum on the 
received an ovation, On the 18th Angust. the princ 
and other officials and members of all the classes mentioned in. the Shah’s Reseript, 
met together in the Otak-i-Nizam in the Palace precincts as a sort. of declaration that, 
the National Assembly was actually in This step was taken owing to the 
insistence of Seryed Abdullah and Seyyed Mohamed, who declined to see the Shak 
before it was sanctioned. ‘The Mujtelieds invited the various persons to attend, and 
cutirely ignored the Shoa-es-Saltanch, although his younger brother, Azad-es-Sultan 
(the Shat’s fourth son), was asked to be present, ‘The preacher, Sheikh Mehdi, whose 
arrest and rescue led to the disturbances of the 11th July, ascended a raised platform 
and declared the Assembly open. Sherbert was then drunk to the health of the Shah, 
the Grand Vizier, and the National Assembly. 

On Sunday, the 19th ultimo, the Mujteheds visited the Shah in the momning. 
‘hey were received in two parties: first, Seyyed Abdullah and Soyyed Mohamed, and 
then Sheikh Razlullah and his followers. ‘Soyyed Abdullah sat’ on the Shah's right, 
and Seyyed Mohamed on His Majesty’s left. “Afier the customary compliments, the 
following conversation took place:— 


eam 
reacliod you. 
Die Shak—It is not so; I read all your petitions and replied to them, 
cil Abdullah here contradicted the Shah, and said that His Majesty had 
n their petitions. The Shah then said: “' Now we are glad you hayeretimed, 
and we have a deep regard for you, and you must continue to sorve is.” 
Jo this beth Afajteeds roped, + Noy ae) do’ not serve you (sunny ub 
ourselves and the nation,” Seyyed Abdullah added, “You need not be grateful to us 
for our servives which are rendered to the nation.” 


T have thought it well to record the above conversation as showing the Tanguage 
now held to the Sovereign. It. must be remembered that the Shah is usually 
anldressed as the Asylum of the Universe, or by some equally grandiloquent title, and 
petitions are made to the “dust of the jewelled fect.” vis hardly necessary to say 
that Seyyed Abdullali's language caused ‘a great sensation at Court, 

_ hie audience practically took place in public, as at least fifty Mollahs were present, 
Desides the officials of the Court. 

_._Ehave already iad the honour to inform you that the last batch of refugees left 
His Majesty’s Legation on the 19th August. 

‘The following week was employed in negotiations between the Government and the 
clergy with respect to the Nizam Nameh, or Regulations for the Constitution and 
arrangements of the National Assembly. ‘The Shah had been strongly urged by the 
reactionary party at Court to allow represcutatives from the Tehran district alone 

woilld have deprived the Assembly of its national character. A Committee 
hind been selected to draw up the Regulations, but their draft was modified by the 
reactionaries to such an extent as to be hardly recognizabl 

Meanwhile it became known to the people that theit opponents were getting the 
* The cee of the word shuma ” ia addressiig x peraon in tho Shal’'s postion ix unusual; not to say: 


E 


rule. 





is 


upper land, and the late Grand Vizier, who had been at Leshkerck, a village about 
10 miles from livre, suddenly returned to his country seat not far from the Shah's 
residence, and there ean be no doubs that it was His Majesty’s desire to reinstate him, 
‘Dhis caused the greatest excitement and indignation among the people of Tehran, 
waned that they might again resort fo Tis Majesty’s Legation. Although 
the Persian Government Jess that it was unlikely icy could 
ta further incursion into our garden, Lat once pro formd brought the matter 
to the notice of the Grand Viziex, and requested teps to ayoid a 
repetition of the events of July and August, 
‘Yo make matters worse the Suak very unwisely decli 
‘he leaders of the people now sent me Fe 
onco signed, and if Ain-ed-Dowleh (late Grand Vizier), 
er of the Court), the Sepalidar (commandins 
h (the Farrash Bi led, they would come 


ion and enter foree. They: would 
then hiave fea aity-five of ; 


actually 
te Russian Minister in order to ca-ope 

We szrved to recommend the Shah to accept the demands of 
accordingly addressed to the Grand Vizier the note inclosed herewith 

‘he result, up to the present has been that the late Grand Vizier has been ord 
to proceed to Khorassun, aiid has already left this nei The Regulations for 
the Assombly have also been signed by the Shah, 

‘his is Sutisfactoryas far as it goes, and the * bastis” are coming to see sie foulay, 
when L hope to persuuide thom to leave His Majes It is not improbable 
hist they may decline to do so until their three re FE 3 but wo 
Have hitherto remained on good te ii T shall. do what Lean to induee them to 
dypart. Meanwhile the Legation hay been thoroughly disinfected, and work on the 
garden is proceeding. 

Ti my telegram No, 244 of the 6th instant I drew your attention 
wports which Thad received from good sourees that the Russian Mi 
aiclively tnying to induce the Shah to upset the Coustitutio yy His Majesty 

vaonth. Iso by 0 meat whether M. de Tins really be 
sussisthig me in spite of his repeated pro 

winly warned me that the Russitn Legation were playing 

porting this 1 lave not lost sight of the fact tliat it is to the 
Goyyrnmient to prevent by all means in their power any understai 
Britain and Russia; buf {have been warmed from several different sources, 
lbhough M. de Hartwig makes many protestations of his desire to. co-operate with 
me le by no means inspires mie with Gonder 


ays AZO 
ani. In 


T have, &e. 
(Sigued) EVELYN GRAND DUE 


Tuclosure in No, 10. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Grand Visier. 
September 8, 1906, 

1 YESTERDAY wont fo Rustemabiad hoping to ave the honour of seeing you, 
Dud found that you hind gone to town. 

‘The Mushir-ul-Mulk will no doubt have informed you of the conversation we 
lind regarding the present very serious situation. 

Last night 1 received intelligence that the people now in “bast” at His Majesty's 
Legation wore assitming a threatening attitude, and announced their intention of 
‘again filling the grounds with their partisans, if necessary effecting an entry bs 
should tis Majesty the Shah not grant their demands by 12 o'clock to-day 
demands, which are as follows, are already no doubt known to your Highness 

1. The immediate exile of Ain-od-Dowleh, Amir Bahadur Jang, the Sipahdar, 
and Hajib-ed-Dowleh, the Rarrash Bashi. 


. he signature of His Majesty the Shah of the Regulations for the elective 
Assembly. 


‘The former demand. is, as your Highness is well aware, a matter of pressing 
necessity, unless the Persian Government are prepared to face «tive resistance on the 


15 ; 
yart of a large portion of the inkabitants of Tehran with whom practically the whole 
nation <ympet ve hings constitutes a grave danger to Tis Majesty the Shah and the 
Provided that the four officials mentioned are immediately exiled to 
‘mpire, T think it not improbable that, the leaders ot the people 
Regulations for tle Assembly in a rational manner. 
As re: Legation, T hiave the honour to request: 
ow to draw the at y the Shah to the fact that the foreible entry 
jp ia foreian Legation by His Majesty’s subjects constitutes a very grave offence 
recording ti ‘ations, for whieh the Persian Government will he compelled 
the consequences. That such forcible entry will occur if the demands of the 
onic aro not complied with is formally announced’ by the *bastis,”. Tt is unnecessary: 
pet fat out to your Highness that the Persian Government are face to face with a 
ae lation, and that any act on their part whieh is calculated to increase the present, 
rong the people may lead to the most regrettable results. ; 

‘express tle hope that in laying this note before the Shab, your Higtines 
to [Tis Majesty that it is not from any wish to interfere in the internal 
1 rsia that I venture to recommend His 3 y t the petitions of 
lis people. ‘The ancient, friendship: between IL ment and. the 
ajar dyudsty makes it clear to me that it ismy duty on an oecasion like the present 
warn’ er fo his dynasty which may follow any delay 
1 the crisis throngh which the vation 


nce writing the above T hear from acoriain source that the people will also 
demand: the: . yer-cd-Dowlch, Governor of Tehran, and the arrest of 
Sordar Akram, late V: 





{32997} No. 1. 
Mv. B. Grant Duff to Sie Edward’ Grey.—(Received October 1.) 


Guluhok, Seplemlier U1, 1906, 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 113 of the 17th ultino, P have the honour 

Jsinit Tonustith eonespondence with the Pertine Goyerament. regarding, the 

a hu siven for the attacks anade by tho inbubitants of Nusrotabad ancl its 

ichuily on His Majesty's Consulate in Seistan on the 27th March aud the 1th July 
last. 

You will eve that in his note of the 80Uh uldimo the Gaand Vizier makes difienltivs 
alout the reimoval from Scistan of Uie four persons whose expulsion fron Seistan ik 
one ot the demands of His M verninent, His Highness also objects to give the 
10,000 vars of land asked for. 

L replied yesterday to the Mushir-od-Dowleh’s note to the effect that 1 was unable 
to euteriain his proposuls, and that 1 had alrewly had the honour to indicate tho 
terms which His Majesty's Government wore prepared to aecopt in settlement of the 


Tyenture to point out that from the fixst the Persian Goverment lave, 
to treat thi son His Majesty's Consihate—the first of which was cortainly of a 
grave nature dents of no particular importance, and the special official app 
to inquire into the case did not reach the province for some four months after the 
commission of the offence, 

Tt would, in my opinion, Ie imprudent to consent to easier ter 
our demanilsare, considering the offence, by no means harsh. The Persian Gove 
will probably have some dificulty in their present weak stato in effecting the 
of the four instigators of the distiirhanees. Que of these persons, Se) 
Bunjari, was the prime inover in the riot of 1903, and his deportation is specially 
desirable, 

Tshall sev the Grand Vizier tosnoriow, and shall continue {0 press for the terms 
demanded, 

Thave, 
(Signed) ELYN GRANT DUBE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 11. 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowteh. 


Gulahek, August 18, 1906, 
IMS MAJESTY’S Consul in Seistan iuforms me that the Commissioner sent by 
Uie Persian Government to inquire into the disturbances at Nusretabad on the 
27th March st has verbally agreed to recommond the following 
‘measures against the rioters 
1. ‘Tho Deputy Governor, the Mustaufi, and all the ringlealers (except the Mujte 
Sheikh Roza), whose names were given to the Persian Goverment, to call at Hi 
eaty's Consulate : 
1 Four of th pal rs tamely Mullah Muluuomad ‘Paki, Mullale 
Hassein, Haji Khorashedi, and Saiyed Husein (Bunjati), to be dep 


pensation of 100k to he paid hiy the Persian Government for damages done 
ier fo (he Consular dispensary 
1, ‘The rant of 10,000 zany of lind for the exteusion of the Consular hospital. 
11 Honour, by the instruction of His Majesty's Principal Scere 
State, for 1 Affiits,, to inform your Highnoss that His Maj i 
are prepared! to accept the above proposals 


Inclosnre 2 in No, 11, 
Mushivsed=Dowleh to Mv, E. Grant Dug. 


(Pranstation,) August 30, 1906. 
IN reply to your note with respect to the settlement of the incident whieh occurred 
somo months ago in Seistany have the honour to say th ian Gon t gave 
doliuite instructions: to. his with Keon desire to 
sotile the case, and expocted that with the help of the British Consul a settlement 
would he arrived at, Nov that the settlement of the question has been made subject 
to four conditions, L would! observe that of course the sense of justice possessed by the 
representatives of tho British Gov will cause you to agree that 
persons representing the (or 
for tho ineident, it will not b 
Do expelled so that on 
difficultios should occur whieh might not ho ad 
your siibjects there, and at the sime time ease tenuble to the 1 
ospeeially at this particular moment, and disturb the general pe 
Also, if the damages for the dispenisury are paid it is not ex nt friendly 
Goverment that a proposal shor he male that stich aud siiel an a fovernmentt 
Tad should be handled over satis. 
Li these cireiinstaneos, having complete ivust fu the justice of the Ki 
of {lig Majesty’s Gyerument and in you aquity, it is ¢ 
allow tis sto become. ap Uh cou will sive 
to your Consul in Seis ottle the matter i this wy — that those pe 
should apologize, that the dunages for the dispensary: should Ine paid, and the matter 
De settled, and the Representatives of the two jents bo contented andl at ease. 


Inelosure 3 in No. 11, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


w! 
Consulate in Seistan on the 


7 


T have already had the honour to indicate to your Highness the terms which His 
Majesty's Government are prepared to accept in seltlement of the case, and T. regret 
{hat Tam unable to entertain the proposals which your Excellency puts forward in your 
note under reply. 





[329981 No. 12, 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Gréy—(Received October 1.) 

alee) Gulatiek, September 11, 1900. 
[HAVE the hionowr to forward herewith a copy of a despatch addressed. hy: His 
Majesty's Consul at Kermanshah to His Mojesty’s Consul-Ceneral at Bushire on the 
subject of his recent visit tothe Vali of Pusht--Kuh, Phis Chiof asked Captain Gough 
‘whether the British Government would give him. an_ assurance that, his present, semi 
independence of the Cent nent would not be taken from him, and whether 
lis fourth sou could in some way be made our protégé. Captain Gough replied that 
Ho could himself give no answer as regards the first request, which he would submit to 

the Government of India, but that the second could not he entertained. 
Tventure to think tat until it is possible to judge awith some acouracy of the 
probable course of events in this comtry: if would he inadvisable to give any definite 
surauce to the Vali of Pusht-i-Kuh, but in view of the possibility that at some futuro 
nay be thought desirable to reconsider the project of a oad, through Lanistan, 
wuld be well for His Majesty's Consul at Kermanshali to keep in touch with, and 

onally visit, the Chief in question, 


T have, & 
(Signed) VELYN GRANT DURE, 


Inelosure in No, 12. 
Consul Gough to Consul-General Co 


Sir, Kermanshah, July 31, 1906, 
1 Pusht-ieKuh, I was approached by the 
aquests which he ask nent on his behalf, 

2. In the first place, he referred to the efforts of the Central Government to obta 
control over die outlying portions of the Persian Empire, and cited Kurdistan and 
Bakhtiaristan as examples of their methods of procedure, As you are no doubt. aware, 

nilistan avas formerly ruled by its own Valis, with their heredit exactly 
the same 9 isnow Pushti-Kuh, ‘the Persia however, managed 

ali of Kurdistan by fomenting huternal dissensions to 

ble to step in aud finally take over tho province without 

‘manshal—u porsou of no consequence, snd 

overmuent for his daily read, In the 

conntry, too, the Vali pointed out, that the dissen: ed up by the 

t have’ fearfully weakened the powers of the formerly: semi-independent 

a the Bakhtiaris, He himself, more lucky than they, has the advantage of 
living in an almost impenetrable maze of mountains, entered only by a few rongh mul 

tracks. Unfortamately, the Vali is on very ‘ms with his eldest son, who is backed 

Jy some of the most powerful men in Push "hese men are the progeny of black 

%, originally brought into the country hy his father and grandfather, and who have 
now become free, and exceedingly rich, and by far the most powerlul clement in 
Pusht-iKuh. Some of them are individually richer than the Vali himself, ant ke 

os, and have a larger following of better: 
mounted servants than the Vali himself, Some of these men are backing up. the 
ali’s son, and it seems exceedingly probable that before long. there will be « general 
uph PushticKul, 
iis afraid that this state of affairswill beage 
ment, and that they. will finally 1 take over 1 
_Like most thinking men in Persia, too, he is of opinion that thi 

fairs in Persia itself cannot long continue, and pretends to recognize that some day 
cither Russia or England must step ore order. As the result of the recent 
war He a the former, and therefore thinks that we are the only solution 

82. 
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3, His request, therefore, is, that the British Government should give him some 
assurance of protection against futuro contingencies. 3 
Tn return for this, he thinks le might be able to render valuable servi 

J on, in case of necessity, U country imd resources might be of 

some possible future operations against a foree approaching from the 


Government 
‘would enriainly ir ilds of Pusht-i- 
Kuh, 

‘Pho Vali, 100, has am tmdoubted influence with the various disunited Lur tribes in 
Pish-Kul, and, in ease of a road from Dizful being: at some future date decided on, the 
Vali's hielp to us anight be invaluable, 

‘At present, all that he asks for is our moral support. 

5, Lie second vagpiest wae ono was ablo to fell hin coil not’ be grinted. He 
asked that his fourth son, a boy of perhaps eight or nine years of age, might be made 
in some way a protégé of the British Government. 

1 think the Vali’s idea in this is to protect the lad against his eldest brother when 
the latter succeeds his fathor in natural course, As Uhave remarked above, the Vali is 
‘on1 bad terms with his eldest son, and the reason for this is the amdne favour shown to 
tho younger brother. 

Told the Vali that 1 regretted that TF could not see my way to recommending that 
is request should be granted. 

With rogard to the first request T assured the Vali no 
myself, but would report the mutter to Government for their deci 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) H, GOUGH, 


answer 





(32999) No. 13, 


Mr, E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received October 1.) 


(No. 280.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 11, 1906. 
WIHT reference to your telegram No. 128 of the 7th instant, T have the honour 
to inclose copy of correspondence with the Russian Minister, which shows that the 

of the Turkish Government to His Majesty’s Ambasstdor and to the 
Thussian Chargé d’Attaires at Constantinople regarding the rumoured withdrawal of 
ihe Turkish Commissioner to Sulcimanich and the collection of taxes in Mergawar are 
not identical, 

Owing to the situation here, which obliges me to give attention to more pressing 
mnatters, Uhave not yet been able fo discuss the frontier question with the Grand 
Virior, but hope to'seo his Highness to-day, when I will endeavoitr to discover what 
is the present stato of the dispute, 

You will sco that M. de Hartwig states that he fas no accurate information with 
regard to the matter. 

T have, &e. 
sued) EVELYN GRANT DU 


Tnclosuye 1 in No, 18, 
Mr, B. Gront Duff to M. de Hortwiy. 
Cher M, de Harbwig, Goulahek, le 9 Septembre, 1906. 
PAT oublié de vous dire co matin que, Wapids un téégramme que j'ai reeu de 


Londres, il parait, que le Gouvernement Ottoman déclare que Pinformation nécemment 
‘communiquée i votre Excellence par le Gouvernement du Schah que le Teprésentant 
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‘Ture se serait retiré 4 Suléimanié et que les autorités Turques avaient imposé des 
taxes & Mergavar est complétement sans fondation. a 
Je propose de fairo part verbalement i Mouchir-ed-Dowlé du contenu du 
4€égramme préindiqué. = ; A 
‘Fet-ce que, peut-btre, votre Excellence a des informations exactes de ee qui so 
passe sur la frontidre Turco-Persane ? 
Je vous, &e. 
(Signé) “EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 18, 
‘M. de Hartwig to Mr, E. Grant Duff, 


Cher M. Grant Dui, Zerguendeh, le 27 Aoitt (0 Septembre), 1906. 

JE mempresse d'informer yotre Excellence que les renseignements qui mo sont 
parvenus de Constantinople par la yoie de Saint-Pétershourg an sujet du différend 
Harco-Persan ne sont point aussi catégoriques que ceux dont: vous faites mention dans 
votre lettre do co jour. ; 

‘Ainsi, au cours dun entretien qu’a eu notre Ohargé d’Affaires & Constantinople 
avee Ie Grand Vizir, co dernier a dQ désayouor la, conduite du Commissaire Ture et: 
assurait M, Swetchine dayoir douné des ordres télégraphiques tres précis \ Zenny 
Pacha, qui seflorgait a éviter la rencontro avec son collegue Persan, 

Pour ee qui conceme In perception des taxes & Mergavar, lo Promier Ministre 
Ottoman s'est bomé & exprimer des doutes A ce sujet, promettant. d’instituer 
time onquéte sur les lioux ot dagir trés sévérement dans le eas ot In plainte du 
Gouvernement Persan serait fondée, ‘ 

Mallioureusement, jusqu’d Vheure qu'il est, jo n'ai pas en d’autres nouvelles sur co 
qui se passe & In frontidre ureo-Persane. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) N. WARTWIG. 





[33000] No. 14. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 231.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 12, 1906. 

IN my telegrams Nos. 220 and 221 of the 22nd and 23rd ultimo respectiv 
the honour to bring to your notice the serious condition of affairs at Shiraz and the 
means it was proposed to adopt to protect. British subjects in that town should the 
disturbances in that town assume an anti-foreign character. 

T do not think the populace at Shiraz had the slightest intention to moles» 
Europeans, and itis clear that their demonstration against the Imperial Bank of Pe 
was merely intended to call the attention of the Central Government to their just 
grievances azainst the Shoa-es-Saltaneh, whose intrigues in Fars are the main cause of 
the agitation 

Thave the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Consul at 
Shiraz, reporting a conversation with the present Governor-General, which gives a vivid 
idea of Persian methods of administration and the difficulties with which relatively 
capable ollicials like Aln-ed-Dowleh have to contend. Nhe agitation has now calmed 
down, and the famous Vekil Bazaar (one of the properties seized by the Shoa-es-Saltanch) 
hhas been handed back to the people of Shiraz. ‘The Grand Vizier informs me that a 

1 official is being sent to Fars to decide what property legally belongs to the Shoa, 

with power to retiim to the lawful owners such lindas the Prince may have arbitrarily 
seized, Whether this official will accomplish anything definite remains to be seen, but 
the fact that the Prince has heen forced to return the Vekil Bazaar lias already greatly 
improved the situation. 


Thaye the honour to inclose such correspondence as there has been with the Persian. 
Government on the subject. 


T have, &¢, 
(Signed) YN GRANT DUR. 





Tnelosure ? in 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
August 20, 1906, 

WITH freference to my letter of the 12th Angust, 1 regret to have to inform 
Your Highness that 1 liave to-day received a telegram ftom His Majesty's Consul at 
Shiraz stating that the people of that city, not satisfied with the measures taken to 
redress their grievances, have cloxed their shops, lich! a mass meeting in the new 
mosque, and threaten to take hast at His Majesty's Consulate, 

Thave telegraphed to. Mr. Grahame urging’ him to do all in his power to dissuade 
the people from taking refuge under the British flag, and [ trast your Hizhness will at 
‘once take steps to reassure the people and to prevent their resorting to His Ma‘ 
Consulate, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 14, 


Mr. E. Grant Duff to Mushir-vit-Dowleh, 


for many months pas 
undor tie British 


re been seriously 
y of the province 


fresh outbreak, 

115 tle forcible closing of a Briti protected hank, 

rock the offices of European merchants and even to attack the official 

es of foreign Representatives, will g e the concern which His 

esty’s Government already feel for the security interests in Fars, and will 
y endanger the good feeling which exists between the two Governments, 

Your Highness thas, P understand, been fully intormed of the grievances alleged by 


the people, anid must be avare of the only course which will satisfy them and restore 
order permanently £0 the provine, 


‘again earnestly hog, for the sake of the: 
ment, as well ns for the protection of British interest 
to the Governor-General to give the people such assurances as will satisfy them, and 
estore the provinee onee more to a peaceable and normal condition. Ry 
Since writing (he above L haye received a telegram which shows that His Majesty's 
Government, in view of the situation, are seriously considering the question of sendiniea 


hody of troops to protect British interests at Shiraz, 


od name of the Persian Govern- 
that orders may at once be sent 


————— 
Tnelosure 3 in No. 14, 


eens Consul Grahame to Mr. E. Grant Dufl. 
Sir, 

IN amplification of my telegram No. 89 of to-day 
appeal from the Ala-ed-Dowleh to rouse the Persian Govcrument to a sense of the 
situation in Fars, L have the honour to inform you that I had a long interview betwee 
Gand 8 pat, yesterday with his Excellency, in the course of which he spoke in tie ve 


r 
SHrongest terms of the folly and bad faith of that Government in regard to the affairs « 
‘ars, 


Shiraz, August 11, 1906. 
date, conveying to you an 


He reminded me'of the assurances given by the Mushirsed-Dowleh to you and 
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eyed by me under your instructions to the people of Shiraz, to the effect that he 
cn yee ave fall powers in settling all matters connected vith the Prince Shoa-es- 
Sultaneh’s properties, ‘The Shah had given hima “dastidhatt” to that effect, and this 
Gocument had been produced to His Majesty's Legation and to the people of Shiraz 
fas.a solemn pledge of the Shal's good faith, It had become a dead letter, 

He wae hampered at every turn in Tehran by the intrigues of the Prince himself— 
in Fars by those of his followers. Did he enforce a decision to-day, to-morrow came a 
telegram from the Persian Government, “What are you doing with the Prince's 

ties 2 
Propome time ago, under direct instructions from that Government, he had announced 
to the people and had given them a writing to the effect that the Shah granted to them 
the Bazar-i-Vekil and contiguous shops to be held on the same terms as before, i.e, 
nominally Crown property, but, by usaze of more than a hundred years, private frechold, 

nbsequently on his applying fora reseript—as prayed by the people—under the Shah's 

i, confirming this grant, Prince Shoa-es-Saltanch angrily protested that. the 

Persian Government could not dispose of his private properties (an argument which 
sounds rather like the Devil quoting Seripture). 

‘he Prince, under pretext of his purchase from the Shah, had seized numberless 
properties—whole tracts of country in Behbehan and Kazeroun—which were nowise 
Included in that purchase, and in some eases could be shown by irreftagable doc 
mentary evidence not to belong to the Cronn, If he (Ala-cd-Dowleh) decided that 
such and stich properties must be surrendered to its former owner, His Imperial Highness 
raised the ery that while the Qavam’s men were permitted to administer unmolested 
their master’s lands, his overseers were expelled, : 

His Excellency produced to me a letter written to him by Prince Moayyid-es- 
Saltaneh (formerly Head of the Persian ‘elegraphs, Shiraz), at the Prince's dictation, 
‘couclied in terms similar to those of His Imperial Higiness! telegram of the 11th July, 
copy of which was communicated to, you in my despatch No, 52, Secret, of the 14th July, 
angrily asking me what I thought of the style, or how it was possible for him to obey 
half-a-dozen masters and keep Fars in onder. ae 

selleney accused Prince Shoa of being in league with the Tkhani of the 

is (Soulet-eil-Dowleh) to keep the province in a ferment, and the Sirdar-i-Akram 

of writing Jetters to tlie baser sort of Akhonds, inciting them to provoke troubles in 
“Shiraz. 

He waxed eloquent on the way in which he had toiled to keep the Bushire Road 
in order and prevent the clergy here from following the example of that of ‘Tehran 
His strength and powers were limited, He could, and had, provented meetings of 
Akhonds in the town, He could not prevent Akhonds meeting—as they had heen doing 
latterly—in the suburbs, 

What more could he do? His hands were tied. 

His Excellency from time to time appealed for confirmation of his. statements to 
the Salares-Sultan and Nast-ed-Dowleh, who were present during the earlier part of my 
interview. He wamed me that he had used and abused his influence to keep the clergy 
and people quict. He coulil do so no longer. It was useless for him to tell any more 
lies on belialf of « blind and ungrateful Government. 

Tn answer to my suggestion that { should make a personal appeal to Mirza Ubrahim 
to restrain the clergy and people, his Excellency assured me that the discontent had 
spread far beyond the control of that Mujtahed. 

ylte Persian Government remained deat to his warnings—bind to the real eouition 
of things in Fars, 
hah to lose the allegiance of 5,000,000 of his subjects to gratify the 
ambition or greed of a foolish youth ? 

He appealed to me to reqitest you at once to use your utmost endeavours, to arouse 
the Government to a perception of the real state Of affairs here. In doing 40 no 
language you could use would be too strong (*sakht”), 

1 know my Government,” said his Mxcelleney; “they will never believe 
anything is going to happen till it really docs. It keeps on saying Inshallah! it won't 
ho so.” He liad done huis best, as T and others could hear witness, to uphold the Shab's 
prestige, but the Shab himself had made his Royal word of no avail, and the people, 
weary of this further delay, were now on the eve of again resorting to the Consulate, 
He could no longer prevent them, ‘This time they sould come not in hundreds, but in 
thousands. ‘The Prince's spies, like the Basgir-ul-Mulk (Head of the Persian ‘Velegraphs) 
and others; the Karguzar (sir), | hinted, would represent that he and I had leagued 


together to bring about this further agitation, He could not stop their mouths. He 
(es2] G 
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was tired of endeavouring to do the impossible. Four times he had telegraphed his 
resignation. ‘The Government had refused. Next time he would go without asking 
permission, 

T said all T could to eonvince his Excellency of my fullest appreciation of his good 
services, my sympathy with hin in his difficulties, and my determination to assist him by 
any legitimate means in my power. 

After the departure ot Salar and Nasr-ed-Dowleh, his Exeelleney used even more 
forcible language and adjured me to send you a very long and very strong telezram in 
the sense ubove indicated, and to explain to you fully by to-day’s post the difficulties 
of his position, difficulties in which he coniidently relies on your friendship. 

Aln-ed-Dowleh is, as you are aware, a person of somewhat sudden moods-—an 
“Txeellenz Plitalich "—and perhaps we must discount to @ certain extent the extreme 
force of his language on this occasion, 

Teis possible he may he in a meusure influenced py the Qavamis, who are driven to 
desperation at their failure to obtain the Qavam’s release, while Nasir-ul-Mulk, after an 
Appeal to Shoa-es-Saltanch’s mother, has—as you know—heen liberated, 

As rexards Ala-ed-Dowleh’s threat to leave Shiraz, I have private information that 

few nights ayo he liad ten horses ready saddled in the stables asaitin his orders 
Wire his Exeslleney to ride off’ one night ina fine frenzy, the position here might 
become very serious—if anything can become serious with the people of Fars —and L 
nile him promise that he would not make such a move witliout warning ae seeretly a 
day or to beforehand, 

I had gone to see his Exeelleney by appointment to diseuss some local eases, eye, 
that of the slave woman Zohre referred to in my despatch No, 67 of the Ist August, 
1 way only able to drag in two or three of ‘these a propos des hottes, but. his 
Excellency has promised to give these his attention on Monday. 

he relations between us are at present most cordial, and Tam ansious to make hay 
while the sun shines, 

I heard yosterday from a leading merchant and tolay from two indepen 
quarters of the intention of the maleontents to resort to this Consulate once more— 
probably on ‘Tuesday, the Iti instant, 

‘No my informant of yesterday T suggested that it would be well that the people 


should first inform the Sidr-Azam of their intention, sending you a copy of their 


telegram, 
1 have, &e, 
(Signed) GEORGE GRAHAM 


Tnelosure 4 in No. 14, 


Mushir-edsDowleh to My. B. Grant Duff 

inslation,) August 50, 190 

T HAVE received your note of the 23rd instant respecting the attitude of the 
inhabitants of Pars, 

Although I have already explained to you, Edo wot consider it unnecessny to 
Fepeat to yow in reply thal, as you are aware, whenever there bad heen any emergency 
at Shiraz or any other part of the Empire where the public peace had beet threatened, 
Ue Imperial Government lias sot spared any measure in restoring order, During your 
stay at ‘Tehran you have witnessed similar eases, You are aware that the Peisian 
Government has taken the necessary ineastes to put an end to the recent grievances of 
the inhabitants of Fats, who now enjoy peace and harmony 

1 sas very mich surprised at the last paragraph of niler reply, in which 
you stato that the British Government is considering the question of sendinse some 
troops. If there lias been recently, on a fei" aceasions, some differences amongst the 
ignorant classes, such differences have never been directed against the foreign interests 
and no foreign subject. has. been injured, but they haye always eujoyed perf 
to their satisfaction, In other countries where there have been revolut 

and foreign subjects have suilered great losses, no poser hias entered into 
nor taken sich measures. In view of this fact, | do not see hiow the 
h Government is considering such a measure on account of a trifling ine 

le the Persian Government is expecting otherwise in view of the friendship existing 
between the two Governments. I have, however, no doubt that you will inform your 
Government of the peace enjoyed by the people, and also of the energetic measures 
taken by the Persian Government in the matter. 
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Tnclosure 5 in No. 14, 


Mushir-ed-Dowleh to Mr. E. Grant Duff 
(tenalaton) August 80, 1906, 

T HAVE had the honour to receive your note of the 20th August with respect to 
the action of the inhabitants of Fars in conncetion with their complaints, and, in reply, I 
have the honour to state that the authorities in that province have taken the necessary 
steps to tranquillize them and put their minds at ease. 





[83001] No. 15. 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Fdward Grey.—(Received Gctober 1.) 


Sir, Gulahek, September 12, 1901. 
THAVE the hononr to transmnit herewith a summary of the Blection Regulations 
for tle Persian Assembly, TI milations were signed) on dhe 10th instant by His 
Majesty the Shah, after the insertion of the modifientions which appear in red tik in 
the margin of the inclosure,? 
Ihave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFE, 


Inclosure in No. 15, 


Summary of Draft Blection Regulations for the Persian National Nssombly, ax 
drawn up by the Merchants, September 1906, 


ARTICLE 1, Composition of Blectorate.—Memburs to be olected by lector 
proviu ‘I districts, Electorate composed of prinees and. ki 
religious studonts, nobles and aristocracy is, landowners t 
Art. 2 Qualifications of Hlectorate.—Hlectors must he over 2 
by Persian subjects, and must have resided at least one year in the district of election, 
ss uiist possess land worth at least 1,000 tomans, Merchants anust have 
cular business ani office, ‘Traders must have « particule trade an he men 


Dinqualijication of Electors.—‘Vhe following, persons are disqualilied from 
clecting: women, persons not of age aud under tutelage, foreign subjects, persons 
25 yeuns of age, military or naval men, persons known to hold subyemive 
opinions, bankrupts, persons accused of murder or theft, condemned persons or those 
sho have mndorgone punishment by the Las of Islan. 
The following are not cligible as voters, ex-officio : Govemors or Government 
officials in their own provinces; officials of the police department in their own distric 
Art. 4. Qualifications of Members—Members must possess the following: 
qualifications ;— 


nist talk Porsi 
and write Per: 
be Persian subjects ; 
ist be well known, sind Have resided at least one year inthe province of 
election 5 
Must not be in Government employ ; 
) or over 70 years of age. 


—'Tho following persons are disqualified from 
persons not of age and ander tutelage, foreign 
Hs under 30 years of aye, military or naval men, persons known to hold 
e opinions, bankrupts, persons accnsed of murder or theft, condenmed persons 

who have undergone punishment by the Laws of Islam. 
Art. 6. Teliran Members.—Vhe number of roprescntatives elected will be 
according to the population of the electing province or district. Fach province will 


* Sco foot-notes om p. 24, 
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Geet Jetweon six amd twelve Members. Tehran and the district including Kuan, 
‘Semnan, and Damghan® will elect the following Member: 


Prinves and kajars a 
Clergy and religions students 
Nobles and aristocracy. 
Merchants. a 
Guilds (etek guild, 1 member) 


otal 


Provincial Members— 


Anatatiny 
Ghilan 


Marbat, Turshiz, Kuclinty Bajaur 


Kerman, thlichistan 
Fans 


Gull ports 
rasan Last 


jhavend,/ Kemet, Gulpaigan, hiner 


(iv all, 160 Members.) 


Joctors have one vote and may only vote in 
Ant 8. otal number of Members, 200), to be sent to 
Moby _ ; 
‘Art, Blections to be carried on andor superiitendenee of six well-known and 
porous in each province under temporiry supervision of Governor of 
provinee, ; 
Art. 10, Couphiints rewarding the elvetions will not retard them. ; 
Axi 1, Complaints x ig elections anust be submitted to the Tocal committee, 
and, if without eesult, to 
Art. 12, Should i Moni 
the general blections, the Members of the \ssonuuly will ¢ 
‘Art. 13, Menibers ad clectors to be registered. 
Avt. 1. “Tribes ave-the right to vote. 
ons will be carried on fi 
nates ty be inser 


Lh class elects its 


to poople by printed notices. : 
Art. 19. ‘Tho provincial Members will not be waited for 5 the 
is soon as possible after Tehran Members have heen elected. a 
Art. 20. ‘Table expenses anil yearly salaries of officials of house will be 


Members elected for two years, after which there will he general 


‘Art. 22. Complaints garding elections must_be addressed in writing to the 
President. 

Ant. 23, Without the consent of the Assembly, none of its Members will be 
Liable to arrest or detention, The Members are free to sy oF write what they p 
and the Government his no right to intorfere with them. 

(Here follow twelve Articles with respect to the Voting Regulations.) 
(PG, 
September, 1906, 





* Kum, Soran, and Damghan bavw been bracketed with Khamseh aud Rarvin—G. Bs 
t Anationdnont alloys the trade juinls to elect reyesentatives for thenselves fru other classe 
Desidos a, PG. 
tA jes! that! should a. Member conanit an open beach of the yeuce hr 
will To ‘and that proceedings wil be hustitited ogaitst any Memaer whe 
‘writes oF says anything coutrany’ to the Laws of Glatt Pe 
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{33004} No. 16. 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 235.) 
Sin Guluiek, Seplember 12, 1908. 
receipt of your despatch No. 79 of the 21st May last, 1 requested His Majesty 
Mohammerah to furnish me with report regarding the situation on tho 
so fat as it alfecis the relations between the Enphrates and Tigris Steam 
amd Haji Moin-ut2Uujjar, Yon will ser from Mr, MeDouall’s 
of which T have the honour to inelose, that for the kis) sixteon years 
ani] Haji Moin-nt-Dujjar have heen trying to come to an agreement, hub 
‘The Moin has now purchased a steamer, whieh he proposes to rm 
ou the Karun with the apparent object of forcing the Company to come to terms with 
him. 
Mr. MeDouall thinks that there is no reason to suspect that the Moin is being 
supported by foreigners, as all the correspondence which eu place relative to tho 
op lias been with Messrs. Ellinger, a British firm. His Majesty’s Consnl also 
points out iw to understand dhe relationship between the 
Shei is-ut-Pujjan, and the Moin-ut-T Tho lattor lias for 
chi, while the Raisut-Tujjar has for long: 
Jeon the Moin’s ogent at Mohummierah for the sale of goals exported on tho latter's 
account by Me- linge! 
fy Mr. MeDousll’s opinion the Sheikh of Mohanmnerah ean be depeniled upon to 
romain uoutral, and, as the friend of both parties, would probably endeavour to wrange 
An agrecment to kesp up freiglts between thom, 
Lhave, & 
neil) Y GRANT DOEP, 


Tuelosure in No. 16. 


Consul MeDouall to Mr, B. Grant Duff, 


Mohannerai, August 1, 190 
IN moply- to your des th ultimo, regarding the Huphirates 
anil Tigris Steamy Navigation Company and Haji Moiu-ut-ujjar, Taye tho lonour to 
f g the last sixteen years the Company and Haji Moin haye always 
0 nnd have at intervals attempted to do 
hegotiations here it appeared that Moin wanted money to work his 
hot prepared to give up the management, whereas. th 
reil to advance money on condition that: the Moin should bo a s 
ties were also raised by the Persian Government, who on one o¢ 
rofused to agreement on some smnatters only bebween the parties, On Moin's 
return from London in December 1905 he told me that he had made a final attempt, 
with the ce of Colonel Picot, to come to an arrangement with Messrs. Lynch 
and failed, 
Moin-ut-Tujjar lias for many years heen agent to Mestrs. Ellinger, of Manchester, 
Tor cotton and other goods, and hie ordered a steamer through thom, whieh was built 
by Messrs. Ritchie, Graham, and Milne, of Glasgow, and put together here, and will 
commence running to Nasseri next week, Sho is said tu take 80. tous cargo, and to 
tow a Darge taking 100 tons. No barge las yet arrived, but several aro expected. 
Meantine the Moin has hired a barge belonging to the Rais-ut-l'ujjur for six months for 
200 tomans, 
Kang it Moin Tiolds the Concession for the monopoly of tho navixation of the Upper 
aru eption of one steanier—te,, tho *Shushan.” He has been trying to 
buy a suital el for this, but hitherto wi ‘ 
‘The agency of th 
named Basil, 
to repre 


an Ispaban Arme 
ploy of Me chy und he hy alsa be 
: ‘len as agent of the Hamburg-Amorican steamers, M. 
5 said to have obt ofthe Mofn's steamer for M, sil, M.‘Ter Meulen, 
asa Dutch morchant endeavouring to establish a forwarding agency for up-country, 
sould aturally encourage any opposition to Messrs. Lyueh which would tend to reduce 
Relehs, $0 that his support does not necessarily imply that it is given as Russian 
{1682} IL 





h 0 amer, barges, &e., is with Messrs, 
When the Concession ay ted, an opinion was 
expr was interested, ut nothin; transpired 
20 support this surmise 

The Company apparently do not understand the relationship betw 
Arfa, the Raisnt-Pujjar, aud Moin-t-Cujjar. The Moin, has. for 
agent of the Sirdar hran, and for a louger period the Rais-ut-Tujjar 
agont at Mohan: it“Tujjar for sule of goads exported on Moin's 
account by 

‘Pho Sardar Arfu may’, [ think, he depended upon to be and hi 
to holly parties, vould endeavont 
thon, 

‘he Rai r informs me that the Compan 
proposals ho made then, the agreements. formerly 
expired, ot being on the point of expinat 

At present about thy 

Shuster or the Bukhtis 
sailing boats, 
Home of tho Shuste 
will ho largely with the 
with the local merchants, 


, as 8 Friend 
greement to keep up freiglits between 


never replied to. ce 
¢ between them if 
arried by the Company is through 
carried 
iter to obtai 
competition 
great influence 
the local cargo, 
is a percentage 
st 
‘and the 
hip between 


{t appears, probable that the purchase of this steamer is a last attempt of the 
Moin-ut-gjjar to compel the Company to augreo to the arrangements whiell hewiches, 
__ Thave, 8 
(Sigued) W, McbOuAL 





{83005| No: 17; 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—«iecei 
ca y -y.—« Received October 1.) 
Sir, Gulahck, September 13, 1906. 
238 of the 10th instant, Fhave the Honour to 
nil Vizier vestorday informed me that his predécessor in office had 
sion for tho establishment of « German Yank in Tehran. His Highness, 
mud to Know little about the details of the scheme, said that recently bu had 
heard vothing of the matter, . 
Mr. lihino states that lie has heard nothing on the subject, but, from a come 
mane point At sie hr ards the fouuation of sucha bank with equi 
atlivy iat the kof Persinand the Bansne d’Eseompte amply sullice 
for the needs of Pohran, "The position of the former is now ve Denia 
notes are, [ find, aecepted by villagers 
ago the peasiits refused to i 
At present the proposed C 
adilitional proof that the German Government 





13006) No. 18, 


@ 237) Mr. E, Grant Duff to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received October 1) 
10, 237. 
dir, Gulakek, September 13, 1906. 
THAD he tonot lu roueive your despatch No, 11 of the 20th July last, iusruct 
te to make inquiries regarding an Oil Concession stated to have been granted 
Minister of Wa : tebe roe 
Tinclosé Memorandum by Mr. Churchill, whieh shows that tvo ‘such Conce: 


27. 


eon granted to Vali Khan Nasr-esSaltanch, formerly Governor-General of 
= en aM Ghiof of the Artillery at Teliran, to work the petroloum deposits on 


his own estates nderan (including Tunkabun, Kudjur, and Ka aristag) and on 

his Talish Dowlab in Ghilan, a fexy miles west of Es The fi Coner mn 

a. given tohim by Nasr-ed-Din Shah, while the Ghilan Concession was 

ing the present reign. ; 

"The late Persian Ministor at Berlin, Mooyyed-os-Saltanch, has acted as agent in 

cope for the Concessions, but up to the present the efforts made from time to time 

to induce foreign ca ts totake an interest in them do not appear to have been 

attended with suceess. 

ui vy could add that the Minister of Waris the Naib-cs-Saltanch, a younger brother 
of the present Shah, while the concessiouniire’s title is Saltaneh. 

‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh states that no Oil Conce: heen granted to the 


ae Thave, &e. 
(Signed) SVELYN GRAN@ DUE, 


Tnclosure in No, 18. 
Memorandum by Mr, Churchill respecting Oil Concessions. 


TWO Concessions have been acquired by Vali Khan Sopahdar, the present Minister 
of Pelegruplis, beiter known as Nasr-es-Saltanch, for working: the petroleum deposits 
‘on his own estates in Mazanderan and Ghilan. 

‘Tho first Concession was given by Nasr-ed-Din Shah for the Mazamderan petroleum, 
Aung Twoksbun, Kudjue and Ralaising; the seeand was: given by the present 
alt for Talish Doulab, in G! a few miles west of Enzeli. 

The Sopalidar entered into an agreement with a Russian Company some years ago 

with the object of working the Mazanderan oil, and. surveys were mado, No. actual 

auvlertaken, and the contract has now torminated, ‘The Sopahdlar states that 

engineer who surveyed the land and examined the natural petroleum pits 

him confilentially an excellent xeport-on them, but his Excelleney holds the view 

tliat tho Russian Government would oppose the enterprise in view of its possible com- 

petition with the Baku industry. They would, he thought, certainly oppose English 

participation on. political grounds, and as the estates in question are noar the sea coast 

4 anlinvest of the Chaltis River, ho realizes that the question of transport would, in 

w of probate Russian opposition, be practically an insnporable difficulty, though hie 

spoke of using Persian sailing craft for transport to the Ports of Wnzeli and Bondor 
(ez, or an alternative inland route direct to Kazvin, 

‘Tho negotiations reporied by Mr. Preece in his letter to Sir Bdward Grey. of tho 
Usth July were initiated by Moayyed-os-Saltanch Mirza Roza Khan, recently Pofsian 
Minister in Berlin, ravelling in Europe in a private capacity. ‘This 
‘gentleman, through his long ro  Gerniny, has many conucetions in that 

«other groups. He has on several oecasions entered, into 
inciers for the purpose of floating a Persian low 
ly ott fo procoed 10 Kurope privately last yeur he induced 
hin to try and negotiate with Buropean capitalists, ly 
an, and Dnteh, for the exploitation of the Sepahdar’s Concessions, copies: 
of which, with full particulars, he took with him, 

‘The Sopalidar states that he lately. received’ « telegram asking that Moayyedes= 
Saltaneh should be givon full authority 10 act on his Vehalf in tho matter of the 
transfer of the Concession, which he did. 

(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL, 


Gilahek, August 31, 1906, 





(33007) No, 19) 


Mr. E, Grant Duf to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No, 238.) 
Sir, A Gulahek, September 13, 1906, 
T HAVE the honourto forward « copy of a lotter from Lieutenant-Colonel J. A. 
Douglas, Military Attaché of Mis Majesty's Legation, regarding General Padowetz and 





Colonel ile Kostersitz Marenhorst, two retired officers of the Au 
been engaged by the f instructors of the 

Tt would mploy- 
vaiting for x report from those alr 
engaged, 

Colonel Douglas is of opinion that under the present régime it would be sanguine 
toexpect that the presence of these officers will benelit. the illeonditioned 2nob of 
starving ragamuffing which constitues the Persian zi 

Thaye known many Buropean * gonerals ” here i fourteen years, 
bul, with few exceptions, 1 lo not think that th anyiling in return for 
the salary (often in arreite) paid by the Persian Government. ‘They wsually play e 
and uabrel anniongtheansulyes; anil probably do not see a ment hall 
times a-year 

Tha 


(Signed) 





Tnclosire in No, 19, 


eutenant-Colonel Douglis to Mr. E. Grent Diff. 
(No. 50) 
Sir, Gulatek, September 13, 1006. 

T HAVE tlie honour to inform you, tliat T have lately had some conversation with 

Austrign Goncral Padowitz, who, with another Austrian olfieor, whom T have not 
yet not, arils heur the legend Artur de Kostersitz Marenhiorst, Colonel 
@'Avtillerio Tnpériale Porsinc,” arrived in Persia about a nionth ago. Cunuterstand that 
Hoth these gentlemen are retired officers. of the Austrian anu, aud that the errango= 
jnout tinder which thoy: have come to Persia is purely a private one between thomselves 
and the Goyermmont of this comtry. 

General Padovvetz informed mi that up to the present neither ie aor his colle 
Thad had any duties wssigned to thenn, but that they were-told that this would be done 
on tho totura of the Coit to ‘Tehran, fe seemed to think that their first employment 
would he ti connection. with the of the troops, whieh have for some months 
een collected in camp outside the city, 

He algo told me that officers, who wer at the same 
time as himself, ato now in readiness 10 come out, but axe waiting to 
farthor particulars regarding what i of ther hot 

Isvems probable tha like the majority of forcign officers who 
Have during the last f ploynmicnt under th Government, 
Will soon find their pos ‘an their ied, that they 
Will gither resign their appointn r ountry, will cease 
1o take amy interest in their datios aud will do iy ‘And, indeed, 
i would be sanguine to expect that, sinler the present régime, any xeal’ good 10 
tho Persian anny Gan result from the introduetion of foreign instructors, so long 
8 these la charged inorely with the task of training the few regiments 
Which aro in the capital, but have prictically uo authority over them, and have 
nothing whatever to say to their enlistment, payment, equipment, aid interior economy 
generally, 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) 4A. DOUGLAS, Lirntenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 





(33008) No. 20. 


Mr, E. Grant Duff to Sir Hdieard Grey—(Received October 1.) 


Guluhek, September 13, 1906, 
IN iny telegrams No, 2 7,1 liv the honour to give you a full 
int of the eossion to the Russians of certain privileges on the Meshed-Seistam 
ph line and of the reproseutations which were made to the Graud Vizier on the 
subject, 
Thave little to add to the information contained in these telegrams, but I saw the 
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Grand Vizier 5 faxed his Highness with having given further concessions 
to the Ri ys in respect of the Seistan end of the line, in accordance with informa- 
tion I had received from His Majesty's Consul at Seistan (see my telegram to you 
No. 240 of the 12th September). e x 
His Highness denied that he was in any way responsible for concessions beyond 
those which had been accorded under the Shah's “‘ Dastkhatt,” which was in the form 
of a Minute on a note from the Russian Legation asking for the removal of the 
instruments at Meshed to the Russian office there, Nothing had been said in this note 
about the S ol é line, and his Highness assured me that_the orders which 
he had issued {o the Minister of Telograplis applied only to the Meshed end, He 
« to make inquiries and to give strict orders to the Minister of Telegraphs that 
must be conceded to the Russians beyond what they had asked for in their 
nicl what the Shah had approved in his Minuto. 
olf h ot seen the Russian note, but the Grand Vizier's son brought it to 
vires me that the Russian deniands, as approved by the Shah, 
removal of the instruments at Meshed to their office. The 
Grand Vizier has promised to furnish me with a copy of tho note and of the Shah's 
“Dastkhatt.”” 
iave the Honour to inclose a copy of the note which T addressed to the Grand 
‘on the receipt of the telegram from Scistan reporting that the Russians appeared 
swith that end of the linc, 
aatus on the Mesed-Tehran Tino, it was pointed out in my 
é 30th ultimo, that neither end of the line was in our office, 
made on the authority of the Director of the Indo-luropean 
nt (Persian Section), but he informs me, on further inquiry, that 
it must be © wire, both at Meshed and in Tehran, passes first to our 
instru shich are in rooms occupied by the officials of the Department, though 
situated in buildings belonging to the Persian Government. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUBR, 


Tnclosure in No, 20. 


Mr. Grant Duff to Grand Visier. 
September 12, 1901 

T HAVE the hiononr to inform your Highness that I have veda telegram 
from His Majesty's Consul in Seistan stating that the Russian telographists there a 
now arranging fi the telegraph office instead of sharing a room in 
common with the Pe il English operators as heretofore, 

Teis further rumoured that ihe batteries and instruments are to be moved into 
the Russian office and that the Tine will be led through it. 

T have already warned your Highness of ie very serious view which His 
Majesty's Government take of the eoncessi¢ dy made to tho Russians with regard 
to the rongly nrged that no further concessions should 

ally in respect of the Seistan end, 
‘ ie heen given to understand. that the Rescript of Hix Majesty the Shab in 
view of the existence of which your Highness d that you were powerless to 
the Russian demands, applied only to certain modifications in the arrangemonts 
nothing was said in the Russian note of any change at Soistan. 

Jt was, thercfore, with great surprise that I heard that there was any intention of 
altering the status quo in Scistan, and. I earnestly trust that your Highness will bo able to 
Seud me an immediate reply in writing to tho effect that thoro is no truth in the 
Tumour. I trust also that your Highness will wam the responsible officials, who, if 
the report which has reached me is true, have doubtless, acted without your Highness? 
authority, that there must be ni0 further modifications in the status of the line save 
those alteady sanctioned at Meshed., 

_ 1 cannot sufficiently impress on your Highness the serious view which lis 
Majesty's Government take of this question, and I lave the honour to request that 
way be favoured with an eatly reply, in order that T may reassure Sir 1, Grey: as to 
the attitude of the Pe jovernment in the matter 

Vliave not yet received the copy of His Majesty: the Shah’s “Dustkhatt,” with a 
py of which your Highness Jast Wednesday promised to supply. me, 





(tos2 
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183009) No. 21. 


Mr. B, Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 240,) 
Sir, Giilakek, September 14, 1906. 
T HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the monthly summary of events in Persia 
for September, which have not been recorded in separate despatches. 
Thave, ke. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUFF. 


Inclosure in No. 21. 


Monthly Summary, 13th September, 1906. 


Tehran. 


1, ‘TIL Shah leaves luis palace in the hills in a day or two, and proposes 
his now palace Ferahabad nearer the town, This is the signal for the genoral 
autumn inove back to town from the hills, and the Grand Vizier, who go 
the sane timo as tho Shah, will take with him the Foreigu Office and all the 
ment officials. 
2. The Shah's health is reported to have undergone a ch 
the last fow day 
3. The 
in the hills, n 


Ain-od-Dowleh ut if tho country was, 
there was no reason why he should not remain at ‘Teh 
otliors, or yen, a8 a member, have a voice in the alfairs of th 
Highness) clerical relation told ctly what the poopie thought of 
administration, snd that the National Assembly proposed to investigate its financial 
‘aspect, His Mighnoss was greatly: disturbed, and made arrangements for immed 
departure, which were precipitated by categorical orders from the Shalt to leave 
without further dolay. 1) is not certain yet whore the Aiteed:Doyleh proposes to 
xo, bit itis thought & esl vill be the first stop. 
1, Phe Russian Minister informed Mr. Grant L 
people took asylum at His Majest ation iw July rian Charge 
atest on tHe ground that our action was not in 
iartwig declined to have anything to do wi 


's Legation tronble in non-official 
1 Porsin is to fight the ish, He 
ise general amniscment, especially 


and scons to Imagine t 
jneois with Tithe sympathy nd his politic 
to the English Russian Legations. 
-Suttaneh, G.C.V.0,, has heen appointed Ko His 
will he succeeded in London by his & 
has been for some years Unde retary for Foreign Affairs. 


1, ‘The Turkomans are have made sever raids on Persian 
On one oecasion the property looted was said to be worth about 1,000/, for which the 
Governor-Cieneral of Khorissun is being pressed by the owners. 

His Majesty's Legation hears from a. seerct source that the Russian Logat 
hhas presseil the Persian Governmont for the dismissal of Assefed-Dowleh, the Governor- 
Genoral of Khorasan s and Major Kennion asks that he shonld bo supported, ass he has 
so far shown himself friendly to our interests. Major Sykes also had a good opinion 
Of this official, and it would be a pity should his removal he brought about. 
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3, The Shrine officials, in recognition of the work of our hospital assistant at 

Meslied, have presented him with a medal, ‘This is quite an unprecedented compli- 

ment, and, in the opinion of Major Kennion, illustrates the political advantage which. 
be derived from sending first class Mahommedan hospital assistants to Persia, 

{, Some pamphlets, printed in the Caucasus, have been circulated in Meshed 
inciting the people to rebel against the existing régime in Persia, ‘Vhis is probably 
the work of Armenians, and was probably not done with the knowledge of the Russian 
Consulate-General. 

5. The son of prominent Mollah of Meshed returned to that city lately from Russia 
apparently freshly imbued with revolutionary ideas. He acoused the Mollabs of 
Meshed of cowardice for not vigorously supporting the Mollahs of Tehran in the recent 

urhances. 

6. The recent events at Tehran have had a considerable effect at Meshed, 
where the British are considered the champions of Persian freedom. British pr 
has much increased in Meshedl in. consequence. 


Turbat-i-Haideri. 


Captain Keyes, His Majesty's Consul, left Turbat on the 6th August on a. tour to 
the Afgl ier, and reached Karez,on the 10th, He then marched north, along 
the Lorder, and reached Zulfikar, where the frontiers of Russia, Porsia, and 
wt. He then proceeded to Puli-Khatun, and from thence tntvelled 
long the Keshef River to Meshed, Captain Keyes inspected the 
cks posted along the frontier, and reports that th more or Less 
id wwere evidently posted according to the indications of a 
Russian officer well acquainted with the district, Major Kennion writes that the 
joneral of Khorassan stated that, these posts have nothing whatever to do 
ine cordon, but wore established for the protection of the frontier, 

witht general directions received from Phore 

acks at each place, amder the orders of a 

ider the supreme control of a certain 


Seistan, 


ay of lato, and 
sv gooil deal to Like up some 


‘The special official sont from Tohran 
March has so far not decided th or oF gi 
still. in. pro, Before leaving ‘Tehran, this official, who is om friendly 
His Majest gation, promised to do his best in the matter, and secret justruetions 
as tothe manner in which he should bo dealt with, Like a good: 
amenable to certain influences; He has apparently acquired 
in the district, amd has been appointed to command the Poraian 


of last: 


Seistan writes -— 


2 tie, aS an epidemic disease, may now be said to have come to an ond: in 
Seistan. No death have occurred in Thisseinabad during the week, and ouly. (wo 
deaths are reported from Nasratabad, the rest of Seis 1 apparently free from 
plague” (22nd July), 


A Shiraz. 


‘The clergy of Tabrecz telegraphed to their colleagues at Shiraz at the end of July 


‘with reference to the events at ‘Tehran, and askin, i 

Teforene, ‘eliran, and asking for their support in the movement 
Wowyrtrow the Ain-ed-Dowlch, which the Shiraz clorgy promisod to give, During 
the whole period of the ‘Tehran agitations there seems to have heen « sympathetic 
movement at Shiraz. ‘The people, however, had personal grievances in connection 
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ith the Shon-es-Sultanch’s purchases of Crowa lands, and the result was the demon- 
ration of tho 21st August against the bak and Buropeans. This has been reported 
upon fully in a separate despatch. 


Isfahan, 


His Majesty's Consul-General reports that His Highness the lian sent the 
Sheikdhl-Arakein, 2 prouinent Mollah of Isfahan, on a seeret Mission, apparently with 
the purpose of asvortain and intentions of the Mollabs of Tehran, who 
swore thon at k i on Mr, Barnliam before leaving, and mentioned 
the widespre i as felt at Isfahan amons all classes for the 
No shown by His Majesty's Legation to tho politieal refugees during the recent 
erisis, On his return from Kum, Agha Seyed Abdullah presented the Sheikh to the 


Shab. 
Kerman, 


‘The Forman 1 i ener as once « primo favourite 
With he Shah, and aspired to the post of Grand Vizier, He brought about the downfall 
inies-Suiltan from that post in 186, but on the return of the latter to power 
man Ferma was exiled, aud as never singe Ween-to Tehran. Tt is not 
ings, therefore, to. hear, ng of the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s dismissal, the 
Forma entertained hopes of returning to 'T of aspiring 10 the 

rahip, ppears ut present to he little likeliliood of such an eventuality 


Kermanshah, 


1, ‘There have been demonstrations of nature din arty against the 

Imperial Bank, a nitive employe of & : joring grain and 

other malpructices. "The chief office is makin inquiries into the matter 
2. Phe clorgy of Nermanshah have agitated 1 with their colleagues at 

‘ehran, aud puta stop: to. some fos ha na 

coremony on the ground. that while the whole country groaned undor 4 

the Government ity propriate moment for fi Fo 

on both sides, aud 4 Who. got the worst of th + insisted! on the 

punishment of their adversaries, which the helpless Covernor was forced to carry ott 


Reskt. ‘Tabrees. 


Reports of demonstrations of sympathy on the part of the clorzy both at ‘Tabroos 
and Resht with the ‘Tolran have reuclied His Majesty's Legation. It would 
som, in fact, that the whole country was in ith the movement directed 
against the in-ed-Dowlch’s administration, and that his downfall aud the grant 
of the demands of the people did not com « rnoment too soon, 

ned) G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Acting Oriental Secretary, 
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Marrens dealt with in separate Despatches. 





Despatch No. Date. Subject, 
| L 
i er 
aizanats | Septonber fn 
Sis; 390aan [Pa gyn, 192] Reroeturnis footer dispute, 
Fh ; 
2 aration. 
A Ee erie 
Fer Ue Ure te ete ced 





ww National Assonubly 
D'Arey Petroleum Syndicate. 


2] Plague in Seistan, 


Situation in Fars, 


Siltaneh 

*| Austrian Instructory for Persian Army, 

:) Mevied-Selsan talegrap lin 

29, Connnierci {| Indian Commercial Mission to Southern 
Persia, 


eS eS SS ee 
[83010] No. 22, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 


‘No. 241. Secret.! 
hovel ) Gulahek, September 13, 1908. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 219 of the Sth instant, T have the honour to 
forward translation by Mr Churchill of a eyphor tclegram’ sent by the Porsian 
Commissioner on the Turkish frontier to the Grand Vizier. You will see that tho: 
Ehtesham-es-Saltaneh reports that thero are only now 6,000 men at Passova, and that 
so far the Turkish Commissioner has taken no steps to begin'a discussion of the points 
in dispate. 
T paket he Grea: Viniee yesterday whether he had any recent news from tho 
frontier. Tlis Highness replied in the negative, but promised to inform me should he 
‘ive any important information. ; 
r ry Attaché not Tong ago informed me confidentially that his 
f sas left almost in complete ignorance of What was taking place at Constantinople 
with regard to the matter, He believed that the Sultan and tho Turkish Minister of 
War ki what was passing on the frontier and what the Ottoman Government 
really intended to do. 





Thave, &e. 
(Signed) VELYN GRANT DUP! 


Tnclosure in No, 22. 


Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh to the Sudr Azam, 

(Yranslation,) 

(Telegraphic,) [Received early in September 1900; 
YOUR cypher telegram has beon received, With regard’ to your instructions to 

senda merchant traveller to collect information with regard to the movemonts and 

intentions of the Turks, [would explain that there is no trade in thoso parts, and they. 

would not allow a traveller to enter. ‘The intention of the Turks can he hetter found 

out by tle Persian Representative at Constantinople. T have taken steps to acquire 

news with regard to their movements aud their troops. T employ porsous who are not 

suspected of hing spies, who give me daily news of them separately, A Persian tribe 

{1es2\ K 
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which has moved to the other side also furnishes se with regular news, and is ready 
to return to this side whenever I wish, 

this moment. In accordance with the wishes of this tribe, T have got 

two other bands, and will soon ave the three in my service to act as my agents on 
the other side. 

You are well aware of the result of my action, When the Commission arrived on 
the frontier it was clear to you in what a state of disturbance and disorder the country 
jas in, and you now know how I have brought about ord 

‘he latest information T have received is that there were at Pasva 17 “tabni 

ers, each battalion composed of $00 nen; total, 13,600, The period 
mien of each battalion has now expired, and they have received thei 
papers and have been dismissed, One battalion had a dispute with the natives and 
been sont back, and one battalion has die ease, At the present moment there 
remain 15 battalions, composed of 400 men each; total, 6,000 men, The Bagdad 
troops had Martini rifles, hut Mansers have been brought’ for them, and the Martinis 
have been taken away, 

‘The troops have no provisions, and when Zeki 1a came they were eating Darley 

bread, 200 camels were dispatched to hring provisions to Pasva from Ke 
i other places, 

Khamyeh Agha has been made a Major and Bayet Agha 
Mohammed Ainin Agha is constantly with Mohammed Pasha 
of the Turkish soliliers and one officer aye been put under arrest by Mohamme 
Pasha for oppressing the people and four of them wer beaten to death, Ezzot Pasha 
fu witli Zola Pashor Mohammed Pashn, Feri expressed. the opinion that there were 
too many troops there, and made suggestions for their transfer elsewhere, 

Sheikh Sudeck is intriguing with the Turks in order to get buck possession of the 
Villages of Morkur which the Persian Government sold to Sheikh Oboidullah, and 
subsequently to Salar Afkham, 

All the above information has been verified and camot be disproved. 

Tam trying to get Jaafor Khan to arrange matters on the other side with Shei 
Salle and (umn him row Wis present intentions, ond Twill infor you of the 
restlt; 

You are, of cours 
custom 
died with sixteen wounds, The 

ppears thore wore eight persons, 1 went home with « bleeding wound, 
Which ives usa@-clue, Ehuve nyuiries. 

With rogard to my own relations with Zekki Pasha and Me 
would remind you that it is their duty to iuform me of their read 
iscussions and fo show mw their credentials as 1 did on serival, L have, so far, 
takon no stop inthis dicetion, and T cannot mike the first advances for fear of a 
refusal, 

My views on the subject are still anehanged, and 1 stilt hold the opinion that we 
should not ontor ito discussions with the ‘Parks until their troops are withdrawn from 
Pasva, 





133012) No, 28, 
Grant Duff to. Sie Blwaed Grey —( Received October V,) 


Gulahek, September 14, 1906, 

ON receipt, of your telegram No, 86 of the 25rd June, E instructed: Captain 
Lotiner, His Majesty's Consul at Alwar, £0 inspect and report on the Bakhtiari ro: 

Vinfostunate emmy telegram veached Atuaz, Capt 
post on tour, and did apt resive mg instructions until he reached Ispaba 

He tias subsequently informed me that the Bakhtin: Khans deny having stated 
that dhe road was ready for inspection, ‘They distivetly did make this Statement hefore 
My. Churchill and mysolf when they eame’to take leave af me last June, 

T have now instre ask the Khans to inform both the 
Tegation ant himself’ in wricug when the promised repairs have heen completed, 
Ho is then to report fully on. the general condition of the track, bridges, and 
earqvanserais, 

Thaye the honour to inefose a Report by Captain Lorimer on that portion of the 
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road which he traversed on his way to Tspahan. ‘This Report covers the section from 
‘ear Kala Tal to Ispaban, Ido not gather that that portion of the track is at present 
in quite such a bad state as Messrs, Lynch's agents mae 

(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUET. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 23. 
Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr. E, Grant Duff: 


Camp No. 6, Tspahan, July 21, 1906, 

WITH reference to your telegram No, 111 and my letter Camp No, 8, dated the 
15th July, 1906, I have the honour to forvard herewith a note on the condition of the 
Bakhtiari road, as it was in June when I travelled up it, 

‘he state of the track is the least serious of the problems affecting the good name 
of the road. The deficiency of supplies and the presence of guards on the road are more 
fffectual in disgusting muleteers, 

‘These points are mentioned in the attached note, but they haye beon more fully 
dealt with in my diary dispatched on the 10th July, 1906, of which a copy will doubtless 
eventually reach yon vit Bushire, 

In some places the narrowness of the track becomes a source of danger (even where 
its superficial condition is satisfactory) in case of a chance meeting of caravans or 
animals travelling in opposite directions, 

With a caravan of forty-seven mules T met with no accidents or losses} and an 
Armenian on the road behind me travelled by night without contretempe, 

(Signed) D, L, R, LORIMER, Captain, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 23, 
Report ly Vice-Consul Lorimer on the Condition of the Bakhtiari Roa, 


‘DAE tour which afforded material for the following Report was comprised between 
the Brd June and the 18th July, the dates of leaving Naseri and arriving at Ispahan 
respectively. 

Leaving the track at Alvaniya, where it enters Bakhtiari Cexritory, and travelling, 

Rimuz and Mamatain, 1 only rejoined it on the 10Ui dune between Bugh Malik 
anid Kala Tul, On the intervening portion Tam therefore unable (o speak from personal 
observation, 

T have, however, inquired trom an intelligent Armenian, lately Lynteh’s agent at 
Shuster, who travelled up the road just behind me, 

He stated that the road between Jara and Chishma.i-Rugha 
distance on, is very bad, the roadway, which is cut in soft gypsum, Li 
sr washed avay it places, ‘This portion, he said, vax 031 bad! aa, 6° woHe Chon 1 Wad 
when he travelled up the road three years azo, 

On the other hand, the rest of the track up as far ax Chighakhar, where T met him, 
had’ been much improve during this period. 

_ Bagh Malik: to Kalla Tul Whore is woihing to complain of, A little stone clearing 
might be done at Pal-i-Bunda, some 3 miles short of Kal‘a ‘Tul, 

Kal'a Tul to Malanir.—the same remarks as above, The stony part in this case is 
the descent to Halagin, ‘There isa shorter route, which 1 did not see, 

Malanir to Goitari-Bulutak” (wrongly so-named for hati lie first 
ascent after leaving Malamir is that of the ith Baral, “The track winds up a steep, 
rocky, round-faced spur. Tis impeded with loose stones, and ina nuniber of places the 

re rock is exposed, which alfords a bad footliold for mules. The gradient 16 too steep 
to retain a sorlace dressing of earth for any length of time, ‘The upper part has been 
covered with a coating of limestone or xypsum powder, which makes it impossible to 


see what it was like before. This was done quite recently by the Salar Aria’ when he 
was at Malamir, 


‘Whe short descent to the succeeding plateau requires clearing of stones, ‘The 


descent from this plateau is rocky, steep, and stony for the first 100 yards, and after a 
short interval it takes the old “Sultani Road,” 


‘This is cobbled with large stones about 1 foot in diameter, and is steep and slippery. 
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‘his continues for 200 or 300 yards, I doubt if there is any cure for this section 
short of reconstruction, and as the space is confined, being the bottom of a gorge, this 
would present difficulties. 

Quitting the gorge the road turns to the rizht down a larger valley, It is a mere 
track, but till Chishma-i-Khatun is passed and Kala Madrasa is nearly attaived it i= 
not very difficult. At the latter point it is narrow and steep, cut in places into an earth 
hill which does not give permanency, Following the left bank of the stream below 
Kala Madrasa for a few hundred yards, the road is steep and obstructed with boulders 
andatones. ‘The stream is then erossed. and the track euts along. the face of ap 
hill, It is rough in places and capable of improvement, ‘The Gurdan-i-Zi 
reached and is followed by a descent which bauly requires earthing, 

‘Phe Bard-i-Para (‘split boulder”) is then passed, and before reaching the last 
“ Gardan” a bad, rocky spot is crossed, ‘The descent from the “ Gardau ” (from which 
the Godar Sarai becomes visible) is very steep and gritty, ‘The track is 
blame, ‘The immediate approach to the bridge is very bad, Tt passes over a steep 
slope of exposed rock and then over a very steep patch of boulders, ‘This wants 
improvement if not alteration, ‘The bridge superficially appears to. be in a good 
condition, ‘This stage is, in my opinion, too long. I broke it at Ch Khatun, 
but this is represented as a very. dangerous place from the point of view of robbery. 
My next stage was Rikat, 4 or 5 miles beyond the bridge, 

Godar lo Deh Diz, —A few hundred yards beyond the bridge the track takes the 
right bank of the river, which it ascends.” Th many places it is ent into the naked rock 
and is difficult and slippery, Falls might be attended by accidents—even hy animals 
being precipitated into the river, Some couple of mites on it quits the river by a steep 
Zigeaging causeway, This affords a bad foothold, is dificult to climb, and must be 
worse to descend, From 5 or 6 miles above Godar the track crosses a suecession 
of lateral nullahy, ‘he descents and) ascents of the sides of these are in mony eases 
steep, and are cither gritty or stony. ‘There is one small outerop of rock. 

I did not notice any particularly difficult or dangerous spot near Kulmat to 
correspond with that mentioned in ‘lr, Parry's Report of 1903. 

Deh Diz to Shatel.—From the village of Deh Diz there is a steep ascent of half 
an-hour. ‘Phe earayanserai is still lover down, This ascent is in some places susceptible 
of improvement, An hour further a bad descent commences to the neck known as the 
Dar-i-Rah-i-Marwari, It occupies about fifteen minutes. Ror the most part the track 
rigangs over a vorky surface on which earth is deficient, Tt it much covered with. bi 
stones, and there is a lot of exposed and rather slippery rock. At the bottom th 
changes to gypsum. ‘This is soft and the roadway has disappeared, ‘The inci 
the paths followed teop, and the surface being smooth with a superimposed layer 
of grit, it does not afford a very certain footing. ‘This latter section, which is q 
short, could easily be rectified, but to put the upper part in thorough order would be a 
big piece of work, and would not be permanent in its results, 

From the neck mentioned above the track rises to the Didgah-i i, becoming 
steeper and steeper as it advances, In my opinion it is too steep for caravan 

Av the very top there is « bad piece of exposed rock, hut it is only a few yards 


rom here the descent to the Pul-i-Amarat commences, It is very severe; the 
track zivaags sharply the whole way. ‘The surface is gritty, gravelly, aud stony. In 
many places the revetments are broken away. Lower down there are boulders and 
exposed rock, No road so constructed in a similar situation can be expected to keep 
for any length of time in good repair, Yo make it really satisfactory now would mean 
much expenditure of labour and money. 

Leannot lielp thmking that a better alignment at a lower level could have been 
found skirting the Didgah-iMarvari to the west, though now it is doubtful whether 
tratlie would ever be diverted from the existing track. 

‘Vhe entry to the Pul-i«Amarat 1s very bad-—a steep surface of rough rock. ‘The 
ascent up the further bank ix steep, but the soil is not rocky, and the track would be 
easily repaired and improved. 

‘On tho level, close to the Serai, the path in one plice leads between larze 
Donlders, and the gungway is very narrow. Some improvement under foot is also 
desirable, 

‘Siutel to Sarkhun.—'Vhe trach, at first ascending the valley of the Shatel stream 
eats wcriss a slope of earthy detritus, As fresh descents of earth and stones and rain 
scourings arc liable to carry away the track, it would oceasionally require to he restored), 
and at present wants willening in some places, The labour on this would be 
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insignificant. After 2 or 8 miles the road, leaving the valley, strikes up the hillside. 
Tt is a long and steep aigzaging ascent, but the surface of the track is good. ‘The 
‘ascent 2ccomplished, the road continues easy till the Gardan-i-Laghamgir is reached, 
when an hour's descent follows. It is rather steep and gritty, but in fair repair. A 
nile further on the ruined Sarkhun Sarai is reached, 

Sarkhun to Dupulun.—The track ascends the stony bed of a gorge, at present dry, 
hut probably linble to change to a torrent. Leaving this gorge it ascends the hill to the 
left, which it then skirts, There are occasional sharp descents, Gandum Kal, 
immediately below the Gardan-i-Barrah Murdah, is reached without further difficulty up 

slight incline. “ 

‘The final ascent to the pass is @ series of steep zigzags up a bouldery aud gravelly 
hillside. ‘The track is impeded by loose stones, and revetting walls have heen broken 
away, giving the impression that the tribes, on their migrations with their cattle, do not 
adhere to the path, 

Reaching the top the road continues fairly level for a mile, and then crosses a low 
“Gardan,” where it becomes rather rocky and stony, and begins to descend. There 
is a long very stony stretch which is washed out by rain, and then before the bridge 
over the Karun is reached a series of very sided ravines is crossed, Over the latter 
part, however, the surface is good. Higher up it is for a long distance over a slope of 
Joose stones. The bridge itself, a single-brick arch, is shored up with timber. It docs 
not look a good piece of workmanship, and is being allowed to get into disrepair, The 
paving of the road surface has been much knocked up, 

he ascent from the bridge to the caravanserai beside it is rocky and 

A few hundred yards further on Dupulun is reached by a narrow, uneven timber and 
wattle bridge over the Sabzab (*Sauzan”), 

If the Naghun route made by the Khans is adopted this bridge has to be crossed, 
but if the original alignment vid Ardal is adhered to it is avoided. For facility of 
supplies caravans all use the Naghun route, (I myself followed the route to Ardal,) 

Dupulin to Ardal—The route follows up the right bank of the Sabzab; three 
quarters of a mile up it ascends precipitously 100 fect or so up a rocky spur, and then 
descends by a very steep gradient across the face of an carth slopo, regaining the 
Dottom of the valley. ‘This place requires attention, About a mile further on the road 
ascends the mountains on the left hand. ‘The ascent is rocky and stony and extremely 
steep, In some places, by the breaking away of the roadway, the track is very narrow. 
In one place it has been indifferently repaired by timber revetting, The radical fault 
lies in the aliznment and gradient, but this part of the track certainly wants attention, 
‘Whe rest of the road to Ardal is excellent, except just at the village, where aninor 
improvements might be made, 

Ardal to Siligun.—June 24, 1906.—The track is on the whole good over a long 
ascent. At the top, however, it follows the line of natural drainage, and hus been 
washed out, Tt is in consequence stony and rough, At Siligun this route is joined 
by that from Naghun ; the road also Difureates, the Chighaklar branch, which 
Lfollowed, taking off to the right from the direct Tspahan road, On the remaining 
portion of the latter I am at present unable to report. 

‘The longer and most easterly route taken by me from Chighakhar yid Urijan was 
excellent, 

Caravanserais—1 found caravanserais at Malamir, Godar, Deh Diz, Shatel, 
Sarkhun, and Dupulun, They are uscless as lodging places, and travellers and caravans 
appear to eschew them entirely, hat at Sarkhun is in ruins, 

‘Their chief funetion is the provision of supplies, but in this matter they were 
equally deficient when I travelled up, ‘There were no stocks on hand. As regards 
grain and folder, it should be noted that the new crops were not in when I travelled up, 
and that Test year’s are said to have been bad, My animals missed sovoral feeds 2¢ 
Ardal, even when the Khans were doing their best to supply me. 

Bridges.—Superficially regarded, the iron bridge at Godar appeared to be in good 
order, and not tobe in need of painting or repairs, 1 am subsequently told, however, 
that there is an old rack in one of the masoury piers, and that this is increasing. It 
escaped my own notice, 

‘Whe iron bridge of Pul-i-Amarat appeared to be in excellent condition, 


‘The state of the brick bridge over the Karun at Dupulun has been already noticed 
above, 


* Tufanchis’ 


5 —The road-guards placed on the rond from near Malamir to Gandunt 
Kal are a souree of much diseredit to the road, ‘They are necessary: to prevent 


robberies by the Kuhgulu, or others acting in their name, and of course make demands 


L 





on all passengers, requiring tea and sugar, &c,, and in some eases levying pecuniary 
tolls. ‘The Salar Arfa’ tas sent down to have them fined and punished, but the 
permanent cure of this evil is only to be looked for in the removal of the guards, and 
that is dependent on the effectual repressal [sic] of the Kuhgulu. ‘The Kha 
present debarred from taking effectual steps towards this, 


(Signed) D. L. R. LORIMER, Captain, 


1S are at 


Camp No. 7 fundated). 





(32904) No. 24, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 1.) 


. Petersburgh, Seplember 14, 1906. 
isinit herewith copy of a confidential aide-meinoire yk 
Isvolsky this morning, and which states the conditions ou whi 
mnent would be prepared to join with the Russian Government in 
ance tu the Persian Government, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure in No, 24. 
Mémoire communicated by Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolsky, September 11, 1906. 


(Tis Contidentiel,) 

LB Gow nt Britannique est prtt, sous les ¢ ns mentiomée 

To Gouvernement Russe dans ine avance de 10,000,000 fr. 

Porsan, clest-fdire, 5,000,000 fre de li part de ¢ 
Gouvornenients, 

Te Gouvernement Britannique propose de pr 

ince: (1) Une hypothdque, outre celle qu’ i 
dans Teamidide In Perse ob daus le Golfe 1 (2) do reeo 
vont. Porsan in engnyoniont quiaucune 
tdlégraphos ne soit aceordée A dautves: Pus 
A Bundor Abb 

Pour ¢ woe de pa 
Britannique ost d conitions dj 
sontanis Russo et Any ‘Mhiévan, 


lieinins de fer, routes, on 
igne traoée de Bi 
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Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
No. 628.) 
Si St. Petersburgh, September 17, 1906. 
TL CALLED on M. Isvolsky this snoring to spéak to hin: on one-or two pending 
His Uxcclloncy Stated that in the first place he desired to discuss what 
ett and important matter. He alluded to the question of a 
mice to the 1 Goverment. He said ditt he had catvfully: studied the 
ide-iudmoire which Tul given him, ad Ne had some doubts whether it was prud 
to formulate dominds aching character in connection with  comparati 
w of money to amect pressing aiocessit 
that His Maje ut should obtain from the Persian ( 
taking that within a certain zone mo conee: 
Phe Russian 
similar propositions, and this would be tantamount to. di 
infhionce, 
Sueh proposals would probably altem the Persi 
the to consider that both Russia and England were demanding very heavy payment 
for so simple a matter as an advance, Persia might, consequently, apply to others who 
would be prepared to relieve her immediate necessities on less burdensome conditions. 
sof He therefore was of opinion that it would be wiser to leave the larger question to 


lit induce 
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: alluded to be dealt with when the whole financial situation in Persia was 
See ip car teatam as Memene neti: Ul Becalongy 
made some further renal of» confidential charactorin 7 pect to the loan and spheres 
of influence, which I reserve for another despatch, : 

i oe recalleacy that I wank repeat his obsereations to.you, but that was 
Government would not be disposed to make an advance without somo 
volsky said that a lien on the customs in the south of Porsia and in 

fford all necessary. guarantees for our share of the advance, 

caw no objection to our taking those revennes’as security. . With respect 

ety of the advance, there wero seme difleltios i the, way of its 

immediate re Tt would be necessary to obtain legislative sanction to. tho. 

Tin ar ae GP co Re IN Cat ABN ETS TAR 

i considerations to which tho Minister of Finance had drawn 

His attention and which ad to be taken intoacconnt. Me would propose, therefore 

that in the first place we should both that the repayments due, he believed in 

‘ahont ten days; by the Persian Government to the Inperial and Russian banks should 

he postponed for a time, and that we should make an advance of 200,000 m5 soon ax 

possible, asking for a lien on the customs revennes in the south as a guarantee, 
+ In five or si: 

advance, His Excellency 

Government would find > 

already been pledged for the services of the loans alveady contracted by. I 

i, IL to about 3,000,0001, 
y that T would communicate his views without delay to you, and, 

‘ulded that L understood that, he wished the question of a prospective loam and of 

splieres of inlluence to be postponed to a future date, M, Tsvolsky said that he 

tio desire to postpone those questions to which I had referred. On the contrary, he 

desired that they: should issed withont: loss of time, Init he had to consult 

with the Emperor and with his colleagues, and would give me their views, le trusted, 
in a day or two. 
Thave, &e, 
(igned) A, NICOLSON. 


32912) No. 26. 
A, Nicolson to Siv Edicurd Grey,—(Received October 1.) 


Secret.) 

St. Peterslurgh, September 17, 1906, 
AL ISVOLSICY, duving our conversation this morning, observed that he wished 
{o communiente to me his personal views with respeet to the suggestion which 1 had 
made, that the Persian Govern Majesty's 
livays, roa, 
Tie under 
ninent 


privileges; anil the proposil which 1 iad put forward practically amounted to dividing 
Persia into respective spheres of influence, Personally, he could tell me confidentially 
he regarded with no disfavour the line which Thad been instructed to propose; and he 
was of opinion that the only solution of the Persian question, as far as regarded Russia 
and England, was to be found in delimitating spheres of influence. Me had, indeed, 
already prepared a project which defined the districts where Russia should be allowed 
fo have a free hand, and where she hiad already large vested interests, but that he was 
not yet in a position to disclose it to me. Both in regard to the line T had proposed 
and ‘to the zone which he had in yiew, he must consult. both with the Emperor and 
With his colleagues. He anticipated that the line which T had mentioned would meet, 
‘with some objections in the Cabinet, but he was prepared to combat these objections, 
as he considered the sphere we desired to retain was a fair and reasonable one. He 
must also observe that many in Russia considered that access to some southern waters 
was a necessity, and perhaps it would be diffienlt to resist this view. I told his 
Excellency that our line went down to Bunder Abbas, and that the Persian Gulf ran a 


good deal to the west of that port. Possibly the difficulty he had mentioned would. 
not be insuperable, 
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ellinoy 
interests in Persia wer 
not he de 


of money for immedi 
whole financial situa it, and 
Suitable opportunity would then be presented of arran 
spheres of influence; but we sliould not, in his op 
toa simple advance of funds to meet temporary exi 

He asked me, in conclusion, not to telegraph officially on what he ad said, as he 

giving me merely his personal views. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





(32918) No. 27. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 1,) 
(No, 635.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 19, 1906. 
M, ISVOLSKY handed to me this afternoon a Memorandum, of which Thave the 
Honour to transmit a copy, in regard to the Meshed-Seistan line, ‘The Memorandum 
traverses most of the statements whieh 1 had reeorded in my Memorandum of the 
42th instant, but, as I reminded M. Isvolsky, 1 had already informed him that the 
information which had been supplied in that’ document was subject to modification in 
slit of further explansitions which [liad received subsequent to my communica 
V asked him if he wished to disouss the matter at present, but hie replied that 
it would porhaps he preferable to « rsition on the subject until we were 
in a position to treat of the whole situation in Persia, I said that it seemed to me 
that this would he the best course to follow, but that I could tell him that 1 was 


prepared to propose a compromise whieh would, 1 though, satisfactorily settle the 


GiMeulties of the two telegraph lines of Vehran-Meshed and Meshed-Seistan, I was, 
I said, ina position to suggest that if we ceded our control or superintendence over 
the former line, the Russian Government should make a sini ion to us with 
respect to the lulter line, 

His Excellency said that this was certainly a proposal worthy of examination, 
And that we might go into the matter when we resumed our discussions on Persia, 

1 would point out that the Russian Memorandum discards: as without any 
foundation the report that the Russian Legation at Tehran was endeavouring to obtain. 
complete control over thio Meshed-Seistan line, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


Tnolosure in No. 27. 
Memoranitum communicated by M, Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, September 19, 1906. 


LA question du télégraphe Mesched-Seistan telle qu’elle est posée dans aide- 
mémoire de V'Ambassade Britunnique en date du 30 Aoit (12 Septembre), année 
couranto, néeessite des éelain ectifications importantes, 

Massentiment du Gouvernement Person ii relic les fils télégraphiques de Ia ligne 
directement aux apparoils Russes 4 Mesched ct i Nousretabad a Gé déja obtenu en 
principe depuis un temps assez long. Les désondres sur la ligne ayant pris un 
caretdre chronique, co fait fut relevé par ’Adininistration des ‘Télégraphies Russes, et 
Ta question so post avec une insistance nouvelle. Le terme des premiers jours de 
Juin (x.s.) indiqué dans Vaide-mémoire ne saurait done se rapporter qu’aux onlres 
donnés par le Gouvernement Persan pour la mise en exéeution de cette mesure, Le 
moment de Vapplication de cette dernidre sur les lieux dépendait nécessairement de 
consitlérations techniques, 

A Ja connaissance de la Légation Russe aucune protestation n'a été soulevée 
contre Ie fait méme ni sur les lieux ni A Téiéran, ct ceci semblerait @autant plus 
naturel que la suppression des abus et désordres signalés sur la ligne Mesched-Sei 


4b 


ct tn ségularication du servic {ésraphiquo, ne peuvent peésonter quo des avantages 
on s ties intéressées. 

Se eae la communication télégraphique entre Téhéran_ et les 
os orientales do Ia Perse se trouverait sous Te contrble des employés Russes 
tt llement en présence @autres lignes 

nfales, et au Seistan en pa cr, 

conirdle” ne snurait Giro appliqué au service 

Scistan, tant qu'il ne sera pas établii que co 

en dchors des rbglements existants et. des instructions de l'Administra- 

ion sup: ersane, ou bien au dstriment intsréts queloongus. Pour eo qui est 
des prétentions do In Lézation de Russie 2 Ivhiran désinant, soi disant, obtonir diy 

Gouvernement Persan le controle complet de la ligne susnommée, il serait: presque 

inutile @affirmes que co bruit est dénué do tout fonlement. nae : 

Quant fn situation sur In ligne Mclean, eotto dernire, apnds ts 
informations du Gousernement, Tinpérial, emporte une part afluenee, directa 

‘Anglaise bien plus importante que ne le ferait supposer re du 30 Ao 

‘Ainsi, Jes néparitions et le controle journalier (technique) de Ja eapacité du servi wide 

Ia ligne so trouventde fait entre 1és mains des Anglais, possélant In elo des fil ot 

pouvant en consequence les garder ’ leur disposition indétiniment on dehors de Vordre 

Babli pour la transmission des téégramocs. Le Gouvernement Impérial n'emploie 

pas, idanmoius, le termo général de * controle "Got dtat de choses, 

trouvant son explication dans les défi és du s 

Ia nécessité d'un 


Le personnel Persan disposant des fils détériorait soiemment tes appareils, aucun 
ondre ne pouvait ¢tre établi dans la transmission des tél 

Les appels du télégraphiste Russe Birdjand restaient sans répoi ' 

Le contrOle journalicr de la ligne pour établir sa capacité de service ne pouvait 
avoir lieu; ‘ . i" 
sie Vimnpossibilit6, dans, ees conditions, do, procéder aux réparations néeessatres 
A tomps, le service était toujours menacé d'un arrét complet inadmissible rien quan 
point de yue des intéréts sinitaires en raison desquels la ligne avait été principalement 
construite, 


Le Gouvernement Impérial aime 4 espérer que le Cabinet de Londres youdra bien 
Apprécier 4 leur juste valeur les faits ot les considérations ci-dessus énoneds, 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 7 (19) Septembre, 1906. 


{32919} No. 28. 


A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 636. 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 20, 1906, 

AM his weekly reception yesterday, M. Tavolsky told me that he liad no further 
Statements to make to me in Fegard fo advances, loans, and spheres of influence in 
Persia, as the Einperor had postponed his return to Peterhof from his eruise, and. he 
could ‘add nothing to what he had already 5 ho had consulted with His 
Majesty. His Excellency added that he maintained his opinion. that « dolimitation of 
xplieres of influence was the only method of solving the Persian question so. fir as 
Russia and England were concerned ; and he intended: to urge this solution on the 
Emperor and those of his colleagues who were interested in these matters. He asked 
mo if Thad telegraphed to you as to the advance, and explained the matter as he had 
suggested. T roplied in the affirmative, and said that I hiad laid before you his desire 
that: (1) The Imperial and Russian Banks should permit « postponement of the 
Fepayment of the sums due to them by the Persian Governments (2) That we should 
content ourselves, as regards our share of the advance, with a lien on the customs 
Fevenuies in the south of Persia and the Persian Gulf; and (9) ‘That we should make 

part of tie advance at once, the Russian Government, for certain reasons, being 

s of postponing the advance of their moiet 
His Excellency said that this was quite corsect, and inquired if I had received any 
[682] M 





42, 


reply, Ttold h'm that there had been hardly time for me to do so, but that I had no 
doubi that T should reecive one very shortly 
M, Involsky remarked that it was a fact that the Germans had received permission 
to establish a bank at Tehran, and that he believed that the German Delegate would 
arrive shortly in the Persian capital. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) A NICOLSON. 





[82925] 30 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 


(No, 612, Confidential.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 21, 1906. 


j VOLSICY called upon ime this afternoon and said that he had consulted 
With the Minister of Finance 


nisietion, THe would he glad to be informed 
aMent proposed to make the advance, which he 

should not fed, ws toon the veports whieh a from Pe 
Hint the Persian Mreusury was fi ble fi ties, Ehud gi 
privately a Memorandum stating that His Majesty's Government were. prop 
assent (0 the repayments by tlio Pessian Government to the Imperial Bank aud to the 
Russfin Bank heing: postponed, and th for the 
British share of the advance should) 
the customs revenues of the porls in the south of Persist and in the Persian Gulf, 
M. Tavolshy said at the Risin Goverment entirely agteod with both these 
conilions, Iis Esco Litliat he: trusted tliat His Majesty's Goverument 
would! nol raise: ih conneetion with this preliminary advance the question of our 
sphore of inter il of the Bitjand-Bunider Abbas Tine, and he repeated 
Me vemashs on this potut which T Haye ally ad tho honour to. communicate 
0 you. 

1 lol M. Isvolsky that Tlkut vecoived instructions to obtain the consent of the 
Mission CoyoHmont, asa starting poiut for mon ction, lo a recognition of 
the spliere in question, but that iu view of ‘his, observations T would take upon myself 
not Lo press tt for tlie moment, AL ime T would bo glad ihe would is 
me ontidontially: What splicts of inter oposid: to deserve to inorself. 
polited ot that, én the opinion of my Goyer ured a sphere in the 
South and vist,’ Russia peestunably would i in the worth and west, and 
thus leave the test of Bersia opeii't 
Russia and Uugland. 

M. lsyolshy saill that he quite: « 
consulled with the Bmperor and the Ministers of Wa 
position to give ony information which T hal requested. see the Binperor 
Very carly next week, and would then solivit 1s Majesty’ I will return to 
his point when 1 next seo M, Isvolsky, but 1h ier L shill be 
able to oblafn asoarly as M. Tavolsky gave ime at first {o understand all theinfosmae 
tion whieh is desired. Think that M. Isvolsky may haye met with some difficalties 
onthe part of the Minister of War; though 1 hav junds at all for imagining 
that he himself has it any way’ own opinion, “I -shall be ablo, perliaps, to 
scouie some fuller information during the nest few day 

M. Isvolsky informed me further that the Minister of Binance had invited 
M. Nas to come to St, Petersburgh, as lic considered it desirable to ascertain from 
that gentleman some particulars as to the financial situation of Persia, and also to 
Inquite of him what sources were still wvailable for furnishing guaranters for the 
Russian share in advances. or prospective loans. ‘The Russian Government had, he 
said, already lent to Porsia some 8,000,001, and he believed that the security for this 
financial assistance had almost if not eniirely mortgaged the available resourees of 
Persia, Ie made no allusion to shaving in the customs revenues in the south, and 
appeared to consider that we had earmarked these sources, : 

During an interview which T had with M. Isvolsky yesterday evening, he had 
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infor .¢ German Chargé d’Affaires, at his weekly reception ou the 
Sarre a Se ec aaacieall thy Linas Gay helen GONE Tce Te 
vereod to the establishment of a German Bank at ‘Tehran, He added that tho 
Porsian Chargé d’Aflaires had made some inquiries as to whether the Russian and 
Gritish Governments were discussing an arrangement in regard to Persia, and that he 
hhad replied that the relations between Russia and England had greatly improved, and 
that if- any discussion were to take place between the two Governments in respect to 

Wy woul naturally haye always in view the maintenance of the independence 
and integrity of that country. Thaveeer 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 





(32929) 


Siv A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 1.) 
Se ot St, Petersburgh, Soptember 24, 1906. 

” ML ISVOESKY exe to see mo y y aftemoon, and said that he Nad 
Deen talking over with Hho Minister of the question of a joint advance to 
the Persian Government, and that, as tond it was propy ° 
Inmediato advance of 200,001, the Russian Government were prepared to conteibnte 
one-half of this amount, and (elegraphie instructions had. been sent to the Tussin 
and: at erin (o hold 100,000 im readiness, Tf this preliminary advance of 
260,000/. were not found sufficient to meet the most, pressing nees sities, and a further 
advance becane necessary, the Russian Government might find it convenient to come 
{oan arragoment with is Majesty's Government as to the additional contribntion 
Which Russia would have to provide. Tn regard to the precautions which would he 
cquiteil to seeure the proper application of the proceeds of the advanes, M, Tsvolsky 
considers fiat lioyanl 1 might, arrango matter hero, and He would suggest tat 
M. Grubs, tlie Director of the Russian Banks, should be present at our interviews in 
onder fo flirnish us with necessary information, 

I told M. Isvolsky that it was possible that, an advance of 20,0001, would not. 
suifice to mect the most urgent needs of the Persian Government, as the Russian and 
Biitish Roprosentatives at ‘Tehran hed estimated the immediate requirements at 
100,001, Tavlded that my Goveramont considered that the advance should ho limited 
{o tho absolute necossary requinments, T said that T would at onee inform. you of 
{ie corminunieation which he hail hieen good enough to make to me, Int that it Seemed 
to me that it would be more practical if all the dotails as to the meie of disharsemont 
of the proceals of the advance were settled by the Russian and British Representatives 

an, who were on the spot, and wore perhaps: the est judges in stich matters, 
[ said the proposals in roforence fo tho above points, which had already heen made by 
Mi Havivig and Mr. Grant Dai, had mt with, the approval af both, Governments 
and it seemed to me that tho ‘sottloment might he left in (he hands of those at 


intained his suggestion, and T said that T would rofer to. 


y that my Goyernment were fn some donbts as to the eonnec= 
nee and the loan, and did not, quite unde 

So far as I was avare, the Persian Government had in the first i 
Russian Legation for an alvance of 8,000,000 tomans and a loan of 10,000,009 tomans, 
but that he desired to dofer any examination of the question of « tom nntil we 
discussed the general question of the whole financial situation in Persia, and of our 
future mutual relations in regard to that country, THis Excellency said that T lind 
correctly interpreted his views, and that the adyanee should he merely a measure to 
meet urgent needs, 

A. Isvolsky did not mention what guarantees the Russian Government. proposed 
to demand as security for their share of the advance. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 
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182980) No. 31. 
4 Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 


(No. 647. Confidential.) 
Sir, Si. Petersburgh, September 24, 1908. 
M. ISVOLSKY informed me yesterday that he had spoken with the Minister of 
anice with’ respect to the sphere of interest which we required (o the exstward of the 
Tine from Birjanl to Bauder Abbas, aud that his Excellency was in. agreement with 
him that our proposal was a perfectly acceptable one. He wished 
that he was speaking to ine unofficially, and that what he expressed was merely the 
ithe Minister of Finance aud himself, Both he and his colleague were 
1 that the main object of rangement to which the two 
fas to void any possibility of future collisions, aud that, in 
®, this object should be kept in view, ‘The 
lopted by the Russi 
the north of Persia, removed at some d > British sphere, 
Teayingy the whole of the x open to general ent With this view the 
Minister of Finance quite am ‘there were tivo of them in the Cabinet ready 
40 support what he consider ir-and reasonable arrangement, At the 
imo he anust s that the Gonoral § different, views, and that it 
‘considered that the proposed British sphere of interest might he not only of 
commercial hut also of political and strategical importance. He further wished to tell 
toe frankly that it was probable that, when the spheres had heen finally allotted, the 
Russian Government might find it desirable to construct mailways.in their zone, and 
for that purpose they would have to i at war 
and the construction of the Siber the funds whieh 
idertakings. ‘Tey would seck for such capital in 
ance, as they w ly to countries who were 
absolutely neutral in Persian affai 
Lthiuked M. Isvolsky for the 
nice would be 1y objections 
which might ho raised to, tho respective spheres of had indicated. 
Te might be perfectly true that our proposed sphere was of political and strategical 
importance, but it should bo remembered that. the Russian sphere, as mdicated by him, 
had also tho same charactoristies, and T must tell him with equal frankness that my 
Governmont considered that it was of primordial importance that our sphere of interest 
should be such as I had st 
Té@lded that it seemed tome that the discussions over these points would take 
some little time, but that [desired to see them terminated without undue delay. 
the meantime 1 thought that it was desirable that we should arrange as to. the two 
tolograph lines from ‘Tehran to Meshed and from Meshed to Soistan, 1 had recently 
made hima very fair offer of an exchange, and information which had subsequently 
reached me rendered it, tomy mind, advisable that we should deal with this question 
apart from the general arrangement, M. Isvolsky said that he really thought that the 
question of the two telegraph lines could be treated much more conveniently and 
Daturally in connection with the whole arrangement, and that they were not such 
jmportant matters, or of such urgency, as to demand separate and_ immediate con- 
sideration, He said, further, that there was also the question of Afghanistan to be 
cousidered, which stood in elose relations with that of Persia. T said that 1 was well 
ayare of this, aud that Thad received instructions to speak to him on this subject 
when the proper moment arri 
M. Isvolsky said that the Emperor would probably not return to Peterhof till 
towards the ond of this week, and that he must speak with His Majesty fully ou the 
questions which he hiad mentioned to me. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 
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[32961] NOES 


Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 1.) 
(No. 291.) 
‘Sir, 2 Berlin, September 25, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a translation of a telegram published in 
the “ Cologne Gazette” of the 21st instant on the subject of the rumoured concession 
of a German Bank in Persia. 

I took the opportunity of asking Count Ponrtalts, whom T called upon this afternoon, 
what truth there was in this report, and his Excellency gave me practically the same 
‘explanation of this concession as is contained in this telegram. 

__ Lhaye, &c. 
(Signed) FRANK C, LASCELLES, 


Tnclosure in No, 32. 


Extract from the “ Cologne Gazette” of September 21, 1906. 
(Translation ) ¥ 
? earaphi) 
BERLIN, 21st Septem! In connection with Reuter’s report of tho institution 
of a German Bank in Persia, we learn that a concession for 4 German Bank was, in 
f ne ago offered to the German Government, by. the Persian Government 
itiative, and without any German sug: As many German 

Tnisiness houses hiave latterly formed conneetions in Persia, it was to their interest, to 
‘man Bank in Persia, and not to be dopendent for their business on foreigi 

itutions. For this reason it was tho uty of the German Government to 

offer, ‘The question is still under consideration, amd. the only 

that if such a bank is founded it will bear the character of 

nd under no circu of a political bank. Tt is intonded as 

and not as a Stato Bank, nor as one 

: ‘of activity the furnishing or negotiating of Persian 

as the German Empire occupits itself with only commorcial tasks in 

nk, if it is founded, would have to refrain from any sort of political 





(33155) No. 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office. (Received October 1.) 
Sir, 

1 HAVE the hi to 
eh ee non to 


some Abstateh Lane, London, September 20,1906, 

acknowledge the receipt this moming of your So 7 

sferdas’s date and have carefully note the ee Gee ca ae ADE 

requested by you, a telegram has been dispatched to the Chiet 

fs reauestad.by 9 patched to the Chief Manager of the 
Mc zam instructing im to hold at th disposal of Iis Majesty's Ministor in 
__ Thave, &e. 

(Signed) G. NEWELL, Manager. 





133101] No, 34. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 1.) 


We 25 +) ; 
‘elegraphic.) P. j 
pe) ae 4 St. Petersburgh, October 1, 1906. 
Bee es in my telegram No, 260 of the 20th ultimo as i cing me a to 
Tr ioct, Mentioned by. MM Tsvolsky. with reference to the Meshed-Seistan 
‘ Sao een settlement, Tt sliould properly haye been put in 
f the transfer is effected ut o1 


cao teed er fete st once, he fears we al give 8 promnaturo indication to 


nature of our future spheres of influence is to be, 
————— ee 


N 
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{33372} No. 35. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice.® 


ie xe) Foreign Office, October 1, 1906. 

” THE Persian Minister asked me to-day, by instruction from his Government, 
whether it was trie that an Agreement had heen come to between ourselves and the 
Russian Government on Asiatic questions and containing a clause respecting Pe 

T said that no such Agreement had been come to. sen 
In reply to further questions as to whether such an Agreement was imminent or 
was undor disenssion, [said that, owing to the present state of Persia, we did discuss 
matters with the Government concerning telegraphs, loans, and other 
jes. Thws able that we should do so, in order to prevent differences 
ising batwoon us; but wo had not discussed anything which in any way would 

Tice the independence or the integrity of Persia. 
Tam, 6 
(Signed) DWARD GRE 





No, 36, 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office.—(Received October 2. 


yeusury Chanbers, October 1, 1906. 
Iaidl before ards Commissioners of His Mi reas 
28th ullin, and Lane to say that my Lords aru to co-operate 
sith Sie, Grey in sooty te jaieite needs ofthe Porsinn Government ya fiat 
4 vo provecding from the Tnssian Governmont and His Majesty's Government. 
pin rroposal wy, as any Lord undorstand, that the jofut loan should be for:100,0002, 
of het Hal sho I ana nt one, sud tho other lf Titor on, aml that 
wioty slould be half changed on Tndian funds. 
Fe TET EELE LN cOReE LIANE ie eeAU ORR urself responsible 
is, sooner or later, 200,000, 

My Lows note duit this loan is uot to be applied to the ropayment of former loans 
hootfated throngh the Inperial Bauk of Persiv or the Russian Banquo des: Peits, and 
(hit the exact mode of application of the contemph ss well as the deta 
ropaymont, are to he decided at Vohran or St, Potorsburgh forthwith, ‘The B 

he loqn is to he xoentred_ on the eustoms of tho southern poris of Persia 
tho Persian Gulf, while the Persian Gove i 5 per cent, on the loan, 
Of which 4 por cent, por annun is to: bo paid to the lenders of the loan, and 1 per cent. 
por aumum to the fnpei k of Porsia, F , : 

Unior the proposei igements, the sum which the hk Government will 
Daye to find immediately: ix ball 1000002, or 60,0001, andl it is proposed 
that the siinn-of 60000/ shall Ne placed at the disposal of the Sccrotary of State for 
a from the Treasury Chost Account, it being understood that His Majesty 

est opbortunity of asking Parliament to. repay the 
advance from the Treasury Chest Account. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) , W, HAMILTON, 





|83303| 
‘Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Received October 2.) 


Siv ‘Treasury Chambers, October 1, 1906, 
“WWII reference to Mr. Campbell's letter of the 28ih ultimo, Tam commanded by 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty sury to aequaint you that the Paymaster- 
General has been authorized to transfer the sum of 50,000, to the credit of the Vote 
for Diplomatic and Consular Services. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) -E, W, HAMILTON, 





* Als to Sir A. Nicolson. 


[82883] 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 381.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 2, 1906. 

PERSIAN advance, i 

His Majesty's Government are prepared to go on with the whole advance, as 
recommended in your telogram No. 250 of the 29th ultimo (last paragraph), recognize 
that an arrangement concluded under pressuro and reluctantly would probably uot bo 
enduring, whereas our object is to secure an equitable agreement which will last, His 
Majesty's Government do uo desire, therefore, to bring such pressure to bear on the 
Russian Government by insisting, as a condition of our participation in the advance, 
upon a complete political agreement, 

On the other hand, we cannot leave tho matter of the Seistan telegraph in its 
present state, It is not, as it stands, compatible with a fair start for common action 
by the two Governments, being a disturbance, to our disadvantage, of the status quo, 
Nn exchange of lines as proposed (which T cannot: believe to be open to the objections 
which yon quote in your telegram No, 251 of the 20th September), or some other 
solution which would meet the Indian Government's obje should be arrived at. 
Thy matter should, T think, be settled before the second moieiy of tho advance ix 
made. 

‘The common action bebyeen tho vo Governments, which will be begun by tho 
joint advance, will he continued pending the discussion and, T trast, the conclusion 
eventually of i lasting and comprohensive agreement such as is desired by M, Isvolsky. 
‘Whe status quo will not be disturbed by oithor ont to the disadvantige of tle 
other during this interval, anil instructions in this sense will he given’ to their 
respect 

1 he no question of Russia sharing in the lien on the receipts of 
the Southern and Gulf ports, which we Hold already, and shall again, 
ur security, the immediate object, of the advance being to preserve equilibrium 
hont prejudice to the future or change in existing conditions, 

Itis in deference to the strong rged by M. Iavolsky that wo are taking our 

action, and a factor in our decision has also been the: favourable personal 


on with rexard to the Tine proposed which he has expressed. You should oxpliin 
this to his E 





(82652) No. 


ons Sir Fdieard Grey to Sir F. Lascelles, 
Sir, 

WITH refere 
Excellency that 
instru 
received 


Koreign Office, October 2, 1906 


cv fo my despateh No, 265 of the 25th ultimo, [ have to inform your 
mn Charge ad Affaires called on the 24th ultimo, and, under 
crument, informal Sir C, Hardinge, who. in inj absence. 
im, that owing to the lack of interest: shown in’ the proposal. by. German 
financiers, iv was not unlikely that the proje nan bank 
Init that in any ease, if it should be rea 
te Dank, and in a0 sense a State ban! 
W iY reference to Sir C,H. 
ho was instructed owledge 
i : a 2 owledge of 
oh pe ; @ rivate. fiuanc nd -that, they 
ue tion of a lon “orsia, 
Sir. 1 k SI statement, which he read 10 hi 
thauking him for the communigation which he had heen instrgeted tormakenn (ot 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) "EDWARD GREY, 


_—— eee 
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133337] No. 40, 


Tndia Office to Foreign Office. —(Received October 8.) 


WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 30th Angust, the Under- 
Sceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of Stats 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, forwards herewith, for 
the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a letter from the 
Foreign Seeretary to the Government of India, dated the 28rd August, relative to the 
status of Halul Island. 


India Office, October 2, 1906. 
_————— 
Tnelosure 1 in No, 40, 


Major Cow to Government of India. 
oufidential,) 
; Bushire, August , 1906, 

T HAVE the honour to roport the action taken by me on Foreign Department 
telogram dated the 5th in regard to Halul Island, 

On my retuen journey from Karachi, T visited Shargah, and, on the grounds that 
the information colleoted tor the i nd to the soveral islets lying 
between the Ras Rakkan was still incomplete made local inquiries 


iccustomed 


to connect the ow xercise of cortain rights over them, 


‘Thesw are chiefly ; 
(a) ‘he right to dispose of jetsam and flotsam and native craft wrecked on the 

islands, 

(b.) Rights of pasturage in cases where any is gonerated after rain. 


(c.) Rights of fishing during winter, and of taking water or shelter from storms 
during the pearling season, 


It was the opinion of our Agent at Shargah, who has many years’ local experience 


of the ‘Mruefal Coast, that it was the local view, or would bo if inquiries wer made, 
{hat such rights as those mentioned, in tho ease of all the islands in question oxeept 
Shiran and Halal, wore vested in the Sheikh of Abu Thabi 

With regard to Halul he expressed the belief that it was undoubtedly outside the 
Sheikh of Abu 'Chabi’s spliore, anid that the latter would probably not claim any rights 
over i, but suggested that the people of the Kate Coe mast claim it. “He was 
similarly doubtful as to the status of Shiran, but was inclined to think that it would 
bo regarded on the Trucial Coast as appertaining to Wakra—that is, to Sheikh Jasin 
DinJThani’s people, 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Latif was already undor instructions to proceed to Abu 
Hhabi and Debai on my bohalf on other business, and T disected him to make specific 
investigations about these islands genorally and severally, and to let me knew the 
Feaull ‘as soon as possible, for the information of the ‘officer in charge of the 
“ Gazetteer.” 

. After calling at Um-al-Kawain T left for Halul, ‘The island is a favourite 
breeding place for torns at this season, and the collection of eggs was made the reason 
for calling. We found one pearling dhow anchored there taking shelter from a 
“shamnal” which was blowing at the time. "The dhow hailed from Doha (Al Bia‘a), 
and the nakhoda informed me that he had come there the day before for shelter from 
tho * shamal,” and had also beon gathering exgs, of which there were plenty, On my 
asking him whether there was any water on the island or grazing after rain, he replied 
in the negative, but added. that the fishing in the vicinity was excellent, and that 
many dhows came from Doha in the winter for that pay By indirect inqui 
Telicited that ho considered tho island to appertain spectally to the people of Dale 

4, Having landed and explored the island, we lett for Bahrein, and before partiny 
with the Political Agent, Captain Prideaux, I asked him to take the first possible 
opportunity of sounding Sheikh Esa as to tho status of Halul, among other islends, 
iin conncetion with “ Gazettecr” inquiries, I attach a copy of his Report, written 
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hurriedly for my personal information.* Tt will be seen that this) corroborates in a 
great measure the information obtained on the Trucial Coast. laa 
©" Some little time must elapse before I can receive the Shargah Agent's final 
Report, but I can felegraph the purport of his communication when received, and 
inileed doubt if it will throw any more certain light on the question of ownership than 
that now forthcoming. This seems of too negative a nature as rogards Babrein to 
FsHiy tay taking fertlien/aod cw ttioneceln ce, valelGavernmient vot sua ialerioe 
local evidence of German desi: e the matter very urgent. 

5, Before making any comment on Captain Prideanx’ suggestions, T venture to 
recor my impresions as to the adaptability of Halul as a eoaling:slation, The 
ersian Gulf Pilot” seems liardly to do it justiee. At the time ihe “Lawrence 

the island on the present oceasion aval” was and had been blowing for 
some st. Nevertheless, we found anchorage in 6 fathoms, half a mile 
froin the shore on the south-east side of the island, sheltered from the prevailing wind, 
A dliovy had also come there for shelter, and was lying alongside us, and we had no 
difficulty whatever in landing in the ship's whaler in the gap in the elif! mentioned in 
the Pilot,” which, in fact, forms a natural boat liavtour, and could he very. easily 
improved. On the other side of the island there was a heavy surf, and landing would 
difficult, 
weet Tad 90 RNS WORE aspen Ale ground is fairly level, and would be 
convenient for storage of coal, No fresh water is at presont obtainable on the island, 
but if artesian wells did not tap sweet: water a condenser would remedy the evil,'so 
that tho water question would present no practical diffleulty. On the other parts of 
the island there is plenty of level ground, and I am of opinion that on the whole it is 
by no means to be despised as a coaling base, 2 A 
“6. There remain for consideration the measures which can most conveniently be 
taken to forestall any attempt on the part of a foreign Power to acquire the island, 
‘The most that we are likely to receive from the Trucial Coast in the way of furtlior 
information is that the Sheikh of Abu Thabi does not claim it; or does not, claim. 
exclusive rights over it, We shall be still left with this difficulty, that if ‘the Sheikh 
of Bahrein places his flag upon the island, or takes other steps to assert his own 
exclusive jurisdiction over it, his action may bo met by protests o¥ counter-claims 
from Sheikh Jasim-bin-Thani, which Sheikli Esa will expect us to answer for him, 

Captain Prideaux suggests our either hoisting our own flag‘on the island or else 

ing movement in regard to it by a foreign Power, and then taking the necessary 
action to frustrate 'theirs. A es a 

‘The first course does not quite commend itself to me, Our action might not 
as an incentive and excuse to others to follow suit, and if the British flag wore 
placed there measures must be maintained to have it respected, i 

7. Under tho circumstances T respectfully make the following suggestion ns 
4 compromise, It at all events has the advaritage of heing founded on a plausible 
basis, 

Halal lies practically on, ov at all events not far off, the track of British India 
steamers for some time past plying regularly between Debai and Babrein, 1 suggest 
that the British India Steam Navigation Company, or we on their behalf, should 
erect a masonry beacon on the island as an aid to navigation, 

‘the stonois ready to hand, and it would merely bo necessary for a ship to take 
& muson oF two and some cement from Babrein and stand by for a few days while 
the beacon is being put up. Our having done this would give us somo sort of right 
to be interested in the island, and if any question arose we could then say that this 
beacon liad merely been put np as an aid to nayigation for the use of the public, but 
should announce at the same time that we were tinable to admit the exclusive 

ignty over it of any Arab Sheikh, the fact being that the subjects of the 

khs of Oman, Katr, and Bahrein had been in the habit of using it from':time 
immemorial; that it was common to all of them, and that we declined to admit any 
violation of the status quo. 

There is no German man-of-war or merchant-ship in the Gulf at present; and I do 
not think the matter will suffer by the ten days’ delay entailed by this reference to the 
Government of India, but if the information here submitted is sufficient to enable 
Goverument to decide as to which is the best course to pursue, I request that T may be 
informed of their conclusions by telegraph, 

&, Before concluding, it may he worth while for me to mention here incidentally 


ot printed, 
[1682] 
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two points which have caught my attention while looking up information in regard 
to Halul — 


(1) The island is somewhat prominently mentioned in the “Eneyelopwedia 
Britannica” © under the head “ Arabia "—“ Pearl Fisheries,” and the following passas 
Ovours: “The most productive shoals are those between the Islands of Halool and tle 
east coast of Katr.” 

(2) Tn the most up-to-date atlas published, “ Sticle sy? just issued 
hy Tustus Perthes, Gotha, 1905, Bahrein is drawn by colony as British, and the 
territory coloured Turkish, though it includes Koweit, exeludes the whole of the Katar 

i atlas if not official is at all events German. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed). P. Z. COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 40, 


Captain Prideaue to Major Cox, 
Bahrein, July 28, 1901 

ON the moming after my landing here I was gratified to receive a visit of 
welcome from the Chief, and on my ret ing it in the afternoon I sounded him, as 
vouieatredi (ou Hua mubicototsETalnD 

‘he Chiof said, and this corroborates the information acquired by Mr. Hak before 
my arrival, that both the fishermen of Oman and Katar are in the habit of fishing 
near, and landing on Halul, as well as on the island further south, which my map 
calls Shirauh, ‘The other islands (the Chief knows nothing about “D ih”) are 
undoubtedly within the Oman sphere, but the two first mentioned he thinks to be 
neutral to both countri ‘He added that in the pearling season Babrein boats make 
‘equal use of the island with those of Oman and 

T thon suggested that possibly in the day i the rulers 


of all Katar, they hnud also exercised some sovercignty over Halul, The Chief replica 
that (hat may have been the caso, but le had never heard so. 

In the cireumstances, I think that the best thing we could do would be to put 
our own flag on the island, treating itasdovelict, and 
it is believed to be of no ¢ 
three ov four 


of-war 

again enters the Gulf, when oue of our ships might he sent. to forestall hee at Malul, 

of lot us tell the Germans (sic ‘Murks) af once thint the position in Doha is in contraven- 

tion with their promises to us, and that we shall in the future, as we have done recently 

in vegard to Wakra, prevent all further attempts on Uieit part to consolidate their 
wont islanuls, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 40. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Wolegraphie,) P. Bushire, August 16, 1906, 
‘THLE Resideney Agent's report regarding Halul is not final, but tends in the 
direction anticipated in iny letter of the Sth August, 
‘Phe first ship of the Hamburg-Ameriean line is expected in ten days. It left 
London on the Lith July. 


|33410) No. dL. 

Sir A. Nicolson (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 3.) 

(No, 255.) 

(Velegraphie,) P. Sl. Petersburgh, October 3, 1906 
AVLAIE rGlatenee to yaar tlc ramni NosscIi oe vetenlay, 1 Ware che Pour 

report that I informed the Minister for Foreign Affairs this afternoon that, in deference 


© Vole HI, ps 245, Oth edi 
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to the views urged by him, the immediate acceptance by Russia of the Birjand—Bunder 
Abbas line would not be insisted on by His Majesty's Government as a condition to 
jnakine the whole advance to Persia in common, and I said that it was your hope that the 
icin advanee would be the beginning of a common action which would eventually lead 
to the conclusion of a durable and comprehensive arrangement. I further said that we 
were convinced we should have his active personal co-operation in inducing the Russian 
Government, as a whole, to accept the bases of agreement laid down by us, 

With regard to our lien on the southern eustoms revenues it appeared unnecessary 
to say anything further, as Minister for Foreign Affairs has a written Memorandum from 
ne on the subject and has agreed to it. I thought it better not to. show any doubts or 
fears on the subject of our exclusive rights there, and he has not shown any inclination 
to interfere with the above revenues, ar ¥ 

M, Isvolsky expressed many thanks for my communication, and said that 1 could 
rely on his doing his utmost to bring our arrangement as to Persia to a conclusion on 
the lines mentioned by me. Nes F 

He appeared much relieved at my communication, and I hope it may be an 
incentive to him to exercise pressure on those who may demur to accepting our 
proposal. 

PoPsThe Emperor is still absent, and the date of his return is uncertain, I shall be glad 
syhien M. Isvolsky is able to speak to His Majesty on the matter. 





{33411} No, 42. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 3.) 


2) P. St. Petersturgh, October 3, 1906. 
PERSIAN telegraphs: Your telegram No, 851 of yesterday. 
I told M, Isvolsky this afternoon that a speedy settlement of this question was 
nestly desited by His Majesty’s Government, and that I could assure him that it was 
esary that one should be arrived at. In reply, he repeated his former 
arguments, dwelling especially on the one thal the disclosure of a portion of our curds 
‘vould result, [told him that his apprehension was not shared by my Government, and 
{ pointed out that our proposal was most natural one, and that, this L was sure would 
be the view in Persia, 1 said, on the other hand, that what had occurred recently 
constituted a disturbance of the status quo, and that serious trouble might result if it 
\ore persisted i he did not object to the transfer in prineiple, but that 
vou not give me an immediate reply. T'think | shook his hesitation, 1 will retwrn to 
the clarge in two or three days lie has promised to study the question atonee, ‘To-day 
Hyving the Minister's reception day, prolonged conversation was difficult, 





[33414] No. 13. 


Xo. 26n) St © Soring lee to 8 Baad Grey-—{Recived Oetber 8.) 
(No. 269, 
(Pelegraphic,) DP. 

PERS 1 frontier dispute, 


‘The Trkish Military Attaché has informed Colonel Douglas tliat tho line now 


elaimed by lis Goverument touches the Lake of Urmia at one point and includes 
Passov: 


Twas told hy tho er for Foreign Affairs that the Per 
eer greatly disappointed atthe failure of theis appeal to Russia and England for help. 


lo sald that they inight be forced into having recourse to arbitration, and hinted tat 
appeal might possibly be made to « foreign Arbitrator. 


Tn this connection see the German Preaty of 1873, Article XVIL, paragraph 2. 


Tehran, October 33, 1906, 








[38415] No. 44. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 3.) 
No. 270.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 3, 1906. 
MY ‘ndienco of the Shah has been postponed till Saturday owing to the sta 
‘His Majesty's health. 
T have been 
understanding | 
disturbing the 9 inded him that whi 
assurances liad heon given to him by both Lord 
him that the inde 
Ho. said) th 
into Russi E spheres or an 
Agreomen 
In-conclusion, his Highness hinted that Persi 
cewhere for hi 


sia are greatly 
in London formal 
il Lassured 





3. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 8 


Tehran, October 3, 1906. 
y telegram No. 269. 
oner, 
ner hd threatened an immediate rupture of 
nogotintions and was to leave last Monday 
‘The Persian Ambassador at Constantinople has beon informed and instructed to 
communicato with the Russian and British Representa 





138155} No. 46, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©, Spring-Rice. 
(No, 169.) 
(Pelographie) P. Foreign Office, October 3, 1906. 

HEFER to Me. Grant Duff's (elegram No. 257 f the th alfang: Persian adence. 

As you ate already awaro, the Russian and British Governments linve decided to 
tnake an immediate advanco to the Persian Government of 200,000. Ata later date 
ft necessuny, and subject to certain conditions affecting themselves, which the two 
Governments are now discussing, they will make a further advance of the samo 
amount. 

‘The Russian and British, Governn ill furnish the joint advance in equal 
moieties of 100,000, this sui, of which the Imperial and Indian Governments 
pave cael provided! half, las therefore been placed to your order at the liperial. Bank 
of Persia, 

‘Tho Customs of the Gulf and South Persian ports should be the security for our 
portion of the loon; and 5 per eent,, of which the Bank will have 1 per cent, as cou 
mission, should ho fixed as the rato of interest. 

Bearing in mind the points enumerated in the above-mentioned telegram, you 
should discuss tho conditions under which the advance is to be made with your Russian 
colleague, 





{33532} No, 47. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 4,) 


Sir, India Office, October 4, 1906. 

1AM ‘directed by Mr, Secretary Morley to acknowledge receipt of Air. Campi 
Totter of the ard instant, inclosing a copy of the telegram sent by Secretary Si 
Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice on the subject of the joint advance wh 
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Government and the Russian Government have agreed to make to the Persian 
Government. g : a 

Inreply, Iam to say that the Accountant-General of this Office has been instructed 
to pay to the Imperial Bank of Persia the sum of 50,0001, a5 requested. 

I am to add that the Secretary of State in Council has agreed that a sum, not 
exceeding 100,000, of which the above sum of 50,000, is a moicty, be placed from 
Indian revenues at the disposal of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs for the 
plirpose of the joint advance, which is to he made through the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
on the security of the customs of the poris of Southern Persia and the Persian Gulf, 
anon the same terms as regards interest as the advances already mado from Indian 
revenues to the Persian Government on the 4th April, 1903, and the Ist September, 
1901. 

Tho Secretary of State in Council has also agreed that, in view of the present 

ion in Persia, the repayment by the Persian Government of the advanees already 
made through the Imperial Bank may be postponed. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOL 





[33540] No, 48. 
ring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 4.) 
Tehran, October 4, 1906. 


AS thero was some slight finprovement in the Shah’s health T was received to-day 
sand presented my letters, 





[32626] No. 49, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, October 4, 1906 
y to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

telegram from the Viceroy, on the subject of 
possibile advance from In ues to the Persian Govermnent, in return fo 
concession of the Karan I chem 

Morley's view that, in the present 

not be practicable to. make 
ise than in agreement with the Russian 


‘ition of the negotiations with Rus 
ance to the Persian Governmer 
it 
Tam, & 
(Signed) 





(33634) No. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 5.) 


ic.) P. 
O-RUSSIAN: Loan, 
¢ communicated with my 
nr tele, . 169. 
oniitions will Le drafted ¢ 
ernments, 


Tehran, October 5, 1906. 


sian colleague in the sense of the instructions 


the lines already agreed on and submitted to the 





[1682] 
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[83806] No. 51. 


Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 6,) 
(No, 196.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, October 5, 1906, 

‘SELL following communication lias been made tome and the Russian Ambassador, 
by the Persian Ambassador, in respect of the Turco-Persian frontier dispute, referred 
to in Mr, Grant Duff's telegrams Nos, 269 and 271 :-— 


“Parkish Commissioner has proposed River Eahan as frontier, which would « 
‘urkey Old Gahijan, Verne, Naalen, Fakir, and other important. places. Pi 
Government cannot admit that all these places, which are needed by Pi 

should be abandoned to Turkey. ‘Turkish Commissioner, seeing that his Porsian 
colleague rejects his proposal, wished to leave frontier, but has been persuaded to 
romain a few days, Persian Goyernment seeing, to its great regret, that Turkey is 
not disposed to “terminate question, begs British and Russian Representatives to 
concert with the Persian Ambassador to proceed to negotiate with the Sublime 


Porte, with a view to submitting the question to arbitration and to indicating the 
arbitrators.” 


voport, in the above senso, is being sent by the Russian Ambassador to. his 
ment, and he is at the same time drawing their attention to the position 
secured to Germany under Article XVIII of the Treaty between Persia and Germany 
of 1878. ‘The Persian Ambassador will be informed that we have referred to our 
Governments, for their instructions, the communication which he has made to us. 
Tam doubtful, as is also M. Zinoview, whether arbitration would be aceopted by the 
Porte. 
From the statements made by the Persian Amba 


ador it would appear that 
Passova is left to Persia by the proposed line. 





{83415 | 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

(No. ae) 

(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 6, 1906. 
NGLO-RUSSIAN qiderstanding respecting Persi 


@ to the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, reported! in 


y inform his Excellency thi hats heen no discussion between the two 
anything by which Persin’s integrity or indopendence would in 

» prejudiced, but that wo have necessarily Veen obliged to discuss atten 

ng loans, telegraphs, and other emergenc 





(83528) No, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 173.) 
(Volegraphic,) Foreign Office, October 6, 1906, 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN understanding respecting Persia, 
‘The purposes for which we suggested our line of demarcation to the Russian 
Government are those to which you refer in your telegram No, 27] 4 of the 3rd instant, 
and will probably form the basis of such negotiations as may follow, 





|33847) No. 54, 


Sir A, Nicolson ta Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 7.) 


(No. 


59.) 
(Telegraphie.)  P. St. Petersburgh, Octover 7, 1906. 
PERSIAN tolegraphs. 
Minister for Foreign Af said thathe could not give me a reply to-day respecting 
Meshed-Seistan line, but that he would do so very shortly. I have pressed him to give 





[38846] RSL 3 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received October 7.) 

(No. 276.) cae 
slographic.) En clair. Tehran, October 7, 1906. 
(rte shah to-lay inougurated the National Assembly by reesiving the ‘Tehran 
Deputies, to whom ‘the Imperial Speech was read in the presence of the grand 

dignitaries of the Court and foreign Representatives. 





(1682) 
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a ceply before he leaves next Thursday on a three-weoks' holiday. T shall see hine 
‘iuain before he leaves, and he promises to do his best. He has seen the Emperor, and. 
Spoken with His Majesty on the questions at issue between us, but he did not disclose 
the result of their conversation. 





[33845] No. 55. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Ocloher 7.) 


Telivan, October 7, 1906, 


ring Government of Indi , that Bakhtiari affairs should bo 

der direction of Legation, All the correspondence should be 

forwarded throught the ConsulGeneral in whose district he may happen to be at tho 
time, and copies of such documents supplied to the other Consul-General, 





(33845) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No. 174) 
(Welegraphic.) P, Ki 
T APPROVE the suggestion in your telegram 
Bakditiaei affai 


fice, October 8, 1900, 
respecting conduct of 





134185) No. 57. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 9) 


Teliran, October 9, 1906, 


nsill lis rupresented to the Government of Iudia that the Ru now 

Hout forty-tive men at Soistan, and that the retention of « esitable, Ho 
opinion that the hope of securing mutual withdrawal 5 
to fulfil their promises with regard to the punishment of the rote 


inay have a wholesome effect on the 
ight, perhaps, be imiesirable 10 make. cone 
quarter apart from the larger sctulement, 


Th cordi informed Government of India that 1 see no objection to the 
retention of th 





(34271) No, 
Tuia Office to Kurcign Office. (Received October 10.) 


it presents his compliments to the Under 
a id, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
ith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase 
of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated! the 8th instant, relative to the Karan irrigation 
scheme. 


India Office, October 10, 1901. 
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Inclosure in No. 58. 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) P. 

KARUN irrigation. 

In iti idered practicable by His 
Majesty's ki advance to Persia otherwise than in agreement 
with Russian Government, and His Majesty's mument do not consider that 
‘approaching them on the subject would be advisable. 





(34278) 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 10.) 


(No, 264.) 
¢ 


vraphic,) P. St. Petersburgh, October 10, 1906. 
‘NHLEGRAPH line betssoen Meshed and Seistan. 

Thave this ilay received the views of the Russian Govermnent respecting the line 
in the shape of a Memorandum handed to me by the Minister for Forel 
former arguments against the inmediate exchange of the two lines a 
Memorandum, and a compromise is proposed to the following effew 


English instruments should be employed for working a spec to be added 
to the Moshed-Soistan line, and Russian instruments to be used for working a similar 
whieh is to be added to the line connecting ‘Tehran with Meshed, Pending « 
agreement on tho entire Persian question, such a compromise would, 
According to the Memorandum, safeguaed both British and Russian interests, 


‘Tomorrow's bag will conyey a copy of the Memorandum, which explains w 
status quo was not disturbed by recent Russian trinsactions on the line between Meshed 
and Soista 
T did not express an opinion, me tlint Tyvould forward the proposal to 
You. Tonnorrow M. Iavol three weeks" holiday. Me was anxions, hie 
Weclared, to avoid arousing premature resistance to what he calls matters of detail, anid 
romindled me of the opposition which (0 he overcome before an agreement 
on the Persian question in general could ho arrived at, Being anxious to leave the 
field clear for my view which you may see fit to take of the compromise: 5 
proposes, Tubstained from making auy tem 
M, lavolsky then read to ano a tele 
conversation whieh tlie Ambassador had: hi 
identical with those contain your tel slic been 
was in principle, 
rever, that such were 
wrcly WSs to be 
takou as a formal expression of opinion on the part of the Russian Government, but 
metoly as personal to himself, had heen carefully explained to my Government. 





134381} No. (0, 
Inyerial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received October 11,) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, October 11, 1906. 
THAYVE the honour to forwant, for your information, translation of a Confidential 
ologram received by: the Charaé W'Mffairos of the Porsian Legation in London from the 
Prime Minister in Tehran, on the subject of the overdue promissory note of the Persian 
Government, together with the Chairman's reply to Mirza Mehdi Khan, [further bes 
4 inclose the translation of a telegram on the same subje dispatched 
‘yestord M of the Bank in ‘Tohran by the London Board anid the 
reply received this mori 
Thave, & 
igued) LL, Manegen. 


—————— 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 60. 


Prime Minister, Tehran, to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 
(Translation.) 
(Confidential, 


(Reegra 


sty. Th is 

neces re, that you should explain this matter clearly to Sir Lepel Griffin, 

man of the Bank, and make it clear to him that, if thero was no obstacle to 

the withdrawal of gold from the ‘Treasury, we ourselves would not have been reluctant 

9 do so, seeing that we are so in need of funds at the present time. And now that the 

(overmment are in the act of making reforms and are desirous that the account of the 

Tinperial Bank should be settled at the earliest. possible moment, the Chaitman must 

e the necessary assistance and postpone the payment so that. the Goverment 

som Ieisure to get togethier the amount due to the Bank. Had not these 

foreseen events taken place ono aftor the other at this moniont, the Imperial Govern- 

iment would certainly have fulfilled their desire to effect a settlement, but these 

ceurrences have impeded matters. ‘The Chairman hituself should grasp the situation, 
and not refrain from giving assistance. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 60. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Mirza Mehdi Khan. 


), Abehurch Lane, London, 
My dear Mirza Mehdi Khai October 11, 1906, 
THAVE carefully considered the telegram from the Prime Ministor which you 
ave me, and have taken the opportunity of consulting my colleagues on the samo, 
Iris superfluons to insist on the anxious desire of the Imperial Bank to meet the 
wishes of the Persian Government, but 1 would point ont that, if the Direotors of tho 
Bank could, in the circumstances of the case, agree (0 a renewal of the promissory note 
to which His Majesty has affixed his signature, it would still be necessmy t0 explain to 
the sliarcholders, and, consequently, to the public, at the general mooting in December, 
the reasons which compelled the State Bank to’ allow so large a sum to-remain out- 
standing beyond the nor limits of our Concession. 
_ / trust that some way: ont of the difficulty may: still be found, and wo have 
instructed our chief Manager in Tehran to consult with tho British Minister with 4 
lew to a settlement. 
Yours very sincere 
(Signed) ~~ LNPET, GRIPEIN. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 60. 


Imperial Bank of Persin to Mr. Rabino. 

(Translation.) 

(Telecraphic.) 25, Abehureh Lane, London, October 10, 1906. 
REFER question payment overdue promissory note, to which signature of Shah 

Nas obtained through Legation, to British Minister for favour of settlement; unless 

seitled matter must he explained to general meeting and public. We are most mxious 


sive reputation Persian Government, Before doing this inform Prime Minister of 
intended action. 


[ese 
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Tnelosure 4 in No. 60. 


Mr. Rabino to Imperial Bank of Persia, 
(Translation.) 
‘Telewraphic.) 

WE have seen British Minister, who is ta 
instructions. 


Tehran, October 11, 1900, 
legraphing Foreign Office ask for 





(84383) No. 61. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived Octobor 11.) 


(No, 278.) 
(Pelegraphic.) Tehran, October 11, 1906. 
LOAN, Mr, Grant Duff's telegram No. 49 of the 18th Febru; 
ahs promissory for 150,002, is now. overdue, 
1 Bank infor 
for payment, 

‘The Per easury cannot meet this obligation (although there 
helievo the existence of a gold resorve for emergen 
character), and the money cannot, accor 
proposed new advance, 

| venture to suggest that you should explain the situation to the Directors of the 
Tnnperial Bank with w view to their consenting to postpone their deniand. 


, T understand that the Directors fear that the whole sitnation may have to be 
‘Aixelosed. at the general meeting, 


Theliove the difteulty 


and the Manager of thi 
eceived stringent orders from Loudon ty pr 


reason to 
es of a dynastic oF politival 
1 to your instructions, be paid out of the 


10 the promissory note is inainly & legal one, 





183806] No. 62, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


Foreign Office, October U1, 1906. 

culty between Persia and Turk 
If the Russian nent agree, His Majesty's Government are willing, ¢ 
Tssian and Brit sentatives should let it be knowit to the 
re propared to assist in th iow of the fh 

ieipating for this puxposo with the Commissi iy Turkey and Persia, 

by delimiting the line within the zone whieh they: (the and British Goyern- 


ments) reuily laid down as that within ivhich the boundary is to be found, 
Tnform M, Isvolsky. 


T have suggested to the Ru lor here, 
he made to me, and in which M. Isvolsky 
Vizier might be approached by the Awhassadors 
communication should not be well received, it should not have too formal a chiracter 
inthe first instance, Talso suggested that the Representatives might indicate to the 
‘rand Vizier that, if the frontier which ‘Turkey claims is the River Lahn, the difficulty 
should bo susceptible of peaceable adjustment in the manner proposed, as such a line 
would appear to lio near the middle of the neutral zone which was defined in, 18G>2 
that therefore it would be exceedingly unfortunate that a conflict between "Pirkey and 


Persia should arise out of the question; and that the offer of our good ofliees has been 
mai with w view to obviating such a result, 


; , in reply to a commun 
iy opinion, that the Grand 


sparately, in order that, in caso the 





(32992) 
ir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 


(No. 155. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 11, 1906. 
3, Confidential, of the 10th 

nw's opinion that some mark of attenntio 


T HAVE received Mr, Grant Duff's despateh Ni 
ultimo, in whieh he conenrs in Mr, Wrst 
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might with advantage be conferred on His Imperial Highness tho Valiahd by His 
jesty’s Government. : ‘ 
see er aieald Pals alba farauag pile eur Siaran ith expedicney of taking 
such a step at the present time, when Tis Majesty's Goverment are conducting 
negotia 1 the Russian Government in regard to Persian affaits. 
2 Tam, &c, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





[34479] No. Gi. 
Sir G. Mackenzie to Foreign Office. (Received October 12, 


23, Great Winchester Street, London, 
Dee Sir Charles Landing ' Griober 11, 1006, 
TAB present situation int an opportunity may pr 
ARR OETA i SaAGGH ANAC eda Ee 
1. With this in-view I venture to send you copy of a letior Taddrossed 
r predecessor in 1901 on thesubject of establishing <phieres of ii Shouli 
he possible T hope the difticulties created in Afriea by adopting a strict lino of 
ile for demarcating the dividing line between the Congo Free Stato and British, 
‘ast Africa will he avoided, 
Phe 3th degree of latitude in Persia would very neark the purpose, but not 
¢, for it cuts out the ronte that carries the important. trade between Bagdad: ind 
is swell as the important contres of Kenmanshah, Hamadan, and Sultinabad, 
strate should naturally gravitate to the Persian Gulf, Should these important 
towns be thrown into the northern sphere. the proposed route from Shuster vid the 
ered abortive, 
Averbajand, 
should ran, say, 
kin) to Hamadan and theuee 
io Kum, ross, tho Creat Salt. Desert, which forms a 
sral boundary, to some point north. of Birjand. ; 
Tinclose a rongh sketch map which will better explain my moaning, trust you 
intrusion, but the subject is one that Tam much interested in, ib 
lose aud constant attention sin 8, when Topenod the Ispahan- 
Shuster route aud secured the friendship of the Bachtiari tribe, 
Yours very truly, 
(Signed) GEORGE 8, MACKENZIB, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 64, 


Mr. Mackensie to Foreign Office. 
Dear Sir Thomas Sanders Novenber 18, 1901. 
REFERRING to our last interview, 1 promptly communicated your decision to 
Mr. H. B. Lynch, and arranged that the Karun service was to be continued till such 
time as a definite decision regarding the future might be determined upon. He 
promised to call next morning at the Forejgn Office and arrange the matter, and T 
presume he did so. Meantime Lam suspending negotiations regarding the road 
construction between Shuster and Hamadan, vid Khoramabad, pending a definito 
decision in ‘Tehran 
‘The time being opportune, J trust our Government intends showing our northern 
neighbours that they are determined to hold the ground firmly in our legitimate 
sphere of influence in Southern Persia, and that in doing go there is no desire to 
fneroach upon or hamper in the slightest degree the operations of Russia inthe northern 
sphere. 
The Great Salt Desert forms a wellalefined dividing line hetwoen our respective. 
spheres of influence, It is not suggested that we should extend beyond Kum and 





60 


Hamadan northwards, but T maintain we ought no longer to hesitate in establishing 
our position by the construction of roads from the south to those points. Let the 
Russians push their roads thus far and capture what trade they can along either road, 
but give us at least the opportunity of drawing the trade in the southern sphere of 
influence to the Persian Chulf ports. Such a policy must Strengthen the financial, 
commercial, and political position of Persi 

What is the real object in the alleged desire of Russia to get a port in the Persian 
Gulf? Would i rd any facilities to the trade of the northern provinces if subjected 
to the extra land ¢ Triage to rea ter base there? The explanation is that, 
having established and secured her position from north to soutli, she aspires to close 
the Persian ports against our trade, as\hus been dono at Batons nd the Caucasus, 
What hindrance can she now find under existing circumstances in using the ports 
of the Persian Gulf for her steamers? They eo there equal terms with British 
vessels, and her subjects enjoy the same priv as ours, 

‘Tho more she opposes our development within the southern sphere, so much more 
Persistent should our Government he: 

T have studied the question closely and continuously since 1868, when T fi st 
visited Persia, and hay the advantage of local knowledge and an intimate knowledge 
Of our commercial requirements there. Tdo not hesitate to y that had what T have 
frequently advocated in years past heen adopted the position to-day would. bo -v 
different, 

Th 1875, when tho route from Ispalan to Mohammeral: was opened by me for the 
First time, T laid 0 feasible schome before the Foreign Office, and suggested to your 
predecessor, Mr, Hammond (as he then was), that a Consul be appointed at Ispahan and. 
the River Karun opened to navigation, — [le replied that any advance on our part from 
the south would induce Russian ‘acti in the north, 

Our relative position in the north and south to-day proves the error of such a 
policy. It is true the is since been opened to navigation, but the delay did not 
permit of the adva * originally presented being fully availed of, and much has 
beon thereby sacrificed, 

Whatever inay have been the policy of our Government, it did not impress the 
Persians, and they felt onr commercial interests had not the energetic support of our 
Represontative at Tehran, So much is this the case that British capital has largely 
been withdrawn and British enterprise stifled. 

This is no vague charge. When, in 1877, I presented a draft Concession for the 
navigation of the Karun to His Majesty's Minister in Tehran and sked for his support 
and advice, Twas curtly informed ho was not there to offer suggestions, ‘The Charaé 
Affaires was present when the Concession was under discussion by me with the Sadr- 
Azam, and when an obstructive suggestion was pit forward by the Sadr, Sir Ronald 
Thomson mace it Apparent that he did not favour the scheme; thereupon T withdrew, 
and further discussion of the subject ceased. 

The subsequent negotiations which T carried on in 1886-87 for a Concession to 
construct a light railyay from Ahwaz vid Khoramabad to Kum are no doubt within 
your recollect ‘These negotiations were superseded by the creation of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, which, as it was then supposed, would. sa feguard British interests 
in Persia. ‘The most important work the bank has done is, T consider, in obtaining the 
Concession for road construction nd should that now he allowed to become inoperative 
our position in Persia is hopeless. Tt is not unreasonable, seeing the progress made hy 
‘Russia in the past twenty-five years, to predict that unless we s ure Our position at 
Kum and Hamadan the next eneration will see the ports in the Persian Gulf as much 
Russian as those of the Black Sea and Caspian. 

When T first went to Persia a large amount of British capital was invested in the 
northern provinces. ‘This has long since been withdrawn, Then my firm embarked 
and lost a considerable amount of capital in the effort to push commercial interests in 
Tspahan and Southern Persia, but from the lack of support in an important test we 
Were compelled to close our establishment in Ispahan and withdraw from trading in the 
interior. You haye a mmplete record in the Foreign Office of the case referred to, 
which is but a sample of several others. 

Bad as the position is to-day, Ido not believe it to be irretrievable did we even now 
show a firm front and insist upon ourrights. These probably would he hest and vasiest 
secured through the opening of roads from the south so long advocated, and the jealous 
insistence on the Prompt settlement of just and reasonable claims, 

‘The chief point of interest to Great Britain is the future of Southern Persia and the 
surrounding country, which has hitherto Served as the area through which the trade of 
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134494] No. 64°. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 12.) 
(No. 267.) 
‘Velegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 12, 1906. 

T HAVE received a communication from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
expressing a desire that the terms of our respective advances to the Persian Govern- 
ment should be identical, and inquiring your views. The Russian Government wish 


to fix 9 per cent, as the rate of interest, and the 22nd March, 1907, as the date of 
repayment, In their opinion, 12 per cent. is the normal rate of interest in Persia, 
and they consider that the rate of interest of the prospective future loan would be 
prejudiced if such a low rate as 5 per cent. were now demanded. 

‘hey also are of opinion that a date of repayment should be fixed, and would 
prefer an early date in order to prevent the Persian Government from unduly 
protracting the negotiations of a loan in the event of one being necessary. 
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the Persian Gulf is derived. If our Government preserves a firm and resolute attitude, 
the absorption of this into the Russian sphere may be indefinitely postponed; if we are 
indifferent or feeble, the process will be precipitated. 

Yours very traly, 


(Signed) GEORGE S. MACKENZIE. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 64. 


Sketch Map. 





[34489] No. 65. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 12.) 
(No. 279.) : 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 12, 1906. 

LOAN. My telegram No. 273 of 5th October. — 

The Russian Minister is still in the country, and has made no further communica 
tion to me. 

T am informed by M. Naus that he lias handed a formula of certificate as to 
Government expenditure to the Russian Minister, ‘The formula seems satisfactory. 

As to our gi tee, M. Ni said that the Persian Government would profer 
astatement that it to be the same as in our previous loans. 

c if the Russian Minister : me proposal? Its 
pe Russian definition 
‘of thei: cht, on the other 

ur by our note to the Persian Government, 

‘oreign Office No. 121 of 8th August, 1905) the interpretation placed by us on the 

“ports of the Persian Gulf,” and that we e shown therein that in certain 
contingencies we mean to enforce our righits. 


‘The question raised is an important one, and Ttherefore beg that I may be favoured 
with instructions, 





(84491) No. 66. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edivardd Grey.—(Received;October 12.) 
(No, 280.) 
(elographie.) P. Tehran, October 12, 1906. 
The following 


whieh T have had with hi 
Tho ces of the I 


Naus in a long conyersation 


© becoming more and more embarrassed, 
organized a solution would he found. 
is assistance to the Persian Government for this object, ‘Thi 
1 position of very authority, for it would amount of course to 

an interior control similar to the Customs control, 

M. Naus said, at the same time, that when the R: way Agreement came to an end 
in 1010, Belgian capital might be forthcoming fo Tabreez to Meshed, 

‘These designs would meet with strong popular opposition, M. Naus may be 
cowting on Russian support to carry them out. His athies seem lately to lean 
towards Russia. 


the internal r once 





[34493] No, 67. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 12.) 

(No. 3) 

(Telegraphie.) Tehran, October 12, 1906. 
MESHED-SEISTA} i 
With regard to the technical aspects of the question, I will consult with the 


Director of the Indo-Kuropi ph Department, who returns to town on 
Sunday 


“(1682 ] n 


Bears 
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With regard to the political aspects :— 

1, Acceptance might debar us from pressing for the Kuh-i-Mslik Siah extension, 
ais we should already have received compensation. 

2. Russian agents would still be posted aloug the Afghan frontier. 

I presime that not only would the instruments be British, but that ye should also 
have British operators. 





(4383) No. 68, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
0. V9.) 
{eloetth Hin Foreign Office, October 12, 1906. 
PIRSIAN finances and Tmnperial Bank. 
It is not possible for us to interfere in the matter of the Shah’s promissory note, 
reforred to in your clogram No, 278 of yesterday. 





(34487) No. 69. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 181,) 
(Velegraphie.) B, 

LOAN to:the Persian Government. 

With reference to your telegram No, 279, of yesterday 

His Majesty's Government hold to their interpretation, laid down in Ror 
Office despatch No. 121 of the Sth August, 1904, of the term "ports of the Persia 
Gulf.” ‘The Persian Government must make arrangements accordingly. You should 
make this clear to them. 

At the sume time wo think you anay state that the guarantee for this loan will be 
the same as that taken for our previous loans to Persia, 


Foreign Office, October 18, 1906. 





{84600) No. 70, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received October M4.) 
285.) 
raphie. ‘hran, October 14, W906. 
ST 
ogi from. St, Petersburgh, No. 267 of the 12th October, 
T vontute to submit following eousiderations :— 
L. Identity of the terms of our respe ices is quite vssential, 
forced to ask a high rate of interest from Persia, ierself cannot 
pout 7 percent, (See rate of the [Russian loan of 1906.) 
to term, of repayment is impossible as fixed. 
auction of hard torms from Porsin is most undesirable, in view of the 
inst all loans from foreign Governments, and it might induee the 


foveriment fo come toa private arraugement with the now German bank 
hehind our backs. 


A possibile compromise might be a loan at $ or 9 per cent. without mention of 
torn of repays 


regards at new and kirger loan as essential, and the Russian Treasury 
consider it desirable, but 


1. T presume His Majesty's Govermnent ywill not be able to take a share 
2, A great popular onthreak would probably occur hore in the event of such 
st Toan being eonelnded, 





34595] No, 68 4. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivied October 13.) 


(No, 282.) 
‘lographic.) P, 
Cree LORUSSIAN advance, 
Russian Minister and I agreed in conversation that both countries would be jointly 
benefited if some statement were made public to the affect that we had both always 
advocated the independence and integrity of Persia, and that the first object of our 
negotiations was to confirm and strengthen this principle, 
A communication in the sense of your telegram No. 172 has been made to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, 


Tehran, October 13, 1906, 





(34596) No. 68 8. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdirard Grev.—(Received October 18.) 


(No. 283.) 
(Tolesrraphic.) _P. 
PERSO-TURKISH frontier dispute, 
Y the Gorman Minister arrived in Tehran, 
rman Government, 1 understand, in virtue of the right accorded to 
Article XVII of ler Treaty with Persia, is contemplating eventual 
the Azerbaijan frontier dispute in conjunction with Russia and our- 
upression current here that the Sultan, without Gorman encouragement, 
as he is doing, is somewhat embarrassing to Gorniany, 


Tehran, October 13, 1906. 





(34598) No. 686. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice tw Sir Edieard Grey.—(Received October 1%.) 


4.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance, 

My telegram No, 279. 

Russian Minister tells me that a difficulty has arisen as to. the severe terins (with 
regan! to the date on which the loan is to fall due) demanded by the Russiats Treasury, 
no conditions having been made by the English Government as to the time, of rep: 
ment. He professes great annoyance at this hitch, ‘The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
has now left St. Potershurgh, and he has received no answer to his telegrams, 

‘The late Director of the Russian Bauk is now in St. Petersburgh. He is opposed 
to all common action with us, and I fear that there is reason to suspect his intervention, 

M. Hartwig was much depressed, He made no mention of the que: 
of guarantee. 


Tehran, October 13, 1906 
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[84605] No. 71. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 


(No. 6 Confidential.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, September 29, 1906. 

T CALLED on M. Isvolsky this morning, and inquired of him, in the first place, 
whether he could give me a reply to the proposal which I had made that all details as 
to the mode in which the proceeds of the first moiety of the advance to the Persian 
Government should be applied, should be settled hy the two Representatives at Tehran, 
His Excellency said that he was consulting with the Minister of Finance on the subject, 
and that he would let me have a reply very shortly 

T then said that I wished to inform him that His Majesty’s Government considered 
that it was desirable that the Russian Government should recognize at once a line from. 
Birjand to Bunder Abbas the western limit of a British sphere of influence, 
pointed out that, in co-operating with Russia ina joint advance to Persia, we desired 
to obtain a general settlement of the relations between Russia and Great Britain in that. 
country, and that we should much prefer if the acceptance of our line should be 
adopted as a starting-point for common action. 

M, Isvolsky said that he must repeat to me what he stated on a former occasion, 
that the question of spheres of influence should, in his opinion, not be associated with 
that of a simple advance, He divelt at some length on the importance of spheres of 
influence, and the grave questions to which they gave rise, and that they were not 
matters which could be decided off-hand. He wished to understand clearly what T had 
said, and so he would ask me the direct question whether my Government wished 
to make their co-operation with Russia in an advance to the Persian Government 
conditional on the acceptance of the line from Birjand to Bunder Abbas. I replied 
that T would tell him frankly that my Government did formulate that condition, in any 

ase with respect to the second moiety of the advance, His Excellency observed that 
in these circumstances he must explain to me fully and frankly how matters stood. 

He had come to me, I would remember, as soon as he had received news from 
‘Tehran that the Persian Government were in urgent need of funds, and had given mo 
full particulars as to the requests which had been made to the Russian Legation, He 
had done so in a loyal desire to act in harmony with the spirit of the tacit agree- 
ment which had heen made between Count Lemsdorfi and Sir C. Spring-Rice, and also 
with the view of taking the first step towards common action in Persia which, he 
trusted, would lead later toa mutualagreement. It was then decided that the advance 
or at any  t portion of the advance, should be made conjointly. T had later 

to him the desire of my Government to obtai part of the guarantees, 
for their portion of the advance a certain sphere to be under exclusive British influence. 
He had, at the same time, expressed to me his objections to ssocinting so large a 
question as spheres of influence with so relatively small a matter as an advance, He 
had told me frankly his own personal views as to the line in question, which were of a 
favourable nature, but he had equested me to take them as simply as his own personal 
views, and not those of the Russian Government. He had hoped that the above consi- 
devations, which [had doubtless communicated to my Government, would liave shown 
that it was desirable not to make the larger question dependent on the lesser. Thad, 
howeyer, returned to the charge, and if my Government still maintained their tandpoint 
the treatment of the negotiations would be rendered exceedingly dificult. He wished 
to be perfectly frank and loyal with me, and he would speak without reserve. ‘Che 
question of spheres of influence in Persia was not a matter to be settled off-hand at 
twenty-four hours’ notice. It was an extremely delicate question, requiring much 
thought and consideration, The sphere I had mentioned was a anost important one, 
involving great political and strategical considerations, and though he was personally in 
fayour of it, he would have to fight hard to procure its acceptance by others, That was 
one point to be taken into consideration. ‘There were other points also which could not 
he left out of account. 


We were engaged in negotiations of a very far-reaching character, involving 
complex questions interdependent and connected ‘with oue anothe They treated of 


matters which had engaged both countries for many years, and which had on more 
than one occasion brought the two countries into difficult crises. We both desired, if 
possible, to lay down the bases of an arrimgement which would preclade all danger in 
the future of possible collisions and rivalry, and we also both wished to settle our 
mutual relations in regard to ‘Thibet, Afghanistan, and Persia in such a manner as 
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would enable us tive in muttal amity sud pou, T tad explained to Lim at the 
set of the negotiations that J did not wish for three separate Conventions, but for one 
pres ig all the three great questions, and in fact that we both should 
follow the same procedure as had been adopted in the negotiations leading to. the 
‘Anglo-French Agreement. He thought that this was a good method of procedure, 
418 ono country. could make coucessions on one question, amd the other country yield 
alittle on anotlier. This was iu the proper spirit of a negotiation. But His Majesty's 
Governmont now wished apparently to settle one part, and an important. part, of one 
question before an Ayrcciient had heen reached on other question the re 
Which was given for this procedure was basedl on what he eonld hut consider insufficient 
‘grounds, viz. ly stusll fow million fr. to Persia. 
~ He sincerely. tenstedl tliat the nogatiations. would not be ‘mn and that he 
shoul bo allowed tin to clear away the obstacles hich lay in the path of a suecessfl 
issu If Ilis Majesty’s Governinent continued to insist on the con 
amoral Bart: ui eaeGHT moiety of the adyance, the Russian Government would 
have, if tho exigencies of the Porsian Vreasney required 
advance out of the Nh reacuir Tt might be inconver 
to fine the 20,0002 He trasted that F wou ei 
aud S00 If yor Would not Le disposed to reconsider your deci 
eT ARATSAS IGE ATE EER UGA Cabal ropene torah at he hat 
sild, At the samo tine Eycould wish 10, point out to him that the sphere whiely Thad 
boon authorized to propose might be steitegieally b ut only to us fron a 
point of view. Russia wonld prubably, rstood him, seek for 
hur zone somowhore in tlie worth, svhich’ also would possibly have strategial 
Tit on views, as is, were (0 2 F peace and s0 (0 4 
salle Mision, Tundorstood that out 
gous wore not to Iks contiguous s Ths better to my: mind that they should: not. hes 
aul Talon that a eye Fone te: wold ol ave all due consaquenees whl 
he had foreshadowed, said that Pliad perfect eontidence in his loyalty, 
did not vish to mnorvl tions He had put forth. Mthough l considered 
ind did not doubt that ctl y that the treatment of the three larg 
questions, ‘Thibet, Af wnrsig, tauist be taken as x whole, it would be 
iveossiry lo mirive at a clear understandings on exch question before drasving up the 
final Coiivention, We had prtctically done so on ‘hibet, and we could equally dos 
a4 to Pornine | did not Uoubt-thae ls task woutd bo dilfeull ono, Int atthe 
timo protricted dolay was undesirable, as third parties had ssh ichful ey 
anid anight interveno, toning 
‘one conyer eistan Tine, Init 
ve this for a 
1M. Fsvolsk 
ary difficulties r 
prelitni i te recognition of thy Birjand-Bunder Abbas line, we may 
frighten him, olf the whole question, Underlying much of what he said to me is, 1 
picion that we tay be tevin to take adva f the finaneial and inter 
ultios of Russia to force her Wand, Wis ite suiceess of one ne 
tiation desirable. to remove this suspicion, and, if Tinay veuture to 
would! be prudent. to take the advance fo Persia as a first step towarils 
without insisting on other conditions whieli M. Isvol at present fi 
to accor. 
Thave, &e. 
(igned) A. NICOLSO 





(34606) No. 72. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Recesced October 15.) 
No. 03, 
ee dt ‘St. Petersburgh, September 29, 1906, 

5 to him seriously on a 
question whi ° , 
T alluned 1. sid; to the test nid T observed tliat, sines Chad last 
spoken to him on the subject, further steps had been taken, and that’ now the Seista 
end of the line had been brought into the Russian oflice at Nasritabail, which was 


65 


rol over that end of the line as well as over the terminal line at Meshed to 

ian authorities, ‘This was a condition of affairs which was extremely 
unfortunate. T said that I had proposed to him a very fair and reasonable compromise, 
to be effected by an exchange of our supervision over the Tehran-Meshed line for the 
Russian control over the Meshed-Seistan lino, ‘The ‘Tehran-Meshed line might be of 
uss to the Russian authorities, while the other line was of little value to. them, and, 

natters at present stood, there would be constant causes for trouble and inco 

venience, I was, therefore, instructed to repeat my above-mentioned proposal and 
to express the hope that it would be immediately carried into effect, and before we 
discussed further the question of makinga joint payment of the second moiety of the 
aulvanee to the Persian Government, 

IF. Tsvolsky repeated to me the arguments which he had used on the former 
occasion, and sid that he would be. prepared to study my proposal, but he feared that 
the transfer of the two lines would make a noise (retentissement ”) throughout 
Pe: 1 awake the curiosity of other parties. Was it wise for us, he asked, to 
disclose promaturely to the watchful eyes of third parties any portion, of our cards ? 
Should we, before we lind advanced vi in our general negotiations, afford to 
others an insight into the aims of owr'discussions? Ifo thionght. wo should be very 
careful in this respect. T said that I did not see why more “retentissoment” should 
bo caused hy the step I had sugges by the fact of our making a joint advance, 

Exeollency observed that the Persian Government might he alarmed at 

ing an evi operation, and I replied that did not think that this 
would bea disudva 

induce the Persian Government to turn to a 

T did not agree, or attribute greut: importance to 

said that Germany had uo political interests in Persia, and was 

ike her presence felt there in the way that Russia and Bngland could ; 

and, in these cireumstances, Persia might regard her as an disinterested friend to 

whom she could He did not wish to hasten this 


Thave, &o. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





(34607) 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Receiveil October 15.) 


(No. 664) 
Sir, 


St. Petersburgh, September 29, 1906, 
T MENTIONED to M. Isvolsky that T thought that it would bo most desirable, and 
Tiras also repeating the opinion of my Government, that during ont negotiations 1 
e declared in rogard to the rivalry of our respective agents in the Porsian 
1 that it was natural that those in the distant districts of Porsia who 
1 the traditions of rivalry should continue the course which thoi pre 
1 followed, but L trusted that he would issue instructions which would 
ils to lay down their arm 
M. Isvol: Hat he entirely agreod with tho above views, and that he had 
already issued] instructions to that effect, but that he would repeat. thom in n positive 
form. “He added that he had already removed from the Russian Lagation an official 
whose influence he considered was injurious, 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
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[34612] No. 74. 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 15.) 
pkey SI. Petersburgh, October 3, 1906. 
‘i 5 svolsky. i c way that His Majesty's 
[INFORMED M, Isvolsky at his weekly reception to-day # , 
Govemment hut carefully consiteved the views which he had expressed to, me at our 
list intervie, and also his desire that Tis Majesty's Government should not insist on 
the recognition by the Russian Governmont, prior to British co-operation in the second 
moiety of the advance to the Persian Government, of a Rritish sphere of interest to 
the cast of a line drawn from Birjand to Bunder Abbas, T was now authorized to 
Agquaint him tat my Goverment were prepared to proceed with the 
williout requiring an immediate aeceptance on the part of the Iu 
the sphore in question. 1 said that we felt assured that le personally H 
best endeanits to procure the assent of his collengues to the sphere in, question, as he 
hhad already informed me that his own views were in favour of it; and His Majesty's 
Goyornnient considered that the joint advance would form a good Neginning For common 
action, which they {insted would lead fo a comprehensive and durable arrangement such 
ay he desire 
M, lavol: 




















ee 












mmunication, and renewed his 
obstacles which might arise in 





expressed his warm thanks for this 
ssurances that he would do his utmost to remove an; a 
thewny-of an acceptance of the sphere to, the enst of the line Ti mentioned. He 
Fepento thit He as in, favour of such a sohution, and alded that he had deprecated 
its aceeptanee heing laid down as @ condition to out joint action in the matter of an 
advance, a he would have to overcome considerable opposition. He woul haves 
indee to change what he termed the *meytaité” of a group of persons, who ba 
Foon avcustomed to view our mutual relations in Persia from a very different standpoint, 
id this would take some little tine, +t Se 

ee iny Government were prepared to seul instructions to tir axents 
in Persian to cease, pending our discussions, from taking any steps whieh might he to 
tho ‘disadvantaxe of either party —in fact, to eall a truce for the present. 











































i f ° jon when we 
Hiy Bxeelleney said that, as lie had informed me on the last occasion 
spoke on the matter, he had already: sent instructions to that. effeet, and he was pleased 
to learn that His Majesty’s Government were of the same opinion. 








‘olsky anything regarding the lien which we intended to 

in the south of Persia und in the Gulf as a guarantee for 

1 have spoken, to in on more than one cision on his 

nt, anid he husalivays agreed to ourintentions without demur, On the 14th September 

Pci with him a yiitlen Memoraidum, copy of whieh T had the honour to inclose in 

iny despately No, G21 of the 14th ultimo, stating the nature of the guarantee which 
we infended to secure. 1 feared that nudue 


sistenee on my part on this point might 
arousy hig emiosily, and possibly awaken a desire to look for guarantees himself in that 
direotion. 


Tid not mention to M, 
take on te customs reventi 
our shure of the advance. 






























T have, 





. NICOLSON. 





(34613) No. 75, 
Siv A. Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey—{Received October 15.) 
(et e St. Petershurgh, Octcher 4, 1906. 









T SPOKE to M 


i 
Lxcelleney that the teamsuotions whieh 
Nasratalail coustitited, in the opinion of amy 
status quo to the disuvantage of British i etsy aru 
allowed to ronnie at present, there would) be const i 
IC CATGGETIN CEI UR TRIER Ho IU ny Government a 
knew of his Exe also to avoid. Thad proposed, tv stitictions from you, 
avery fair and Meat whieh would obviate any difficulties in’ the 
fiiture, aud T was convinced that the exchange of our respective controls over the 
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‘Telixan—Meshed and the Meshed-Seistan lines would offer a satisfactory solution 
of tho matter. I impressed on his Excellency that my Government” attached. 
importance to the matter being settled in the way I had indicated with as little delay 
as possible, 

AL Isvolsky begged for a little time to examine the question, and he repeated to 
me the arguments which he had employed on a former oceasion, and especially 
referred to the transfer of our respective controls awakening the: curiosity of third 
parties, and disclosing to them, in a measure, the methods by which we proposed. to 
arrange our mutual relations in Persia, 

Told M. Isvolsky that my Government did not share his apprehensions on this 
point, and, indeed, it seemed to me that, the solution which I had suggested would 
appear to all as a perfectly simple and natural one, No other country butt ourselves— 
Persia, of cou aad any inte ther in Khorasan or in Scistan, and 
while Lwasready toadmit that Russian interests predominated in the northem section, it 
nas hat British interests predominated, LE amight almost say exclusively 
in the Se 

As matters stood it seemed ilogi 
while'we exercised! one over a Li 
ncession, to be carr 






















1 that Russia should control a line in Seistan 
© in the north. proposed, therefore, a mutual 
pirit in iarmony with that whieh inspired the new 
departure we were both tal respect to Persian affairs, and which would clear 
the ground of a question which T feared, if allowed to remain in its prosent situation, 
woul prove a troublesome and thorny one. ‘Tho details concerning the transfer would 
be extremely simple, and 1 could not eonecive that they would canse any excitement 
or misunderstanding 
AM. Isvolsky said that he was not opposed to the transfer in principle, but that he 

sk for timo to examine the question more enrefully, I said that 1 did not 

Wish to extort from him a reply at our present interview, but that L trusted his 
mination would be concluded with as little delay as possible, 
As it was his Execll weekly reception, and as many others were waiting 
fo see him, I could not unduly prolong our interview, but on my: return home 1 



















































recapitulated in w private letter the arguments which I had eniployed, and again 
impressed upon his Execlieney the mgency of a settlement 
Thave, &e, 
(Gigiion) \, NICOLSON, 





134623) No. 74. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward G) 





"y.—(Reeeived October 15.) 
(No. 680.) oat ! 





t. Petershurgi, October 10, 1906, 
real to nie a Memorandum, of 
herewith, inn 
d-Seistan telegraph Tine and the proposal 





AW his weekly reception to-day M. Tsvols 
which I have the Honour fo transmit a 
Russian Government respecting the Mesli 
which Thad made on behalf o Aiajesty's Government for a solution of the 
dificulty. His Excellency gave mo the Memoranduan when he had finished reading 
it, and f said! T would communicate it to you by tomorrow's messenger, 

M. Isvelsky said tat he had studied the question very carefully, andl felt assured 
ial it would he mopportune to carey. thre exchang® of the thro telegraph lines, 
of only on xecount of the reasons mentioned in the Memorandum, but also because 
it would raise’ premature, hie would have to contend to 
hing to-a successful issue our negotiations in respect ty a general arrangement of our 
ntitual relations re Persia, 
T niade no obser 
succeded i over 






































remarks beyond swying that D trusted lie woul 

ing any opposition he might meet with during the course of ote 

general nesot Thought it would be prudent to abstain from discussing tho 

apromise which le suggested, Atstly, because L was unwilling to. prejudgo any 

it hiave on ie subject; and, secondly, hieeause a discussion on the eve 

Tartare on oliday eputd Teal to np useful result, Morwover, my memory 

history of the establishment of the Meshed-Scistan line was, not sufficiently 

blo me to refute or admit off-hand the accurtey of the history of events 
ven in the Memorandum, 











f his dey 
as to the 
fresh to «1 
as gi 


















































































Assuming that the establishment of special wives is practi med to me, on 
first impressions, that the solution did not remove one of the chief objections to the 
Russian control of the line which existed in the presence of Russian telegraphists and 
other employés in the Bastern Persian districts. Tt is, however, for His Majesty 
Government to decide whetlior the compromise suggested hy M. Isvolsky will serve 
a5 a provisional arrangement pending the conclusion of a final agreement on the whole 
‘Persian question, 

M. Isvols 
























dl to me a telegram which he liad veceived from Count 


ceolleney assumed, & stummai 

















‘0. B81 whieh {i ive from you on the 3 MF, fsvolsky 
| said he sption to take to tke terms of the tion, but he would 
wish to remuk to nie that the views he bad communicated to me were merely 

personal to hin, and:that he had only accepted the principle of the sphere of interest 
which was indieatod hy the line Birjand-Bunder Abbas. replied that had at the 
me explained thet the views he had been good enough to express to me w : 




























art of te Minister for 

dovernmont, and T had, T added, 
obsticles which le anticipated in the 
agreement. 

Laas a little puazled at the app 
in fayour-of the Bixjand-Bund 
sions he had expressed his own opi carly on the subject, and it seemed 
to meas if he were now disposed to mial al reservations, I did not think it 
necessity to question him on the subject at this stage, as he is well aware that we 
shall not modify one proposals in that respects and L attribute his apparent hesitation 
to a fear that we might take the frank expression of his personal view as a bindiag 
engagement on hin as Minister for Koreign Affairs before he has heen able to win 
over all his colleagues and the General Stalf to his opinions. 

T have, 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 






































principle only, as on. previous 



























Tnclosure in No. 








Aidesménoire by Russian Government respecting Meshed-Seistan Telegraph Line, 





LA Ministero Tnpéri 
du circuit: de 
ne saurait étre consi 
té, on eflvt, construite en 1901-1903, avi 
igraphistes, dos” 1 ms ef de 
Spoqu st cette ligne, dont, Ia surveillance et, les réparations Gaient 
change de la Russie. Daus ces conditions ta mesure prise récemment n’était que le 
compliment naturel d'un ordre do choses établi préeédemment, ct n’ayait pour but 
qu'une distribution plus juste des heures de trayai 
D apa 
Je Gouvernement Impe 





continue i eroire que I 
raphique Méchied-Nousretabad dans Yes appareils Russes 
nme une infraction La ligne en question 



















































ciation, 
adie 1 Tamiable cette question. La 

igne Méched-Nousretabad contre 
it Higue: Méched sh copendant, quelques appréhensions. En pro 
dant dist présent Aum pareil Gchange, on préjugerait dans une eexiaine mesure la 
question do principe de la delimitation 
tre diseutéo entre tes den 





























1 Tui Tsp 
















prématurément le 
3K quence, 
devvineonelion let 
ied—Nousretabad iy 


sens des néxociations, ce qui ne pourrait que nui 

ement Imperal propose un moyen ter 
deux parties, Co moyen cousisterait ’ ajouter 
fil spécial inclu dans des appareils Anglais, ct & 
dans des apparvils Russes, Un arta 
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Anglais ct Russes jusqu’au moment ott un accord complet enire PAngleterre et la 
Rus ement A la Perse permettrait de résoudre d’ane manigre définitive 
toutes les questions de détail qui en découleraient. 








Suint-Pétersbourg, le 27 Septembre 
(10 Octotre), 1906. 





[84792] No. 77. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents is compliments to the Under- 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Sea 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a pari 
atelegram from the Viceroy, dated the 18th October, 1906, relative to the Karun 
irrigat heme, 


Indin Office, October 18, 1906, 

















Tnelosure i iti 





Government of Initia to Mr. Morley, 
(Telegraphic) Ps October 18, 1906, 
KARUN i 

Ms 












‘ollowing communication just received from Resident in the Persian Gulf is 


submitted for inform: 





left hank reported by 





Morton to be 400 square mile 
ld cover 160,000 acres, Channel would cost 30 lakhs, anid 
gable area on right bank about the same, bab scheme for 
395 lakhs would be total cost with building 
‘To be on safe side, total cost of 150 lakhs is assumed by Publie Works 

urn would be from 5 to 10 per eont,, and project would cost under 
Bnglish currency 
We report the figures so that all available data as to. possibility of sehieme 


taken up by Europein capital as political or commercial enterprise. bofore general 
settlement may be in your possession. 


(Repeated to Resident, Persian Gulf.) 






weir sum. 
that bank not wor) 
























(84857) No. 78. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Liiward Grey.—(Receivedt October 15,) 
(No. 286.) 





Tehran, October 15, 1906, 









ile to impose too hard terms is shared. by my Rus 
collaagne. In the opinion of the Manager of the Iperial Bank of Persia, 9 por 
would not be an excessive rate of 
Persian Govern: 
offered, and popular di 

M 














res that it cannot 
aroused by: 
ud great stan 


weept the terms now 
-gor loan: 
at Vohran. 















(Confidential, 

Latest Russian proposal will force the Persian Governmont, in order to moot 
present exigencies, to accept offer for a larger loun, amounting, say, to 2,000,000 

If we take part in. this loam the questions of dual control and of the repression of 
the resulting popular discontent will he raise; on the other lund, if we do not, we 


Teave Russia a free hand to'act alone, 





[rose 


















































































































[84600] 















Sir Edward Grey to 





ir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 406.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
ANGLO-RUSSTAN Loan to Persia, 
‘The view of the Ru m Minister for 
No, 267 of the 12th instant, as to the desirabi 
mont demanded by the tivo Goy 
‘His Majesty’s Government. We 
yesterday's Tehran tel 9 
Government, ‘Whe terms which they propose fo deniand appear to us to be rather 
stil 


Foreign Office, October 15, 1906. 





reign A{fa 





rs, given in your telegram 
and 1 













jovernments, wh 
in of the a 
ure tobe other opportuni 
i is the reason given by M. Isvolsky 


























for fixing an carly 





ate, 








[34871] No. 80. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 16.) 


(No. 686.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 12, 1906, 
nit herewith copy’ of an aideanémoire which T have 


n Aflairs in regard to the advance to be made to 








Thave, &e, 
(Signed) \. NICOLSON. 


Tnclosure in No. 80, 





Aidle-Mémoire communicated by Minister for Foreign Agairs. 





Lf) Roprésentant de Russie i 0% 
faved don collogie Angle 1 siyjet d new de fonds commun 
Gouvernement Persan, TT parait- que: lowes jnstene 
cortaino divergence, & savoir: Tes instructions de M 
put coins t 
ment de-eotte avanees tani 
cont ot fixent He (22) Mars; 1907, comme ter 3 
Lar Gonvomemont Liupérial est @avis pour cont ne saurait cine 
considlérd commo.exiuérs on Perse, of celut de 12 pone cent est normals en outre, 
{uv emprunt est conch ule wwunice dont fest question en ce moment devra 
Sins convertic, et en ec ordinal te avance préjugerait 
He pours 





an rend compte des pourparlers qu'il a ens 
4 faire au 

nt tine 
pour 
mortisse= 










1 pa 
‘vig. iMiiquent tin taux de pour 


























ne Io terme de Famortis: 
neues on onkEH, iL est A-prentne 





ait pniférable de le fise 
n considération que: phis eotte date 





cy 






















rappioe Je Gouvernement Porsin aura In possibilité de trainer en lonznenr 
los négociations an sujet de Pomprmt. 
Désiroux, en conséquence, de rendre x miemtent conformes Tes terines des 





of Tusse de Tavanee, le Mint 
saint VV Mmnbassade d’Anglete 
Lee siijet 


&r0- fupsrial 
te vouloie 






point de v 


Saint-Pétersbourg, le 28 Septembre 
(LL Octotive), 198. 
















iL 


[34985] No. 81. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 16) 
(No. 268.) 





(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, October 16, 1906. 
PERSIAN advance. Your telegram No. 406 of tho 15th instant, 


T should like to know before Iinect Assistant Minister for Foreign Aftairs wether, 
should it be necessary, I might try to mect Russian views half way by: suggesting ag 
{modification of our proposals an increase ofthe nite of interest from: to.7 por cent. 
In view of thie fact that Russian Goyerument are likely. to be strongly in fiyour 
of a fixed date for repayment, should T press for a prolongation of the five, months 
iggest to nine or twelve mouths or should 1 maintain that no date should 

d? 

























[34984] No. 82. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 16.) 





(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, October 16, 1906. 

‘NURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Tam asked by the Persian Government to inform 
ont | Jed to Baud, a place only 4 
in the district are being leased out by tho Turk: 

A formal protest is lodged by the Persian Government. 


nt that the ‘Turkish encroach 
Fri, and that the villages 














[84378] No. 83. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 






Foreign Office, October 16, 1906. 
led here on the 1th instant, and made a commuani= 
reo-Porsian fronticr dispute to the following effect : 





» Ambassador ¢ 
subject of the 1 











to telegrams which 
at Constantinop! 

Iroutier dispute 
Ambassa 


fad been reedived from the Th 


asin Ropresentativess 
1 Tehran, dated the 23rd 


«2011 ultinio. respective 
Gove al, t 
4 sustinople sl to the Representa 
Britain, z the intervention of those two Powvers with the Porto to bring about 
the submission of the question to arbitration, and the appohutment of the Arbitrators 
for the purpose, 
‘The rights of G 



























at Britain and Russia on this point wero unquestionabl 
founded on the ‘Parco-Persian y of Fzeromm of 1847, and on their parti 
hn tho frontier dolimitations of 1848-69 ani 187 

‘The Represoutatives of Russia and Great Brita 
hether the Porte would agree (0 x proposal of th 
onsider what course of action would bi: best 
the Sultan. This was both tecessary and desirable, been ir AN 
reported, the unsuccessful result of the efforts of Tussin and Great 
Constantinople to settle the question liad not failed to produce an unfavourable 

ion at Tehran, An opening might thus he found for the intervention of 
iNyas that Power could hase her her Treaty with Persia of 18733 
(Article NVIM), and might thereby mater lien her position in Persia, 

‘Tho Rw in view of the ditwet interests of Creat 
ality should be frustrated, and that a con= 
means to that end, Such action would 

whieh was now being inaugurated 


hotiig 
jpation 













At Constantinople wore doubi tal 
nature, anil we liad therefore to 
aleulited to influcnee, the ¢ 












































nndorft wy structed to ascertain my views on the subject, 
anil as to the action which we should take to impress our views upon the Turkislt 
Government, 











































































































T hiave informed your Eixeoll y which T lave 


to the Russian Aubassador 





EDWARD GR: 





(Signed) 
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to inform the Persian Government that His Majesty’s Government presume that they 
will be consulted before any delinite step is taken in the matter. 

Thelieve a close connection exists between the Dutch bank which is interested in 
the scheme and the German bank which is promoting the Bagdad Railway, and which 
is opening a branch in Tehran, 
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(84381) 4. 


Foreign Office to Tnperial Bank of Persiz. 








Sir Foreign Offtes, October 1, 1908, 
"TAM directed) by Six Th Groy to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
























th jnstantion thosubjoct of the-overdue p the Pe 
In reply, Lancto state that Sir fi. Grey regs 
toe one in Which His Majesty's Government could prope 








135166) No. 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Sir Bi 





idward Grey, 





(Received October 18.) 


Sir, 25, atchurch Lane, London, October 

" TIIAVE flie hour to acknowledge reveipt of and thanks you for 
‘of the 16th instant. 

Tami requested fo forward for your information trans! 

to the Chic ‘af the Bank in ali 

note for 7,070,000 krans of the Persian Government, 


5, 100 
our letter 









n of a telezram despateliet 
to the overdue promissory 








Thiave, & 
(Signed) 





EWELL. 
Inclosure in No, 85. 


Imperial Bank of Pervit, London, to the Chief Manayer of the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
Tehran, 





(ranstation.) 
(elesraphie,) 





October V7, 1006. 
Did you inform Prime Minister?” Protest 





“am. of the 10th Octobe 
for non-payment formally promissory note 








185170) No. 86. 





wring-Rice to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received October 18.) 





ruphics) DP. Tehran, October 18, 1900. 
MR. GRANT DUPE'S despatch No, 2202 Karun irriga 
Thave received w visit from the Duteh Minister, 











Lwhat view Hi 












Maj Govermnent touk of his scheme, Russia, be sai ified that 
AeA neland had ne partin it, explained that we were more interested! 
in tie mattorthan Russia, hut that L had no instructions, sud his t should 












apply iit Loudon if they: wishe to your. 
Tis Majesty's Governu 
fing his newotiations with Russia, but in view of the pecuuia 
1 Coyarninent find thensselves, tt seems possibile that t 
uy iiterfereuce with their Kuuds hy the proposed Sy 














that his 
Jon, ant 























[35172] No, 87. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 18.) 
(No. 289.) 
(Welegraphic.) DP. 
IRCO-PERSTAN frontier. 

My telegram No, 287 of the 16th instant, 

Ii view of the recent Turkish aggression, the Minister for Foreign Affa 
appeals to His Majesty’s Government for help. His Highness said that ther 
no knossing when these encroachments would stop, and as the Persian Government had 
been advised by His Majesty's Governnient not to offer arined resistance, diplomatic 
intervention was the only course left open to them, T asked whether ho eould! quote 
any instance of the expulsion of an armed Persian foree or the removal of a Persian 
flag. He confessed that ho could not, but the fact that Jand within 4 miles of Urmi 
was being leased by the Turks proved that the latter were ready to defy all Jaw, He 
pointed out that Turkey is now appealing to international law in the case of Macedonia 
and Crete, and said that he thought Turkey's attention should be called to the flagrant 
breach of law of which she herself was guilty. He acknowledged that it would be a 
most serious matter to appeal to arms. No instructions have been received by tho 
‘Vurkish Ambassador, 

Unless England and Russia can induce the Sultan to stop the advance of the 
urkish troops I fear that Persia will apply for help in another quarter. 


‘Tehyan, October 18, 1906. 











urgently 


yas ow: 







































[85173] No. 88. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received October 18.) 


(No. 291.) 
(Polegraphic) P. 
RSIAN loan, 
‘An argent 
i sali 
standing that th 
local merchants Ihave adv, 
inconvenience snd suffering. 
nture to suggest that we should bring strou 
to induce the Russian Gor 
repayable, say, i 
"Whe only 
it is intended to force Pei 


Tehran, October 18, 1906. 













age lin His Highness 
eded. On the: 


mike a loan, 














pressure to bear fn St. Petersburgh 
ernment to allow an advance t6 be made immediately, 
n three or five years. 

n that can be placed on the conditions now proposed is that 
i to accept another loan on any terns before next spr 
If such a demand were penal y known, or if it were enforced, the resi 
present state of public opinion, might well be the occurrence of troubles 
those which the Régie brought about. 































[34985] No, 89. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 409.) 
(Welezraphic.) P. 
JOINT loan to Pers 
instant, 
‘His Majesty's Government will agree to fix 7 por cont. as the rate of interest if 
the a nm Government refuse to make the advance at 6 per cont. 
1682) U 


Foreign Office, October 18, 1906, 
with reference to your telegram No, 205 of the 16th 
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Point out to the latter that pressure can be put on the Persian Government, with 
a view to obtaining repayment, whenever it may seem expedient. For this reason 
5 Government consider it preferable thiat no date be fixel for repayment, 





[35255] No. 90. 
Indie Office to Foreign Office—(Receined! October 19.) 


‘DHE Under-Secretary of State for India presonts his compliments to tlie Under- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mv. § ¢ Morley, 

forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of ot letter 

from the Government of India, dated the 20th Septem) 

to complaints of the Persian Government against the British Agent at Lingal, 


Indlin Office, October 17, 1906, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90, 
Government of Tutia to Mr. Morley, 


Sir, 
ON the: f Gy April, 
Re any bse 
vent to him in reward to th compli 
Aghia Bede, the mative Agent of the G t Lingah, 
2. We now hin Jo forwanl a copy of his reply, from whi 
He seon that ti M inion the complaints agains: Agha Bede ov 
couiscientions discharge of as British Agent, We coneue in t 
we observe from the despatch No. 15k sed tot 
Mis Majosty's Chargé dA faire 
We accordingly do not propose to take any action in the matter, 
We liave, & 
(Signed) MINTO. 
A.D. ARUND) 
DENALL UBBETSON. 
I, ERLE RICHARDS, 
8 N, BAKER, 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 90, 
Captain Treeor to Government of India, 


Bushire, July 1, 
T HAVE the loam to acknowledge the receipt of Korein Department latter, 
dated thy 19h June, 1905, vith whieh is forwarded, for my information and forany 
ence recived from the T 
iB m1 Government against the British 

Agent at Lingah 

2 In teply, Ehave the honour to invite a referonee to this ofiee Letters, dated the 
25th Tune and’the 2nd July, spectively, 
6n {he ease, 
copies of fhe cmesponilenc whieh 
this Residency, 

, So far as Fem sve, it isin veal Badr who has just cause for complaint, 
and not the Porsian Governinent. ‘Whe real xeason for the Initer’s complaint seems to 
he that thie Persian officials tind Agt sian suhjcet, too vigilant and stra 
forward in the discharze cf his duties as an employé of foreign Government, a state 
of alfiirs which cannot he altogether pleasing to them, 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 90, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Major Cox. 


Tehran, January 10, 1006. 

THE Mushir-cd-Dowleh has complained of Aghn Badr, tho British Agent at 
Lingah. 

T do not attach much importance to complaints made by the Persian Government 
against British officials, but IF should wish to be furnished with a Report: regarding 
Agha Badr and to know whether there is any foundation forthe Mushir-edsDowlch’s 
repeated representations, 


Thelosure 4 in No. 90, 


Major Cov to Mr. E. Grant Duff 


Badr, the Brit 

Agha Bade origin, His father, Haji Amin, was British Agent before 
him, and though Agha Badr was only sippointed 

1 matter of fact, heen doing all the y 
Years before, during his father's declining years, It will be seen, therefore, 
lias hd mature experience of the duties attached to his post. 
y predecessons have, I believe, hada high opinion.of him, and Colonel Keinhall, 
on Teaving Bushire, wrote him a letter expressing appreciation of his gooil work 

My own experience of him is thoroughly reliable and desi 
Government, servant, who looks after onrinterests and the interests of British sul 
within his charge with resolution and vigilance, 

‘Whe last oceasion on which the Mushir-ed-Dowlch complained, his complaint 
was a specific one in conection with the Gordhandas case (vide Six Avthue 
Hardingo's despatch No, 35 of the 20th June, 1905), "To that Thad the honour to 
reply at the time, 

Your despatch under reply does not mention any specific ground of complaint, so 
that Iean do no moro than reply in general terms. 

Short of the appointment of a British officer as our representative at Lingah, T do 
not think our interests could he better served than they ase by Badr, and Lam 
inclined to believe that the complaints which tlie local officials apparently prefer to the 
Contral Government against him are mainly due to the fact that they find our Agent. 
2 difficult man to cireumyent. 


Inclosure 5 in No, 00, 
Mr. E. Grant Duff to Major Cor. 


Tehran, March 27, 1906, 

WITIL veferenco to your despatch of the 18th February, [transmit to you 
herewith, for your information, a copy of the note which T have addressed to ‘the 
Mushit-ed-Dowleh on the subject of the complaints of the Persian Government against 
the British Consular Agent at Lingah, 


Tuclosure 6 in No. 90. 


Mr. E. Grant Duf to Nushir-ed-Dowleh. 
March 8, 1906, 
EN January Inst your Excellency stated that the Persian authorities at Lingah 
«il complained of the conduct of Agha Badr, British Agent at that port. 
Although your Excellency did not make any specific charge against our Agent, E 
promised to make inquiry into the matter. 











76 


jesty’s Consul-General at Bushire reports that Agha Badh’s father, Haji 
Annin, was British Agent before him, and that, although Agha Badr was only appointed 
‘Agent on his father’s death, he had been transacting the business of the Agency for 
ten or twelye yea 

The predecessors of Major Cox had a high opinion of Agha Badr, and Colonel 
Kembali, late Consul-General at Bushire, on leaving, wrote him a letter expressing 
appreciation of his good work. 

Tis Majesty's present, Consul-General at Bushive further states that his own 
experience is that Agha Badi roughly 1 ing Government 
eryant, who looks alter interests within charge with resolution and 

lance 

Tn the above circumst i <0 any proved misconduet on the 
part of Agha Badr, I regret my inability to take further steps in the matter. 





(35681) 
Memorandum communicated by Mirza Mehdi Khan, October 19, 1906. 


the 23rd / st last the Persian Chargé d’Affaires communicated to Mis 
Britannic Majesty’s ian Office a teleg ic received. fr dre 
Azam in roferen ry i ‘sin territory, at Malek Siah Kuh, of sixteen 
armed Tilian soldiers who were escort 4 1 of thi camels and twelve 
, who forcibly took if camel loads, which all consisted of 
locked cases, without allowing them to be THe ted by the Customs authorities, and 
without giving any intimation to the Imperi 
On the 11th ultimo, the Chargé d’Affa y \ is communication 
Iward Grey, stating that the camel loads contai y villes which was 
roquited for the protection of His Britannic Majesty’s Consulate at Seistan, in view of 
tio attacks wl ated, had been made on the Consulate. 
The Chargé d’Mfai - cominunic uted) Sir Ei ivard Cress remarks, to the 
Azam, ai 
Woreign Atk 


heen received. Say in 

e of the first attack on the 

ropean quarantine Tigagelons liad taken various steps 

contrary to religion; thes} «burnt Kurins t hook (1 had examined 
avomen ina naked condition, and this caused agitation among the populace.” 


Nevertheless, instructions have been given that apology may be offered for this 
incident. rards the protection of the Consulate, the In perial Goyernment would 
fave immedi supplied any number of guards that may have heen, considered 
needful, and would not have refused, Under these circumstances, it was not 
necessary that thirty-eight cases of arms should have been taken into Persia suddenly, 
avithont the permission of the Goyernment and without letting them he examined 
‘by the Customs olficials, thus leading others to ask us for imilar things and caus! 
4rouble, Moreover, thirty-eight cases must haye contained more than thirty rifles, nd 
it cannot be conceived that so mueh arms had heen necessary fora Consulate. In view 
of these facts sand reasons, it is expeoted that His Britannic Majesty's Government, 
should make rep; . You will communi to his 
the Secretary of Sta ate for Fi is and inform me of the result. As. 
regards the second so-called attack, it 
gone at night to commit theft, but they 
swoke up. 


October 19, 1906. 
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(35264) No, 92. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 19.) 





(No. 292.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, October 19, 1908, 
HEALTH of His Majesty the Shah. 


According to the council of doctors, there is « marked decrease in tho dropsy, but 
the Shah is very nervous, sleeps badly, and thinks he is about to die, 
His own doctor, on the other hand, maintains that the improvement is marked, 













(85277), No, 92°. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Eiward Grey.—(Received October 19.) 





(85170) No. 93. 
Sir Edioard Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 






























































St. Petersburgh, October 19, 1906. (No. 185.) 
from ‘Tehran. é (Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 19, 1906. 
fer for Foreign Aa THE action which, in your telegram No, 288 of yesterday, you ‘propose to take in 
nogotintion: ‘ehran has the Karun irrigation question has the approval of His Majesty's Goveramont, 
of the publ Ke 
seem t0 7 , to publish a 
tlw negotiations, ved m1 com (35172) No, 94. 
i on the subj id that at the presont j 
If mont that nothing would be done wherel Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
} would be ale 





id, it seomed to me that tho less that was i o. 411.) 
ions the better it, would. be. : lographic.) P, Forcign Office, October 19, 1906. 
‘o this he agreed, adding that we might allow the Persian Government to make ANGLO-RUSSIAN intervention in the Turco-Persian fronticr dispute (@oo 
g assurances which they had received, if such was their wish. telegram No. 289 of yesterday from Tehran), 


Do the Russian Government accept the proposal made in my telegram No, 399 of 
the 11th instant ? i 














Tf they do, instructions in accordance with that proposal will be sent to Hie { 
Majesty's Reprosentative at Constantinople. \ 





(35371) No, 95. i 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 20.) | 





My dear Maxwell, India Offce, October 19, 1906. 
HEREWITH [ send you short notes about the Tehran- and Seistan-Meshed tole. 
grapli lines. 1 hope they Will answer your purpose, 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) COLIN G, CAMPBELL, 


Tnclosure in No, 95. 


‘Tehran-Meshed Telegraph Line, 





(1682) 
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For the purposes of maintenance of the line and offices the Indo-European Telegraph 
Department employ an Assistant Superintendent to inspect and report, the “work 
being carried out under his supervision. Line guards, paid by the Persian Govern- 
ment, are employed for the protection of the line. 

Both at ‘Tchran and at Meshed the offices of the Persian Telegraph Department, 
with its own instruments, and the Indo-European Telegraph Department, with its own 
instruments, in one building feshed the Russian telegraph office, with its own 
instruments, is also in the same building. 

‘The Indo-European Telegraph Department employ a signaller for this line at 
‘Tehran, and another (recently two others) at Meshed to deal with messages between 
the Legation and the Consulate-G |. At intermediate stations the signallers are 
Persians, Both at Tehran and at Meshed the e terminates in the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department Office. 

When the British signaller has finished his work, he gives the wire to the Persian 
oflice hy means of an instrument called the commutator, It is not known whether at 
Tehran the Russian signaller goes to the Persian office to work with Meshed, or 
whether by means of a commu n toa Russian office. At Meshed 
the Persian office gives the wire to the Russian office by the commutator. ‘hey each 
have stated times for working with Tehran. 


Meshed-Seistan Telegraph Line, 


In May 1901 we first heard that the Persian Government were contemplatin, 
extending their tele system from Meshed to Birjand, and that the lo 
Kargizar In September 1901 we heard that 
the Persian Goy sant of 70,000 tomans for a line from 
Meshed to Scistan. ‘The line was inaugurated in April 1902, the Russian Consul- 
General taking a prominent part in the proceedings, He told Colonel Trench that he 
hoped to arrange a junction between the Russian and Persian systems, so as to huye 
a continuous line from Askhabad to Seistan, ‘The line was constructed by a Russian 

completed to Nasratabad on the 21st December, 1903, but in the previous 

July, when it had only reached Neh, it was reported that the Russians had announced 
ir intention to post military signallers along the line under the orders of an officer 
whose head i in Seistan. One of these signallers had already been 


In October 190% anotler Russian signaller was posted at Shusp. Tn duly two 
ved, one to he posted at Meshed, the otherat Bixjand, By October 1904 five 
signallers arrived at Meshed, destined for Bixjand (two), Kain, Sarbeshir, and 


vernment at first made a show of resistance to the admission of 

lets to their offi but fi ally, on the eve of the Shah’s departure for 
Burope, he agreed to their * provisional” admission, ‘The Persian’ Government were 
conipelled fo admit our-theoretical right to similar treatment, and signallers were sent 
from India to be posted at d | (Seistan), Birjand, and Turbat, though the 
Porsians in p i long time resisted their admission. 

Nothing i Russians on the line; but, 
besides their wis, they are believed to have two Russian insp 1 six 
mechunies, ‘The inspectors rol the line guards and are in ch, 

Mhoy are believed to be paid partly by Ri partly by P 
that Russia has, at least in part, paid for 

Whe line is a single-wire line, about 
poles, 

At Meshed the Seistan wire, until recently, terminated in the Persian office; and 
at stated times the Persian signallers, by means of the commutator, gaye the wire to 
the British and Russiar offices respectivel 

It may be that what has happened re 
commutator in the Ru 
oflices at their discretion. 


0 miles in length, supported on wooden 


cently is that the wire has been taken to a 
ian office, enabling them to give it fo the Persian or British 











(35417) No.0? 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 

(No. 275.) 
(Wolegeaphie,) 2. 

PERSIAN advance. 

Referring to my telegram No, 269 of the 19th October. me cats 

T have today received @ Memorandum from the Assistant Minister for Foreign 
AMfnits notifying the acceptance by the Russian Government of a rate of interest of 
Z percent, The Memorandum, the terms of which will, [trust, be considered satisfactory, 
proposes that the Persian Government should be informed that, while no fixed date of 
Fepuyment is settled upon, the British and Russian Governments reserve to themselves 
the Hight of notifying to the Persian Government the date for the repayment of the 
aulvanes, (lites or fone months’ notice being given, It adds that the rate of interest of 
fivturo Toatis should not be prejudiced by above-mentioned rate, 


‘St, Petersburgh, October 21, 1906, 
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[35499] No. 96, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 20.) 
(No. 201.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, Tehran, October 20, 1906, 

‘RHE following communications have reached me from reliable sources :— 

(A), 

“MM. Naus last spring proposed that a large Belgian loan, guaranteed by Russia, 
sliould be raised, the commorcial advantages to fall to Belgium and the political to 
Russia. ‘The Grand Vizior took alarm, and the scheme was shelved, 

“The financial position at present is as follows: ‘There is urgent need of a loan 
of 12 mill wins: 24 for current delicit, 74 to redeom floating debt, and 2 for 
expenses of the reorganization of the taxation system, 

* Bither this money must be obtained or Persia must go bankrupt, 

“Phe following are schemes by which the n yamonnt might be obtained :-— 

“1. The scheme suggested by M. Naus, to which Germany might, perhaps. give 
financial 

A\ joint Anglo-Russian loan with very severe conditions as to the immediate 
of reforms and eontrol of expenditure, 
first is practically equivalent to the sale, under Belgian auspices, of Persia 


. Nans has rendered no accounts of the Customs Administration for two years, 
‘ous to bo himself intrusted with the reorganization of the finances of Porsia, 
and is in constant communication with the Russian Legation 
“In iusisting on the repayment of the temporary advance, Russia's object is to 
force Persi p cer loan, and thus {o revert to the original schome, A 
joint. Anlo-Russian loan is the only ucans by whic this can be averted, 
“he Mullahs eau he bribed into acquiescence by the parties issuing tlie Loan,” 


(8) 


snare deceived if you imagine that Russia will not make a loan without you or 
that she has refused to do s 


(85410) No. 7. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. (Received October 20.) 


lozraphic,) Tehran, October 20, 1906, 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

Acconling to information which has reached the Persian Government, the ‘arks 
aire now within 2 miles of Urmi, and have advanced close to Soujhoulak, They 
further, said to be collecting taxes 

Persian Government are sending troops to the pluces named, and a special officer 
to take charge of the fron 





(35416) No, 8, 
. Nicolson to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 


.) 
graphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, October 21, 1906. 
‘PURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
My telegram No, 272 of yesterday. 
It apy iit the Memorandum of the October was sent to Russi 
sador at Constantinople for his observations, and not ag an instruction, 
Goubastofl explained that iv'was due to this that « confusion in his inind had av 
at my interview with him Jast Friday. He says that wie report. from M. Linoview 
should arrive to-miorrow, when he hopes to be able w give me a reply. 


OO SSS 
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[35411] No. 99. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received October 21.) 


lo, 297.) 
Telegraphic.) Tehran, October 21, 1906, 
MESHED-SEISTAN line. 
My telegram No. 281 of the 12th October. 
Thave not yet received the report of the Director of the Indo-European telegraphic 
Department. 
His Ma; s Consul-General at Meshed meanwhile submits the following 
objection: 


on both lines are of wood, and are not equal to bearing the weight of 


looked after, and on it the plan might work, but it 
an lin 
ably arise with regard to maintenance, for unless the 
responsibility for everything were equally shared, we should only be at liberty. to 
our own wire on the Meshed: 1 line. Consul-General suggests that a costly 
alternative might possibly be found in the construction of a new line of wooden posts 
for the British wire, or of metal posts for the two wires. 

4. Government of India pays almost all the cost of maintenance of the Tehran line, 
while on the Seistan line the Russians pay little or nothing, Burden of expense would 
thus he unequally distributed. 

5, Persian traffic on the Seistan line will still be under Russian control, and the 
political importance of our position in North Persia will be far less valuable to us than 
the similar position on the Afghan frontier to the Russians 

6. If the Kuh-i-Malik-Siah extension were constructed our position would be 
improved, but it would still be inferior to that of the Russians. 





(85682) No. 100. 
Memorandum communicated by Mirsa Mehdi Khan, October 22, 1906. 


‘THI Persian Chargé d’Affaires has received a communication from the Sadre 
Azam in regard to the actions of Mr. Graham, His Britannic Majesty's Consul in Shiraz. 
The Consul openly gives protection and refuge to persons who have committed thoft. 
and other nl when asked to send them to be tried he writes officially stating 
that a written guarantee must be given by the Governor-General to the effect that the 
criminals will in no be interfered with, and that they will be sent back to the 

son the same day, whether guilty or not guilty, and that, moreover, a 

sentative of the Consulate must be present at their trial; and if after trial it be 

to the r-Ceneral and to the representative of the Consulate that the 

idual is guilty of anything important, then the Consul would ask, by telegram, for 

ructions as to what to do from the Legation in Tehran, The Sadre Azam has 

forwarded to the Persian Chargé d’Affaires copies of notes from Mr. Grabam to the 

above elf 

a notorious criminal 

of Shiraz, had committed various disorderly and incriminating acts, As soon as the 

of the town and police eut to arrest him he took refuge at the 

British Consulate, and the Consul has refused to give him up except on conditions 
mentioned above, 

In another ease two individuals called Suroor and Saadat had robbed a man of 
his prop On being pursued they both took refuge at the British Consulate. 
Mthough repeatedly asked to hand these men over to the Government, the Consul ha 
refused to do so. Ue is Keeping both of them at the Consulate, and one of them is 
employed in his service as groom. 

ie Sadre Azam remarks Il these acts are irregular, not lying within the 
duties and the rights of foreign officials and Consuls in Persia. The Chargé d’Afaires 
is instracted to draw the attention of His Britannic Maj Secretary of State for 
Poreign Alftirs to these acts of the Consul, and to request that he may be asked! to 
desist from acting in this manner, The Sadre Azam feels sure that His Britannic 
































(35693) No. 100.° 
Sir a. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 22.) 
(No. 276.) 
(Tolegraphio) Ra St. Petersburgh, October 22, 1906, 
YOUR telegram No, 309. 
‘Tured-Persian boundary dispute. 


Russian Ambassador at Constantinople has been informed of suggestion which 
Tniperial Government are willing to propose to Turkish Government ; it isin same form 
{48 proposed in your above-mentioned telegram. 


M, Zinoviell is to arrange details, acting in concert with British Chargé d’Affaires. 
sss 


[1682] 
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Majesty's Government would not swish that the friendly and the cordial relations which 
liave existed from ancient times between the two Governments should in any way be | 
impaired by the actions of the Consul, who directly interferes with the internal affairs | 
of the country, ‘The same care and solicitude which is exercised by the Persian | 
officials in the maintenance and the furtherance of these relations is naturally expected 

from the officials of His Britannic Majesty’s Government. It is very regrettable that 
Mr. Graham does not in any way take these facts into consideration, and always gives 
rise to some difficulty. 


October 19, 1906, 



































(35694) No. 101, 












Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Kteceived October 22.) 













(No. 200.) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
FRONTIER between Persia and ‘Turkey. 
‘The following is very confidential 
Tam informed by the Persian Ambassador that on the 20th instant he telegraphed, 
ou the suggestion of the German Ambassador, to Tehran that the Sublime Porto 
‘expected a countor-proposal to be made by the Persian Government. Yesterday, at the i 
request of the Porte, his Excellency sent a further telegram to his Government urging ; 
that the withdrawal of the Persian Cominissioner should be postponed. i 
His Excellency enquired anxiously whether I had received any instructions and the 
jmmprossion T gathered fron ‘our conversation wad thal-ho was nol very lopaf asta tho | 
results of continued negotiation 





Constantinople, October 22, 1906. 

































(35277) No, 102. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 





No. 412.) i 
elegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, October 22, 1906, i 
UNDERSTANDING respecting Persia between Rustin and Great Britain: f 
with reference to your telegram No. 270 of the 19th instant. 
I shall be obliged, in Parliament, to refer to the integrity of Persia as one object 
of the Anglo-Russian sdvance, Questions aye sure to be asked, so much having | 
speared in the press. 
‘evertheless I approve your language to the Assistant M 
Affairs. 















ter for Foreign 









(35417: No. 103, 









Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No. 415.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. 
JON? Anglo-Russian advance to Per 
His Majesty's Government will authorize His Majesty's Ministor av‘Tehran to mako 
¢ advance as soon as his Russian colleague and) he are satisliod that the Persian 
overument will apply the money to the objects for which the Russian and British 
Govornments are lending it, and as soon as his colleague receives similar instructions, 
the terms mentioned in your telegram No, 275 of yesterday being satisfactory. 





Foreign Office, October 22, 1906. 
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(35417) No. 104. 


Sir Bdvard Grey to Sir O. Spring-Rice. 


(No. 190.) 


Foreign Oj 
SIAN advanice to Persia (see telegram No 





, October 22, 1906, 
from St. Petersburgh 











‘As soon as your Russian colleague andl you are satisfied that the Persian Govern- 
nient will apply the money to the purposes for which it is lent, and he receives similar 
instructions, you may advance it, 








{35783} No. 105. 


Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Receivea October 23.) 





dlegraphic.)  P. 

‘MURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

1 was told yosterday by the Grand 
just had an interview, that the aecomnt 
the neigh hourliood of U 
without foundation 


Constantinople, October 28, 1906. 


ier, with whom the Persian Ambassador had 
n by the Persians of what had happened in 
1, tis reported in Sir C. Spring-Rice’s telegram No, 296, was 





(35804) No. 106. 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received October 23,) 

(No. 208.) 

(Pelocraphiv) P 
DURCO-PERSIAN front 
Our previous experience in 1865 and recent event: 

the proposed Commission is appointed 

Goverment may refuse toa i 

to suggest that, while offering, 

inaintenance of qr influence in Persia, we should Wx 
in the event of refusal to accept the Award. 

T might point out verbally, if you approve, that our experience in Seistan has not 
been forgotten, 





Tehran, October 3 


have show 

fliculty, the I 
I, therefore, venture 
ablo for the 
sponsibility 











in Soist 
settle the present 
ifone is arrived 






























(35805) No, 107, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 28.) 
(No. 209.) 
(Tolographi 






Wy Tehran, Octoler 23, 1906, 
HIBALTH of His Majesty the Shab, 

Yesterday thore was a long consultation of the doctors, who gave a favourable 
verdict on thé Shah's health, which has considerably improved. ‘Toslay His Majesty 
moves out to the country. 








{35806} No. 10S. 


Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 23.) 

No. 800,), 

"Velegraphic,) D. Tehran, October 233, 1906 
NULO-RUSSIAN understanding, 

Your telegram No. 187 and St. Petersburgh telegram 8 
T hud a translation made of your despatch No. Lt and showed it to the 

Saltanch, who said he would communicate it at once to the Shab, who has re 







































383. 


assurances from the Russian Legation that the principle of Persian integrity was:being 
defeniled by Russia against proposals of His Majesty’s Government. Our proposal for 
a“ sphere of interest.” is probably at the bottom of this. 

‘The Shah is surrounded by anti-English courtiers, and the best corrective is a 
frank and open statement, 








[35807] No. 109. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 28.) 
‘0, 301.) 
Telegra ‘ie.) Pe 

‘DURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 

T have only just received your telegram No. 399 to Sir A, Nicolson of tho 
1th October. 

Tam informed by my Russian colleague that the Russian Government understands 
you to propose that the frontier he drawn at the River Lahan. Ho was accordingly, 
instructed to sound the Persian Government, and they have replied. that the acceptance 
of this frontier would entail the surrender of territory untill recently. actually occupied 

that the Shah is, therefore, violently opposed to it, but that, if the two 

8 st of conrse yield, 

With the knowledge of my Russian colleague, Iam explaining in writing to tho 
Grand Vizier that nothing is yet settled, but that the two Governments aro considering 
& propo for a settlement. 

In tho opinion of the Russian Minister, we should obtain a formal authorization 

the Persian Government bofore making to the Turkish Government any sugiestion 
If wo act without such an authorization we shall incur all the oditm, 
and, in his opinion, it would he unwise to do so. 





Tehran, October 23, 1906. « 







































(35693) No. 110. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr, . Barclay. 

(No. 177.) 

(elegraphic.) Ps 
‘TURCO-PERSIAN fron 
Concort details of proposal to the Porte with your Russian colleague (see telegram 

No. 276 of yestenday from St, Petersburgh). 





Foreign Office, October 38, 1906, 








[35808) 





No. 111. 


Tehran, October 23, 1906. 


a1 Minister is still in the country, where T have called upon him, 
He told me that no instructions in the Senge of Six A, Nicolsons telegram No, 276 
had reached him, 

He communicated to me forthe first time the sense of a draft contract which hie hud 
telegraphed to St, Petersburgh somo time ago, but on which his Government had uot 
yot given their views. 

‘The draft takes the form of a contract between the Persian Government and the 
Russian Bank, to be countersigned by the Russian Legation. It first recites the 
conditions of payment and rate of interest, and then states that the rovenuies already. 
affected to previous loans shall be the guarantee for the present advance 

After consultation with my Russian colleague, I propose to accept this draft with 
the modification ““exeept Caspian fisheries,” and’ to address a note to the Porsian 
Government: maintaining our interpretation of the expression * Gulf ports,” 

T venture to suggest that, in order to save time, the exact formof contract accepted 


by ‘the Russian Government should be communicated by them to His Majesty's 
Govermnent 















































[36809] No. 112. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved October 24.) 












sale) | Bs Tehran, October 23, 1906. 

PHRSIAN loan, 
It is possible that, although no instructions haye been received by the Russian 

i nay have heen sent, as on former occasions, direct to the Russian Bank 
asked the Manager of the Imperial Bank of Persia to ascertain what 

ructions his Russian colleague hus received. 

T presume that if the Russian Bank makes a separate contract with the Persian 























































i Government our Bank must do the same, and T have asked Mr, Rabino to draft a 
\ ontrack on the Ines agreed upon, which J will telegraph to His Majesty's Goverament 
H| for thein decision. < 
i Ramazan has begun, the soldiers are unpaid, and money is urgently needed, 
i 
i 35894) No. 113. 
i Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 24.) 
| (No, 80! 

(Rolo, ay Te Tehran, October 24, 1906, 
| PERSIAN loan, 
My telegram No. 

Mr, Rabino tells me that, beyond the order to be ready to furnish the money, no 

Orders whatever have received by the Manager of the Russian Bank, who has, 
i howover, promised to inform him ay soon as instructions reach hin, 
q 


(85916) No. 14. 
Sir C. Spring-Riee to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 













) 

phic) P ‘Tehran, October 24, 1906, 
SENN Tou 
Your telegrams 










‘o. IS} and telegram of the 20th October from the Government of 








flowing is the text of the note which I propose to send ih to the Persian 











“Tam instructed by His Majest; 
to inform your Highness that, in the matter of the el: 
Joan, His Majesty’s Government hold to the interpret 
of the 80th August, 1904, from this Legation.” 





cipal § 





cretary of State for Kor Affairs 
sso in the contract for the present 
jon already laid down in the note 























lias Hien told that 1 am sending this note, but if the Russian 
¢ also inforined it would of course he 
Azan is with the Shatin the country 
thin try to. get the Persian Government to take action, ‘Th 
rofuse fo do-so; but in any casethe terms of the note of the 30th Augu 
ansiwer ummecessary. 








le to see 
will probably 
1904, make an 



































135904! No. 115. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—-(Received October 24.) 













St, Petersburgh, October 24, 1906. 
ins Ieen sent iustructions as desired in regard to 








RUSSIAN Minister at ‘Teh 
adyatice to Persian Goyernment, 
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(35806) No. 116. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
oO? 
(Celezraplic.) P. Foreign Office, October 24, 1906. 
#LO-RUSSIAN understanding in regard to Persia, 
Is the statement of the Minister for Foreign Affairs (reported in your telegram 
No. 300 of yesterday), as to the language lield by the Russian Legation in rogard to 
the maintenance of the integrity of Persia, corroborated by any evidence in your 
ion? 

















(36096) No, 117. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. MacDonald. 
(No. 185.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 24, 1906. 

T TOLD the Japanese Ambassador to-lay that we had agreed with Russia to lend 
a sum of 400,004, jointly to enable Persia to tide over her present financial crisi 

We had not come t6 any general settlement, abont Persia, It might take a long 
time to arrive at that. But the object of this joint loan was to Keep the discussion 
‘open between us, and to enable Persia to carry on meanwhile, 

‘The Ambassador remarked that the Joan was a much smaller ono than some 
previous loans to Persia in which Russia had indulged, 

T replied that this was so, no doubt because there had been no understanding 
Detween Russia and us, there had been a temptation in the past for one country 10 
lend unduly large sums to Persia, in order to secure an advautage in Persia over the 
other But when we made a loan jointly there could be uo question of 
outbidding id there on for keeping the loan to the smallest 
ammount Fe ise, Further, the joint loan was a proof 





































that, though we might still be a long im «rriving at & general settlement 
hetween ourselves as to Persia, when diffiGultics arose in that country we alrendy 







di 





issed them together. 









Texplained again that if a general settlement was reached it syould be in the 
nature of an agreement that each should abstain from interference in’ the ee of 
Persia wh bordered on the frontier of the other, We were not thinking of dividing 





Persia or interfering with its integrity. 





Jam, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY, 





(35979) No. 118, 


Inilia Offce to Foreign Office. 





(Received October 25.) 





India Office, Ovtoler 21, 1906, 
of the Ith instant, forwarding 
for observations M ting Captain Gough's Report on a 
Visit to Pushit-i-Kuli, Lam directed by Mn. Seeretary Morley to say that he remains of 
the opinion stated in my letter of the last, that it iS not desirable at the present 
time to enter into political re 

Tam to add that Mr. Grant Duff appears to assume that Captain Gough undertook 
to submit the Vali’s request for the decision of the Government of India, "A refereuce 
to the Report sliows that Captain Gough stated that le “would report the matter to 


WITH reference 





tothe letter fron the 


























Govertnent,” which must presumably be taken to inean His Majesty's Goverment. 
Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 
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(35960) No. 119. 





‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office —(Received October 25.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, October 24, 1906. 
WE have the honour to forward translation of a telegram received from the Chief 
Manager of the Bank in Tehran regarding the advances to the Persian Government, 
‘nd to inquire whether we shall authorize the Chief Manager to sign, sceing that the 
conditions as to interest are not identical with the communication contained in your 
letter of the 28th September last, An early reply is respectfully solicited. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) G. NEWELL, 
Manager. 








Tnclosure in No. 119. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London. 
(‘transiation.) 
(Celegraphic,) Tehran, October 24, 1906. 
JOLN'? advance will be made in two identical Agreements in the name of 
resprotive banks containing the elause advance not to be applied to claim either bank, 











7 per cent inte ital claimable three months’ notice; telegraph authority 
sign. 
(36016) No. 120, 


Mr. Gs Barclay to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Octobe 





) 
(No, 202.) 








Constantinople, October 25, 1908, 





to parngraph 2 of your telegram No, 309 to His Majesty's 
Ambassador at St. Potorsburzh, the Russiah Ambassador here feels that he would not 
be authorized to include anything which may tend to commit us to the River Laban as 
the frontier in the communication whiek is to be anade to the Grand V 
» not fect authorized to consent to this, as the Mission w 

F of our representations, Personally, however, for the 
raph, L should like to omit that part of the eommunieatio 
iv properly he said of the River La absolute cert 






















change the 
ns given in the 
















inty, that its 






position appours to be in tho centre of the frontien zone between the two ¢ es ? 
1 holieve, from words let fall by the Grand Vizier, that the upper part of the 
River Lahan is identical with the Lenven, which is shown on the map made by Colonel 





Maunsell to llow close to ‘The Anglo-Russian map is not clear as regards the 

















identity of the upper han Tiv 

hho Russian Ambassador, to whom T have shown the maps, is referring the mutter 
to his Government, 
{36002} No. 121, 





Sir G, Spriig-Rice to Si 
(No. 306.) 


Edivard Grey.—(Received October 











(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 25, 1906. 
PERSIAN loa 
My telegram No, 305. 
Krom a conversation which I had to-day with my Russian coll I gather that 









the Russian ¢ 





ernment regard our cla ful, in that it will 







prevent the Persian Government from ceding it to Germany, and that they have no 
Objection whatever to i 
(Seeret,) 


On the other hand, they insist that ports east of the entrance of the Gulf should 
be excluded, ‘The view that they aim at Charbar is thus confirmed, 























136082] No, 121%. 








Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Ki 
307.) 

graphic.) Tehran, October 25, 1906, 
FOLLOWING jis the text of Loun Convention proposed by the Russian Government 
Heiween the Persian Government and the Bank 





idivard Grey—(Received October 26.), 


















w of uunerstanding between Russian and English Governments, in virtue 

ss been decided that an advance of 10,000,000 fr, shall be made to Persian 
‘iment, of which 5,000,000 fr. shall be paid at once, the two Governments each 
fegroup omitted ? paying] a half, and the latter millions in the same way according to 
an agreement to be made later, the following is agreed on : 












Article 1. The Government puts at the disposal of the Persian Government a sum 
100,000 fr., which shall be paid by the Minister each time that the latter shall 
application from the Persian ‘Treasury, which shall furnish at the same tine 
the justification for employment of sums. 
Art. 2. The suns above mentioned shall not be affected! to paying the arveurs duo 


















[Russian] advance is guaranteed by revenues of the customs already 
aflected to the gnarantee of the two loans concluded in 1900 and 1902 between the 
Persian Government and the Russiau Bauk [English] by the revenues of the 
administrations of Posts and ‘Telezraphs, and, in case of insufficiency, the revenues of 
the customs of Fars and the Porsian Gulf, 

Art. 4. The rate of interest is fixed at 7 per cent. 

Art. 5, Russian and British Governments reserve to themselves right to give 
Persian Goverment fonr months’ notice of the date on which Persian Government will 
be called on to repay to the Russian Bank and the Imperial Bank of Persia tho sums 
<ulvanced, together with interest. 
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86003) No. 122, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


(No. 308.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 25, 1906, 

PERSO-Turkish frontier. 

Mr. Barelay’s telegram No. 202. 

A paraphrase of Foreign Office telegram No. 399 to Sir A. Nicolson has been 
communicated to the Persian Government and to the Russian Minister. I explained it 
in the sense that we have only suggested a mode of settlement, and not laid down any 
particular line of frontier, 





(86004) No. 128, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


Tehran, October 25, 1906. 


thing that is certain is that the Shah’s mind has been influenced in 
favour of Russia. He apparently distrusts Russia less than us. 
The language actually used may have been quite innocent, and I have no evidence 
as to what it ‘The proposal alluded to had not yet been made when the Russian 
Minister was last received by the Shah. 





(36005) Now 124 
Sir €. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 25.) 


(No. 310.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 25, 1906. 
PERSIAN loan. 
My telegram No. 307. 
Customs will be the real guarantee, for the telegraph revenue is already exhausted 
by the interest on the first loan. 





(85916) No. 125. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 193.) 
(Delegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, October 25, 1906, 

JOINT advance to Persia. 

Tapprove the text, given in your telegram No. 305 of yesterday, of the proposed 
note to the Persian Government. 

The Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs having already made a statement, which 
we consider to be sufficient for the purpose, as to the southern customs being our 
security, we consider that it is unnecessary to inform the Russian Government of the 
interpretation which we place on the guarantees for our previous Persian loans, 





(35960) No. 126. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Sir, 


Foreign Office, October 25, 1906, 


T AM directed by Secretary Si Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 24th instant, respecting the joint Anglo-Russian advance to Persia. 











ay 
























Tam {o inform you in reply that the conditions as to interest, as stated in your 

















letter, are correct, and that Sir E, Grey will be glad if you will now authorize your [36080] No. 129. 
Tehran manager to sign the loan contract. 
aime es icra at Lam, &. Sir ©. Spring-Rice to, Sir, Edward Grey, —(Recgived October 26.) 
(Signed) E. GORST. (Wo. 311) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, October 26,1906. 
PERSIAN loan, Your telegram No, 193 of yesterday. i 


As justructed in your telegram No, 169, I proposed in writing the term “Southern , 
Customs.” Tt would seem that the Russian Minister has been instructed to object. to 
this. Your telegram No. 181, however, admits stavus quo for present Ioan. 

The Russian Minister is unable to obtain any indication of his Government's! 
intentions with regard to the future loan which the Persians declare to he necessary. 
T venture, however, to suggest that Russia should be made to show her hind with 


[36068] No. 127, 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received October 26.) 








Bir, India Office, October 25, 1906. 









‘ by Mr, icknowle f rogard to ports east of the Gulf before the question of a large joint loan is given serious 
the 15th instant, inclosing copy of Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch No; 650 of the considera oe 
10th instant, which trans femorandum communicated to him by the Tam at one with the Russian Minister in thinking that there would be danger in 
\ Russian » conveying ® proposal by the Russian Government internal control, and the only trustworthy guarantee is the Customs. Russia, asthe) 





Seistan 





matter stands at present, considers that those ports furnish part of the guaranteo on 
her loan, 





| M. at each terminus with the 

I Russian instruments is no more tlian the natural complement to the previous history 
of the line, and cannot he regarded as an infraction of the status quo. 

| With regard to this, Mr, Morley would observe that. the procee 

[ M. Isvolsky has undoubtedly the effect of transferring tl 
from Persian into Russian lands ; that this step was take 
wore proceeding at St, Petersburgh, including « proposal | 

i that Russia: should re 

| 

I 


wvolsky states that the connection of the wi 











136083), Np.13p. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(lReceived October 26.) 























1 described by 
control of the telegraph line 
time when negotiations 
Majesty's Government 
to the eastward of 

















ognize a line from Birjand to Bunder Ab 
whieli the Persian Goyemm 
railways, or telegraphs to any Power othe 
tol Mh i 


northern se 





(No. 312.) 

(Telegraphic.) P: Tehran, Octobor 26,:1908, 
‘THE Shah has returned from the country, and the doctors’ report on his condition 

is decidedly worse. ; 
Thave made arrangements with my Russian colleague. that, in. case of the Shah's § 

death, our pepenrel Consuls at Tabreez should act strictly in accordance with q 

precedent, should call together on the Valiahd, and accompany him to tho eapital, i 















oy th of which Russia secures by this arrang traverses the 
jon of the tract whieh it is proposed to fescrve to Great Britain. 
compromise that M. Isvolsky proposes, namely, that the British Government 
| should have a separate wire of its own on the Mesheil-Seistan line, and the Russian 
i rly 4 Separate wire on the Meshed—Tehran line, does niot appear to 
ons, From the technical point of view, Mr. Motley sees no 
proposal, which would inyolve hoth countries in an expenditure on 
usteuction of the lines whieh would not be justitied by the trallic, while it would 
inno way meet the politieal objections stated by the Government of India in their 
tologram of the rd ultimo, and would imply 
Majesty's Government in a st igs Wholly incompatible 






































(36015) No. 131. 










Sir Bdwward Grey to Mp. G. Barclay. 





(No. 178.5 
















‘caused them to propose to the Russian Government: the Bir} (folagraphic) Pe , Foreign Office, October 26, 1906, | 
the boundary to the east of whi ur above re CO-PERSIAN frontier dispute, ! 
made only to Great Britain, ‘There appears to be some uncertainty as to the position of the river which the 1 
Tam, &. ‘Turkish Government suggest as the boundary, (see, your telegrams Nos, 202 aud 203 of, \ 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. yesterday). 4 K i) 
It would, therefore, be advisable that, in speaking to the Grand Vizier, you should 
not refer to the proposal. 











(86072) No, 128, 
















Mr. G. Barelay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 26.) 36002) No. 132. 
(Xo, 203.) 
(Polographie) P. Constantinople, October 26, 1906. Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring: Rice. 





TP NOW find that tie anap of the ¢ 
Nv, 202 of thy 
the pame Lavene 
doscrilied to: mo the Turks as the fronties 
Within a distatiee of 3 ort kilom, of Passova, It is clear that this is the river marked 
‘on Colonel Miunsell’s wap as the Leuven. 

T find that the Persian Ambassidor las no. pres 
followed hy the river which is cla 


puted zone on which [ based my telegram 
From the larger map I see that 
The 


(No, 194.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, October 26, 1906, 
JOINT advance to Persia, With reference to your telegrim No. 306 of yesterday. 
We hiold to the same interpretation of the guarantee for this Ioan as before, After 

M. Tsvolsky’s statements we cannot take M. Hartwig’s opinion into account, You had 

better not reopen this question with him, as it would be best not to discuss with him 

the ultimate settlement with regard to Persia, i 







































Knowledge of the course 
Alas the frontier by the Turks. 











(1682) 
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[36032] AGES 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 195.) 
Velegraphic.) P. 
JOINT advance, sacl ; 
| With reference to the first Article of the Convention, the text of which is submitted 
in_your tolegram No, 307 of yesterday, you and your Russian colleague should each 
obtain the concurrence of the other before making any payment to the Persian Govern- 
ment. You should arrange this with him. 
Tapprove the proposed text, 


Foreign Office, October 26, 1906. 





(36236) No. 134, 
: Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 27.) 


P, Tehran, October 27, 1906. 
PERSIAN Joan, Z 
‘Vorms of the contract aro accopted by the Persian Government, but they ask that 
after the word “right” in Articlo we should insert the words “alter a delay of one 


‘Mey ask, too, that the econd instalment be granted without undue delay. 
1 have ayreod with my Russian colleague that the mutual consent of the two 
Tegations must be obtained for all payments, 





(36287) Not: 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice (o Sir Bdward Grey.—(Receined October 27.) 


Tehran, October 27, 1906. 
cos, Your telegram No. 83. 
applied for money: ¥ 
jy Riusnian col ‘that no money should be advanced until the order is 
given hy the nyo and it over at ‘Tehran and Tabreez, 
Should concluding paragraph of your telegram be communicated to Imperial 
Bank of Persia hore, oF will tho central offices in London be informed ? 





(36238) No. 136. 


Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Greg. —(Received October 


Tehran, Octower 27, 1906, 


Your t No, 194 of yesterday, 
‘Tho ultimate settlement Of the Persian question has not formed the subject of 
the Russian Mini 1 myself, but L consider it my duty to poiut 
Ont tat, from, various indications, Lam conviuéed that the Minister for Foreign Afairs 
ise, and that the i 


of ports lying outside the Persian Gulf. 
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[36239] No. 137. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 21.) 


(No. 317.) 
‘Telegraphic.) _P. 
FOLLOWING sent to Government of India :— 


arun irrigation. 

“Your telegram of the 26th October to Secretary of State for India, 

“have since been told by the Russian Minister thi suid to his Dutch 

was that his Government would have no objection to an international and 

non-political Company. ‘The Russian Government, I gather, would haye strong 
objections to a Datch-German group financed hy the German Banks, 

All knowledge of any intention to give the concession to the Dutch Syndicate is 
denied by the Minister for Foreign Affairs.” 


Telivan, October 27, 1906, 





(36245) Nov 
Mr. B. Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 


(No. 246, Confidential:) 
Tehran, September 
he honour to inclose an interesting Memorandum. by Lieut 
y Attaché at this Loxation, regirding the present unsatisfactory 


will observe that Colonel Douglas considers that the new: Russian Commandant, 
who lias recently arrived in ‘Tehran, is taking over the brigade in an oxtyonely 
il alnivst insubordinate condition, T anay add that recently, when the 


the Regulations for the Assembly brought about an 
1 asked the Grand Vizier's eldest son, Mushir-l-Mnik (Persian Minister ia 


slhurgh), whether the Governune y on the Cossacks in cise of trouble, 
Lied that he believed they would side with the popstlar part 
As the Cossack Brigade is considered the piek of the Persian army and the only 
protection to Burop tation, Colonel Douglas” reportappeiis 
to mo to be significant. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signo) VELYN GRANT DUMP, 


Inclosury ii No, 138, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas to Mr. B. Grant Duff 


Gulahek, September 20, L906. 

RUMOURS have recently been current that the Porsian officers of the’ Cossack 
Brigade are very discontented with the 1 the aflairs of the brigade are 
manage ih have be uring to Tinit the hitherto supreme: powers of thu 
Russian Commandant inatters connected with expenditure, promotion, &e. | 
thave consequently nude inquiries with a view to discovering what has qvally’ passed, 
‘wid, though the information. from es is frequently conilicting, the {ucts 
appear to be somewhat as follows — 


One of the Per 7 liad recently oreasion to. complain to. the Russian 
Commandant regarding his promotion, bit Colouel Chernocouball refused: to listou to 
‘ion and treated hin in a mamir which le considered insulting, he anatter was 
taken np by the whole hody of Persian officers, who cane to thelr Commandant 
de that & Committes should bo appointed from among themselves, whieh 
control of the soney allotted for the maintenance of the by 
should also regulate all questions of promotion, w matter in whieh they dé 
indue favouritism is shown, 1 am inable to say what actually took phuce at this 
Interview and whether personal violence was offered to Colonel Chemozouboft or uo, 
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dnt it is said to have ended in the hasty retreat of that officer to a roomi in his house 
whore he shut himself up, and whence apparently he was unable to emerge until he 
had sanctioned the institution of the Committee, This body: has, Law told, since been 
investigating the accounts, aud accuse tleir Commandant of keeping the brigade 500 
men below its proper strength and atically embezzling their pay. 

Tt seenis at least certain that the desire for self-government which is now prevalent 
‘country lias spread to the brigade, who are determined to have some say in the 
gement of their affairs, and should they sue d ing this attitude, the 
Of the Russian officers must become so curtailed that they will cease to exercise 
1 command over the men, and will gradually become nothing more than 
inatmietors, 

‘As rogards the charges of pocut: 
should Hestlate {6 believe that his delinquencies in this respect, have be 
lo ay is alleges zl [ have it on the authority of one of the Russian officers of 

le that he is experi rable difficulty in substantiating the accounts 


concerned the details of these claims will be brought to your notice in due course, 
according to your instructions (see your telegram No, 25 of the 9th February last). 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) EVELYN GRANT DUB, 






























Inclosure in No, 139, 










































Grond Vizier to Mr. B, Grant Duff 
(Tianslation,) September 18, 1906, 

T HAVE received and submitted to His Imperial Majesty the Shah your undated 
letter [19th February last] respecting Bahrein. 

T haye now the honour to state that, in view of the former proceedings, and also 
in view of the friendship existing between the two Governments, I did not expect to 
see the two following paragraphs in your note :— 


1. “lis Majesty’s Government have never admitted the ownership or sovereignty 
ol Persia over Bahrein, and such a claim is, in their opinion, entirely inadmissible.” 



















is now in process of handing over to his successor, Colonel Liakhof, who 
von the often told ne 
in the original 






th instint, Colonel Ch 








nd hors 












himsolf wat the amount r 1 hor al 2, “His Majesty’s Government consider the Island of Bahrein and its inhabitants 
vs is quite insufficient swith the prices now pr in Tehran, and that it to be under British protection,” 
\ only by inereasing the mnnber of dismounted men and by: permitting a large 
nber to go on furlough on a reduced rate of pa winter months that he Not to speak of the fact that the spirit of tle ‘Treaties explains and demonstrates 
i Jus been able to, maintain his and at its proper strength during the simmer when ihe tiehts ofthe Rorslani Goveranicntsreer tin sai eusilian aniwaeeliad 


land in ques 


the anual train ice on the subject which lias passed 


When, howey 


id out. 
ibered that, as 1 have before had the honour to re 
Government for the money luuded over ti 

in return for it to keep the 
nt them, it is not surprising if, c 













never been put forward in the correspond 
between the high officials of the two Governments in London and Tehran, and 
apparently it is the first time that such an answer hits been given by the British { 
Legation, \ 
i 
{ 














hie 
but merely 
f state of offic! 

















ing. his 
onsidered himself the bes 


ould ont 








To refrain from giving a long and detailed reply fo this statement, T content 
















i Br oh i one of aR h a Hees Judge i this occasion with a reference to a distinct Agreement made between the 
Of the rate of rommeration to Which his survieos to Persia have entitled him, tivo, Gor sae HiesaDleatee Gees TSO 3 i 
Colonel Chernozoubil las now been in command of this force for about four pYPeaa eer mR a ona ey AUIS Nuns Le 22 oun euRd Ny, 











the Spe 
tion tie de 


Commissioner of the British Government, In the 
jon about the ease was as follows :— 





years, during the or portion of which L 
from my awn obs well as froin wh , tht neither the discipline 
nor the general smartness of appearance and turn-out of the men of the corps are 
nearly as good now as they were when T first knew them, 

Tconsider that Colonel Liakhoff is taking over the brigade in an extremely 
fnofficiont aud almost insubordinate condition, and it is improbable that he will ever 
bo able to regain the authority: over the officers and men which was exercised by, 
Golonol Cherozoubolt’s predecessors, 


svement in ques 








hh inhabita: the island disobeyed the orders of the Fars authorities and 
Commander tor w flag, ‘Phe flag will be taken back if alveady 
aiven, and hereafter protection will be refused to the Arabs mentioned above, 

Iny -ar expressions used in your previous note, in whieh the rights of 
the Persian Government over the island in question have not been denied, hope you 
will continue to follow: the former opinion of th 
rights of the Persian Government over that 
telegram addressed to the trading 
friendship between the two Gover 

mpromise the right 

















fi 
q 
“The Island of Balirein has always been a dependency of Bars, The Bani i 
\ 





Thiave, &e. 
(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel, Military Attache. 





British Government in regard to thie 
nd, and you will not interpret, my 
sse$ in Balroin to mean anything but a mark of 
ments, The telegram in question docs not in any 
of the Persian Government over the island, If there is 

















































statement to be made in regard to certain difficulties about the inhabitants of the 
{36246} No. 139. 
Mr. E, Gront Duff to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 
(No, 247.) 
Sit Tehran, September 26, 1906. nent mal 











WIT reference to my despatch’ No, 51 of the 27th February last, I have the 
Jionottr to transmit herewith a translation of a note from the Persian Government on 
the subject of the sovereignty over the Island of Bahrein claimed by 1 
Grand Vizier mentions im the inelosed note an 
Mis Majesty’s Government and the Persian Government, in which the former 
the Island of Bahroin asa dependency of the Province of Fars. I presume 
the British Resident at 


Fars. Uh 
's Government, and the Resident was: 





Agreoment was not ratitied by. 
called A. K, 
























Annex. 















Memorandum by Mr. Brant on Agreement with Persia of August 30, 1822, regarding Mr. E:Gront 
Bahrein, Duff, 








Bushi 
As [informed the 


overnment. 
vernment, under the 
telegram No, 28/of the Mth February last, that His Maj jovernment decline to 
entertain any further representations on the subject of the Persian claim to sovereignty 
over Bahref, I lieve returned no reply to the Grand Vizier's communication, 

‘Phore aro a few outstanding cl Bushire in which Bahreinis are interested, 
and E have been for the last year trying to settle these eases amicably with the 
Persian Government, If it should be impossible to obtain justice for the partivs 








{t is quite true that Captain William Bruce (lie was not at that time Sir William) pest" 
*Becd, on the 80th August, 1822, an Agreement with His Royal Highness Hoosain 1906 
Aily Miraa, Prine of Shiraz, ‘The Und Article of this Ireaty’ was as follows :— Mr, Gs Wil 


ej rahe locke, No.1, 
“he Island of Bahrein, which has always been subordinate to the Provinee of Janay #3 
Vrs aud its possessors the Bi 


i Uttoobee Arabs, who have of late been unruly aud 1822 
[ 2B 
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disobedient, and had applied to the Commanding Officer of the British forces for a 
istinguishing flag; this flag, ifit has been granted, to be withdrawn, and no assistance 
ndered to the Beni Uttoobee Arabs hereafter,” 


to the views of the Government at Bombay, 
nce of Shiraz disavowing the ‘Treaty iu strong terms 
and announcing the recall of Captain Bruce, ee 
Not only did the Indian Government disavow the ‘Treaty, but Mr. G, Willock, 
British Representative at Vabreez, reported that— 


“Mira Bawzur, Anhie, who had been deputed to Court to obtain the ratification 
of the reat not mect with a favourable reception; and His Majesty the Shah, 
Whilst refusing his accordance to the stipulations, expressed his displeastire that the 
Prince of Shivag should have entered into gements with the British Govern- 
ment without his knowledge and injunctions. 


his Agreement was therfore disavowed by the Indian Government in the most 
explicit manner, and it appears to have failed to secur» the sanction of the Shah. 
(Signed) R, W. BRAND. 
Koreign Office, October 331, 1906, 





(36247) No. 140. 


Mr. Bi Grant Duff to Sir Edward Grey—(Received October 29.) 
lo, 248. 
ee ‘Tehran, September 28, 1906, 
y of lis Majesty’s Acting Consul in Seistan for the week ending 
ico that fifty Persian soldiers are reported to have left for 


Tihink it desirable to draw your attention to, the as, should it hereafter 
aint necessary (0 send the Robat double company to Nasratabad: or elsewhere in 
Soistin, tho presence of Persian troops om the fron ht uot improbably lead to 
a collision. ar 
‘zation, will in due course 
ti, 


(Signed) EVELYN NT DUP, 





(36251 | No. ML. 


wring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiveil October 29.) 


(No. 259) 
Sin, ‘Tehran, October (, 1906. 
on herewith : teh, whi 
nsil-General at Tabreez, roparting the 
cds the reform movenic 


attitude of opposition adopted by thi 
Tn the earl 

ate Gr 

support it. 
Since the dito of Mr. Wratislaw's despateh the Valiahd bas had closer personal 


experience of the reloriiers, for the movement manifested: itselt in itself, 
soveral thousinds of the maleont Majesty's Consulates 
there, His Tiupertal Hl dd at once begged Mr, W 
to wet as an intermedi ntonted subject 

In this M heen entirely successful, so much so that 
both th hil auel the popular leaders expressed to hin their thanks, 

[have not yet heard how far this eliser personal eontact with the reform movement 
has affected his Imperial Highness’ views. 

ie reform purty here declare that, in the event of the Shah's death, they will not 

allow the Valishd to set foot iu Peliran until he has accepted in full all the reforms 
granted hy his father, 


95 


T have the honour to inclose a copy of the note which Mr. Grant Duff addressed 
to the Grand Vizier while the malcontents were still in sanctuary at His Majesty's 
Consulate-General, urging His Higlness to take steps to persuade them to remove 
themselves 
ed by the Russian Minister that, according to the reports which 
hed him, it is not probable that the Valialid, although averse to the reforin 
moyement, will take any violent measures to suppress it when he is called to the 
throne. M. Hartwig is quite aware of the danger, and is propared to use his influence 
with the Valiahd to prevent a recourse to violence, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 141, 

Consul-General Wratislaw to Mr, By Grant Duff 

Sir, Talrees, September 15, 1906. 
I HAVE the honour to report that the Valiahd has adopted an attitude of decided 
opposition to the constitutional movement at ‘Teliran, which he at first encouraged in 
order to get rid of his enem ran Vizier, Tn this course His Iniperial 
Highness is aided and abetted by the Iman Juma, who feels that hie can only lose by 
any change of nig the direction of popular Government, and who makes. no 
attempt to conceal hi ce of the proposed Parliament, ‘The unpopularity of the 
is consequently increasing, and from time to tine pamplilots are scattered about 

king the Valialid inno mieasured terms. 

The Valialid, who is of an extremely obstinate character, rogarils Persia as 
existing solely for the personal profit of the Sovereign, and is averse to giving up any, 
of his privileges when he succeeds to the throne, He seems to, havo no idea that he 
i ng any danger by this uncompromising attitude, 1 hear on good authority 

he is about to sond one of the lessor ccclesiustical luminaries of ‘Tabreon to 
Kerbela with a large sum of money, to be laid out in bringing the Mujtehids of that 
place to fall in with his views, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A.C, WRATISLAW. 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 111. 


Mr. B. Grant Duff to the Graid Vizier. 


" , ; September 25, 190, 
AT the request of His Imperial Highness the Valiahd, His Majesty's: Consule 
eral at Tabreez was engaged throughout yosterday youring to arrange the 
iculties which have arisen between the Persian in’ that town anid the 
refugees now in“ bast” in and around the Brit euoral. Mr, Wratislaye 
has arranged the following terms, w accepted, Tis Tmyperial 
ighness undertakes Mr. Wratislaw a lotter promising that no one shall be 
' stration, and stating that he indorses the Constitu- 
tion granted by His Majesty the Shall. ‘The people of Tabteon will then open the 
bazaars and evacnte the Consulate-General, leaving a few of their number to wateh the 
progress of events, Before doing so they stipulate that the Persian Government shall 
telegraph to them, by order of the Shah, stating that the Constitution has been ranted 
and the Regulations for the Assembly approved, It appears that tho Azerbaijan 
authorities supp: jons received! on the subject from the central 
Government, and this has caused the present trouble, 
T would express the hope that your Highness will see your way to acquiesce in the 
request of the refugees, and so put an end to a situation which is causing anxiety to 
His Majesty's Government and grave danger to the Heir to the Throne of Persia, 
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(36252) No, 142. 


Sir . Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 





dae Tehran, October 6, 1906. 

of the 1th ltino, [have 
hicopies Of two Reports addressed hy His Majesty's 
y's Consul-General at Bushire on the capabilities 
Durchase of mules and on the anilitary position of 


Thave, &e. 
el) 





WITH reference to Mr, Grant Duff's despatch > 
the honour to transmit to you here 
Consul at Kermanshah to His M 
of Pusht-icKuh as a district for t 
the Vali, 




















11. SPRING-RICE, 





Tnclosure 1 in No. 142. 


Consul Gough to Mujor Cor. 





(No. 76) Kermanshah, July 31, 1906 
“LIAVE the lionour to report, for the information of the Goverment ot 

iat while in Pasht-ieKuh T saw a’ very large number of exceodingly fine mule; 

i qa Vili that he would gladly weleome any oflicer sent to purchase 



















ae eee Ont Hee rimasks applrequally to the Kalhor tribe, with whose Mkt 
T spont y to Kermanshah. E 

i The tamp of animal re ad for baggage 
puyposes, bit shinuld exactly aueot the requirements of mountain artillery. ‘The animals 





xu free over the hills for three or fonr years, 


cand allowed ton ea ee 


sinh and inp the Kullior country: is v 
I the year ronntl 
ing for them is from SO tomang to, 





ave Tange, y 

a 
‘animus are in good comlition: 
i prices nove obi 
even 200 tomas, tes from 200 ra 
the: best nutes in the comutry: 
obtainable locally, the bighey 


rived for transport : : 
Fane eee TAAL Major Ashunhiot ayy some of the Kuflior mil lus ge (Lt 
dnd Twas told by the Ukhani that he offered only very all prices, and lid no ready 
Toney with Hin T-d@ tiot Kiiow about that, but Major Arbuthnot did not by 
ruyilis {fon hii 6 
mw hat repor jajor Arbuthnot gave as to the probable vali: of these: 
Se One TUE Ce ea paul aon, Yoree iuantiue i Us 
of the Vali in the winter, or the suminer 
Shievwould be able to pireliase between 
250 rupees per 









(0 tomans, oF 









be obtinedl. 't! prices nu 
Tauimals for riding yurposes, and the lower 

















qoutes, but Dame sire that ia nietfid of 
ivinity: of Menulalisaid ear thie Head -quat 
touts with is tied 

1.500 cand 2,000 very fine quality males at an uverige very little ove 








Hew . 


(Signed) H. A, K. GOUGH, Captain 


fuclosure 2 in No. M2. 





Consul Gough to Major Cox. 


(No Tt) Kermanshahy uly 31, 1906. 
© WITH afer b tha onoat id Tie 
wir information, that the Vali assnred ame th ald. pu of between 30) 
HEMOOUMaNCuTGe NGI ices OF aries though. probably 
Tho high: were, in the main, eorroboruted by the various people whom 1 questioned on 
the sulsjoet. 
‘Tho Viki ovens two rex 

asa hin he tenets ary sad to 
the sowites alivags attending hin amuber about 400 
infantry with Martini pattern rifleyand the sowars with « pattern of stuallsbore rifle, 
at which the Vali says be gota consignment of 400 last year. ‘The tribes are generally 
all yery well arindd with Martinis, whichare procursble at from 1) toxnans to 100 tomaus 
tach. These rifles, Lam told, mostly: come from the Gulf, thougl: some come through: 
























infantry regimeutsand a foree of al 
aber about 1 
100 men. ‘This force is arme 
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‘Turkish territory. The best of the small-bore rifles are reported to-come-from Tehran, 
and therefore are, I suppose, Russian, 

‘The Vali knew quito well the working of the Lee-Metford service rifle, and told mo 
that he possessed somo, though he did not. say how he came by them, I may say that 
every man goes about armed with a rifleand a very large amount of cartridges, Sowars 
carry up to 250 Martini cartridges on their saddles, with perhaps another 150) imbelte, 
Footmen. generally carry two waist-helts and another. cross-belt, alli full of ‘cartridges: 
‘These cartridges are refilled im the country, and, on the whole, very. well refilled too, 

‘There are several resident gunsmitlis in Pushti-Kuh, who aro:quite capable. of: 
exceuting a , and, indeed, can turn out rifles themselves which it 
would he inguisli from those of European manufueture. 

(Signed) H. A. K. GOUGH, Captain, 















(36253) No. 148. 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice'to Sir: Edu ard. Grev.—( Received: October 29.) 
(No: 254.) 
Sir, ‘Peliran, October 6, 1906) 
WITH reference to-my. despatch No 229 of the 10th Septomber,. I have: the 
honour: to. tran: herewith copies of correspondence which has passed: betweon 
Mr: Grant Duff and the Grand Vizier on the subject off the importation, across) the 
Seistan frontier of arms intended: for the defence of His: Majesty's: Consulates) at 
Meshed and Seistan, 
Nothing further has. passed on the subject hero, bit on) the 19th September: Hiet 
Majesty"s Consul: in Soistan telegraphed that the local Direetnr:of Customs had lianded| 
a procés-rerbal detailing, tho circumstanoes. of th is) and. 
nforming him in conclusion that. he was perionally indebted: to the: Porsiany Govern- 
i representing, 
ods, aud whieh, the Customs Administration 
under Article-97 of the “Réglenent, Légal,”” Hix Majesty's Consul) forasosing the 
probability of the Customs adopting some such attitude, liad: been careful to get: the 
camels quietly removed from Seistan by unfrequented roads, Hb was instructed to 
inform the local Director of Customs that the question of the: importation wes forming 
the subject of correspondence between the two Gov is, tnd that if he had any: 
complaints to make he shiould refer them to Tehiran 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 










































Tnelosure 1 in No, 143. 


Grand Visier:to Mr. E. Grant Dif, 





September 13, 1906. 

T HAVE received your note of the 23rd ultimo respecting the innport of casos 
(of arms) into Seistan via Kuh-iMalik Siah, and under the escort of Indian soldiers, 
without the knowledge of, or inspection by, the Customs officials, 

T was very much surprised at your statement. saying that the cases contained, 
arma and ammunition necessary for the protection of the British Consulate. 

‘The excitement, in Seistan was due to the quarantine arrangements: and the 
meastires taken against the religion, 'Thero has been no evil intention against the 
Consulate, aud as you are aware the punishment of the offenders was postponed till! 
after the disappearance of the epidemic, and as soon as the disease abated ta punishment 











began, zs 





Yow are aware that the Persian Commissioner has been dealing with the matter 
for some time, buthe lias not received sullicient assistance from the Consulate, otherwise 
the matter would have been settled by thiis time. Tie détails of the caso have heen 
uientioned in my note of the 17th April last. 

Further, 1 do not need to point out to what extent the import of arms into. the 
empire is prohibited by the Imperial Government, You are welllawire that the British 
Government greatly shares. the advantages of this prohibition. Whenever any arm is 
required by the members of the British Legation it is uot imported without tho sp. 
Permission of the Persian Government, Ido not see how on this particular occasion 
sms have been allowed to be imported without permission, and how: you have allowed 

652] 2c 
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British officials to smuggle goods, to resist the Customs officials with severity, in 
Teflising to allow the inspection, and to beat the Customs employés. ; 
Yon will) no doubt agree with me that if reparation is not made the Persian 
Government will be exposed to great difficulties on account of similar ease: 
T have no donbt you will, after n little reflection, see the future diffieulties of the 
anil_yoit will @ measures for the necessary reparation for 
ish Consul 
You will kinilly inform the 
































propose 





Tuclosure 2 in No, 143. 


Mr. E. Grant Diff to Mushir-ed-Dowleh, 


THAD the honour to receive your note of the 13th in 
introduction into Scistan of a consignment of arms and armtnunition destin 
protection of His Majesty’s Consnlate at Nasratabad. 5 Boe Ot 
Voor tiiness fay Uandorstior, Drougisthes ease ko the noice Of The Majusty’s 
Prinvipal Sceritiny of Stite through the Persian Representative in London, and T have 
Worsors-nowbing to add to the roply which T had the honour seul to. you on the 
23rd ultiino by the instructions of His Majesty's Government 
I Would, however, point ont that it is the duty of 4 veroment, and 
noLOL His Majesty's Consul in Seistan, to bring to justice the persons coneerued in 
tho disturbances of the 27th Murch and the Lith duly last. The Pers cunient 
‘and the local anthorities have bien duly furnished wit pal offenders 
Who are still at lure, esty's Consul his rod {6 uasiat 
is loca aauthoritiis 1 the best oF iis. powe 
hension posing that tear 
Const with: toy: permission, 





for the 






















































« introduced by ordor of His } 











ig ont fart wtion of the British Consulate, whi attacked by 
hy subjects of His Majesty: the Shah, Mis. also not in that 
the Customs offidials ib Seistuty were either beaten or threatened, 

(36254) No. Ma, 


Sin ©, Spring Rice to Nir Eiinard rey —(Recrived October 2 





(No. 255.) 
Bir, Tohran, Ototer 6, 1908 
WITH, reference ty Mr Grint Duil's telegram No, 257 of the 24th ultimo, T have 
the honour to transinit hervith copy of a uote which Mr, Grant Dulf addressed to the 
Persian Governmcnt on reowipt af t «that the Russians wore tampering 
with the Soistay wail Gf the Meshal vansiver Has as yet been received 
to this oto, 
hu whole question is Heine disenssed at St. Peto 
Hore might be projaiicial to uur intorests should the ti 
uunids, 1 propose not to, pros the Per 
tentinn, however, that there has. heen a noticable de 
addressed to this Legation fry since the Ti 
that Tis Majosty’s Consubat Turbat-i-Hlaidiel hus eo 
‘connostion syith intermediate st 


















das any action 
sutnally into our 
T may 
Win the delivery of messages 
pasaed into TY onirol, and 

ined of the difficulty of gotting 



























Thave, &e. 
(Signed) 





MIL SPRING-RICE. 





Tnelosure in No. Ld, 


Mr. E, Grant Duff to Grand Visier. 





AP cn interview 1 had the honour to have with your Highness recently at 
Rustemabad, you assured me that the Persian Government would ou no account give 
the control of the Seistan end of the Meshed-Seistan line to the Russian Government, 























99. 


I learn fron His Majesty's Consul in Seistan that ou the evening of the 20th 
September te Russian telegraph officials it Nasratabad cut the connection leading to 
the Persian office aud took the line into their own office, which is now separate. ‘The 
wire now goes to the Persian office from the Russian olliee, 

Tt would appear that the local authorities lad reeeived positive: instructions from 
the Sipahdar to oppose any such action, bit that no steps were taken. 

report from a reliable source has also reached me that the Russian telegraph 

officials are taking control of all intermediate stations between Meshed/and Nasi 
where their signallers are posted. 

Thave the honour to request your Highness to be so good, in view 
assurances, to favour me wi 
in this matter, 


Septenther 24, 1906, 

















of your rect 
lan explanation of te action of the Persian Goverament 











136255) No. 14, 





Sir ©. Spring-Rive to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received October 29.) 
(No. 236.) 
Sir, Tehran, October-7, 1906. 
U HAVE the honour to inform you that T arrived at this eapital on the Ist instant, 
and wae received with the custoinary’ formalities, 1 inclose a Memorandum as. to the 














formalities observed and the presents given, whieh hus been prepared for ano by 
Mr, Churchill, who accompanied me on my journey, and who, with the Mehmandar, 
Molitashem-ul-Mulk, did his hest to render the journey from the sea both ensy and 
agreeable, 







1 was received with great condiality by the Persian officials en route, and. in my 
interviews with the Governor and Kargusar nf Reslit, and the Governor of Razin, was 
able to appreciate the fiieidly sentinients of these gentlemen towards [is Maje=ty's 
Government, as well as their respect and esivem for Mr, Churchill 

On my arrival T was inforiued tit the Shah's eondition had changed for the worse, 
V therefore intimated through Abbas Kuli Khan that T would do everything possible t 
make my audience as short and as little burdensome as. possible to. His Majesty, hi 
Ala-cs-Sultaneh, Minister for Foreign Affairs, upon whom called the day alter 
arrival, expressed his thanks for Uhis communication, and said that it would be more 
convenient if the audience were fixed for Saturday, ive, the titth day after my arvivil, 
although, as you are avare, the Treaty limit is the’ third day, T sald that under (he 
cireumstances, and in view of the medical reports which had-renched mo, [thought that 


















































my Government would admit postponement, However, on the evening of the next 
iy an official of the Foreign Office called to sy that the audience would take place on 
Thursday, as there hail heen an improvement in His Majesty's contition, 


Twas accordingly 
credence, t 
ing. In accordan 
stood uy to make the ¢ 
have the honour to iniclo 
the Kiyg’s letters in tl 

Aifairs, 
His Majesty's appearance was, indeed, distressing: his face pale and. thi 
fixed, and his lexs swollen, Ina feeble yoive he asked after the health of Hix Majesty 
anid expressed the plesstre aliordedt to him by the recollection of hhis visit to 
England, After a fow brief remarks the audience ended, and 1 repaited, according to 
custom, although not according to Treaty, to the apartments in which the Grand Vizier 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs were waiting to receive me. 
T took the opportunity of presenting myself to the Si 
Saltaneh, who vas waiting i 
a 


ved in 





nee on Thursday and presented my letters of 
lis Majesty received mo 
rte! a chair, althowsl 1 
(or such part of it as 1 reat) copy of which 1 
istied my speech, [resumed iny, Seat ani laid 
Ws Hand, who pased them to the Minister for Roreign 





























is eves 














h's brother, tlie Naib-os- 
ng in uniform in the Palace in his capacity as Minister of 
Having thus fulfilled tie usual formality of asking an audience of an. Imperial 
on the day of the presentation of letters, I stated hit 1 did not think it 
Hiecessary to proceed to the apartments of the Shon-es-Sultaneh, the late extortionate 
and tyranni ernor of Fars, as hws been done on previous occasions, 

my audience 1 presented Mr, Grant Dull on his departure, and Mr, Marling 
, as well as Dr. Neligan, the newly arrived medical officer, 































































































































of the farewell interviews between 
er for Foreign Affairs. 


Thaye, & 
IL SPRING-RICE. 


(Signed) ¢ 


cordial 
‘ant! Vizier aud Minis 





i was glad to ol 
Mr:Grant Duff and the 








Tnclosure 1 in No, 145, 
Memorandum by Mr. Churchill. 
Charge qAfiaires informed the Persian Government that His 
at Enzelli on. the 25th September, and) a 
was deputed to meet hiny in rdance with the terms of the 
Protocol of the 22nd Rebruary, 18: ae 
Mr. Churchill, Acting Oriental Secretary, was sent to Enzelli to meet His Majesty's. 
Minister, on lichalt of His Majesty's I 
‘he Persian Mehmundar” was 














Majesty 
© Mehinan 
‘Mureomanich 


















jember of an old Ghilan 






se 
il SjrinueRive vas accompanied by Lady Spring-Rice, Mr. \urling, Counei 
my, and Dr, Neligan, Legation doctor, 





or 














At 830 gate on the 26th September the “Mehmandar” and Mr, Churchill 
Rrpescn nian hoard the Shah's yacht to the steamer which had brought the 
Minister's party tram Baku, and pon whieh and were 








regeived hy His Majesty’s Minister aud Mr, Marl Ministers 
wearing *lovde” dress, 

‘The “Mebmandar,” after luving been prevented hy slr Churebill, briefly: 
| the object of his Mission, and congratulated His Majesty's Minister on his: 
val in Persia, After ai exchange of salutations the Minister's party, accompanied 
by the * Melniandar,” proceeded to laud at, Enzelli on board the Shah's yacht, to which 
the Union Jack had in the meantine been. transferred, 

‘The Minister was met on landing at Knzelli by Sardar Mansoor, K.C.M.G., the 
Governor of Buzelli, in full uniform, A guard of honour was drawn up and a salute of 
fiftcon gins vens fired. After a further exchange of salutations the Minister's party. 
again embarked on tho Shah's yacht and returning to the Baku steamer to take on board. 
Lady Spring-Rice and the rest of the party, start for Resht yas made at 104.1. ‘Tho: 
Jaucion was crossed in about halfunshour when the party was obliged to enter small 
native hunts to rench Piribazar, which is situated about 8 miles up a small river flowing: 
ho lagoon, Pivibazwe wis reached about mid-day, the whole party continuing to 
ir uniform, —Inaccordynce with the ircomanchai Protocol and general custom, the 
(or of Ghilan accompanied by the Notabilities of the provinee and a mounted 
escort met [Lis Majesty's Minister in) uniform at the landing place at Piribazar, ‘The 
“Mebimanday” introduced the Governor to His Majesty's Minister, who in his tum. 
introduced the members of his party. The Governor then introduced his own suite to 
His Majosty’s Minister. 

‘Mhe order of inarch was a follows :— 




















































First Cuvrigge—Siv Cecil Spring-Rice on the right, ‘The Governor of Ghilan on 
thie left, Mr, Churchill acting as interpreter, 
revnid Carriage, —Lauly Spring-Rice, anit 

‘Third Carviage—\bt, Marling, and the Bri 

lis Majesty's Minister having accepted the invitation of the « Mehmandar” to stay 
At his house at Resht, the Governor of Ghilan accompanied. him there, arriving at 

Ai) tudte, anid a few houts later: His Majesty's Minister resumed the Governor's visit in 
ordivaty ress. 









felimandar.” 
h Vice-Consul, 


















and His Majesty's Minister 
‘Peliran, accompanied 
. Dr. Nelizan, and Dr, Ismail 














Lat 3 rat. on the 20th September. ‘The Guvernor came out 
ie uswal suite to meet His Majesty's Minister, whom he 
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accompanied to the post station. His Majesty's Minister retuned the Governor's visit 
immediately. Ordinary dress was worn on both occasions. 

‘The arrival at ‘Tehran was arranged for the Ist October at 5 Pat, and a halt for the 
night was made at the last station in order to arrive in uniform at the indicated hour. 

His Majesty's Minister wore full dress uniform and was met a few miles from the 
town gates by two members of the Legation staiT who brought Royal carriages into which 
the Minister's pariy was transferred. 

‘Dhe remainder of the ceremonial followed general usage rather than the letter of 
the Protocol 

Paragraph 7, sentence 2, runs as follows :— 








«A chemin de la capitale ou du camp, son Excellence sera rencontrée par une 
grande députation du Schab, laquelle sera conduite par un des grands dignitaires de 
sa Cour, 








al garden outside the town gate, known as the Baghsi-Shah, the Minister 
of Police, by no means a high Court dignitary, with one or twa subordinate officials of 
the Foreign Office and the Lord Chamberlain's Department, together 
Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires, the stalf of His Majesty's Legation, and some 
representative members of te British community, ayaited the arrival of His Majesty's 
Minister, whom they aecompanied in yrocession to His Majesty's Legation, Some 
Royal footman preceded the first carriage containing His Majesty's Minister, the 
Minister of Police, and Abbas Kuli Khan, Assistant Oriental Secretary, acting as 
interpreter. 

‘A squadron of the Persian Cossack Brigade acted as escort, and drew up before 
the Legation gates. The whole party drove in crringes supplied by- Fis Majesty the 
Shab. 

Paragraph 9 of the Protocol states:— 




















“Le lendemain de son arrivée les Ministres du Roi et les grands dignitaires de le 
Couronne rendront visite 4 son Excellence, Le surlendemain elle aura son audience 
solennelle chez Sa Majesté le Sehab,”” 











ih’s health prevented the audience from taking place on the $rd instan® 
d for the following day. Royal carriages were, as before, sent for His 
fajesty's Minister and the Legation staff 
After the audience, His Majesty's Minister paid visits, in other apartments of the 
Palace, on the Grand Vizier and on the Naib-es-Sultanch (Minister for War, the Shah's 
‘younger brother), 
‘The usual presents were given by His Majesty's Minister, as follows-— 












Recipients | Proves ‘ie, 





Hig Imperial Majesty the Shab | Jewelled watch ond chain «| About 260%, 














= Gold eigarett 60h 
ei Silver deers 1 30h 
az fold watel and chain 851, 
Mehmand IDayeper ‘eh 
Dr, Iematl Khan, Gol wateh, 16), 18r, 
Nehaaar' eal sera Ser fut spans St 
of Shah's yachts» ver spoons in case. 
Contractor of Résht-Tehran Postal 
vice si fol Priam glumes ses 1h, 
Servants at Mehjuandar’s house at 
Reshe sees ae} 46 toma 
Band, Cossack ecoort, Conthmen, &e: 
(Reh) se ae) nn 45 toma, 








(Signed) G, P. CHURCHILL, 


Acting Oriental Secretary, 
‘Tehran, October 7, 1908, 


(ose 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 145. 
Speech hy Sir C. Spring-Rice on presenting his Credentials to the Shah. 
joint me as hia 


Nites ere 
present tlie Royal letter accrediting me in that eapacity 








‘anil T have now the honour to 
well as the letter r Sir Arthur Hardin; 

Like my predecessors m_otfice, it will be my earnest desire, i 
Sovereign's command, to continue and consolidate the close and cordial relatio 
have long subsisted between the Courts of Great Britain and Persia, 

In carrying out the commands of my August Sovereign, I rely with the fullest 
confidence on the friendly co-operation of the able Ministers to whom Your Majesty has 
intrusted the direeti 

In conclusion T would express the hope that Divine Providence may prosper your 
jesty’s labours on lichalf of your Empire and people, and may continue to bless Your 
jesty with a long, happy, and glorious reign, 











obedience to my 
which 




















(86256) 





No. 146. 





Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 
(No, 267.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 7, 1906, 
LT WAVE the honour to report tliat on the rd instant E ealled on the Ala-os- 








Saltinch, the Minister for Foreign Atfairs, His Highness, who, as you are aware, has 
igen for fifteen yours Porsiam Minister in Loniton, received me with great cordiality. 
J submit a brief résumé of a long conversation, 

Mis Highness said flut he wis most anvwilling to leave London, and that he jud 
only yietied to the pressure oxereised on him by the Shah and the Grand Vizier, Whe 
appointment was uot pleasinee to the Russians, but he had pointed ont that the Grant 
Vizivi's son was Ministor in St. Petorsburgl, and was regarded ay a decided: pi 
Kissin, so that is suppused English sympathies would, if they existed, be 

nterte 
Ho oxpressedl serout anxioty ax fo the pourparlers said to he 
‘uid aand Russia, Por years Bnetand had heen the natural and ne friend 
6} Povsin, Was she ening fo alaudon hor ancient ally to he il minded 
him of the explicit assurances made oth by Lord Lansdowne and yourself to him 
tly, dud asked him it im view oF These assiteances, he could believe that 
sity oF mi the integrity und 






















on betweon 









hanes hin views as to then 
ori, 








indoponlen 
Me said he bv 








Hits, bil there was indoubtedly a feelin 
ii the 1, snd esp als ni Hinglund, inorder to 
arrives Iniondiy arringemont with usin, xenural surrender of 
lier interest fn Porsia, OF, what woukl be even worse, would negotiate n pitttition of the 
Eipire into so venient term for a. veiled 
Protectorate, Was ug Ascreement with Russia on the 
model of the Morne Persia would seek wr 
salvation else ti i woul throw herself on Eusope, 
of the African 
in deciding hier 


doubt 


























ait contemplitt 
n Agreoinent with france + 
thin tu Hie ndyiew af i 













ints? Un that ease Pe ight of a ve 
fate, anil wonld appeal to the sympathies of the world at a 

Another matter whieh had deeply impressed the Shalt was the apparent apathy 
of Englund and Russia inthe matter of the frontier Agreement with ‘Turkey. So 
extreme hind now become the violence of the Turkish attitude that it was plain that 
the Persian Government woul! be obliged to have recourse to arbitration, He himself 
Would profer that of Sir NicholisO'Conon. He thought, however, that sonie independent 
Sovereign would be appealed to, and T understand from other quarters that the 
Sovereign in view is the Emperor William. 

A third and most serious consideration was suggested by the joint loan of which 
ho h ntly been informed. Did it mean, as some Said, that Russia hiad been 
obliged, owing to her thaneial necessities, to give up her former design (prosecuted up 
to the last moment, and defeated mainly owing to the opportune otfer of certain 
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Englis)i capitalists) of obtaining extortionate terms for a large advance, and had been 
compelled to have recourse to England? And had England submitted to the Russian 

ns, and consented to join hands with the Russian Government in coercing the 
ian Government? He reminded me 











ppreherisions, 
Swell as { eould, pofuting out the unequivocal nature 
ion that the first principle of English policy in 
pendence in the fullest sense of the word, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 






of your de 
Persia 9 














(36257) 





‘Tehran, October 7, 1906, 
Tealled on the 5th instant on the Russian Minister, who is still in his conn 
resides He received me with the greatest cordinlity. 
We discussed the nin genoral feriis, As you are aware, when in Russia 
is an advoeate of the Agreement with Englind, mainly on Buropean grounds, 
1 did not gather from his conversation that his views lind changed; but he has 
undoubtedly, whatever sre his intentions, found the traditions of his office and the 
sympathies of his suboriiuiates a considerable obstue uz out the polioy of 
conciliation which is so much to be desired, 
th regand to the joint loan, he said he would imme 
n consultation with M. Rabino of the: I 
willl draw: iy 
the li 





y 


























ely: take the m 
peril Bank, and. my 
nd submit a scheme for {hie reasonable control of 
ity augrénion, ‘Nhe necessities of te Government ave 
mu i jroving fo our satisfaction that the 
eally require; in mind the necessity of an acount 
definition of our guarantee, in view of the doubts which have ith roan 
to the Gulf ports, trust that no difficulty will arise: in this: « ions but hit 
oes, T fear we shall have to insist on n satisfactory settleme 


thew in 












expenditure 
suiel that there 






























M. Hartwig spoke of the question of splieros of interest, Me said that the pvt 
objection to this proposal was that if it came to be known to the Persians, ib would 
infallibly throw them into the arms of Gorminy, while it would bo an endless 
cause of difficulty between the Governments of England and Tissia, ‘Tho best 
course to take, in his opmnion, was a sprite Convention dealing with saihways, 


telozraplis, dc, To this the Persian Governinent could not object, and it would leave 
no opening for disputes as to what was or was not an infraction of this shadowy 
expression “influence.” 

T told him that T had despatched the t 
Majesty's Consular officers in P ‘omipeniting them toadopt a eonei 
attitude towards their Russia 9 es dnd he said he would send sin 
instructions, The cord x betweer our Consular officors was, he suid, 
especially necessary at Tabrcez, where the Valighd’s attitude was of so much 
importance, 

We did not enter speci 








sim, copy of which T ineto 


to This 

























ally into any: of the questions now pending hetweon our 
Governments in this country, We parted on the most friendly terms and with muttal 
surances of the desire to facilitate the task of our Governments by the personal 
ations of ourselves and of our respuctive subordinates. 
Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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Tnclosure in No. 147, 





ir C, Spring-Rice to Hix Majesty's Consular Officers in Persia 


ty ay P. October 8, 1906. 
rar TR Ol His Majonty’s,Govorament are negotiating wit ‘Russia with a view toa 
general settlement of Persian affairs, it is desirable that during the cout 


ons the Consular officers of both Powers should desist from their ancient 








Oa callould dh your atmest to retrain (rom any action which. might- appear 





ion on his part which, in your 
ests should be carefully reported as 





unfriendly to your Russ 
opinion, would be th 
heretofore, 











(36259) No. 148. 
ir C. Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Girey.—(Received October 29.) 


Tehran, October 71000. 

ERSTAND that the question of providing a doctor for the Bakhtiari 
Pe EN IRR tlece Ok correteeoues between Mr. Grant Dafl and the 
Govermnont of Tdi, nt thatthe Khans, when recently in Tehran, informed Mr, Grant 
Dal that they ha no need of the services of a spect European doetor, as they. coal 
‘always summon one incase of necessity. ‘They were probably actuated inthis by BS 
fear that any doctor supplied by ws woold exercise politcal rather than medieal 
fanetions, anil alao by the fact that the more ignorant Persians are apt to een 
Buropean medical men in eases of outbr jidemics with a considerable degree o 
ae ve the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Report on the subject which et 
doen addressed to His Majesty's ( Seneral at Buse by the British Aeting Consul 
AL Keminnsha ‘This Report has presumably beow forwarded to the Goverment 
Inulin, who ill doubtless uniate vith me should they intend to take any further 
step in the water, Although the Khans, when here, showed no desire to have a 
doctor of their own, [understand that not lays been thelr attitude, to 
the question, and in any case Captain Crossle's suggestion that separate niedica 
men should he appointed to Ahwaz and Kermanshah seems worthy of serious 
consideration, 





(No. 260.) 
Si 





Khi 



































T have, &e. 
(Signed) OECIL SPRING-RICE. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 148. 


Acting Consul Crossle to Major Cox. 
(No.1) 


Kermanshah, August 14, 1906. 
"1 HAVE the honour to inelose herewith — 





1, A Report concerning the appointment of a doctor to the Bakhtiari Khans, 
2. Some notes on the doctors at present practising in the Bakhtiari country. 
3, Some notes on the commoner diseases met with in Bakhtiarista 
I ke. 
Signed) HI, CROSSLE, M-D., Captain, L.M.S., , 
Sex Consular Surgeon, Kermanshah and Arabistan, 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 148, 


Acting Consul Crossle to Major Coz. 


Sir, Kernanshah, August 12, 1906, 
T HAVE the honour to make the following Report concerning the appointment 
of a doctor ty the Bakhtiari Khans :— 


Unfortunately | did not meet the Khans during my tour through Bakhtiaristan, 
with the exception of the Salar Arfa and the Moin Humayun, I have, however, asked 
Captain Lorimer to send ina Report after he has sounded the Khans. 1 have no 
doubt whatever but that the appointment would be a popular one both with tho Khans 
and the people, 

The appointment eould be made in one of the tolloing ways :— 


1. A doctor could be sent from the Missionary Hospital at Ispaham, Tt. in 
however, thought undesirable to encourage missionary enterprise to meet this need. 

2. A doctor could be engaged from one of the medical seliools at home tor a certain. 
number of years, It would be inadvisable to have a man completely at. the beck and 
call of the Khans, as lie would be if paid by them. On the other hand 1 yery much 
doubt if the Khans would be prepared to pay a sufficiently large sum of money to 
secure a reliable man, 

3, A doctor might be appointed to look after the Khans, and at the same time act 
fs political officer with them, 

4. When the Consular Surgeon for Kermanshah and Arabjstan was frst appointed 
it was proposed that he should act as doctor to the Bukhtintis, Circumstances, 
however, made it necessary that his head-quarters should be at Kermanshab, and 30 the 
idea fell through. It will be agreed that the present appointment of Consular Surgeon 
to both the Kermanshah and Ahwaz Consulates is an impossible one to fulfil natise 
factorily. If the appointment were divided into two—one Indian Medical Service man 
being appointed to the Aliwaz Vico-Consulate and another to Kermanshah—the doctor 
at Ahwaz could have the Bakhtiaris under his special charge, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) HU. CROSSLE, M.D, 
Consular Surgeon, 
































tain, LMS, 
‘ermanshah and Arabistan, 





Inclosure 8 in No, 148, 
Notes respecting Doctors at present practising in the Bakhtiari Country. 


THERE are at present three doctors working in the Bali 
names are Stephen, Paul and Balak, 

Stephen isan Armenian who was taught in the Ispaban Mission School, He is a 
man of about 35 years of age, and for the past three years has been acting as medical 
attendant to the Salar Arfa, His salary is 250 tomans per annum, Dut with present he 
calculates that he makes about 500 tomans, He also attends the other Khans and 
their relations, but complains that though he is only the Salar's doctor, they expect lim 
to attend them for nothing. Professionally he secms to be fairly well up in his work, 
and appears to be an intelligent man. 

Paul is also an Armenian who was educated at Ispahan, under Dr, Carr, He is 
over 40 years of age, He has a dispensary in Ispahan where he practises, During the 
summer he tours through Bakhtiaristan spending about two months on the road and two 
months around Chigaklior, the summer residence of the Khans, During that time he 
Teckons that he makes some 300-400 tomans, His fees are 3 krans for medicines 
sufficient for two days, and 1 toman a verskht if called to see a case at a distance, He 
seems to have a fair knowledge of his work, 

Balak is the man about whom there was some correspondence lately. He had 
arrived at Chigakhor on the 1st July, but left. suddenly on the 2nd so I was unable to 
mieet him. From Stephen's aecount of him, which is prejudiced, he isan outrageous 
quack, From Kila Tul, where he was (or the spring months, he went to Julfay and 
lately has been practising in the Chahar Mahal, 





country, "Their 
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Tnelosure 4 in No. 148. 
Noles on the Commoner Diseases met with in Bakhtiariston. 


MALARIA is very common, especially in the valleys during the months of August 
to Octolier, ‘Ihe tertian type is most frequently met with, but one occasionally sees 
eases of quotidian and quarian fever, Asa rule the fever is trivial and responds readily 
to quinine, 

Mosquitoes are abundant in the marshy ground at 
A, Gulifacies, A. Rossii, A. Maculipennis, and A. Theobaldi. 

Cholera: During the epidemic three years ago, Bakhtiaristan did not escape 
though the epidemic was not very violent." Stephen informed me that in the villages 
where he yas staying, forty died out of a population of 500, 

Small-pox aevasionally occurs, but one does not notice the same 
fs one docs in India, During an epidemic children are inoculated, Some of the virus 
ig taken from a pustule, dried and kept for some time in an, unnecessarily dirty condition, 
Hence, when used, seeptic wounds are common. his is also a fertile field for the 
apread of syphilis.’ Vaccination is not practised. 

‘Nyphus: Paul described a ginall outbreak which occurred last year, an 
told se of a for of fever at present fairly common which, in many wa, 
typhus, 

Influenza: ‘There is at present a fair amount prevalent, ‘The bronchitis form is 
most conmon and has the greatest mortality. ‘The pyrexial, abdominal, and cerebral 
forms are also to be found, 

s is prevalent among all classes, but especially among the Kans, C 
rupia, and ulecration, are frequently met with. Congenitaleaes are to lie seen, 

Gonorrhea is connnon, and thought of little account 

Consumption is not frequent owing to the compulsory open-air life the people lead, 
1 have, howe {with some cases among the ladies of the Zenanas, 

Bronchitis: Nearly all the men seem to suffer from bronchitis, more or less, 

Paeumnonia is very common in the cold weather, and has a large morta 

Pleurisy is not so common, 

Dyspepsia and ‘constipition are universal, and due to overeating and want of 
exercise, 

‘Tape—round ant thread-wornis are execedingly commonly met with in both 

dren and grown-up people, Several of the hotties which were brought to me 

1, were labelled * Santonin,”” 

Rheumatism is common owing to the exposed life the people live, and the seauty 
clothing they: wear i 

Rezema is common aud very intractable. 

storia is prevalent amonie the Tndies of the Zenanas. 

ula, wout, and kidney troubles, aro met among the Khaus. é 
Bye cviiplaints arc, cousidlering everything, not very common, Granular lids, and 

sulting in leucoma, are met with. ‘Phey do not seem so common as further 
south in Arabistan, where the soil is sandy. 
j, Cataract is common. I is treated by needling with a piece of iron, Result is 
very bad, but, in some cases, partia! vision is obtained. Cataract Js also treated by 
disfocating: the lens backwards into the vitreous, 

‘he following is the way in which broken limbs are treated :— 














igakhor. Here, I found 

















igus of tine disease 
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Sune exes are cooked in urine and smeared on the 
Substance (composition tinknowh) is spread like @ plaster on a dirty cloth, Wooden 
splints without pads ute then applied, and the whole very tightly bandaged. As a result 
the lim} svells. his, to them, is « sign that the bone'is uniting. After three days the 
bandage is gradually loosened, and after ten days the splints are removed and the 
patient allowed to walk, Restlt; dead hone, permanent ardema, and painful limbs, 
hosides deformity: 


b, ‘Thon’ some sticky 

















Women’s diseases: Boys, 12 0 145 girls, 8 to 10 years when they marry. As 
rule they cohabit at once. swenstrustion hegins to 12 years, lists 5 to 12 days. It 
paintul often amongst the upper classes, but uot in the lower classes. Menopause 
about 50. y 

Atcchild-birth only women are admitted, ‘There are so-called professional women 
Who attend the pat he cord is cut immediately, Not much attention is paid to 
the plicenita, Itisnot examined, It long delayed the stomach is rubbed. In extreme 

















107 





cases the hand is introduced and the placenta removed. No antisepties or washings 
are employed. A binder is commonly used, In prolonged Iabour the hand is introduced 
and the presenting part pulled down, In extreme cases the child is removed piecemeal, 
Puerperal fever is yery uncommon, Dysmenorrlicea, leucorrhasa, &e., are common, 
Among the poorer classes the mother gets up almost at once, Ladies aet up third 
day and go to the bath, ‘The child is tied up like a mummy, swathed in clothes, and 
then tied tou board with the object of preventing its limbs becoming bent, 
Total number of eases treated —367, 

















(36260) No, 149. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receivedt October 29.) 


(No. 261.) 

Sir, Tehran, October 7, 1906, 

1 HAD the honour to telegmph to-day that His Majesty the Shah had 
agurated the opening of the Persian National Assembly by teeviving the Tehran 









Deputies in formal audience. 







hie members of the Corps Diplomatique were invited to attend the ceremony, and 
x special apariment in the Palace was placed at their disposal from which a view 
of the proceedings could be obtained. 

‘ho principal High Priests and a large gathering of the clergy awaited His 
Majesty inn separate room together with the Ministers of State, the Court. officials 
and thé Kajar Princes. When. ilis Majesty entored, supported by two Chamberlains, 
the assembly rose, but His Majesty il thee clenzy to resume their seats, 

he Tnmperial address, w somewhat long and rambling document, was thon read by 
‘high Court official and ran briefly as follows 





























eved. On 
uuspicious as being oponed and the heads of the 
would co-operate with the Imperial Ministers in bringing about reforms for the 
prosperity and progiess of the State, casting: aside all personal rations. They 
would also see that the hovs of Ishin were curried out. His Majesty: concluded 
by, impressing on the Assembly the grave responsibilities of their position and 
joining upon them the obligation under which they stood to devote their enersies 
faithfully to the intorests of the sovercign and the nati th had elected thom; 
and reminded them that the interests of each ind identical with Is. 
Majesty’s own, and that His Maj abjects were his own children, 




























At the conclusion of the aildress every one shouted “Tong live the Shah,” and 
after a few moments the Shah retired and thie Assembly withdroy, 

Tam informed that Mis Majesty, who until then had remained silent, exclaimed, 
in the presence of his courtiers as soon as the ceremony was over: Gott be praised, 
T have at Inst attained my long desired object. If T wore to dio now, there 
no other project which I should desire to see realized.” 

T should explain that the above necount of the proceedings was supplied to 
Mr. Clhurehill subsequently by an eye-witness of the whole ceremony, ‘The Imperial 
address could not he heard from the room in whieh the Corps Diplomatique was 
gssombled, nor could we soe His Majesty although the shonts of applause were plainly 
audible and appenreil to he characterized hy enthusiasm, 

Tt will he remembered that tho Blection Regulations were signed on the 
10th September, and that their general features were as follow: 


1. General election all over Persia by yote. 

2, The Tehran district to elect about sixty-four Members, 

8, The provinces to elect from six to twelve Members each, in all about 160 
Members. 

4, Electors to have one vote and to vote in only one elass, 

5. Immunity of Members from prosecutions with certain stipulated exeeptio: 

6. Government officials to yote but not to be eligible as Members unless they give 
up their Government appointment. 

7. Tlie Assembly to mest as soon as the Tehran Members are elected and not 
to await the provincial elections, 































































8. The Tehran Members to clect a President, Vice-President, &e., and to sit 
immediate 

The ele 
the Nobles and 









took pl ses, namely, the Princesand Kajars 4, the elergy 4, 
racy 4, landowners 10, merchants 10, and the guilds 30. ‘The 
total number of electors did not exceed a few hundred in h lass. 

In « of the conditions cited above the Assembly was empowered to commence 
its sittings without further delay, and the day tlie formal opening by Ilis Majesty, 
the first formal sitting was held. Dowleh, who heen elected by the 
aristocmey, was appointed President, and Haji Amin-ul-Zarb, a prominent and worthy 














































merchant e of the Viee-Presidents, 

Sani-ed-Dowleh is a brother of Mukliber-ed-Dowleh, K.C.I.B , the ex-Minister of 
Telegraphs. He was educated at Berlin and is kuown for his enlightened and 
Progressive views, His name has’ been before the Foreign Office in connection with 
the Antomobile Concession of th Arthur Hardinge’s despatch 
No, 137 of the 24th July, 1904), -law of the Shab, and has held many 





high Government offices including the Ministry of the Treasury, the Mint, Posts, 
but does not at present hold a Government office, ‘The election of Sani-ed-Dowleh as 
President of the Council bodes well for its future, though of course it is impossible, at 
this early stage, to make a forecast of any practical value, According to the opinion 
of an experience and enlightened Persian, whom I have known for many years, the 
effect of the convocation of this new Assembly will not for some time be of a very 
practical charncter. Apart from the inexperience of the Members the interests 
ab stake aie so conflicting and diverse that a great deal of underhand opposition from 
many and probably unsuspected quarters will have to be got over before any useful 
work can be done by such body. 
It will, therefore, probably 
Council will he more than a 
its present embryonic st 
‘Dhe present idea of the promote 
with tho examination of adminis oe and finan 
estoring financial equilibrium anil to eventually fre 
ign debt, 























oroly 








to form Committees charged 
al questions, 2 view to 
the country from the burden 






Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRT 





}-RICE. 











(36262) No. 150. 
Sah Sir ©. Spriny-Rice to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 
Sin 


‘Tehran, October 7, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a despatch addtessed to 
Mr, Grant Dui? by the British Viee-Consul at Resht, reporting on the recent manifesta. 
tion of the reform movement in that town, when a large number of persons sought 
rofiuge in the British: Viee:Consulate 

Aa Mr. Grant Dull informed you in his telegram No, 261 of the 2uth ultimo, 
the refuzees hd already left the Viee-Consulate at Resht before my arrival there, 

The demonstrations at Tabrees and Resht were probably occasioned by the attempt 
of the reaetionary party: here to confine representation on the National Assembly to the 
capital, and by «suspicion that the provitices were to be ignored generally. Vanity 
had also much to do with it, the larger provincial towns fecling that it was derogatory 
to thir dignity to be outdone on so important an occasion by the people of ‘Tehran. 

The Grand Vizier assured Mr. Grant Duff (see his telegram No, 256 of the 
24th ultimo) that copies of the Shah's Reseript and of the Regulations for the Assembly 


had beon forwarded to all the prov tis therefore to be hoped that 
no more of these troublesome dem 


1 propose to approve Mr, Me 


































istrations will occur, 
y's proceedings. 
Thave, &e 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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Inclosure in No. 150. 
Vice-Consul Messercy to Mr. E, Grant Duff. 


Resht, September 18, 1906, 

AVE the honour to report that a number of Mollahs, merchants, small and 
owners, and others have taken “hast” at this Consulate, seeking the assistance of your 
influence for the redress of the wrongs of which they complain. 

In the first instance the refugees, composed chiefly of small land-owners, had come 
‘ou account of personal grievances and complained of injustice at the hinds of the 
Governor, Salar Akram, and his entourage. Veing wiaile to persuade them to depart, T 
aivised you by telegram, and also advised: the Governor, both privately and officially, 
throush the Karguzar. 

he Karguzar at ouce came to the Consulate and interviewed the principal 
malcontents, but was uvahle to influence them in any way, ‘This was on Sunday, the 
26th instant, 
then the refugees have bee ising in number, and are now for the most 
part actusted by public spirit rather than private grievances, They informed me on the 
morning of the 17th instant that their quarrel was with the Persian Government rather 
than with the local Governor, and they wished to solicit vour assistance in obtaining 
constitutional freedom and ju Province of Ghilan, As stated in the Petition 
which I have the honour to inclose, they conceive that the promised reforms have been 
withheld after all, or that they are limited to Tehran, T had the honour to advise you 
of this by telegram, and 1 also acquainted the Governor with the fact that ‘the 
agitation was against the Central Government rather than against him personally. 

‘ast night the throng of refugees was increased by a number of respectable 
merchants (of very good standing) and Mollahs led by the Hessameule{slam, ‘The 
Jntter told me that their object was to co-operate with the reformers in ‘Tehran, and. to 
seck the assistance of your influence in obtaining for Versin the benefits of n constitu 
tional Government, and in removing the obstacles now in the way, 

‘Dhe Imanm Juma did nov come in person, but sent to vssure me that the movement 
had his support, and that he was co-operating with the Hessam-ul-Islam and the other 
agitators, 

‘he Hessam-ul-Islan and other leaders did not remain on the Consulate premises, 
but L understand that they are trying t rent a house opposite, where they may take 
up their quarters, ‘The number of refugees would be much greater but for the limited 
space available, 

I may mention that the principal Mujtehid, Haji Khommami, sent a relation of his 
(a well-known Mollai) to suggest that Haji Khomniami and myselt’ should jointly 
adjudicate on any differences between the Governor and the malcontents, this being on 
Sunday night, when the grievances in question were chiefly personal, I replica that I 
had no authority to take such a course, but that I would communicate his wishes to you, 
should he desire me todo so, ‘This, however, Haji Khommami did not wish, on account, 
he stated, of the delay entailed by reference to ‘Tehran, 

‘he situation is therefore briefly this: the original refugees, some twenty in 
number, have personal grievances, the others apparently have not, The movement is a 
popular one, the important personages of the district are holding back, nob 
unnaturally, as they would be losers by an altered régime and the introduction of 
reforms. It is significant that the wealthiest Mujtchids take no part in the 
movement. 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) B, MESSERVY. 





(36263) No. 151, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receined October 29.) 


264.) 
‘Tehran, October 11, 1906, 
IY is, of course, too early for me to give any opinion on the general situation. I 
e, however, to submit the following observations 
What he the immediate practical effect of the new popular institution, there 
appear 9 be Tite doubt tha its the outward sign of & considerable ehange trough 
f1682] 2F 
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Tehran, October 11, 1906, 
1 interesting: repo 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 152, 


ConsulzGeneral Wratisliw to Mr. E, Grant Duf 

(No.9, Confidential) eae 

IN supplement to my telograms concerning the recent agitation at Tabreez, | 
have the lioviour to submit the following details and remarks; 

‘Although vague rumours of an intended demonstration had alrea 
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ears, it was not till Monday the 17th instant that I heard anythin 
afternoon of that day a British subject informed me that he bad 
the street by a, to him, unknown Seyyid, who asl 
General would consent to give asylum to persons wishing to. demonstrate in favour of 
the Constitution. Tat once teleztaphed to His Majesty’s Legation to ask what course 
Ishionld pursue im such an event, but it was not until alter siumset on the next day 
that i received your telegram instructing me to do all Lcould to dissuade intending 
refugees, but that in case of failure to do so T must receive them. Barly next morning 
while | vas still in bed Iwas informed that about thirty persons, mostly Seyyids and 
Mollahs, had come to the Consulate and announced their intention of st As soon 
as Twas dressed I requested them to send in thieir spokesinen to explain mutters to 
and two men presented themselves: one was a certain Seyid Hashim, a * Pishiamaz”™ 
(leailer of prayers at the Mosque), who proved to be the’ prowoter and leader of the 
movement, aud the other a Mollah of no particular importance. In reply to my 
question they stated that they had come to put themselves urider the protection of ‘the 
Rrilish flay asa sign of protest against the delay in granting the Constitution and in 
gider to support the action of the popular purty at Mehran, T pointed out to them 
that His Majesty’s Legation was already doing all tliat was possible to effect a 

settlement at head-quarters, and that local action at Tabreez seemed to me 
® quite superfluous, ‘They replied that they had been taunted with being slack 
(“Dixghairet”) in the national cause, that it behoved Azerbaijan as the largest and 
Fichest provinee in Persia to show that it was not behindhand, and finally tat they 
proposed to stay in the Consulate unless [ turned them out, 

Under these 1 could only give them permission to remain, but I told 
them plainly that [would not haye my house made a base for disorderly conduct and 
that they must be particularly careful to avoid everything that could possibly lead to 
disturbances directed against the Armenians, If anything of the sort happened, T 
should tun then mediately, ‘Ihey replied that they quite understood this, and 
that the Arm ready been assured that they need be under: no apprehension 
Whatever, ‘This was perfeetly true, aid trom first to last the Arimenians appeared to 
Took on the demonstration with complacency and some even subscribed to the canpnigt 
funds, 

At midday the bazaars were closed, and henceforward the population came 
eronding to. the Consulate y increasing numbers, till towards the end there must 
at times have been 15,000 to 20,000 men on the Consulate premises, in. the adjacent 
Mosque, and in the neighbouring streets which were often quite impassable, ‘Nhe fist 
night only about 50 persons slept at the Consulate, the next night 100, and alter that 
from 250 to 300. 

‘They passe the night, some packed like sardines, fn four empty sooms whieh T put 
At their disposal, others in two large tents I had erected in the garden aud hack-yard, 
While those of lower degree slept on the gronnd in the open air, A. kitchen was 
extemporized in the stableyard, and no difficulty: was experienced vith the come 
missurint, 

On the afternoon of thy 19th the Valiahd sent the Karguzav to aseortain what the 
Tefligees wanted ond to try to persuade them to leave the Consulate, Me failed 
Completely, and 1 understand that he was told some unpleasant truths regarding. the 
light in which his complacency towards the Russian Consulate is regarded by his 
‘compatriots, 

Next day the old-established Mujtehids of the town repaired to one of the Mosques 

f sympathy with the movement, ayd dispatched thence the telegram to ‘Rehan, 
whieh | forwarded to His Majesty’s Legation, In the evening tlie Valiahd informed 
me, through Mr. Vice-Consul Stevens whom [ sent to the Palace at His Imperial 
Highness’ request, that hie intended to. open the bazaars by force, but he fortunately 
made no attempt to execute this very imprudent threat, 

On the morrow Mirza Hassan Agha, the Imam Juma, and other Mujtehids repaired 
to the Mosque near the Consulato which they henceforward daily attended till the 
srisis was over. ‘They had proposed to come to the Consulate, but were told that they 

nul have no precedence over their juniors, a condition which their sense of their own 
dignity did not allow them to accept: 

‘This day the Valiahd seems to have become seriously alarmed and dismissed his 
protégé Saad-el-Mulk, the Boglerbeghi (May FY of the town and the ehiot member at 
the grain ring, whose oppression had rendered him detested hy everyone, He took 
refuge at the Palace. It was also reported that the soldiers in camp outside the toivn 
were talking of joining in the demoustration, and the Valiahd accordingly distributed 
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tiongst them a donation of 7 krans (3s. 1d.) per head. I warned Seyid Hashen that 
he must discourage the soldiers in every way aud he promised to do so, but on the 22nd 
they seut a deputation to say that they proposed to come to the Consulate. At my 
urgent request, they vere told to wait a few days before taking any snch step. 

‘The Valichd heeame aware of what was going on in the camp and summoned me 
to the Palace, He appeared much nyitated and legged me to do all I could to get the 
people away from the Consnlate and induce them to open their shops, I assazed 
His Imperial Highness that 1 was as anxious as him If to te dangerous a 
situation, hut i€ was worse than useless for me to turn them out to riot in the street 
and that they would not go of thefr own accord till a satisfactory answer of some sort 
was received from Vehiran. 

On the 28rd the situation seemed worse than ever, Reports eame to me that the 
iMlfecling towards the Valiahd yas inereasing, and that the demonstrators were 
Heginiing to despair at re = no replies to their telegrams to Tehran (for some 
reason or otlier none eaywe until all was over) and were determined to proceed to any 
extroinity sather than confess themselves beaten. Further a messenger came from the 
camp to say that the soldiers were on the point of starting for the Consulate, and 
though thiy were again persuaded not to do so, the very idea of 3,000 half-starved 
villaers who recognised neither Seyid Hashim nor me nor anything, but their empty 
bellies flooding the Armenian quarter in the centre of which the British Consulate is 
situated, was most alarming, [accordingly sounded Seyid Hashim as to his willingness 
to come to terms and found him quite ready to fall in with my ideas, He was evidently 
alarmed at the way in which the movement he had started was developing and felt that 
it was getting Veyond his control, At the same time {did not wish to appear as the 
spokestnan of the refuzees, and felt that it would be better tor any suggestion to come 
from the Valiand, 1 accordingly wrote a private note to a fend at the Palace 
Auggesting that he should adyise the Valiahd to propose the terms 1 mentioned and 
ask me to try ti secure a settlement, ‘This he evidently did with very great tact, for 
whew Las senc for next moming the Valiaid put torward my proposals as his ossn and 
Hexued me to persuade the peovle to open the bazaars ani leave only twenty or so of 
their number iv '* hast” at the Consilate, and he added that he himself would give me 
his. word of honour that no-one should he molested for any share in the agitation, He 
aided that T could assure the people in his name that he was not in the least opposed to 
the grouting of a Coustitution. If I could effect a settlement on these lines His 
Imperial Highness said 1 should render « great service to Persia and to himself, 

J replied that | would do my utinost and had hopes of success, but that | thought that 
it would! bo necessary for me to have His Imperial Highness’ assurances in writing, 
‘Nhe Valiahd eagerly promised to embody them in a letter to me, and I returned to the 
Consulate, whore Fspent several hours in endeavouring to persiade a Committee of the 
reliizecs to accept the Valiahd’s proposals. 
members of much more intractable than the e 
agreed to accept them, with the addition of permission to illuminate the town and an 
ujdertaking from the Valiahd that he would inform the other towns of Azerbaijan of 
the concessions made to the people, ‘They, however, stipulated that they should be 
oflicially informed by the Grand Vizier of the granting of the Constitution, and that a 
tolegrain to this effect should he sent to them through His Majesty's Legation, After 
some argument, | induced them to promise that they would be satisfied if the Grand 
Vizier sont the telegram direct, and on ation that he liad done so. 
‘The Valiahd readily accepted, the fresh conditions imposed, and promised to get the 
Grand Vizier to send the required telegram, 

We waited ull next day and nothing eame, and on the 26th things again looked very 
Dad, Very violent speeches were made in the Mosque against: the Valiahd, who was 
now practically abandoned in his Palace, and the crowd seemed to he getting out of 
Tuund and really fo proceed to any extremity. A number of the horscnien forming the 
Valinhd’s hodyguard deserted, the telephouw employés struck, and were followed by 
those of the elsctrie light establishment. 1 therefore again entered into communication 
with the Valiahd, to finally undertook in the evening to procure a telegram from the 
Shah himself, the draft of which was approved by the Committee, He was so contident 
of success that he begged me to be at the Palace at 8 4,st. on the morning of Thursday 
the 27th instant, to receive it, 

Tn the evening au incident ocenrred whi 
Soyid Hashim went round to the Mosque, and while there was set upon by some men 
the Imam Juma, who lad been suborned to assault it not to kill him. He only eseaped 
hy the intervention of one of my Sowars, wlio liappened io be in the street, and who 
























































































‘No wy surprise 1 found the mereantile 
esiastical element, but finally they 














































jzht have had very serious consequence 



















































; Crowds of men instantly rushed to the Consulate, some to seck refuge 
against the anticipated riot, others—mostly Seyils anxious to reecive orders to avenge 
the outrage on their leader. It was only the personal intervention of Mr. Stevens and 
myself, aided by the good sense of the Seyid when he recovered) his self-possession, that 
a serious outbreak was qverted, g 

We passed a very anxious night, and early noxt morning I repaired to the Palace, 
only to find that the, promised telegram hadi nob arrived, ‘The Valiahd sent, mossago 
afier message to Tehran, andi [stayed on at the Palace as I feared the impression which 
my return emply-landed to the Consulate vould produce. It was not till past midday 
tuat the Siiah’s telegram was received, when armed with this and the Valiatd’s letter & 
returned tothe Cousulate, he Committee made no difficulty about accepting them 
as suflicient satisfaction, and Seyid Hashin in a very able speech dismissed the people 
who went off proying and shouting to open their shops which liad heen closed for nine 
days. The Valiahd’s letter and the Shah's telegram were also read to the poople,in the 
Mosque. 

The town has heen nightly laminated sinee and the Valighd lias, 1 understand, 
Kept his promise of informing the provinees, Yesterday he receiyed moxt cordially 
deputation which called to,return thanks, and he repeated his assurance that he would 
do all in hi are the suecessfil working of the Constitution, 

ion, 80 far as Thave been able to ascertain, was the work of the 
4 number of the younger “ollahs, gnd with the, countenaneo and 






























‘ wosity displayed! towards the Valiahd was one of ity most striking features, 
His Imperial Highness is held, aud { fear justly, respovsible for the shocking mis: 
government and appression vitich has been th rule under hia nogime, ets knw Go 
have openly expressed his disapproval of tle concessions made by the Shah to the 
people, and is reported: to have declared his intention of withdrawing. them w 
ascends the throne, He certainly suppressed the telegram announcing the 
Reseript, which was obviously intended to have been communicated th the publi 
has now had his lesson and it is to he hoped that he will piofit hy it, He has f 
that it does not pay to neglect his duties, and as he is by no means devoid of ability 
there is some hope that he may, turn over a new leaf, His Tmperial Highness his 
repeatedly expressed his gratitude tome for my interference, 

Another poiit which struck me was the violent anti-Russian fecling which 
irevailed, and his truckling to Russia was not the least of the chares brought against 
the Valinid. Dknew that the Russians had made themselves unpopular in this pro 
{hut T had no idea how bitterly all classes of the population detested them, 

The behaviour of the people throughout was simply admirable, It is truv that the 
Committee which seemed to be supplied with unlimited junds made regular distributions 
of bread aud money to the poorer amongst them, but even allowing for this the alisence 
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of the slightest disorder was very remarkabl 
1 inelose copies of the Stih's telegram and of the Valiahd’s letter to mo. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW: 
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in No. 152, 






Telegram from the Shah to the Valiahd, 





Destikhat of the Shah, 


(Lrauslation ) 


slation) 8th Shudgn, 1824, 
TO the inhabitants of Azerbaijan, throngh the Valiahd, I liave granted you. the 
National Assembly and the Regulations thereof, and let the Delegates of the ity, of, 
Tabreez and the other provinces come to elitan and set to work, ani a complete 
pardon shall be granted to those who took refuge in the British Consulate, 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 152. 


The Valiahd to Consul-General Wratislow. 

(Jranslation,) 
‘Mr W law, Consul-General, 8th Shaban, 1324. 

‘THE four Articles which the population demanded, 1 have signed, sealed, and 
given according to the Shah's orders. ' have sent the Shah's Destikhat about 
establishing the Chamber and carrying out the regulation which has just reached me, 
80 that you should give it to the population that they may all know and be grateful, 
and as they have agreed let them safely go and open the bazaar and pursue their 
business, 


(Signed) Valiad of Persia, 


Article 1, On behalf of His Majesty the Shah and on my own behalf T guarantee 
to those who have taken refuge in the Consulate and in the Mosque that they shall be 
forgiven and shall suffer absolutely no molestation from the Government or others for 
what they have done, 


(Signed by the Valiald.) 


Article 2. [ confirm and will carry out the National Assembly whieh has been 
granted (0 the natives of Persia hy His Imperial Majesty the Shah, and it shall be made 
Known to the provinces, 

; (Signed by the Valiahd.; 


Article 3, Hyery one in Tabrecz an the Provinces of Azerbaijan shall illuminate in 
honour of the granting of the National Assembly which is the foundation of the ricliness 
and prosperity und progiess of the nation, 

(Signed by the Valiatul,) 


Aiticle 4. They must decide soon on the election of their Delegates, in order that 
the Representatives of Tabreez and of the other provinces may be named and start for 
‘Vohran. 


(Signed liy the Valiahd,) 


‘These four Articles whieh were written are correct, ae 
Signed and sealod by the Valiahe.) 
Thursday, Sth Shaban, 1324, 





(86265) 
Sin ( Spring-Riee to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recetved October 29.) 


(No, 260, Coutidential,) 
Sir, Tehran, October 11, 1906. 
of two Reports furnished hy 
wation, on the state of the Shah's 
up by the foreign and Persian 
consul 
1 not competent fo express an opinion on the medical details contained in 
tliose reports, but everything oes to show that His Majesty's condition is very serious, 
find, as ady informed you in my account of my audience, his appearance is 
that of a dying man, 
Intrigue is vife in the Palace, about His Majesty’s health as about everything else, 
nil that the recent consultations of numerous doctors were manuyred by 
Is without giving die notice to His Majesty's usual medieal attendants, and 
that this has ereated considerable 
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‘The medical men are very cautious about venturing on any decided prophecy as 
to the probable duration of the Shah's life, but I gather that they are practically 
unanimous in the opinion that he cannot last more than a few months, and may 
collapse at any time and die in a few days. 

On the other hand, Dr. Lindley, tle Shal’s regular doctor, while acknowledging 
in private that His Majesty's condition is very grave, affects in public to. believe 
that he will recover. and that he will he able to go to Burope in the sp 

‘Phe Shah has not been told of the seriousness of his condition, 

Thinve, & 
(Signed) CKCIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 16) 
Dr. Scott to Mr, E. Grant Duff, 


Sir, Tehran, September 26, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that a mejlis was hurriedly called to-day by 

the Vazir Durbar to consider the state of is Imperial Majesty’s health, 
» first occasion for a considerable number of yenrs that. mejlis has 
the Motamen-el: Haram and several othor personal servants of 
nsidered that he was not receiving proper treatment from his private 
ins; henee the reason of the present consultation 
following European ¢ ‘were present, vi 
shard, Grorges, Regling, Lindley, Scott, hesides some ten native physicians, 
including the Alam-ed-Dowleh. 

Before proceeding Majesty, Dr. Lindley gave a detailed report of the 
various symptoms, phy: ie of the urine, &e, These T have duly 
reported from were afforded an opportunity 
of making a br on a couch, 

in of the left side of the body 
+ the muscular movements, tactile sensation, 


ny raging of 
evieal heiniplesia made 

ed May 106.) 
illness developed in August while at 


A new phase of His Majesty \ 

cll, Dr, Lindley discovering evidence of dropsy. ‘This was quite notiveable 

at the Levée held on the anniversury: of his birthday, as His Majesty was unable to 
Wear shoes: 

Unider appropriate treatment the dropsy hus considerabily lessened, but is still well 

uuarked on the dorsum of the feet and on the shin bones. Since dato of mojlis it hins 


Somewhat increased, shows the presence of albumen, 


‘The specitic gravity is very lov, 8 


Present Coidition—Mis Majesty is thin, sallow, and very antemie, Ho has a 
depressed countenance. For sonie weeks he has tad no appetite ; is sleepless and short 
of breath 
Jing woll, but for the shortness of breath and weakness, 
n firm as to the result of his examination, One and all 
evidently this pleased him, ashe gave 
juable diamond ring, 
struck me very forcibly in the course of a bricf examination, viz, :— 
1, The marked dropsy of the feet, 
2. Profound anemia, 


‘The hypertrophy of the left ventricle of the heart, the apex beat being displaced 
awards and outwands, 


ave, patients may live for yea 
ng ta he dogmatic, I do not s¢ 





























Sir, 
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altogether three times 














how His Majesty ean possibly live beyond « year, 
for the better, a much less period 


ON Weduestay, tle 26th September, 

ath of His: Tmaperi 
Va Letter and more correct opin n 
conjunction with my fellow-practitioners. A combined 
‘U by all the members of the mejl 


short report on thie hei 











has been drawn up and 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 153. 


‘and unless there is a decided change 


signed) JOSEPIL SCOTT, M.B., CM. 
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Dr, Scott to Sir C, Spring- Rice. 
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Tehran, October 8, 1906. 
Grant Dull’s request, I wrote a 
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seen the Shah 
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! and Alamcd-Dowleh, who refused on the ground that it looked 

i death-warrant, A 

i T how thit part of my report relating to the hemiplegic attack be expunged, 

i as | prefor to, abide by my opinion expressed in my report of May 1906, 

} Piiave carefully oxamined Tis Majesty three times, and after deliberation and 
| comparing notes with the others present ut'the mejlis, have arrived at the following 
1 ‘conclusions = 
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on the Shaki both Here and 
tis. Majesty is seriously ill; he is suffering from a form of clone. B 


dliseasi, primarily Drought on by gout, from which Tis Majes 


mptoms, the result of the chronte nephrit 














extending 
sis of the urine, opinions 
n Europe: 








yy has been sutfer 

















i ‘and dilatation of the left heart. f ks SB 
ma Curdiasigscular Changes.— Last winter Tis Majesty was stricken with hemiplegia, 
it] which his pliysicins dlagnosed. as liysterieal, and created him accordingly. I doubt 
ui tho correetioss of this, and on Tuesday, when His Majesty ted a fuller examina 
; tion, it was very ovident that the lesion way of an organic nature, because the 

Tabrinski sign was well marked, the left-knee jerk exaggernted, dragging of the foot, 
4 thiekne Most of the doctors were agreed on the point, His 
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Cuauyess 
Vioniia, but some fiftoon y 
gin, Urinary symptoms oxte 
tubo casts, urie avid, 

In fnet, His Majesty hus all the symptoms of cht 

Prognosis, Very grave 
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ronder them particularly liable 
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od of many years, presence of albumen, 
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onic nephritis. 
in all these cases to the ovour- 
nis, ‘The arterial degeneration and cardiac hypertrophy 
combral hremorrhaxe. 
svearofully drawn-up diet, based on the 


stich auvattack because of the nature of his illness. 
cline nvea, with angina-like symptoms. 
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ed by Professor Fuchs, of 
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lor the microscope. 





Thave, &c. 


(Signed) JOSEPH SCOT. 
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Joint Report by Foreign and Persian Dactors respecting the Shah's Health, 






prés avoir 
if lire les différents 
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Diagnostic. 


Reins, Is sont atteints de néphrite chroni inance interstici 
tee peaue ique & prédominance intersticielle, secon 
dai & ta goutte hénétitaire et de manifestations trbs ancionnes ot aggrnvées 
riumatisme résultant du passage coustant de cristaux d'acide uri 
accidentellement de calculs assez volumineux, ey 
Caur—Il présente une liypertrophie et ane dilatation consi i 
2 hy phic jon considérables conséeutive 
a son surmenage, pie suite de la maladie des veins, I) existe de arrester 
ave liyperiension antérelle qui cause beaucoup Woppression.  Lawldme 4 
débuté i ya quinze jours, occupe actuellement les inférieurs, le scrotum, 


Ie jet {ascite). Aux deux bases des poumons on constate quelques riles sous: 

























Systéme nerveur, 


Une lémiplégie gauche complete (face comprise), avee troubles ‘ 

susvoiveil'ya cing, tnotn. Actuellomont on comets, We foresee rovente teats 
intégralement dans les membres. Tl existe encore un pen de parésie de la face, Li 
AGmarho se fait ey fanchant, Tl n'y pase troubles sensi. Ta nile rotulionne 
estexauénée, Le signe de Babrinski est posit, ce qui prouvela nature organique de In 








Pronostic, 


Liétat de Sa Majesté est grave, mais en rai i i 
Majesté est grave, mais en raison dela résistance de Sa Majesté il 

est. espérer’ qu’avee un traitement et an régin 6s,-tin oration ot 

; : aan régiino approprits, une 4 

HiiseUMer puMUMGNGR Te eee ee 


Teheran, le 1% Octovre, 1906. 


Ont signé MM. les Drs. Schneider, Wishard, Sadoys 
Ont approw 





; tie et le pronostic Sanat tee Ras 
te Mek a, Shea Al Bur ty ieee 

st fe Sn De oloee ecu ante g 
ca nllcagaot ented ni béniguo‘ct consblaute, destingor 


















(36267) No. 154 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received October 29.) 
No. 268.) 
ir, 
% Tehran, October 11, 1900, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit lierewith the monthly. sut events i 
Persia not recorded in separate despatches, Sea am ea eee SAAS 





_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC 








Inclosure m No, 164, 


Montlly Summary of Events in Persia, October 11, 1906. 


Tehran, 


___ SIR CECIL SPRING-RICE arrived at ‘Tehran on the 1st instant, ‘i 
iaudone hy the Salon the Hh stant Mr. Gro Dut ok lee fli Magy at 
same time and left for England on the Gth instant, Mr. Marling arrived at 1 
rjc teen edi Mate instant. Mr, Marling arrived at ‘Tehran 
2, Vezir Makisoos, C.MG., who lately acted ay Deputy Governor of Ti ce 
‘appointed Guvernor of Tebran, inthe place of hin Higliness Nayercel-Devieh ie 
(iss: 2H 

























retiring from the post, received the Order of “Kods."" The Sadr Azam received the 
game decoration at the end of September, and the Sliah has also conferred the Order on 
Veni Durbar... ‘The Order ranks after that of ““Akdass,” which is the highest in the 
Shah's gift, Mushir-es-Sullane)) has suceeded Nizam-ul-Mulk as Minister of Justice. 

3, Phe opening of the Natioval Assembly was inaugurated on the 7th instant by the 
Shah in person and-an Imperial address was read. ‘The “Tehran Deputies, sixty-four in 
number, have been lected, and a President, Vice-President, and clerks live been 
Chosen. ‘This has been reported upon fully in a separate despatch, 

1. The Shab health is giving much anxiety and several consultations have been 
hold during the lust few days, The doctors consider {lis Majesty's condition extremely 

‘tical, Full particulary have been given on this subject in « separate despateh. 


Meshed, 


1, Referring to paragraph 4, p. 4, of the Monthly Summary for July last, with 
respect to the unsatistactory dealings of Baron Staudach, who was then in charge of the 
Cuutoms at Birjand, information has reached us trom Meshed that M. Cesari has been 
appointed to succeed him. ‘ 

2, {Lis Majesty's Legation heard from a veeret souree that the Russian Legation 
were prosting for the distissal of the Goyernor-Goneral of Khorassan, Tt woul appear 
from tle reports which have reached us from Meshed that the advent to power of the 
Mishit-cdsDowleh hid soviewhat shaken the position of the Governor-General. | It 
would not be surprising, if the ex-Governor of Tehran, his tighness Nayer-cd-Dowlel, 
}eio soon appointed to succeed him — Negotiations are said to be actually in progress, 

3, An attempt was made between the 15th ond 20th September to induce the 
dlorgy of Meshed to emulate the doings of their brethren at ‘Tehran, but apparently 
Without success, The date curiously coincides with the period chosen by the «gita 
it Tabreer and Resht, and everything points to a concerted movement in the northern 
provinces, directed fran ‘Telran, to strengthen the hands of the leaders of the reforin 
huovement. 


Turbat-i-Huideri. 


Captain Keyes reports under date of the 11th September that the Governor 
informed him that Captain Lyass had several times threatened that he would have hi 
and his brother dismissed if th continued on such friendly terms with the British 
Consul. Captain Lyass gave him a long list of officials who had heen dismissed fc 
similar offence, ending with the Armenian graphist at Meshed, and said that i 
Governor-General of Khorassan was not careful he would share their fate, 


Birjand. 


1, Captain Watson, LALS,, is still at Birjand, and holds the rank of Vice-Consul 
while watching British interests there in, connection with the quarantine establishment. 
Suplain Watson continues to press for the removal ofthe quarantine, which he co 

quite useless, The Persian Government his been urged to abolish the post, in 

the opinion of the yeople on the spot. 


Seistany 


The Versian Commissioner sent to investigate the circumstances connected with 
the disturbances of last March, in the course of his inquiries, examined three of the 
ringleaders, who are apparently notorious Russian agents, In consequence of the 
Cvidonce whieh came out on that occasion, the Russian Consul protested to His 
Majesty's Acting Consul against what he described as a “shameful imputation,” 4 
good deal of correspondence ensued, but the matter has apparently now been allowed 
to drop. 

2A paity of about fifty Bersian soldiers have been sent from Seistan to Kul 
Malek Siah, anil the move is considered to be the direct result of the recent importation 
by tis of arins for the protection of the Seistan Consulate, 

ie plague has now entirely disappeared from Seistan, and it remains to be seen 

whether it will return with the cold weather as in India, ‘There has not veen a single 
ease since the 20th August. 


no 
Shiraz. 


1. Prince Shoa-s-Sulianeh continues to intrigue through his agents in Fars in 
onler to throw discredit on the Governor-General, ‘The result has been a grave 
s F highway robbery both to the north and to the south of Shiraz, ‘The 
emor-Geucral fas liad a ureat deal! of trouble as was expected, aud as he did not 
consider that the Grand Vizier was giving him sufficient support, against the Prince 
Shoa-es-Sultaneh, lie even seriously considered the necessity of resigning, His Majesty's 
Minister hears, how is now receiving adequate support. 
The Karguzar, or Foreign Office Agent, has given {lis Majesty's Consul 
serious cause for complaint, and the desirability of removing him from Shiraz has been 
discussed, 


3. ICs reported that 850 mule loads of military stores have passed through on their 
way from Isfahan to Bushire. 


Iafahan. 


1, ‘the Zil-es-Sultan again talks of going to Europe, but difficulties have arisen, and 
the project has been abandoned, 
~ Agha Nejef, the great Mujtehed, threatened an anti-Armenian outbreak at 
Istahan in retaliation for events in the Caucasus, and steps are being taken to cheek his 
fanatical ardour, He was nearly muriered a few weeks ago by an unknown person, who 
‘escaped arrest, 
3. The Zil-es-Sultan has on several occasions stated in public that the Russian 
Consitl had written to himself and to Agha Nejefi to say that the settlement of the 
‘Tehran aflair was due to the Russian Legation, 


Vesd. 


Mr, Vieo-Consul Baggaley reports that the Yezd-Tehran and Yezd-Meshed routes 
are agai: infested by robbers, 


Kermanshahs 


___The eastern Turkish frontier is as usual i a state of ehroniedisturbance, ‘The town 
of Kermanshal is comparatively quiet, though thereis diseontont owing to the hig price 
of bread. ‘The Turkish subjects haye taken sanctuary at the telegraph of 


Bren mote 
‘urainst their Consul-General, Meee 


Hamadan. 


The Governor, who is Hereditary Lord Chamberlain, anil the chief of a sect known 
as “ Dervishes," which is somewhat akin to a secret society, has made an entirely new 
departure in the Province of Hamadan, He is said to hiave called together the principal 
Tandowners and heads of the district, and to hiave formed a Council for the purpose of 
governing the province with their aid. Me is, in fact, reported to liaye transferred the 
whole adininistration of the provi Lis body of advisers, retaining only the executive 


power in his own hands. on has given much pleasure to the Reform party 
in Tehran. i 


Tabrees. 


‘The movement, which began in the capital of Azerbaijan between the 18th and 


20th September, in sympathy with the Tehran reform agitation, has been reported up 

fully: in a separate despatch, ‘The refugees at His Majesty's Cate me 
numbered 1,000 persons on the 20th September, increased to. 6,000 by the 2nd; and 
caused serious damage to the premises and garden, ‘The Valinhd, who at first seemed 
disposed to show opposition to the grant of « National Assembly, eventually was induced 
to endorse the Shah's grant, and the people left the Consulate-General, “At one time 
there was danger of the troops joining the refugees, 





120 
Resht. 


‘A similar movement as the one deseribed above occurred almost simultaneously at 
Resht. Mr, Churchill, Acting Oriental Secretary, who went to Resht to meet His 
Majesty's Minister, found over 200 persons at the Consulate ud instant, He 
interviewe the principal movers, and with the nister’s Assistant 
Mohimmidar, explained to thein what had been done in ‘Tehran, and after receiving. an 
‘assitrance that they ran no danger of molestation on leaving His Majesty’s Consulate, 

orsed thie samie evening. <8. 
fer Tasca of the Imperial Bank of Persia at Resht has been Acting Viee-Consul 
up till now, Mr. i), 4, Rabino has been appointed salaried Vice-Consul, and will arrive 
at his post in a day or 6vo, Mr, Rabino is the xon of the Chief Manager of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, and did yood vork at Kermanshah while Acting Consul there w year or 
two ago 


A list of the principal Ministers and Governors is appended for convenience of 


Principal Mimsters, Se. 


Prime Minister 5. His Highness Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 


War)... ., His Imperial Highness Naib-rs-Sultaneb, 
Interior | His Excellency: Majd-ul-Mul 
Justice 3 xcellenicy Mushires-Sultaneh, 
Court. : eney Vexir Durbar. 
nae ; Nasor-ul-Mulk, G. 
Commerce On eif-ed-Dowleh 
customs and Posts s+ ‘His Exeelleney M. Naus, 
cleztaphs His Excellency Sepalular. 
Falveation His Exeellencs Ala-ul-Mulk, 
Mins. His Excellency Moligndis-ul-Mamalek, 
Master of Ceremonies His & Zahir-«s!-Dowleh, 
Horse His Highness Azd-ed-Dowleh. 
%, Honscliold His E 
Kecper of Rahos ; His Exel 
Privy, Bar 
Chief Sloward. 


Minister for Roreign Affairs... His Highness Alas G.CV.0, 


His Highness Muvassak-ed-Dowleh, 


Principal Governors. 


Azerbn ‘ «  Ilis Iunperial Highness the Valialid, 
Wars, + His Excellency: Aln-ed-Dowleh. 
Khorassan 3 + Ilis Exeelleney_Asset-ed-Dowlehi. 
Kerman His Higtiness’ Firman Firma, 
Arabistan His Imperial Highness Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
Luristan His Excellency Sirdar Mukarrem, 
Isfahan His Imperial Highness Zil-esSultan, 
Yeul His Bxcellency Vezir Afkham, 
Hamadan Hix Excellency Zahir-ed-Dowleh, 
Kermanshah His Exeelleney Amir Afkham, 
Ghilan.. lis Excelioney Vezir Akrom. 
Mavanderan His Highness Muyassak-ed-Dowleh. 
Gulf Ports 3 Excellency Larya Nex 

Nate» His Excellency Vezir Maklisoos. 
Kurdistan ea 1) His Exeelleney Vuzir Homay: 
Kuan, His Exeelieney Sidk-ed-Dowlel, 
Kon 1) VD Mis Exeelleney Motaned rhaghan, 
Zenjun, i] His Escelleney Nayer-ui-Mamalek. 
Suitanbad TL ths Escellency Fakirul-Mulk, 


(Signed) FE, P. CHURCHILL, 
Actiuy Oriental Secretary, 
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Lasr of Separate Despatehes, 





No. 





| September 13 

245... : ald 

26: 4 26 
26 

28 | Soldiers at Kuh Malek Si 

80 | Colonel Douglas (appreciation of services), 

80 | Shiraz and Tabree, 

The Valid, 

Importation of arms. 

Meshed=Scistan lin 

is Majesty's Minister's audience, 

Aoglo-Rossian relations, 


National Assembly, 
Refirm movevien’ at Revie, 
Tntegtty of Pert 
Reform moses 


266 | 
30 (Cora ereialy 





Commercial Mission, 








{36317} No, 185, 
Sir A. Nitolyon (0 Sir Ediward Groy.—(Kaceised October 29.) 


Yonfidentil.) 
, St, Petersburgh, October 15, 1906, 

‘HE French Minister, M. Bontiron, inquired of me the day before yesterday 
whether my discussions with M, Isvolsky were making any progress. I told him, in 

co, that the two Governments would shortly make a stall advanice in common 
to relieve the most. pressing necessities of the Persian Government, aud that M. Isvolsky 
andl myself were still engaged in discussing the broad outlines of w future agreement. 
Tdid not go into any details with M. Boutiron, nor give him any indication of tho 
points which were at present under treatment, but I said that T anticipated that hiter 
on the military party would place considerable difficulties in the way of a satisfactory 
arrangement.” 1 added that Iwas sure that M. Isvolsky would do his Hest ty overcome 
any stich difficulties, but that I was unaware whether his influence and position were 
sulliciently strong to enable him to meet with sticeess. In any caso, 1 expected that 
the negotiations would be protracted. 

M. Bontiron remarked that he had some doubts as to whether the present occupants 
of the Russian and French Legations at Tehran would facilitate the negotiations. Tho 
French Minister should, in his opinion, naturally play a secondary part at Tehran, and 
confine himself to-a benevolent and conciliatory interest pprochement het 
the two countries, but he feared that M. Descos, who was an ambitious and active man, 
might be disinclined to-assume so modesta part. T said that 1 had kuown M. Deseos 
in Morocco, when he was Secretary of Legation, and that at that period, which waa 
prior to the Anglo-French Agreement, he hid led’ an active campaign against England 
during a lengthy sojourn he had made at Fez, ‘This attitude on tho part of M, Descos 
was, however, quite natural, and no exception could be taken to it, and I presumed he 
would receive instructions to follow a different course in present eireumstances, 

. Boutiron went on to say that M. Hartwig had eon imbued with the old 
traditions prevalent at the Ministry here, aud that his viows on the Persian quostion 
were probably divergent from those held hy his Chief, and that, possibly with his 
greater knowledge of the details of the questions, le might exercise an tifluence 6n. 
M. Isvolsky which wonld hamper a smooth course of the negotiations He asked mo 
If T had observed any “German teudeucies” on the part of M, Tavoleky. I replied 
that hitherto Uhad noi, butit would be foolish tu imagine that Germany would view 
with complete sitisfaction the conclusion of a durable understanding botweon Englaisl 
aud Russia. 

M. Boutiron said that, before returning to St, Petersburgh, M. Isvolsky would. pay 

[i6s2) 21 
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fa visit to Paris; where he would see the President and M. B and that he 
8 TY naturally’ make a holt at Berlin, where probably he would have an auvtience 
wethe Enparor, to vehom hic was a per-ona qratissima, and also see Prince Bilow. T 
crmtrked that ik would be of interest to observe what impression these visits would 
Jeave on the mind of M. Tsvolsky when he returned here. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) NICOLSO! 





(36322) No. 166, 
Sir At Nicolson to Sir Edvard Grey.—(MReceived October 29.) 


(No. (99.) 
fir, St, Petersburgh, October 19, 1908, 

1 GALLED on M, Goabastolf, the Assistant Minister for Foreign Atfuirs, this 
afternom, and suid that TL wished to spoak to him. in regard to the terms on whieh our 
Peerctyanve was t6 be male to the Persian Government. belived that both the 
Rupresentatives at Teliran were of opinion that the conditions should not, be too 
Oiioneon Persia, and it seemed tomy Government that a rate of interest at 5 por cont. 

was; L understood, the rate of interest charged on the 

seht adopt it in the present instance. M. Goubastoif obsorved. 

quuestion was in gvality one for the Minister of inner to decide, and that 

He helievdd that the Persia Government were teaiy to Accept a rite of 9 per conte, 
Niel wasbelow the normal mte of interest in Persia, We thought that it would bo 
Hutter to qnaintain the inontioned rate, T pointed out to M. Goubastoff that 
scibly it ae: insisad on too high rate the Persian Government might endeayous 
{i obtvin easiee terms from tho nevvly= Goxman Bank, This his Excellency 
1 Plcrad te hisily impeobille, After some farther conversation T suggested. 
Tint awe ahinitd split ti difference, and adopt 7 per cent. as the rate of interest. 
A Cubastoifaskel If [wore authorize to accept that rato, and T told him that such 


Naw ihe ensdy though my Government wonsidered that 5 per cont. was more reasonable, 
i 


jie would speak to the Minister of Pinanes anil Tet me know 
his reph 
Then alluded to the date of repayment, ani said that it was out of the question 
ov imuudine: that te Porsim Government would be ix a position to reimburse us for 
oooremnee at sovently aldate gs the midd)e of next Marel, and that it would be far 
Witier to leave the date on which sepyyment: should he mite quite open ; in fact, no 
Uitieahoatd bo lised, Uewoitld abyap be possible for thie two Goveraments, after 
siviue tine Say three oe six months; to the Persian Government to demand 
Neat tlieadwanes, mid wo wonlil thus he at liberty tu-choose our own time 
esa, Mi Gouibastort veatity 1 to this view, anu 1 jie woul ask 
the, Minister of, Bimunee fae lis atssent, elyvayss on th 
preliminary notice of a few month emaud Yor rep 
Goubastoil to give me a delinite reply on the 
Willis little delay as possible, 
T have, &e. 
‘signed) A, NICOLSON. 





(86324! No. 157. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Greys =(Received October 29.) 

(No, 701) 
St. Petersburgh, October 19, 106, 

TINQEIRED of M, Goubastoi? this afternoon whether hie had! received from tho 
Russiqn Minister at Tehran any sugse {some statement should be published to 
The aflvet that the object of Our Negotiations with regard to Persia was chielly. to 
Mtivngtlien the independence and intexeity of that country, Lis Excellency replied 
That lw had received no information in regard to such a proposal, and see va litle 
purzvled as 10 the dsift of my inquiry, Lesplained to him what had been reported by 
Bir C, Springeltice as, the result of a conversation which he had held with Ms Hartwig 
on the subject, au Cthonght that, the latter might have mentioned the matter to the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 


12% 


Tsaid that my Government tad made no cominents on the communication from 
Majesty's Minister, so. that Twas unaware what were your views, but apart from 
Tocal considerations, to which undoubtedly weight should he given, iv seemed to me, as 
a matier of personal opinion, that the less public reference that was made to: onr 
nogitiations the better it wonld bo, T understood tiiat both His Majesty's Government 
and the Russian Government hail given assurances in the sense desired to the Persian 
Government, and T thought that there the matter might hevallowed to mst. At the 
present stage of our negotiations it was, fo my mind, undesirable to draw public 
attention to them, but I should be glad to hear his views on the question, 
M, Goiastoff said’ that he agreed with me that as little publicity as possible should 
De given to our negotiations, though, if the Persian Governinent desired to reassure the 
puililic, they might be permitted to make the statement im the manner they considered 
to be the most appropriate, 
T have, &e, 
neil) . NICOLSON, 





(38325) No. 158, 


Aton, EI Csr a easter 
Sir, si 
seater Sh, Petersburgh, October 20, 1900, 
T SPOKE to M. Goubastoff yesterday in regard to dhe measures which were being 
taken by the Turkish auilioriies #h the ‘Pureo:Porsian frontier, and Linquired of him 
Ma digjuie th insti to Constantingpe which had ben suze 
esty’s Government, and which I had eonsignod ity a Memorandum banded 
arte faa jugned in a Memorandum haaded in 
s Excellency said that instractions iad been dispatehe i 
; tions Had Deen dispatched, bit lie did not se 
Aa WURAra ELS IACH MUA osan AMAR AUC RUTH HATTER ND 
matte Ltelgraphod the substines of vo abo @ yn i ny telegram No, 2 
on receipt this morning of your telogran No. AM, T yyrow: a TR OTA 
AL GEA THatare aaetaet TGR at NO RGAE AORN RAULAMOUaR ay et 
dob as to the Tussiaw Ambassador ling in possession GN Ub neetadiry lustre lions, 
as my Goverament: propostd to instruct His Majesty's Charge a’Aliaites to. act 
accordingly. M,Goubastoft replied that he must rectify the information which Ii tine 
ie pst tructions had been sont ds yetlio M. Zinoviewsyanal that who 
decision had Leen arrived atin dhe mattor hie wont pot fa to Tet me! know 
T have written again to M. 1 to Masten a de 
affairs on the frontion might bee Taeu ges 
consequences, [will see hint nga 


Tanai y Heal to expedite 


nee of M, Iavolsky delays the transaction of all husin 
Thaye, be. 
\. NICOLSON, 


[°6329° 


Re rony rt BesHo teSir ena Grey = Uecteed Credo 2) 
Sir, y 
& P St, Petersburgh, October 22, 1106, 
se HANE the Houour to transmit erewith. copy, of Sa Hck a alta 
5 ubastoff left with me erday afternoon i ema hey joint adyance 
M.Goubastoll Toft with me yestertey afterucon in: regard t6 hy joint advance to be 
eee araplied the substanee of this dbetnent 10 yon in wy tlagram No 275 of 


Thave, &e, 
ed) A, NICOLSON. 
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Tnelosure in No. 159. 


Memorandum communicated by Count Goubastoff to Sir A. Nicolson. 


A LA auite do la communication verbale de son Excellence Sir Arthur Nicolson 
fon date dn 6 (19) Oe stare des Affaires [ot 
TAmbassado Britanniqne que le Gouvernement Impérial 
fixor Ie tanx de la comme qui doit étre versée actucllement 4 la 
ainsi qu votifter au Gouvernement du Schah que 


dane indiquer dé présont le terme de Vamortissement de Vemprant en 
Yéservent. le droit de prévenir le Gouvernement Persan, trois on quatre tots d 
de la date A laquelle Mamortissement devra s'effectuer, a ae 

‘7 pour cent ne serait en rien préjuger du 


‘outefois, ln fixation du taux ci 
taux qui serait établi pour Veniprant 


Ministore des Affaires Etrangéres, 
Te 8 (21) Octobre, 1906. 





[36332] No, 160. 
Sh A, Nicolson to Sir Bdirard Grey.—(Received October 29.) 


St. Petersburgl October 22, 1900, 
the honour to inelose copy of a Memorandum which T have received from 
the Ministry for Foreign Affirs, stating hat instructions have been sent to the Russian 
at Constantinople, ithe sense of your te 
the steps which should be tiken by the British an n i 
soe to the diffinlties whieh have arisen on the ‘Curco-Persian frontier question. 
T have, &c. 
(Gigned) COLSON. 


ee 
Inelosure in No. 160. 
Lidle- Mémoire. 


PAR mn unme en date de ce jour le Ministre Impérial des Affaires 
Huangires: a i sider de Russie & Constantinople 3 faire savoir & son 
cally d?Nouloterrs que To, Gouvernement, Russe est prot & proposer & Ia Sublime 
Porte sa inddintion dans la forme recommandée par Sir Edward Grey. 

AL. Zinoview ost chars do se mottre en rapports avec le Représentant d’Angloterre 
4 Constantinople afin de regler les détails de la marche projetée. 


Saint-Pétersboury, te 9 (22) Octobre, 1906. 





(36335) No. 161 
Si Nienlson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October 29.) 


St. Petersburgh, October 24, 1906. 

* AVELAT reference so my despateh, No. 700 oF the 22nd instant, I have the honour 
to. transmit herewith wopies of a correspondence whieh has passed betw 
‘DM. Goubastol and iayself relative to the instructions to be sent to the Russian and 
British Kepresentatives at ‘Tehran in respeet to the joint advimee to be made to, the 
Persian Government. 

You will observe ML. Gouhasts 25 that instr : 
MM, Hartwie on the 2ist instant, and Twas perplexed 10 meeive Str C. Spring 
date stating that his Lussian colleague was still 
jlicntly telegeaphel to you tovday giving the date on 
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which the instructions were despatched to the Russian Minister, and will await 
a further communication from you before addressing myself again to M. Goubastoff, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 161. 
‘Sir A. Nicolson to M. Goubastoff, 


Cher M. Goubastoft, Saint-Pétersbourg, ce 10 (28) Oclobre, 1908. 
MON Gouvernement me télégraphie que notre Ministre 4 Téhéran_ sera antorisé 
} faire Pavance au Gouvernement Persan sous les conditions mentionnées dans votre 
notice du 8 (21) Octobre aussitOt que son coll@gue de Russie est également autorisé, 
et aussitdt que les deux Représentants sont sitisfaits que V'argent sera affecté aux 
besoins pour lesquels Yavance est faite. 
Sans doute yous aver, déji envoyé des instructions A M. Hartwig dans ce sens ? 
Veuillez, &o. 
(Signs) A. NICOLSON, 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 161, 
M. Goubastoff to Sir A, Nicolson, 


M. 'Ambassadeur, Ce Mardi, te 10 (28) Octobre, 1906. 
EN réponse 4 yotre lettre, je m’empresse de vous informer que notre Ministro 
A Téhéran est uni d'instructions au sujet de Pavance de fonds A faire au Gouvernement 
Persan depuis Dimanchee, le 8 (21) Octobre. 
Te saisis, &e, 
(Signé) GOUBASTORN, 





(36484) No. 162. 
‘The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—(Received October 29.) 


Sir, 25, Abchureh Lane, London, October 27, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt yesterday morning of your letter 
dated the 25th instant, and telegraphic instructions were immediately sent to the Chief 
Manager of the Bank in Tehran, authorizing him to sign the loan contract. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) G. NEWELL. 


(36554) No. 163. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received October 20.) 


(No, 319. Secret.) 
(Telegraphic) 2. Tehran, October 29, 1906. 
HAVE received the following message from the highest authority :— 


“Porsian Government are most anxious that the consent of the Russian Govern- 
ment shioulil be obtained by His Majesty's Government to the amendment in the loan 
contract proposed by the litter, whereby Persia is to obtain a year’s grace. 

“Tf repayment of present advance ts not insisted on fora year and a-balf, the Persian 
fernjnent can get on without « large loan, If, on the other hand, repayment. is 
ianded, there is reasonable ground for fearing that Russia will renew the offer which 

was refused hy the late Grand Vizier. This offer was made since the arrival of 
M. Hartwig as Russin Minister, and was for a Targe loan to, be advanced on condition 
ion detri= 

2K 
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mental to Russian interests, and not to enter into any engagements without Russia's 
permission. $ Stee z 

“Tf such conditions are insisted upon now, the present Grand Vizier will tender his 
resignation, and be succeeded by the Amin-us-Sultan, who will be supported by Russia 
on the understanding that he accepts her terms.” 





(36236) No. 164. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(No. 425.) 
Wolwraphic.) P. 

JOINT advance to Persia, i" A 

You should ash the Russian Government if they agree to the addition to Article 5 
of the contract, which the Porsian Government have asked for (sce telegram No. 314 
of the 27th instant from ‘Tehran. 

His Majesty's Government do not object to it. 


Foreign Office, October 29, 1906, 





[86237] No, 165. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

(No. 196.) ; 

(Welegraphie,) P. Foreign Office, October 29, 1906. 
ADVANOR to the Valiahd. 
With roforence to your telegram No, 316 of the 27th instant, i 
Ivis for tho present unnecossary to montion this matter to the Bank. Tt is, of 


cours’, out of He question that we should give money to the Valiahd while the Sha 
still I 





(36588) No. 166, 


Mr. G, Bivelay to Sir Edwird Grey—(Receivrd October 30.) 
(No. 719.) 
Coustantinople, « ctober 26, 1908, 
REFERRING to my: tulegratn of yestorday respecting the Tureo: Persian fron 
T hive the honour to roport that ling upon the Russian A ester! 
‘afternoon L found th Wy own as reyards 
the verbal communieati i at he wi 
authorized ta inelade in bi 
proposd hy [his Majesty's Government, the word 
thiit we remand the Tur im to the Rive fi as a not 
cable basis foy aw settle f this omission, which would 
ninturally render ous palatable to Turkey, and thus materially 
alter tt eter of our com 1, and we therefore decided to refer to. oar 
sionts for tart instruction: 
Tshionld mention tit the Persian Amba 
the oy ct course of the Lala River, buta da 
mo of the river Hontior claimed by the 1 
wost of Pasaya, This made me doubt whether the fahan River could proper! 
described as near the middle of the disputed zone, ‘Ths Anglo-Russian frontier 
1 have hitherto been consulting, gives no names to the two rivers which j 
Javitnde 26% 30, aud. then flow in @ southerly di under the name Lavene, and 
Having notiged that in Colonel M 
whieh tlow 


t of the commu 


en, L was led: to the 
* proposed as frontier by the Ottoman 

that the nap I have been coiisulting is on a 

larger map gives the more westerly of the two rivers quite 
clearly. ne, and this river may truly be siid to be near the middle of the 
zone, But, whatever the names of the two rivers, I think there can be very little 


doubt that it is the more easterly of tle two which Turkey is claiming as the frontier 
in the neighbourhood of Pasova, 
T inclose the wording of the communication to the Grand Vizier which 
AM. Zinoview proposed to me yesterday, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 


Inclosure in No, 166, 
‘Tonco-Pensiay Frontier, 


Wording of Communication to be made verbally to the Grand Vizier by the Russian and 
British Representatives in Constantinaple, proposed by the Russian Ambassudor, 


TL y #2 peu pros ume année qu'un différend a surgi entre la Tunquie et iy Perse 


la suite de Vocoupation par des troupes Ottomanes des localités qui depuis: quelque 
temps formaient un objet de contestation entre ces deux Puissances, Vegné et 
Lahidjan, ainsi que de ‘qui est indubitablement sitné sur le territoire Persian, 

Tes Représentants des deux Puissances médiatrices, Ia Russio eb T'Aucloterne, ont 
64 plus d'une reprise chargés par leurs ints respectifs de recommand 
aux deux Puissances Musulmines de stentendre sur une ligns de fronti’re A fixer dans 
ees para 
Des C ires Ottomans et, Persans ont été envoyds dans ce but sur Tes Tew ¢ 
inals, ainsi quiil résilte d'informat enies tout récemment aux Cabinets de 
S rsbourg et de Lond Jes dits Commissaires n'ont point 
abouti et le différend risque di 

Dans vet état de choses ant Pers a er devoir iutervenir aupids 
des dits Cabinets pour les prier de proposer 4 le Porte de recon aux bons 
offices des Puissances médiatrices pour In solution du nil en question, 

Btant aninés du désir A tne solution, Gquitable des contestations 
ndantes, inal qu issement des mpyorts do hon’ yoisinage entire les deux 
issuances Musulmanes, fos Gouvernements de Kussie et d'Angleterre ont juyré utile de 

charger leurs Représentants & Constantinople de porter In proposition ci-lessus exposde 
4 la connaissance du Gouvernement Impérial Ottoman, 

Eh saequittant de es PAnibassadems de Russie et «PAM 
A Angleterre s6 plaice rialité qui 
sniment fey deux. Puissan nar 


{36613} No. 167, 





iphrates ani! Tigris Stean Naviyotion Company to, Foreign Office, 
(Received October 30.) 


3, Sulters’ Hull Court, London, 
lier 29, 1400, 
T HAVE, the ho communication of the 
19ui instant, inclosing copies of despatetics from Mr, Grant Dull and Consul McDowall 
i avitation of the Karun, 
By direction of my Board L have inquired whether thers is any 
net, reported by Consul McDowall to:him hy’ the Mox 
nsinitied by Consul MeDou i ho effet that th 
Lio come to terms with Messrs, Lynch in re prises 
kina final and unsuccessful attempt to do so in Decomber 1905 with 
tho assistance of Colonel Picot. have ascertained that the facts are exactly. contrary 
1 those transmitted by © |. Ror anany years past this Company has heen 
‘ausious to come to Fars anil tay ty 100 buco (le Dinectors 
Colonel Pieot, v \eavouring to arrive at an agreement 
with the Mouin Doth of whom were then tn Paris, 
inthe matter, ‘The terms of a possible arrangement were very fully discussed botween 
Colonel Picot and the Mouiu, but the Mouin stated that he did not dare to address the 
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is there was a clause in his Concession prohibiting ita 
ners, and the moment did not appear to him opportune to press for 
lded that were he to make overtures in this direction he would be 
Under these circumstances Colouel Picot did not approach 
he Mouin, however, suggested that, as he was shortly coming to 
ould confer with the Chairman of the Company and endeavour to 
nd iimself, He would then wait for a 


ine Minister on the subje 





rocision, 
















conrable moment to obt 
is auggestion an interview was 
lone! P 





sin the terms of c 
whether, supposing the Company were 
would ewilling to sign an Agreement to take effect 
Government had been obtained, the Monin stated that 
ase the Persian Government would resent 
Tt then became obvious that the 
in information, It will thus be seen 
utmost to come to an 














hen the consent of the Pers 
would certainly not be able to do so, | 






















tnorely t 
J tit the Mouin who did the 


eriows, 
Compan 





arrangement, and that the Mouin definitely refused either to sign or in any way signify 


his approval of any Agres 
that 
until the co 


ut between the Company and himself, even on the condition 
Agreement that it should not come into force 
(had been obtaine 








oxpresily should be stated in the 
f the Persian Governt 












Witli to the present position on the Karun, ny Directors have the honour 
ty request th ictions may be sent to Tis Majesty's Consular Representatives in. 
tho Karun rogions to-use thoir best endeavours to secure perfectly even. treatment by 


the Sheikh of Mohanmerah and by the Pers 
the Mouin. The attitude of the Sheikh of Mohummer 


cleojar, is withor di 
unidor agre 
which he hast 










flicals of their steamers and of that of 
1 should, it appears to. my 
wt that his man of business, the Rais 

u's operations, though 
terests, in return for 





ratchien view of th 
tly or indireetly 
1 this Company to promote none but their 
1 receipt of payment for many years. 5 
with regard to the statement of Consul MeDouall that the Monin has been 
1 to find a suitable vessel to run_on the Upper Karun, my Directors are 
ing with the Ditectors of the Persian Transport Company, who have taken 





rectors, bu.cirefully: 




















‘oyer the steamer " Shushan,” 


Thave, &, 
(Signed) H.W. MACLEAN, Secretary, 





(36614) No. 168, 


i 
MeDourll, 


Hit the fs 
the Lippe 





not pevmit a torcign suliject to be 


t 


vor 


was presinted to them, that she should 1 regular and uninterrupted servi 
in connection with the steamers of the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Company on the Lowe 
Kary. Ifthe Persian Government sanctions competition with their own steamer, it 


ir, October 29, 196, 





‘The Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—( Received October 80.) 









3, Salter's Hall Cow 





Cannon Street, London, 





1 AM directed by my Board to inform you that they revived from the 
Juplrates and ‘tigris Steam Navigation Company a copy of a despatch from Consul 
ated through the Foreign Office, 4 : 

Thy this despatch Consul MeDouall states that the Mouincel-Tejar has heen trying 
» Iniy a suitable vessel to vim on the Upper Karun. Our information is to the effect 

ho is in treaty with cortain Turkish subjects to run their steamer the “ Dijleh” on 
in for their account, in consideration of commission to him on the 
niings Tt may be noted that a year ago the Mouin declined to treat with the 
uphirate Company, on the ground that the Persian Government would 






























My: Directors would feel obliged if, under the circumstances, His Majes 
Joverniment would diroet the attention of the Persian Government to the fact that a 
ble debt, now exceeding 21,7002, has accumulated on the working of the 
Shustin” on Uebalf of the Persian Goverument, who undertook, when the vessel 
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Will obviously be impossible to pay off the debt: out of earnings in the future; and 
this Company would be obliged to press for liquidation of past disbursements, 
__ Ehave, &e, 
(Signed) H.W. MACLEAN (for Secretary), 





(35681) No, 169 


Memorandum communicated to the Persian Chargé d’'Affaires, October 30, 1908. 


ON the 19th instant the Persian Chargé d’Affaires made 
respecting the attacks on the British Consulate at Se 
tation of arms for the protection of the Consulate buildings and salt. 
unable to believe the serious allegations which have been made by 
erated in eared to the ee a the British quarantine i spectors, 
Surprised that such accusations should have been gl i rit 
officials by the late Persian Minister in London. i pis eine Ua 
As regarils the actual import m of arms—which is only forbidden in Persia for 
fear that they should reach the tribes, of which, in this case, there could he no. 
uestion— iad become ev: it, as two attacks had been made on His Majesty's 
mailate during the past two years, that the Persian Government wore, uneble te 
provide the requisite protection, 
It was therefore decided to send a certain number of rifle 
Proper defence of its members, and as the Persian Gove 
Cecasion refused permission to import arms for a similar purpose, it was folt that 
neither the impotence of the Persian Governme: ut to afford protection, nor their refusal 
to allow the importation. of a small number of rifles, siould by allowed to endanger the 
Consulate, snd the arms were consequently brought in, 


Foreign Office, October 30, 1906. 


¢ 4 communication 
eistan, and the consoquent 


































’s to the Consulate for the 
ernment had on a previous 















(36666) No, 170. 


Mr. G. Burclay to 





Sir Edward Grey 





(Réceind October 30.) 





‘0. 206.) 
Tele; ea) Pr 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 





390 eo ilentnepte, Ostober 30,1906, 
ie 399 to His Majesty's Representative at 
St. Petersburgh on the subject of the Tureo-Porsian frontier, b today. spoke ie the 
sense of the fi aragraph of that telegram to the Grand. V Subsequently the 
First Dragoman of the Russian Embassy, on bel 















alf of his Ambassador, mado a si 
verbal ication to his Highness, ee 
ae A was informed by the Grand Vizier that the negotiations would bo continued, as 





h ian Government, with a view to coming to terms, had now inst 
Commissioner to make a counter-proposal, Until he know the nature of this, countor, 
Propestl he could not give me mtanswer. T observed no_sigus of unwillingness. on 
is Highness's part to have recourse to the ood offices of the tivo mediating Powers in 
the event of the two Mahiommedan Powers failing by themselves to reach an agreenien 


Later 1 ister for Foreign Affairs, who told. me cours 
ee orsign Affairs, who told me that recourse to our goo 


ted thei 




















(36658) No. 171, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edirarid Grey.—(Received October 30) 








(Telezraphie.) 

VALIATID’ 
nue tolegran 
of the 18th May last, 


Arrangements have been made by n 


Tehran, October 80, 1906. 





finances, 
‘0. 196 of yesterday and my telegram from St. Potershurgh, No 97, 








Ara ussian colleague, in view of the state of 
the Shah’s health, to have a sum of mou We re: Hoth at Tabreez and here, in 


ler to assist the Valiahd’s journey, and to pay the troops i capil 
al ey, and to pay the troops in the capital till he arrives, 
It is essential that the Valialid should come here ut once on the shake death, and that 


pain 














































































order should be maintained pending his arrival, Money is required for this (see Sir 
M. Duran’ telegram Neg of the 2a May, 1996). Serious consequences may result 
from any uncertainty in the matter, and I venture to suggest that a definite agreement 
should be arrived at at St, Petersburgh as soon as possible, : 

In view of your telegram, I will abstain from mentioning the matter again to my 
Russian colleague until I receive further instructions, Tt was, of course, never contem- 
plated to advance money to the Valiahd unless the Shah’s death were a matter of hours, 
nd unless the maintenance of order demanded the Valiahd's presence in the capital. 

If Russia were to make this advance single-handed, our position would evidently 
hecompromised, It is desirable, in order toavoid complications, thata joint agreement 
should be urrived at beforeliand as to the action of the two Legations, in case of the 
Shah's death, His Majesty may live for some months, but, on the other hand, he may 

‘at any moment, 






























[35682] No. 172, 


Sir Luwurd Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
No. 161,) 
ir, Foreign Office, Uctober 30, 1906, 
‘THT Persian Chargé d’Affaires called here on the 19th instant, and left the 
inclosed Memorandum respecting the alleged action of His Majesty's Consul at Shiraz 
) roxaird to criminals who have sought his protection,® 
Mirza Mehdi Khan remarked that tho ineidents in question, of which His Majosty’a 
Government haye received no information, had occurred some time ago, since the 
communication from the Sadr Azam had come by post. 
He was informed in reply that, as the Sadr Azam evidently did not attach much 





























importance to tho incidents, to judge by tho leisurely manner in which the information 
had hoon transmitted, His Majesty's Governnient would also make inquiries by post i 
th tions, and that they hoped to be able in due course of time to furnish 
with the result, 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





(36237) No. 173. 


Foreign Office to Treasury, 
(Confidential,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 80, 1906. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to inform you that, in view of the 
sorious of This Majesty tho Shab, negotiations have boon in. progress between 
His Majesty's Government and the Russian Government respecting the measures to 
Ve taken to secure the peaceful accession of the Valiahd in the event of His Imperial 
Majesty's demise, 

It hins teen suggested that, in onter to attain this end, His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the Government of Russia should be prepared, in’an emergency, to make 

execeting 100,001, to the Valiahd, to enable him to secure the 
by discharging arrears of pay and fo meet other current expenses. 
has heen in consultation with the Socretary of State for India in 
Proposal. and it is understood that Mx, Mosley would be prepared, if 
Council of India should give the necessary sanction, to advance from Indian 
sum not exceeding 50,0001, for this pitrpose through the Imperial Bank of 
Persia, provided that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury will assume 
the guarantee for half of this amount (25,0001,), and will undertake to make good 
to tho Indian Government the half of any loss that may be incurred on the transaction, 
in respect either of interest or capital. 

Tt is proposed that the conditions of the loan should be substantially the same as 
regaris those governing the loans made to the Persian Government through the 
Troperial Bank in April 1909 and September 1904, which were seeured on the customs 
of Fars and the Gulf posts, and bore interest at per cent, with 1 per cent. commission 
to the bank, 
























* No. 100, 
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Lam to re 


of the Treasury, and to express the hope that, if there should be no objection, they 
vill consent to the requisite guarantee, 

Lam, &¢, 

(Signed) 





GORST, 





(36762) No. 174. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received October 81.) 


ee 282.) 

'elegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, October 31, 1908, 
WITH ‘reference to the frontier dispute between ‘Turkey and Porsia, Iam 

informed by the Russian Government that the Russian and. British Representatives 

at Constantinople have agreed to give privately to the Grand Vizier a Memorandum, 

merely proposing mediation, and to abstain from mentioning any dofinite line for 

demareating the boundary, 








[36764] No, 175, 


Sir 4. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received October $1,) 





lic.) P. 
YOUR telegram No. 425 of the 29th instant. 

Persian advance, 

T have received i communication from Russian Government to effect. that 
authorization has been given to Russian Minister at: ‘Tehran to fix date of repayment 
atone year, Article 5 is to be amended in sense that one year after contract hing been 

he British and Russian Governments are entitled to. demand repayment, three 
months’ uotice being given, i.e, nine months after contract has heen signed, 

Persian suggestion was somewhat different, Shall I, toavoid further dolay, agrew 


to Russian proposal as made, or do you wish me to urge Russian Govemmont te 
accept Persian proposals in their exact terms ? 


St. Petersburgh, October 81, 1906, 




















(36776) No. 176, 


So. 301) S70: SPring Rie to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Receved Ortoler 31.) 
0. 321, 

legraphic.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 
Tam informed by Minister for Foreign fairs that, partly owing to an outbreak of 
mutiny among the Turkish troops, there is a change for the better in the situatioge 
He is now hopeful that an agreement will be arrived at, He expressed gratitude fae 
the assistance given by His Majesty's Government and said he hoped that, the. tre 
Mussulman Governments will come to an agreoment, if tho two Christian Governwanely 
Preserve their prosent attitude of remaining in tho background with an eventual offer of 
mediation. 


He hoped that the Persian and Turkish: Commissioners would moot before lo 
promised to keep us informed of the course of events pone an 


Se 


{36770} No. 177. 





Teliran October 31, 1906. 





iri Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Ofice, Octo 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN understanding respecting Pema on"? On#r 31, 1906, 
Aer M. Involaky’s return to St, Petersburgh from Berlin wo ex 


i sky to St, P ect progress to be 
ae the negotiations on this subject. It is desirable that tis xcellenoy ae 
feel this. 


quest that you will lay this proposal before the Lords Commissioners 
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Kerman should, if possible, be included by our line. The term 
influence” had hetter he avoided. 

Bach of the two Powers should bind itself neither to seek nor to maintain influence 
in the districts—to he defined by common agreement—bordering on the other's 
te 





pheres of 













ry. 
‘his should be the first point. ‘Then an assurane 
Persian Government that neither district will be disturbed b 
in it of any other Power. 





an he obtained from the 
the admission to interests 











(36068) No. 178. 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No, 487.) 





Sir, Foreign Office, October 31, 1906. 
1 HAVE considered, in consultation with the Secretary of State for India, the 
Memorandum from the Russian Government, which formed the inclosure in your 





despatch No, (80 of the 10th instant, respecting the Meshed-Soistan telegraph Tine, 

In this communication M. Isvolskky states that the connection of the wire at each 
torminus with the Russian instruments is no more than the natural complement to the 
1 infraction of the status quo. 
‘elleney: deprecal ange, on the basis proposed by 
‘anient, of the Meshed Soistan line for the line from Meshed to Tebra 
ground that such an arrangemont would prejudice the question of principle involved in 
tho delimitation of the spheres of interest of Great Britain and Russia while this subjeot 
is still sander discussion. It cou not fail to give rise to certain apprehensions 

now in progress nud might not 
by premature disclosure, the ultimate suecess of these 




































neqotiations. 

In thexe cirenmstances an alternative proposal is made to the effect that the British 
Government should have an additional and separate wire on the Meshod-Seistan line, 
and the Russian Government u shuilar wire on the Meshed—Tehran line, 

Tn reply, 1 Ive to observe that tho proceeding described by 
adoulbtedy had the effect of transferring the control of the Se 
Porsian into Russian hands; and that this step, constitu 
the aratis quo, wasetaken at a tine when negotiations for 
(estions in Contiyl we proceeding at St. P 
inevitably chsh witht the proposal that Russia should recoguize a Hine from Birjand to 
Bonder Abbas, to the eastward of which the Persian Goyer aient should be invited to 

it no concussion for roads, railways, or telegraphs to any Power other than 














volsky_ has 
an telegraph line from 
ng radical mo. 

n ugreement on. ¢ ing 
storsburgh, aud that it must 






























From & teelinieal point of view, His Majesty's Government fa ec 
aulyantagos of the compromise suuggested by M, Isvolsky, which would invol 
Countries in ay exponditure in connection with the two telegraph lines not justified by 
tho trafic, “Further, it would: in no way meet the political objections siated by the 
Government of India in their telegram Of the 3rd September (copy of whieh T his 
already: forwarded to your Excellency), aud its acceptance would imply. temporary 
cence by His Majesty's Goveriment in a state of things wholly incompatible 

i ich caused them to propose fo the Russian Government the Birjand- 



























stecordingly to t that your Excelloney will address a further 
on! to the Russian Government, indicating the reasons why His Majesty's 
Govermmont aro nate to accept, as a fair solution of the question, the eompionts 
proposed by } uid urging that, unless a reversion to the stalus quo ante 


accepted, the on factory: arrangement would be the exchange proposed by His 
Majesty's Goven 


















Tam, &, 
(Signed) 





WARD GREY, 
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36658) 179. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 





Sir, Foreign Office, October 81, 1906, 
WITH reference to your letter of the 9th June respecting an advance to the 
Valiahd, Tam directed by Secretary Sir E. Grey to state that, in view of the informati 





mn 
contained in Sir Q. Spring-Rice’s telegram No, 320 of the JUth instant (copy of which 


has already een communicated to your Department), a request has been tmade to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Treastiry that they will undertake to guarantee the interest 
and capital of one-half of the amount which it is proposed should be advanced from 
Indian revenues. 

Tam t R, Grey considers it would be expedient, in, ease the Shah's 
death shoul future, that this Department should, without awaiting a 
reply from the Treasury, be authorized to request the Imperial Bank of Persia to pay the 
money as soon as necessary at Tabreez and ‘Tehran, and he trusts that Mr, Scerctary 
Morley will agree to this course. 














Tam, &o. 
(Signed) E, GORST, 








(36822) No, 180, 





Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 1.) 
jo. 322.) 
(Tolegraphic.) P, 
LOAN. "My telegram No, 319, 


Tnstrnetions to Russian Minister authorize him to ‘agree to condition that repay- 
ment may be demanded after one year’s delay on three months’ notice, 


Tehran, November 1, 1906. 








(36857) No. 181, 





Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Havward Grey.—(Reccived November 1,) 
(No, 323,) 





(Telogea hic.) P, Tehran, November 1, 1906. 
MY telegram No. 297 of the 21st October : Meshed-Scistan line. 


Uhave now teccived report of Director of Indo-Iuropean ‘Telegraph Departinent, 
who states that the existing posts are hardly equal to carrying extra. ites, and 
estimates the cost of replacing them with iron posts at 50,0001, 





(36764) No. 182, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
ANS, 433.) 
‘clegrap! " 
JOINT advance to Persia, 


You are authorized to accept the proposal of the Russian Government mentioned 
in your telegram No, 283 of yesterday. 





Foreign Office, November 1, 1906, 
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[86254] No. 183. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 435.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 1, 1906. 

MESHED-SEISTAN line, My despatch No. 487. 

An additional point to make in speaking to M. Isvolsky is that there has been a 
noticeable delay in the delivery of messages addressed to His Majesty's Legation from 
Seistan since the line passed into Russian control, and His Majesty's Consul at 
Purbat-i-Haidari has complained of the difficulty of getting connection with intermediate 
stations, 














(36956) No, 184. 
India Office to Foreign Office —( Received November 2. 


Sir, India Office. November 2, 1906, 

1 AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to acknowledge the receipt of Sir B. Gorst’s 
lettor of the 2 egarding an advance to the Valiahd in the event of the 
Shah's death, in accordance with the proposals made in the Foreign Office Memorandum 
of the 22nd May, 1906. 

‘The Council of India have agreed, on the condition that the Imperial Exchequer 
accepts a moiety of the risk in respect both of interest and capital, that a sum not 

ing 50,0001. may be provided from Indian revenues, for the purposes of the 
advance to the Valiahd, through the Imperial Bank of Persia, on substantially the 
sume terms as those governing the loans made to the Per Government in 1903 


and 1904, 
sed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
a. Gri 























In view of the opinion expre 18 
urgency of the matter, Mr. Morley, on the understanding that Sir y is 
ied that the Treasury will consent to give the necessary guarantee, has instructed 
ecountant-General at this Office to hold a sum of 50,000/. in readiness for 
immediate payment to the Imperial Bank, for the purposes of the loan to the Valiahd, 
ipt of a request from the Foreign Office for the payment to be m: 
Mr. Morley would, how Suggest, for Sir B. Grey’s serious consideration, that 
the precedent of the financial arrangements of the joint loan with Russia, now being 
made to the Persian Government, should be followed in the case of this loan to the 
Valiahd, and that the Imperial Government should provide half the i 


papital sum 
involved, instead of guaranteeing Indian revenues ayainst loss in respect of a moiety 
of the advance. 










































Lam, ke. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 





(86613) No. 185. 


Sir Edward Grey la Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No, 165.) 
Sir, 





, Foreign Office, November 2, 1906. 
WITH reference to Mr, Grant-Duff’s despatch No. 285 of the 12th September, I 
transinit to you a letter from the Nuphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company 

respecting the situation on the Karun and their relations with Haji Moin-ut-Tujjar,’ 
1 authorize you to instruct His Maj Consuls in the sense desired in the 


penultinate parapraph of this letter, if you consider such a course not open to ohjection. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 




















ee 


* No, 167, 
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(37119] No. 186, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 3.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to tho Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, ie 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase 
of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 31st ultimo, relative to the Karun irrigation, 


India Office, November 3, 1906. 











Tnelosure in No. 186, 


Mr, Morley to Government of India. 





(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, October 31, 1906. 
KARUN irrigation. Your telegrams of the 23rd September and the 26th instant. 
Conditions stated in my telegram of the Sth instant. still govern situation ; 

importance of considerations which you urge is, however, fully recognized by His 

Majesty's Government. 












(37135) No, 187. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Ediard Grey.—(Received November 3.) 








St. Petersburgh, November 8, 1906, 





PERSIAN telegraphs, 

T xpoke this afternoon. wi 
Meslied= ii 
had heen a sensible modification of the stafus quo; that his compromise did not meot 
with our agreement, and asking that cither exchange of lines should he effected, or 






ister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the 





jorandum explaining that, in our opinion, there 













{37136} No. 188, 


Sir al. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiveil Novenber 3.) 


















cP. St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1906, 
PERSIAN 

T spoke to) of your telegram No, 431 of the 
lst October, and told him you desired that: negotiations should advance. 

I will report the substance of our conversation by messenger, but the impression 

y mind by our conversation is that he is. still personally. in favour of an 
ment on the proposed basis, but that he will require time to ivin over opposition, 
as he foresees much difficulty ahead, 

As regards Germany, he said that that Power has no interest in seeing us arvive 
at an understanding, and although sh ie nol creating obstacles, he evidently fears sho 
may later raise difficulties, as she did in the case of the Morocco Agreement. Ho said 
that while in Berlin he had heen careful not. to give Germany an insight into our 
negotiations, as he considered them a matter which concerned England and. Ruste 
exclusively. 











{37130} Roster 


Sir ©, Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 3, 
























Tehran, November 3, 1908. 
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{87133} 


Sir ©. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edvard Grev.—(Received November 3.) 


(No, 326. 
(Telegraphio.) P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, 4 
Tam asked by the (rand Vizier to inform you that a demand for the Lahan frontier 
hag heen made by the Turkish Commi: rand refusrd by Persia, but that no 
counter-proposal has as yet een made by the Persian Commissioner. 


Tehyan, November 3, 1906, 





(36956) No. 190. 
Foreign Office (0 Treasury. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Nonember 3, 1906. 
WIT reference to my letter of the 30h ultimo, [ am directed by Secretary 
to transmit to you, to he laid hefore the nmissioners of His 
Majesty’s Treasury, copy of @ letter from the India ( ig the proposed 
to the Valiahd, : 
to call your attention {o the final paragraph of this letter, and to request that 
‘be furnished with the observations of the Lord Commissioners on this 
proposal ai their early convenience, ane 
(Signed) GORST. 





[37154] 191, 
Sir F. Lascelles to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 5.) 


(No, 888, Very Confidential.) 
Sit, 5 Berlin, October 29, 1906. 
M, ISVOLSKY, who is spending a few days in Berlin on his return to 
St. Potorsbungh from Paris, and whose acquaintance Thad the honour of making 
at a purty at the Russian Embassy last night, was good enough to call upon me late 
this nfternoon, as he wished to have some conversation with me. He said he was 
glad to think that a decided improvement had taken place in the relations between 
ie was in hopes that a thorough and complete understanding 
For this, however, much time and patience would b 
riiestly desi did, to arrive at such an understanding, it was 
'y for hin tO take into account public opinion in Russia, wh 
Suspicious of any rapprochement etweon England and Russia. “Any atte 
fore, to hurry on ant agreement would probably give rise to diff 
failure, 
n his Excellency spoke of “public opinion” he referred not 
only to what was understood by the term in other countries, but also to the opinion 
placed personages in Russia, not excluding perhaps some of his Exeellen. 
colleagues, He did not deny that this was so, and went on to say that he had b 
struck by the admirable manner in whieh the English deputation which had proposed 
to visit Russia had heen dissuaded from carrying out their intention. ‘The visit 
would certainly haye been iopportune, and would have caused embarrassment to the 
wvernment, "Proposals had, indeed, been made to prevent the deputation from going 
ler to St. Petersburgh or Moscow, He had strougly opposed these proposals, and 
\l insisted that no eocreive measures should be taken against the deputation. He 
attributed the abandonment of the visit to the good sense of the newspaper corre- 
Spondents and the Brit nil perhaps more especially to the presetice of 
Sir Donald M St. Petersburgh, who lind been able to give good 
ms of the warmest praise of Sir Arthur 
bly. Although 
Ween bua compar si 1 clear insight 
into tho internal situation, which it was very difficult for any foreigner to understand. 


1st. 
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He was, indeed, the right man in the right place, and his clear and sound judgment 
would be of the greatest utility in carrying on the complicated negotiations which 
M. Isvolsky sincerely trusted would result in a satisfactory understanding, 

On, my saying that a beginning had been made by the two Governments agreeing 

i advance to Persia, M. Isvolsky said that that was a step in the right 
dieetion. He greatly regretted the incident of the Seistan Telegraph, of which he 
was in complete ignorance when Sir Arthur Nicolson brousht it to his notice, Te 
had given orders that the slatus yuo was to be maintained, and he had’ therefore been 
annoyed at hearing of the incident which lind now been explained to be a matter of 
technical detail, T told M. Isvolsky that my previous knowledge of Persia made me 
appreciate the difficulties of the situation, ‘The Persians were very suspicious, and 
could not understand why England and Russia should wish to come to terms, and 
feared that any arrangement hetween the two Great Powers conld only be brought: 
about at the expense of Persia, It would also be necessary to overcome the rivalry 

ch was almost traditional hetween the agents of the two Governments, L knew 

xperience that it was perfectly possible for the British and Russian 

‘on friendly terms, and I Yooked back with pleasure to my friendly 

arse with M. Butzow when we were colleagues at ‘Tehran, M, Isvolsky said 

that the appointment of Sir Cecil Spring-Riee as British Minister at Tehran hind given 

him the liveliest satisfaction. Sir Ceeil was well acquainted both with Russia and 

Persia. Tle way on good terms with his Russian colleague, He would understand 

ary it was for Russia not merely to protect her enormous commercial 

ia, but also to maintain her secular traditions, ‘There could he no 

doubt of the sincerity of his desire fora good understanding between England and 

Russia, and his knowledge and experience would be of great assistance in bringing it 

about, The accounts of the state of the Shah's health were most ansatishietory, but 

M. Isvolsky did not. anticipate any complications on His Majesty's death, and he 

belioved that the Valiahd, being supported both by England and Russin, would sueceed 
his father peacefully. 

M, Isvolsky referred to his recent visit to Paris On his arrival there he had 
called on M. Bourgeois, who had just ecased to be Minister, ‘The fact of his arriving 
during the M is had, however, had the advantage of enablin him to have 
a longer eonversati h the President than perhaps would otherwise have been the 
case, M, Fallidres had stated that he had made it condition of introsting 
M, Clemenceau with the formation of the Ministry, that there should he no change in 
the foreign policy of France. No doubt appreliensions lind been felt in. certain 
quarters at: the fact of M, Clemenceau hasing hecome Prime Minister, but M, Isvolsky 

convinged that he would pursue a prudent and pe: fey with regard. to, 

nal d would devote himself more especially to internal questions, 
put in force the law with regard to the Chureh, but he had 


jul selected did not commun many 
Isky hind gathered that the general. impressi 
finistry would not be of long duration, as the other groups in the 
Chamber would before long combine against him, 
Since he had been in Berlin, M. Tsvolsky had been received by the Emperor, and 
a long conver with Prince Biilow, with whom he was going to dine 
to-night. He need not tell me how extraordinarily sensitive the Germans were with 
regard to any arrangement which might he come to between any. two countries 
without their haying heen consulted. Me was therefore not surprised at being. told, 
shortly after Iris appointment as Minister for Foreign Affairs, by the German 
Ambassador in St. Petersburgh, that ‘the German Government, while hailing with 
satisfaction any arrangement between England and Russia which would contribute 
towards the maintenance of the peace of the world, expected to be consulted with 
inl to any points in such an Agreoment which might affect German interests, He 
had replied that the understanding which might eventually be arrived at between 
England and Russia menvly aimed at removing the causes of frietion which were duis 
to their respective interests in the East, It certainly would not be dirveted against 
and he asked what were the German interests to which the 
juded. ‘The answer had been, as he had expected, the Bagdad 
Kailway. He hail expressed the opinion that the Bagdad Railway should be eons 
sidered asa German undertaking, and that Germany should certainly be consulted 1 
amy question couneeted with it, As Germany was secking for the parti 
[1682] 





English, French, and Russian capital in this undertaking, he was strongly of opinion 
that any negotiations on the subject should be conducted by the four Powers 
jointly, and not separately, During his recent visit to Paris, lie had again 
expres ‘win which the French Government concurred, and he had 
repeated it in his Pillow, whom, he believed, he had 
J that an understanding between England and Russia would not in any way 
ted against Germany. It would, he said, be ridiculous to suppose that 
Te eowraphieal position, and the internal condition of the 

country, could deliberately seek a quarrel with German 
"hare was one question which AE. Tsvolsky considered should at once engage the 
attention of the Great Rowers, and that was, the reform of the Judiciary in Macedonia, 
He had not. yet heard whether the Sultan had agreed to the conditions contained in 
the last note presentol by the Ambassadors at Constantinople on the subject of the 
incronse of the customs duties, He had, however, little doubt that he would do so, 
and that sufficient money would then be found to defray the expenses of the 
‘Administration. He considered it essential that the judicial reform should then be 
undortaken, and he holieved that if this were done, the Civil Agents and the Fiuaneial 
Commission would be 1 real improvement in the condition of the 
countiy, He did not anti rmeiliate complications in the Balkans, such as 
would undoubtediy hiave broken out if the Powers had permitted the annexation of 
Grote by Greece. The Bulgarians would in that case certainly have demanded some 
territorial compensation, aud would have resorted to force had it been denied them. 
T said that it appeared to me that this demand of the Bulgarians was unreasonable, as 
none of the other Balkan States had recoived compensition when Fastern Roumelia 
‘vas united to Bulgaria, M. favolsky smiled, and said that this took place so long ago 
that people had forgotten all about it. T asked whether he thought tat there would 
he danger of complications arising in the evont of the death of the Sultan. He 
replied that, hier did not seo any reason for alarm, and he thought that the Sultan's 
fuceesaor soul allowed to take peaceful possession of the tone. Te lal been 
glad to hear that the Sultan had recovered his health, and that his illness had not 
Deen so sovere as had been generally supposed. In his opinion, a more serious 
situation would be created ithe Emperor of Austria were to disappear from the scene. 
As long Majesty lived, it was not. probable tliat there would be any serious 
tnuble in his dominions, and the demand of the Hungarians for separation from 
‘Austria would not probably take effect during His Majesty's lifetime, which it was 

fhe prolongot for miny years. 

jul. to $06 that thore had been some improve- 


ction of M, Stolypin, who w 
the internal alfairs at this dificult moment, He y 
‘character and very calm, 
‘The terrible calamity which had hefallen his family had raised hhim in the 
al estimation, as even on the night of the catastrophe itself, le devoted 
Ninel to his work as usual, He never flinched, and although ke would resolutely 
maintain orden, he was a progressive” man. 
Ontaking leave of mo, M. Isvolsky again expressed his great satisfaction that 
Sir Arthur Nicolson was now: His Majesty’s Ambassador at St, Petersburgh, and 
Nis which they were engaged would lead to a 
and and Russia, 
the messenger who will leave Berlin on the 
rsburgh and ‘Tehran to send a copy of this 


(Signed) PRANK C. LASCELLES, 





(37175) No. 102. 


Mr, G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 5.) 
(No. 720.) 
fe Pera, October 30, 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 206 of to-day, I have the honour to 
that at my interview with’ the Grand Vizier this afternoon I said that a di 
hind arisen between Turkey and Persia as the result of the oceupation by 
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troops of certain places which had for some time been an object of dispute, viz., Vemme, 
Lahijan, and Passova, the last named being undoubtedly in Persian territory. 

The Representatives of the two mediating Powers, Great Britain and Russia, had 
more than once recommended the tivo Mussulman Powers to come to an agreement as 
to the frontier in those regions. ‘Ihe Turkish and Persian Commissioners had been 
sent to the spot with this end in view, but the negotiations had! not reached any result 
and the difference was in danger of becoming acute. 


the tivo mediating Powers y ew to their proposing their good offices to ‘Ti 

for the solution of the question. ‘The zone within which the frontier was to be fixed 
had been defined by British and Russian Commissioners, and the two Governments, 
animated by the desire to contribute to an equitable solution and to the re-establish- 
ment of relations of good neighbourship between Turkey and Persia, were ready to uso 
their good offiecs again to appoint Commissioners to fix the frontier within the zone in 
concert with Turkish and Persian Commissioners. In conclusion { expressed the hope 
tliat the Ottoman Government, trusting to the impartiality of the two mediating 
Powers, would not liesitate to agree to the proposal. 

T afterwards, at the Grand Vizier’s request, made the same communication to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, leaving with his Excellency the text of what 1 had said in 
the form of an aide-ménoire, of which [ inelose a copy. 

age T used had been agreed upon beforehand with the Russian 
Ambassador, and later in the afternoon an exactly similar communication was made 
by M. Maykow, First Dragoman of the Russian 


Maykow nor to me did the Grand Vizier or Tewfik Pasha evince 
to have recourse to the good offices of the mediating Powers in the 
nt of the two Moslem Powers being unable to come to an agreement by themselves, 
wfik Pasha, indeed, spoke to me of our mediation as being the natural solution in 
contingency, adding that recourse to our good offices was quite admitted in 
principle. ‘Old me, however, that they hail suggested to the Persian Government 
that, as Persin objected to the frontier proposed hy the Ottoman Commissioner, she 
should make a counter-proposil, and. that they hat heard the day before from the 
‘Purkish Ambassador at; Tehran that instructions had been sent in the desired senso to 
the Persian Commissioner, and until the Porte knew the nature of the Persian 
counter-proposal they were not in» position to reply to our communication, 

Ater leaving the Porte T visited the Persian Ambassador, whom I had informed 
before of the communication we intended makins, and told Prince Riz Khan that 
our communication had not been unfavourably received. Mis Highness seemed much 
pleased, and told me that he the Palace, whose attitude on 
the frontier question lind un ising, was now inclined to 
ho more conciliatory, ‘This h ww he had had with Ghalib 
Pasha, the Grand Master of Coremoni sent by the Sultan to complain 
of the conduct of the Per His Majesty appeared to have 
been under the impression th ins were encroaching upon ‘urkish tervitory, 
His Highness had explained the real situation to Ghalib Pasha, and he thouglit that 
he had succeeded in removing from His Majesty’s mind the misapprehension under 
which he had heen labou 

T have, & 
(Signed) BARCLAY. 


Tnclosure in No. 192, 
Aide-mémoire, 


TL y ai peu pr’s une année qu’un différend a surgi entre la ‘Turquie et la Perse 
4 la suité de Yoceupation par des troupes Ottomanes des localités qui depuis quelque 
temps formaient un objet de contestation entre ces deux Puissances, Vemé ot 
Laliidjan, ainsi que de Pesyé, qui indubitablement est situé sur Ie territoire Persan, 
__ Les Représentants des deux Puissances médiatrices, Angleterre et la Russie, ont 
a plus d'une reprise été chargés par leurs Gouvernements respectifs de reeommandor 
aux deux Puissances Musulmanes de s'entendre sur une ligne de frontidre A fixer dans 
ces parages. Des Commissaires Ottoman et Persan ont été envoyés dans ce but sur 
ux, mais, ainsi qu'il résulte des informations parvenues tout récemment aux 
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Cabinets de Londres ot de Saint-Pétershourg, les nézociations entre les dits Commis- 
saires n'ont point abouti, et le différend risque de se compliquer. i 
hoses le ernement Persian 2 cra devoir intervenir aupres 
sourir aux bons 
fifiees des Puissances médiatrices pour ln solution du différend en question, 
La zone dans les limites de de frontiére entre Ia Turquie et la 
nt 66 py finie par los Commissaires des deux 
ouvernements d’Angleterre ct de Russie, étant animés du 
ile des conti ons pendantes et au réta~ 
nent des rapports dw hon voi ire les deux Puissances Musulinan 
prdts i user de nouveau de leurs hous offices, et de nommer des C 
Conjointement avec les Commissiires Ottoman et Persan, auraient 
dans les limites de Ia dite zone . 
Fin portant cette proposition & Ja connaissance du Gouvernement Impérial 
Ottomans le Charge @Aitaires dAngleterre ct VAmbassadeur de Russie se plaisent 
A espéror que, conttant é qui animent les deux 
Puissisices médiatriees, In $ rit In proposition 
Gisfessus expos 





(37345) 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 5.) 


‘WHE Undor-Seoretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seerctary oF State for rs, aul, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards hherewit the information of the y of State, paraphrase of a 
telogram from the Wicoroy, dated the 26h Octob 1 irrigation: 


India Office, November 5, 1906. 
————————————— 


Tnelosure in No. 1 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Welezraplie.) BP. 
KARUN Concession, 
iow is invited! to telogram ated 20th instant from His Majesty's: 
< tussia is prepared to allow head of Gulf to pass under inf 
som other European Power, it seams almost impossible to explai 
in that telegram, It is reported hy Resident in Persian Gulf that Sheikh of 
\Iidlosites toohtain Concession himself. Introduction to suitable financier 
’acoution of seer would thon he asked for hy Sheikh either of the Government of 
aty's Government, In yiow of fact that British lien on Arabi 
fama is bead firmly upheld, we agree with Cox in regarding idea as practicable. 
We would suguest that it should be considered a serious danger of 
Karin trict passing under foreign control, other t of Great Britain or of some 
Paver in olose entente with Groat Britain, if His Majesty's Government are not prepared 
Miemiselyes:to ask for the Concession, 
(Htepeated to Bushire and Pehran.) 


October 26, 1906. 





(37365) No.1. 
Si cl. Nivulsow to Sir Eitward Grey.—(Reeeived November 5.) 


(Ne. 288. Contidential) 

(Velegraphic.) 1 St. Petersburgh, November 5, 1906. 
TN conversation ty-day with the German Ainbassalor, his Exeelleney volunteered 

the information that his Government bad no wish to. oppose the conclusion of an 

Ngreoment between England and Russia in regant to Persia; farther, that they had 

jo desire to olitain any concessions there, and that all Germany asked was that the 

principle of the open tloor for trade should be maintained. 





[37364] No. 195. 


Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 6.) 
(No. 208:) 
(elegraphic.) P. 

FRONTIER between Persia and Turkey. 

‘Telegram of the inl November from His Majesty's Representative at Tehran. 

‘A report has been received from the Ottoman Commissioner to the effect: that @ 
counter-proposil is being prepared by the Persian Commissioner. With a view to, 
coming to an agreement, the Turkish Commissioner has been given a freer hand from. 
Constantinople, ) 


Constantinople, November 5, 1906. 





(36614) No. 196, 


Sir dwurd Grey wo Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 170) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Novenber 6, 1006. 

WITH reference to Mr. Grant Duil’s despatch No, 285, of 12th September, I 
transinit herewith copy of a letter from the Persian ‘ransport Company respecting 
their relations with the Mouin-el-Tojar on the Upper Karun.® 

T have to request that, if you see no objection, you will make representations to 
the Persion Government in the sense desired. 

Tam, &o, 


(Signed) WARD GREY. 





(87524) No, 197. 
Treasury to Foreign Office. —(Received November 7.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, November 6, 1906, 

TAM directed by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of Sir B, Gorst’s letter of the 30th ultimo, stating that it is proposed 
that a joint loan, not exceeding 50,0002, should be made by His Majesty's Government, 
to the Valiald, to secure his peaceful succession to the ‘Throne of Persia in the event of 
His Imnperial Majesty's decease, 

It is suggested that a sum, not exceeding 60,0002, should’ be advanced for this 
purpose out of Indian revenues through the Imperial Bonk of Persia, provided that 
their Lordships will assume the guarantee for half that amount, or 26,0001, that is to 
say, will undertake to make good to the Government of India half of any loss, in 

sspect of interest or capital, which may be incurred in the transaction; and Tam to 
request you to inform Secretary Sir Edward Grey that their Lordships coneur in the 
above proposal, which, they understand, is additional to and irrespective of the 
proposed joint Joan of 400,0002, to the Persian Government already sanctioned by them 
in their letter No. 17258/06. ‘They note that interest at the rate of 4 per cent, will be 
payable upon the above loan of 50,0001, (which is to be secured upon the customs of 
Farg and the Gulf ports), together with a eonsmiasion of 1 per, cont to, the Tmperial 

My Lords prefer the arrangement herein sanctioned to the alternative suggested 
by the Secretary of State for India in Council in the inclosure to Sir 5. Gorst’s further 
letter of the 3rd instant. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed), W, HAMILTON, 


(37537) No. 198, 


Sir A. Nicolson (0 Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received November 7.) 


1.) 
sraphic.) P. 

MY telegram No, 289 of the 5th November. 

I related to M. Isvolsky the substance of the statements made to me by the 

German Ambassador in regard to our Persian negotiations. 1 will report by bag 


St, Petersburgh, November 7, 1906. 


2 © No. 0s. 
(aos: 
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to-morrow his account of what passed at Berlin, when practically similar assurances 
were given to him. I yenture to think quite satisfactory the attitude and language 
held by him at Berlin, He no longer fears the danger of the interference of third 
Powers during the course of our negotiations. 





(37624) No, 199, 


‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(0, 203.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, November 7, 1906. 

LOAN to the Valiahd : see your telegram No. 320 of the 30th ultimo. 

‘The {mperial Bank have been informed that, immediately the Shah dies, 50,0001. 
will be placed to your order either at Ta 

‘Nhe same conditions with regard to security and interest as were made in the case 
of our loans to Persian Government in 1903 and 1904 will be required for this loan, 








(36614) No. 200. 
Foreign Office to Versian Transport Company. 


Bir, Foreign Office, November 7, 1906. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 29th ultimo respecting the relations of your Company with the Mouin-el-Tujer 
on the Upper Karun, 

1 am to inform you that Sir B, Grey will communicate with His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran on lie subject, 

Tam, & 
(Signed) GoRs?, 





(87524| No. 201. 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 
Joutidential,) 


1 AM directed by S 
ment have decided, in agree Russian “Govern a joint 
dudvaneo of 10,0008, in_-equ ies, to the Valiahd, on the oceasion of the decease 
of the Shah, tobe devoted to payment of arrears due to the nd! to other current 
expenses, 
portion of this adyanc be huld in readinoss by the 
ral of the Tndia Of} vent to the Imperial Rank 
Imperial Majesty. 


I be obliged if to hold this sum at the 





Foreign Office to India Office. 


Fireign Office. November 8, 1906. 
Sir E, Grey to transmit to y Taid before the 
tate for India, copy of a letter from the Treasury respecting the proposed 

Joa to the Valiahd,® 
of your letter of the 2nd i suggestion that one half of 
the ice should be. provided from funds, was forwarded to the Lords 
Commissioners who, as you will observe, prefer to adhere to the arrangement that the 


Ne 197. 
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{37539} No. 198°, 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 7.) 


(No. 330.) 
(Telezraphic.) P. 
HEALTH of His Majesty the Shah. 


According to the doctots’ report, during the last week a marked change for the 
worse has taken place. 


‘The lungs are congested, and there is a great increase of the ascites. 
‘The Russian doctor sleeps at the Palace, anda German specialist is expected to. 


Tehran, November 7, 1906. 


(37655) No, 200°, 


* Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 8.) 
No: 332) 
Pelegraphic.) P, Tehran, November 8, 1906, 
LOAN for Valiahd. bua 
Shall I communicate the sense of your telegram No. 203 to the Russian Minister, 
and add that [am to expend this sum in concert with him forthe maintenance of order 
inceage of mocssriny?) (Seoxyour telegram No, 62) 
A sum of 30,0001. is being held in reserve at Tabrooz by the Russian Bank, ‘This 


uel to suflice for the journey of the Valiahd and the payment of the troops at 
Tabreez. 
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whole amount should be furnished from Indian revenues, His Majesty’s Government 
undertaking to guarantee the interest and capital of one moicty (25,0001.) of the 
advance. 

Tam accordingly to state that a request for payment of the sum of 50,0001, to the 
Imperial Bank will, in the event of the Shah’s death, be made to your Department. 

A copy of a letter which has been addressed to the Imperial Bank on the subject 
is inclosed.* 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) E, GORST. 


[37847] 
The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreiyn Office.—(Received November 10.) 


25, Abchurch Lane, London, 
Sir, November 9, 1906. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt this morning of your Confidential 
letter of yesterday's date, and have carefully noted the contents, 

Instructions were at once sent by telegram to the Chief Manager of the Bank in 
Tehran, requesting him to hold the sum of 50,0001. at the disposal of His Majesty's 

ster either in Tehran or in ‘Tabreez. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, Manager. 


re ee ees 
" [37829] No. 204. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office-—(Received November 10.) 


8, Solter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
, November 9, 1906, 

I HAVE the honour to refer to your letter of the 15th ultimo, covering copy of 
a despatch from His Majesty’s Cha VAffaires at Tehran on the subject of th 
Bakhtiari Road. ‘This correspo originated in our contention that the road w: 
in bad order, and had not been repaired imed by the Bakhtiari Chiefs, Tt is now 

s 1 by the correspondence under 
had not actually executed the r 
ion had been completed t n 
pleasure that THis Majesty's Cha re ptain Lorimer to report 
fully on the general condition of the k, a Vanserais as soon as the 
Khans have intimated in writing that # repairs have been completed. 
In this connection, 1 would yenture respectfully to submit that the value of such 
report will be greatly euhaneed if based upon spec al knowledge of the 
sort of track y for the safe transport of mere! by camel, mule, or 
donkey caravans varying conditions of weather, and also upon a comparison of 
the present state of this ttack with the state of other tracks with which it has to 
compete, ‘The facility with which loaded passenger caravan, tended by 
numerous servants, traverses s oii ‘ion of its true utility. We 
are aware that such a capable office: aptai ri vil is already considerable 
experience of conditions in Per admirably qualified to give a general report on 
the road and the questions connected with it; but our suggestion is that if His 
y's Government were to permit him to take with him an expert on tho 
technical points above mentioned his report would greatly gain in value, 

We may observe that Mr. Parry, an experienced officer of this Company, will 
probably be travelling from Ispalan to Ahwaz in the early spring, Should’ it be 
found impossible to obtain the services of a trained expert, we cannot help thinking 
that Mr. Parry's work during recent years in connection with the operations of the 
‘Transport Company, which included special attention to the technical points above 
referred to, would qualify him in a great degree to be of assistance to Captain 
Lorimer. We should be glad to instruct him to go over the track with Captain 
Lorimer in his inspection should that course be desired. In any case, we certainly 


© No, 201. 



































pays 





entitled to know that this track is Kept in as good a state of repair 
fas when it was originally handed over to the Chiefs; and Mr. Parry's knowledge on 
this matter s to be an essential factor in determini 
hope that it will be stated in the report n 
track may happen to be at the moment of travers 
under varying ions of weather. Soft loam, 
surface in'dry weather, and may be a quagmire in, wet 
With reference to the Report already ied by Captain Lorimer and his 
comments under the heading of  Caravanserais,” | drew attention to the question of 
fodder and supple iter of the 12th July last, Proper regulation of fodder 
and supplies sit em 
the Company en 
agree to intrust thi 
AS regards brid 
rests with the Compan, 
haye delayed further action till the very last moment in the hope of 
eneral arrangement with the Khans which would enable us to combine this with 
ther work, But it is imperative, in protection of our interest this annual 
inspection next spring, We shall be obliged if His Britannic Majesty's Minister in 
ehran will instruct the Consul at Ahwaz to inform the Khans to that effect. We 
sliall be pleased to submit our Dill of cost against the Khans to the revision of His 
Britannie Majesty's Consul at Atiwaz, 
Wil ptain Lorimer’s remarks under the heading of “ufanchis” or 
road guards, we beg to point out that these guards are under the orders of the Khans, 
who should maintain discipline and pay them proper wages in order to put an end to 








































id to point out that the care of these structures 
spection took place in the summer of 1904; we 
weluding a 





























the disgraceful blackm of passengers, 
T have, te. 
(Signed) H, W. MACLEAN, Secretary, 
(37918) No. 205. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Eidward Grey.—(Received November 12, 





No. 726.) 
Si St. Petersburgh, October 31, 1906. 
ON tie receipt of your telegram No, 425 of the 20th instant, T addressed a 
private letter to M. Goubistolf, of which T have the honour to transmit a copy, 
forming his Txeetleney of the modification which the Persian Government desired 
to seo int to the advance to be made by 
the Governments of Great Britain and Russia, and inquiring whether the Imperial 
Government would ved to join with [His Majesty’s Government in accepting 
the proposed mod 
TT heck ved vestonday a reply from Me Goubastoft, of whtgh T beg leave to transmit 
x that M. Hartwig was authorized to arrange that the repayment of the 
ho effected on the expiration of one year, and that a notice should be 
given to the Persian Government nine months after the date of the signature of the 
Contract. 
T do not know 
their conditions in a 






























you would wish me to press the Russinn Government to modify 
nse more in conformity with the proposal of the Persian 
Government, or whet yiew of the trgent needs of the Persian Treasury, and in 
order to avoid further delay, you would be willing to adopt the phraseology of the 
Russian text, 1 communicated to you in my telegram No, 283 of to-day's date the 
substance of tho reply of M, Goubastoif, 











T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 





Inclosure 1 in No 205. 
Sir A. Nicolson to M. Goubastoff. 
Chev M. Goubastott, 


NOS deux Ministres A Téhéran ont 
ausujet do Pavanee, Le Gow 


Saint-Pétersbourg, ce 17 (80) Octobre, 1906. 
izé un Contrat avee Ie Gouvernement 
ment Persin désire une modification dans 





Be 
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[37885] No. 204.4. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 10.) 
(No. 333.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
PERSIAN Loan. 
Lhiear that objections to the advance are now being raised by the Chief Mullahs. 
‘The Contract is not yet signed. 








Tehran, November 10, 1906. 
























(37888) No. 2042. 





Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received November 10.) 





(No. 334) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehvui, November 10, 1906, 
FOLLOWING sent to India: 
* Protection of Shira Rod 
“Th hias been suggested 














Bushire telegram of 22nd A 
wy His Majesty’s Consul at Sh 
probably be excesses on the part of the tribes in the event of the Shalt’s 
the four principal telegraph stations on the Bushire road should be fur 
guard of six men, drawn from the Bushire detachment, for the protect 
the telograph staff, and British merchandize on the road, 

*Porsian military protection is not likely to. bo ¢ 
ropresentations to the Persian Government demanding it, As the question is mainly a 
tnilitary one, T suggest that the military authorities be consulted and the matter laid 
before the Home Government. ‘The Persian Government would doubtless deeply, 
resent the proposed action, but, on the other hand, the danger is 1 real one. i 

*Thave warned His Majesty's Consuls, the ‘Telegraph Department, and British 
merchants.” 





8 there will 
h, cach of i 
ished with a 
on of the line, 
















fective, but 1 can make strong 
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wal November 11.) 
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Sir ©, Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Re 
it) Teliran, November 1, 1906. 


) 
MON of Shiraz road, 
raph line, 
Between Shi are no British subjects, (Please seo your 
telegram No, 89 of July 2 and Article {1 of Telegraph Convention.) 
2. Commerce 
Zioglor's Agent, whom 1 have consulted, says that the expense aud difieulty of 
{ransport would constitute objections to sending convoys of tiuops. 
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PArticle 5, qui est ainsi concn; “Les Gonvernements de Russie et de la Grande- 
Bretagne se réservent le droit de donner un avis de quatre mois an Gouvernement 
Persan de la date d laquelle le Gouvernement Persan devrait rembourser,” &e. 

Te Gouvernement Persan désire faire insérer aprés les mots “se réservent le 
droit” les mots “apres un délai d’une année.” 

Mon Gouvernement est prét 2 accepter cette modification, et je vous serais trds 


reconnaissant si yous youdriez bien me faire savoir si le Gouvernement Impérial est 
du méme avis. 


Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) ‘A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure 2 n No. 205. 
M. Goubastojf to Sir A. Nicolson. 


M, Ambassadeur, Saint-Petershourg, le 17 (80) Octobre, 1906. 

TN réponse d la lettre que votre Excellence a bien voulu m’adresser en date de 
ce jour, je m'empresse de yous faire savoir que M. de Hartwig est autorisé & fixer & 
un an le terme de l'amortissement de Vayance i fai au Gouyernement Persan, 
L’Article 5 de la Convention y relative serait done rédigé dans des termes garantissant 
4 PAngleterre et ila Russie le droit d’exiger le remboursement de ’avance un an apres 
Ia signature de la Convention, i condition de prévenir le Gouvernement Persan trois 
mois auparavant, e’est-I-(lire neuf mois aprés Ia date de la signature, 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Signé) GOUBASLO 





{87919} No. 206. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 12.) 
Wo. 727.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, October 31, 1906. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 282 of to-day’s date, 1 have the honour to 
transmit copy of an aide-mémoire which I have received from the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs, stating the arrangement which lias been arrived at between the Russian and 
British Representatives at Constantinople relative to the form of mediation to be 
offered in the matter of the ‘Turco-Persian fronticr dispute. 

Thave, 


ke, 
(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 


Inclosure in No. 206. 
Aide-mémoire communicated by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, October 17 (30), 1906, 


POUR faire suite & son aide-mémoire du 9 Octobre courant, le Ministare Impérial 
des Affaires Etrangeres a I"honneur de faire savoir h l’Ambassade de la Grande-Bretagne 
que, ainsi qu’il a été cenvenu entre M. Zinoviev et Mr, Barclay, les Représentants de 
Russie et d’Angleterre se borneront A proposer 4 la Sublime Porte Ja médiation de 
leurs Gonyernements respectifs, en ne mentionnant avance aucune ligne de démarea- 
tion définie, et qwils remettront au Grand Vizir, d’une manitre tout } fait privée, un 
pro-memorid i ce sujet. 


(37927) No. 207. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 
(No. 735.) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, November 4, 1906. 
I CALLED on M. Isvolsky yesterday afternoon, and stated to him that now that 
he had returned to St. Petersburgh I trusted that our negotiations would proceed with 


reasonable despatch, I told his Excellency that the details of an immediate advance of 
[1682] 2P 
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y to the Persian Government were practically settled, and that we were now at 
liberty to deal with the wider question of our fature relations in Persia. Daring his 
absence from St. Petersburgh, Thad been in communication with you on the subject, and 
that you were of opinion that progress should he made in the discussions. It seemed to 
me that there were no serious obstacles in the way of a fairly speedy settlement, ani, 
indewd, owing to certain indiscretions which had given the public press occa 
comment on our negotiations, it was desirable that we should come to terms with as 
Tittle delay as possible 

M. Isvolsky replied, that he need not repeat to me that he was sincerely desirous 
of arriving at i final arrangement, but that he must be allowed time to overcome the 
opposition which existed in cert h-against the principle 
‘of n friendly understanding with ¢ n, as against the basis on which we proposed 
to found am Agreements He was personally quite in accord with our views (‘je suis 
parfaitement dans votre ordre d'idées”), but the proposal to delimit spheres of influence 
Was by several important authorities regarded with much hesitation and doubt. For 
instanieo, the Stall, with whom he had not yet discussed the matter seriously, 
Were, he gathered, iniisposed to abindon Seistan absolutely to our influence and eoutrol. 
Mo the m litury mind Hose districts were of great strategieal importance, aud migit in 
the fiture bo of great value, He would then have to be armed with strong arguinents 
to overeom Opposition sind to remove their objections, and he would have to be 
able to prove to the military.anthorities that compensatory ailvantay d be acquired 
clsenhere. Then, again, there was w great mass of public opinion to be converted and 
he brought over {0 the ney: direction which would be given to Russian foreign policy. 
In view of these considerations, it was evident that some time must clipse before we 
could approach the end of our negotiations. 

Told Mi. fsvolsky that the military mind only saw one side of the question, and 
that opposition to an aiangement trom military quarters was to be expected, perhaps 
not exclusively in Russia, ite should not imagine that there was « consensus of opinion 
among all the authorities who had been consulted on our sides Iut the responsible 
Aireetory of the negotiations did uot give undue weight to the military point of view, 

I intend to go into this portion of the question more fully on another occasion, as 
T wished yesterday’ to lead the conversition on to other rom Tn connection with 
the militiry point of view, | would hex leave to call your attention to the enclosed letter 
from Colonel Napier, whom Thad desired to sound the Chic of the General Stutf on the 
subject ofan Anglo-Rissian understanding, 

Ufurttiow told M, Tavolsky that, so far as I was able to ascertain, public opinion in 
Russin was, gonorully speaking, in favour of an arrangenient with Great Britain, aud 
Journals so wide apart in polities ay the * Novoe Vreyma” and the Oko” were singing 
pwans in praise of an .\greemen 
His Hxcelleney said that it wax posible that a portion of the press were well 
disposed, but he eit ‘oF Wo papers who were opposed to an abandonment of the 
sociilar policy of Russia, ‘There was, he added, another point whieh somewhat perplexed 
him. He presumed that our Convention, when signed, would be published, and he was 
pitzaled liow 1 preamble would be composed which would, satisfy: the Persian Govern 
ment and other ¢ountries that we were not proceeding: toa division of Persia and were 
not depicting trom the principle of the open door.” 

{ oliserved to M, Esvoisky Chat 1 did uot consider that the drafting of a suitable 
preauible would he w matter ob gr could place at the beginning a 
pliriso testifying one mutual desire to maintain the integrity and independence of 
Persia, and we could then proceed to mention that, ih view of our respective zeoxraphical 
Honticns marching with those of Persia, it was desirable, in the iaterests of peace and 
gon vider, that neither Great Britain nor Russia should seek or maintain influence in 
the disiriets whieh: bordered on the frontier of the other, We could define those 
Mistricts in the course of our negotiations, We had, indeed, already specified the 
districts whieh we considered essential to the security of our frontiers, and L understood 
fro him that what T might term dhe Russian disteiet would lie in the north of Persia. 
The two districts would, 1 trusted, not be contiguous, but that there would be an 
intervening space Netween them. ‘To my mind, that was a most desirable cond 
We could then obtain from the Persian Government an engagement not to allow either 
distriet to he disturbed by admitting another Power to interests in it. No Power could 
possibly take exception to such an arrangement, as ou rights to seeare our frontiers 
from disturbances of interference were incontestable. It would, | said, be well nat to 
mention “spheres of influence or interest.” {had not, Ladded, @ ready-drawn formula 
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to submit to him, but what T mentioned was the general outline, and T knew that it was 
in accordance with your views, 

M, Isvolsky remarked that, as we wished to exelude the grant of concessions to 
other Powers in our districts, some of the latter—Germany, for instanee—might contend 
that we were not upholding the principle of the “open door.” 

Treplied that I could not agree with that view. Tt was quite true that we should 
not admit that other Powers should seek for concessions in our district, and he knew 
well that concessions for railways and other enterprises in countries such as Persia 
carried more with them than appeared on the surface, But T did not think that it was 
desired to shit the door to legitimate commerce, and, in any case, throughont the whole 
of the rest of Persia the door would be sufficiently wide ‘open to any coucessions and 
trade which other Powers might wish to promote, He had mentioned Germany; vas 
T to unilerstand that that Power had raised any objections to our arriving at an 
understanding: between ourselves? 

M. Iwvolsky said that he had carefull 


























bstained from allowing Germany to have 
any insight into the nature of our negotiations, as he considered that these were matters 
which concerned usalone, Althimzh Germany had shown no disposition to place spokes in 
our wheel (‘de mettre des bitons dans nos roves”), dent that she had no interest 
in seoing us arrive at an understanding (*clle n’avait pas d’intérét de nous voir arriver 
une entente”). Twould naturally recollect what had occurred in the matter of the Anglo- 
French Agreement in respect. of Moroceo, and the difficulties in which M. Deleassé had 
been placed hy not having previously or opportuncly acquainted the Gorman Government 
with what had been arranged. Moreover, 1 had’ not made it clear to him how the 
Persian Government would he induced to view with complacency the arrangement which 
Thad sketched, Supposing they were to regard it as a partition, in w disguised form, of 
their country, and were to turn to Germany to intervene in the maticr? was not to 
join thes observations that he was raising unnecessarily imaginary difficulties 

He was wholly and sincerely in fayour of our coming to an under- 

standing, ut he wished to lay before me the different aspects of the case, especially as 
it would present itself to other parties, and to show me that the question was. not one 
whic! could be solve easily or speedily, 

T did not think it prudent at our first meeting after his retum to go more fully into 
the attitude and views of Germany, as he may still be under the influence of his 
recent sisit to Berlin, and disinclined to be probe on the matter, Twill obtain anothor 
opportunity before this messenger leaves of questioning him more closely on the 
subject, und L did not desire to give him the impression that, 1 was either anxious or 
distrustful as to what had passed at his interview at the German capital. 

Rotore leaving the question of Persia, T put to him the direct question as to 
whether the Emperor was. still in fayour of an understanding with Great Britain, 
M, Isvolsky replied that undoubtedly tis Majesty, was still of the same mind; but that 
when the ques 
came before H 














































casi 
side of the militar 
jons which my conversation with M, Isvolsky left on my mind are that, 
though personally desirous of coming to an arrangement, he is disposed to, proceed with 

liberate caution, andto make such slow progress ag would unduly: prolong 
stiations and permit the introduction of elements which might be of a disturbing 


1, 1 think, be necessary to stimulate M. Isvolsky to proceed more rapidly, and 
gest tint it would be of advantage if 1 could’ be furnished with the draft 
Je which would serve as a preamble to our Agreement: in regard to. Pai 
ch wonld he drawn on the lines which 1 hastily sketched to M, Isvolsky. I 
i that if he were placed in possession of sucha draft, some of his hesitations would 
e removed, and he would see that our proposals were not so difficult to frame as he at 
present appears to imagize, We could in this Article, or Articles, lay down out mutual 
desire not to disturb the political status of Persia, and also specify the districts in 
which, in view of the propinguity to the Afghan and Belooch frontiers, we are anxious 
to maintain peace and order, and in which ve could not admit the interference of othier 
Powers, 
We should be obliged to leave in blank the districts in which Russia has «’similar 
interest, but this lacuna would afford a good reason for urging the Russian Government 


a posi 
didn 

















character. 






























































nad he 














to supply tho omissions, 1 also believe that M. lavolsky, had he this document in hand, 
would he in a better position to discuss matters with the Emperor and with his 
colleagues. 
Ihave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 








Inelosure in No, 207. 





Liewtenant-Colonel Napier to Sir salson. 

(Confidential,) 

Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 3, 1906. 
I HAVE the hinour to report that, in accordance your Exeellency's des 

should endeavour to ascertain what are the vies of the military perty on the question of 

an Agreement about Persia, 1 took Bie opportunity. yesterday, when paying my respects 

to General Palitzin on my return to duty after « prolonged absence, of sounding him on 

the 




















al Palitzin, Chief of the General Staff, is at present, with the exception of the 

Nicolas, the most influential officer at head-quarters, He received me with 
great cordiality, and conversed on a variety of topies, so that I was able to introduce 
the subject of Persia without raising any suspicion of that being the special object of 
my ¥ 












General Palitzin expressed himself, I believe sincerely, in favour of friendship with 
Bugland, and declared that all through Asia we had a great many interests in common, 
Put that the wutual distrust and misunderstandings which had lasted so long could not 
Ve piit aside ina moment, and made an Agreement very difficult, As regards Persia, he 
Giil not helieve in, and was opposed to, splieres of influence, In his opinion, it was not a 
practical poliey. ‘The trade of Persia was a matter of real importance, and it was 
impossible to set limits to its operations, which were governed by the laws of supply 
and demand, geographical considerations, means of transport, &e., which enabled one or 
other country to push its trade in various directions at the expense of its rivals. Of 
course it was possible to divide up Persia ; but if Russia and England each took spheres 
of infhienee, Germany and other countries would also demand their share, and then we 
should have to c Persia, 

General Palitzin did not look with favour on the prospect of the Bagdad Railway 
with a branch to Khanikin, but thought the prospect as remote, and meanywhile he was 
not an advocate for pre the Bussian railway from Brivan towards ‘Tebran, He 
avoided wiving any strategieal reasons for his objection to spheres of influence, and I 
could not press him on that point without putting forward the actual proposals of our 
Governnient and betraying my pinpose, which your Excellency wished me to avoid. 

Tiave, &e. 
(Signed) H, D, NAPIER, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 




























































37929) No, 208. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 737.) 
Bir, St. Petersburgh, November 4, 1906, 

T INFORMED M, Isvolsky yesterday that T had communieated to you the 
‘aide-ménoire which he had loft with me before his departure from St. Petersburgh, in 

ard to the Meshed-Soistan telegraph line, and that [had since received a reply 
from you, the substance of which T had consigned in a Memorandum, aud whieh 
k his permission to rend to him, T have the honour to transmit a copy 

‘of the document which 1 read to his Exeetleney, and which 1 left with him. 

M, Isvolsky observed that the Russian Legation had recived an engagement 
‘two or three years nyo from the Persian Gozernment to permit the installation of the 
terminal end’ of the line in the Ruskin office, and as the recent measure was merely 
putting into execution a concession which had previously been granted, he did not see 
that there had heen any disturbance of the status quo. 

J was proceeding to disouss this point with M, Isvolsky when his Excellency 
Deggedl me to dofer entering into details. He was well aware of the views which we 
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held, and he promised to look into the matter again very carefully, and examine the 
document which I had just read to him. 

T told him that T would comply with his desire and speak to him later on the 
subject, but. the question was one which should be speedily settled. I shall see 
M. Isvolsky in a day or two, and press him to give me a reply. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





—1 had the lionour to communicate with you on this subject in my telegram 
of the 3rd instant. 





Inclosure in No. 208, 
Aide-Mémoire, 


L/AMBASSADB de Sa Majesté Britannique a eu Vhonneur de recevoir l'aide- 
mémoire que le Ministére Impérial des Affaires Btrangéres a bien youlu lui 
communiquer en date du 27 Septembre (10 Octobre) dernier, au sujet de la ligne’ 
télégraphique Méched-Nausretabad. Te Ministre Impérial propose vin arrangement 
qui lui semble devoir concilier les deux parties, et qui consiste dajouter des fils 
spécinux sur les lignes Téhéran-Méched et dé Méched-Nausretabad, qui devratent 
Gre inclus dans des appareils Russes ot Anglais respectivement. L/Ambassade de 
Sa Majesté Britannique eroit devoir faire observer que les mesures qui ont 6t6 prises 
récemment sur la ligne Méched-Nausretabad ont cu pour résultat de transférer le 
controle de la ligne des mains des autorités Persanes aux maing des auttorités Russes j 
ct elles constituent aux yeux du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique une 
modification sensible du slau quo, 4 un moment ot des négociations ont: été ouverts 
entre les deux ts au sujet de cortaines questions en Asie Centrale, 

Jusquiau mois de Juin dernier, la ligne de Setstan aboutissait dans le Bureat 
Persan, ct los télégraphistes Persans eédaient 4 des heures fixes Vemploi do Ia ligne 
aux téézraphistes Russes ot Anglais, Dernidrement lo fil a été transféré dans. to 
Bureau Russe, qui par conséquent a le controle effecti¢ sur toute communication 
télégraphique entre Méched ct Seistan, A co sujet I'Ambassade Britannique se pe 
de mentionner par parenthi’se que depuis le transfert au Bureau Russo, des délais 
sont survenus dans la transmission des messages entre Ia Légation Britannique et 
Seistan, et que le Consul Anglais X Turbatsi-Haidari rencontre des diffieultés: duns 
ses communications avec les stations intermédiaires, 

TAmbassade Britannique youdrait ainsi faire remarquer que Ie_compromis 
proposé par le Ministdre Impérial présento des inconyénients du point do vue 
technique et financier, ear il entrainerait des dépenses aux deux Gouvernements qui 
ne seraient nullement comblées par les . Du reste, le Gouvernement 
Britannique ne se trouve pas i méme de ine Xun arrangement, méme provi- 
soire, qui est pas en harmonie ayeo certaines propositions que I’Ambassade 
Britannique a soumises an Ministére Impérial dans le but, de faeiliter un arrange- 
ment entre les deux pays pour régler leurs relations avec la Perse. 

L’Ambassade Britannique, a foujours du désir de faciliter les négociations 
qui sont si heureusement entamées ayee le Ministére Impérial sur plusiours questions 
pendantes, propose ou de remettre les choses dans I'Etat ot elles Gaient avant le 
transfert de la ligne au Bureau Russe, cest-A-dire, avant le mois de Juin (x.s.), 
jusqu’a ce qu'un accord définitif sur la Perse soit survenu, ow de faire un échange, 
comme il a déja G€é proposé entre les deux lignes de 'Téhéran-Méched et Méched= 
Nausretabad. 

L'Ambassade Britannique aime 4 croire que le Ministdre Impérial youdrait bien 
adopter une des deux solutions qu’elle a honnour de lui soumettre, 


Le 21 Octobre (3 Novembre), 1906. 
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[37980] No. 209. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 


(ie 738, Confidential.) 
ir, St, Petersburgh, November 5, 1906. 

1 CALLED on the German Ambassador to-day, who conversed with me as to the 
visit of M, Isvolsky to Berlin, where the latter had created a most favourable impression, 
‘and had been, he thought, gratified by the cordial reception which had been accorded 
to him. M, de Schoen said that M. Isvolsky had appeared anxious to ascertain the views 
of the (German Goyernment in regard to the negotiations between the Governments of 
Great Britain and Russia in respect to Persia, and he trusted that any uneasiness which 
his Excellency might have felt with regard to the attitude of Germany had been: 
dispelled. 

Germany, M, de Schoen continued, had no desire to place any obstacles in the way 
of an understanding between Great Britain and Russia, and had no wish to secure any 
concessions for herself in Persia either to banks or railw All that desired 
48 that the principle of the open door should be upheld as regards trade. No German 
bank appeared to he desirous of establishing an institution in Persia, where the Imperial 
Bank already occupied the ground, ‘There had been some absurd talk in the papers 
many establishing schools, and even a University at Tehran, Nothing could be: 
ver from the fa 1 that had been done was to open a German school for little 

i girls. He understood from M. Isvolsky that our negotiations were likely to 
for some time, as there was considerable opposition to be overcome in certain 
iter having terminated our discussions as to Persia, wo 
should thon deal with Afghanistan and ‘Thibet, in regard to which he presumed there 
would be no difliculty. 

T told M. de Schoen that our negotiations in regard to Persia had for their main 
object the removal of all possible causes of friction between the two countries; that 
the principle of the open door was a cherished one in my country ; and that it was 
possible that our negotiations would proceed slowly, as it would take time to create a 
fresh departure from the traditional policy which had hitherto been pursued, and which 
was ouly of advantaye to the politicians of Persia who delighted in playing one country 
off against the other. 

M. de Schoen voluntarily touched the subject of our negotiations, and T will 
communicate to M. Isvolshy the substance of our conversation at my next interyiow 
with a T reported the outline of the aboye conversation in iny telegram No, 259 of 

s date. 







































































T have, &e. 
; (Signed) A, NICOLSON, 





($7937) 210. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 12.) 


(No. 745.) 
Sir, Si, Pelershurgli, November 7, 1906, 

T TOOK an opportunity, at the weekly reception of M. Isyolsky to-day, to give him 
the substance of the remarks which the German Ambassador made to me a day or two. 
ago on the subject of the attitude of the German Government towards the negotiations 


hetween Russia and Great Britain in regard to Persia, and which I had the honour to 
report to you in my despatch No. 78, Confidential, of the Sth instant. 

M, Isvolsky said he was gratified to receive the information which | had given him, 
and was pleased with the reply which | had made to my German colleague, as it was 
conceived in the sense of the language which he had himself held at Berlin. 

M. Isyolsky satd that he had, he confessed, always been a little uneasy as to the attitude 
of Germany, and was afraid that she would suddenly appear as}a Deus ex machina, and 
place obstruetions at Teheran in the way of our negotiations, He had, therefore, 
determined to broach the subject himself at Berlin, and ascertain directly what views 
were held by the German Government. He had told Prince Bitlow that the negotiations 
which he was condueting in St. Petersburgh were not conceived in any hostile sense 
towards Germany, but had simply for object the removal of all causes of friction between 
the two countries in Central Asia, and the establishment of more amicable relations. 




















(38131) No. 210%. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 12.) 


(No, 930.) 

(elegraphie.) Pe 
MPSHED-SRISTAN Line, 
Twas told to-day by the Russian Minister that he had bad instructions from his 

Goverment to speak 16 me on the subject of the Meshod-Seistan line, His proposal 
apparently is that the English should he allowed to acquire the Seistan- Relat link and 
that the whole Tine from Tehran to 1 should be under joint control. He 
further informed ine. of the existence of a cypress forest which would afford abundant 
material for telegraph poles, and. suggested that we should make & joi wand to 
the Porsinn Government for the monopoly of exploiting it. 
© Tt was absolutely necessary for Russia, he said, to have means of securing 
information of the advance of plague. He laid great stress upou this. 


[told hin in reply that no instructions on the subject liad reached me from my 
Government 


Tehran, November 12, 1906, 





il 


between Great Britain and Rusia, He had! carefully abstained—and he particularly 
pegged me to inform you of this—from giving Prince Bilow any insight info the natate 
Gf cur negotiations, or into the tenour of the proposals which we had respectively 
caade to cach other, Tt would be undignified on our part to acquaint a third Power 
with the details of our discussions, and he should certainly decline either to take any one 
Wp our confidence or to submit any conclusions to which we might arrive to the approval 
ofanother party. Our negotiations were matters which eoncemed us alone, 

Tis Excellency said that he had told Prince Bulow further that he, for his. part, 
would always be careful to avoid taking any step which conid injure the legitimate 
Jnlerests of Germany, or indecd of any Power, and bad added that to enable him to 
guide his course it would be desirable if the German Government, would indicate: what 
Fiterests they had in Persia, whieh they vould desire to preserve intact 

Prince Bilow had replied that the only interests with which Germany was concerned 
were the Bagdad Railway and an open door for her commerce, 

AM. Isvolsky said that this statement, corroborated as it had been by what M. von 
Schoen had told we, relieved his mind, and gaye him every hope that the course of our 
nesotiations would continue without interruption, He had, he said, previously observed 
that there had been misgivings in the German mind that an understanding between 
Great Britain and Russia would in a sense isolate Germany, and that she would see 
growing round ler a ring in which she would be gonfined, THe thought: he hid satified 
fhe German Government that there was no such intention, and he was glad that I had 
employed to M. yon Seloen the phrase that the main object of our negotiations was to 
ferlove “causes of friction,” as these were the identical words which he had used at 
Berlin, No doubt M, von Schoen had been instructed to give me the assurances whieh 
hie had spontaneously conveyed to me, and he was of opinion that the atmosphere: was 
considerably cleared: 

M, Iavolaky suid that his course was not without difficulty, Me yas most honestly anc 
sincerely desirous of coming to a thoroughly friendly understanding with us, but, he had 
to walkewith care and prudence, as the imaintenance of good relations with Germany 
was very essential. His visit to Borlin had removed much uneasiness whieh he hid 

y felt, and he wished to assure me that he had found in his conversations. at 

10 susp nas, They bad put to him no leading or embarrassing 
questions, nor had they evineed any desire to aicertain on what lines our Uixeussions 
were proceeding. 

Me added that the Councillor of the German Fibassy, M. von Miquel, liad 

ended to make a journey to Persia, but had now abandoned it owing to the lateness 
At the season... This, he imagined, was an excuse, and he believed that he hut received 
nstrnetions to desist from his proje 

Ttold M. Usvolsky that I had been a little surprised al M. von Schoen, mention! 
to me that Germany did not intend to establish a bank at ‘Teheran, as Thad understood 
that a concession hiad already been granted and was on the point of being put into 
txeeution.. His Excellency said that the concession had undoubtedly been accorded, 
and the magniloquent Iingmge which the German Chargé dAtuires iad held at 
Telieran in rezard to it bad caused him some anxiety, He had, however, ascertained 
that the Chargé @’Afaizes had alloved himself to hold language which was nol 
futhorized, and that, hitherto, no German bank had been willing to undertake an 
tuterprise whieh offered Tittle remunerative prospects. tn any aye, he had been aesured 
at Berlin that the bank would liave no political character or aims, and vould merely 
serve as an intermediary for purely: commercial interests, 

M. Lsvolsky assured me agai that his mind was now at eaxo, and that, he intended 
to devote all his onergies towards facilitating an tinderstanding with Great Britain, 
Which he was convinced was the right policy for his Government to pursue. 

Thiaye, &o. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 





(38169) No, 211. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received November 13.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Seorotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a, paraphmse of a 
Telegram frou the Vieeroy, dated tho 11th instant, relative. to the Meshed-Seistan 
telegraph line. 

India. Office, November 12, 1906. 


SS 
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Inclosure in No, 211, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Telozraphic.) P. November 11, 1906. 
PERSIAN negotiations. Your telegram of the 5th instant. 
We desire to express’ our entire concun 
Government have taken up us rexards the Me 
attention to the fact that the material for the extension of th 
ja still stored’ at Robat, and that constriction of link could 
proximo, _ We would not, however, put the extension forward as 


set-off aguinst action of Ru spect of main line, 
tun ought desirable by His Majesty's Government, in the event 


of arofusal by Russia to accopt the ulternatives now offered, to equalize in some degree 
the position in Seistan by takiig ineasuiros to secure construction of the Robat extension. 
Real’ wolution of the difficulty, howover, lies in the exchange which His Majesty's 
Governmont have already suggested to Russia, ‘There can he no doubt that no further 
objection aeould he tained to the construction of the link if Russia accepts proposal of 
His Majesty's Government, 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





ich His Majesty's 
‘enture fo direct 
ting line to Robat 
commenced by 20th 
any way a complete 















































(88301) No.2 


Indiv Office to Foreiyn Ofice—(Received November 14.) 





THE Unier- 





tary of State for Tndia_ presents his compliments to the Under~ 
Secrotary of Stale for Forcizn Affairs, and, by. direction of Mr. Sevretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the infurrintion of the Secretary of State, eopy of inclosures in x 
letter from the Roreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 4th October, 
relative to Babrein alftirs, 


Iulia Of uber 13, 1906. 









, Now 





_—————————— 
Inclosure 1 in No. 212, 


Governnient of Indi to Major Cox. 
Simla, August 14, 1908, 


Sir, 
dated the 25th Rebrnary, 1906, regarding 





1 AM directed to refer to your letter, 
the administration of the customs at Babr 

2, Since tliat letter was written, you have recorded a later expression of your views. 
in a Memorandum, dated the 2nd July, 1906, In this Memorandum you have 
recommended that. you should by authorized to address a friendly letter to Sheikh Esa, 
raving his attention to the great increase in the trade of the ports pointing out how 
very much Less he realizes than he ought to from his customs; and stating that, in view 
OF this fuck and in orer to improve his finances, you would be prepared to advise the 
Goverment of India to make him an offer of % lakhs of rupecs per annum for the 
farm, Nith an advance of 1) lakhs to relieve him from financial difficulties. You have 
suggested that you should put this forward as your own idea, which you cannot Tay 
Tofire the Government of India, unless he gives you a preliminary assurance that he 
‘vill consider the offer fiyoural 
ie Governtnent of Inia see no objection to the action proposed, and would be 
prepared, subject to the approval of His Majesty's Goverament, to agree to the 
forms suggested, provided that it is clearly understood that the Government of India 
can only take the farin of the entire custonis and not of a mere portion thereof. 

Lhave, &e. 

(Signed) L. DANE. 











































[38224] No. 211. 





























Sir ©. Spring-Rice lo Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 13.) 





Tehvan, November 13, 1906. 


now man is reported to be weak and incapable. 
protest, 2,000 persons have already taken refuge in the telegraph office, at 
and there is certain to be serious trouble throughout Fars if the Pei 
fernmelit persist in the measure, I have sont in an unoflcial protest to the Persian 
nment, and informed them that we will hold them responsible for any loss or 
ish subjects, whether on the roads or in Shiraz itself, 
ned in your telegram No, $9 will not be lost sight of, 























(No. 338.) 
(Telegrushio) P. 
ERSTAN loan. 
Contract for advance is not yet signed. 
‘To-day M. Naus rvceived a visit from two Membors of the National Assembly, who 
explained that that body strongly objected to the pledging of the revenues “of the 
country for foreisgn loans. 


‘Tehran, Novenber 13, 1906. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 213. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) Bushire, September 1, 1906. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of Foreign Department letter, dated 
the 14th August, regarding the administration of the customs at Bahrein, and beg to 
attach copies of the informal letter which I addressed to Sheikh Bsa on the subject and 
of his reply. I thought it might confuse him if I went into the details of the figures in 
writing, and I therefore asked Captain Prideaux to offer to explain them to him 
personally when delivering my letter. 

2. The Sheikh’s reply is much what | feared it would he; a friendly but absolute 
refusal to entertain my proposals. 

Tcannot think of any further possibility in the way of friendly overture on our 
part, and it remains for the Government of India to decide, on the’ facts before them,! 
what line they will now pursue. [agree with Captain Prideaux in thinking that if 
it is considered inexpedient to assume management of Sheikh Wsa’s customs before 
January 1908, when the present farm falls in, it would be better for us to inform the’ 
Sheikh forthwith that, with the proviso that we could not permit any lease to a foreign 
agency, we propose to leave him to his own short-sighted devices, and that he is 
therefore at liberty, if he chooses, to resell the farm to the Bania contractors; this, in 
our opinion, being a preferable alternative to his attempting to manage the customs 
collection by his own untrained retainers. 

8, There is one point which I may briefly allude to in conclusion, As Captain 
Prideaix mentions in his note of the 18th June, there is no doubt that Messrs, Gray, 
Paul, and Co., or for that matter Herr Wonckhaus’ firm, would be glad enough to 
acquire the firm if they could. Captain Prideaux deprecates this contingeney on the 
ground that if either of the European firms obtain the lease, he believes that there 
would be continual effort on its part to injure the other and its clients. 1 am not sure 
that I agree with him in prineiple. 

Messrs, Gray Paul, & Co. are a British firm of repute, and would I think keep 


their competitive amenities within reasonable limits, and for the rest it becomes merely 
a question of our supporting a British firm and British trade against a German firm and 
the inroads of German trade, Anything that we can legitimately do to further our 
interests seems to be desirable. 

In the present instance, however, Sheikh Esa is the difficulty, and I fear it is 
extremely unlikely that he would entertain an offer from Messrs. Gray, Paul, at present 
at all events, 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 212. 


Major Cox to Sheikh Esa. 
(After compliments.) August 14, 1906. 

I TRUS that you and your family have remained in the best of health during 
my absence in India. 

I write you this informal letter to let you know that since my return to Bushire 1 
have received and studied the several annual Reports of our Representatives in the 
different posts under this Residency, both in Persia and on the Arab side, regarding the 
progress of trade and events in the countries in which they reside. In this connection 
T have been much gratified to find from tle Reports of Captain Prideaux, your Political 
Agent, that the value of merchandize which has come and gone to and from your port 
of Bahrein has greatly increased during the past year. ‘This is indeed very satisfactory 
from one point of view; but it at the same time accentuates the regret which I feel by 
reason of your not personally benefiting by the improvement as you should; and this is 
owing to the conditions under which you farm out your customs in advance and draw 
the income before it is due. Under such conditions all the profits go to the farmei 
and you yourself are denied the complete benefit of your revenue. Seeing that this is 
the case, Lam anxious to make you a friendly personal suggestion for your consideration 
with a view to the improvement of your circumstances and the replenishment of your 
treasury. 

What suggests itself to my mind is this: If you agree, when I inform my 
Government of the increase in the prosperity of Bahrein, I would be prepared to 


suggest to them that they should make you an offer, on business lines, to take over the 
(16s2” 2k 
































eustoms farm for three years, and should pay you for it 3,00,000 rupees per annum ; 
and that from the date of taking them over they should make you an advance from 
these 3 lukhs of a suo of 1) lakhs. 

Then you woul he able w liquidate from the amount advanced all the debts 
which youat present owe, and to set your mind at ease on that score, And this amount, 
Which would he paid to you in advance, you might conveniently pay back by instaline: 
of 60,000 rupees per ainum from tHe customs reve we; and the yearly balan 
2,50,000 rupees might he paid to: you at the rate of 20,000 rupees per month, subject 
to deductions for expenses of adininistration, 

On the expiry of the three years aforesaid, Government and yourself n 
examine thir accounts and decide whether the ajjount in future require? to be enkianeed 
or reduced, and a new figure could he fixed according to requirements. 

The above details are my own sugzestion, made to you personally in a fri 
way, but f could not mention them to the great Government vainly. I hope, theref 
that you will kindly send me an-answ r as to whether or not you are prepared to 
consider the matter seriously aud favourably. Tam sure that you would find my 
proposals most profitable to yourself and your house, and T hope that your friendliness 
Will prow pt you to ponder over them and give tiem full consideration. 

"This is wliat bad ty be explained, May you be preserved and salam, 









































Inclosure 4 in No, 212, 


‘Sheikh Esa to Major Cox, 





(franslation. 
{ 2nd Rajab, 1324 (August 23, 1906). 
our esteemed letter dated Jamadi-Al-Thani of the current 
year, and | have boen duly and fully informed of what you conveyed to me, especially 
Your advice to me about the customs, and your wish that more of the great profit 
‘should reach me, ‘This is due to your pure kindness and hearty solieitude for my 
wellire, But, reat and wood sit, several times previously liave L begged to be excused 
about the leasing aut of the eustoras, the reason being that [expected a greater return 
of revenue trom then, and that Tam assured of the andesirability (of tarming it out) to 
the farmers, 1 have therefore restricted myself in takin (advances) from the said 
farmers, Helio the expiry of their term of farm 1 will appoint one who will 
hold: the receiving of revenue, Now, in the term of their farm is left no more than 
ome months over a y he customs will come under my hands, and 
whatever increase will re rie to me, 
Your triond hexes you to accept his exeuse, 
































Inclosure 5 in Nu, 212, 


Capluin Prideaue to Major Cox. 

Bahrein, August 24, 1006. 
heikl Bs personally, and told 
(me to explain to hiih any figures that he anight wish to have 





{ DELIVERED your letter about the customs to 
y that you fin desir 
‘a fuller understanding of 

‘Me Chief thauked me, but did not open the etter in my presenee, and on the 
following diy he seut the evelosed reply for you, whieh { lave also had translated, 

If Government iow decide not to issue the Chief a command on the subject, 
L hope they will soon lot hin Kniow that they allow him to treat this souree of revenue 
in vay as belore, if lie chooses to do so, as 1 am quite certain that the 
Adusinistration by his own servants will not be w sucess. 


























Inclosure 6 in No, 213. 


Government of Initia to Major Coz. 

(Contidential,) 

Sir, Sinla, October 2, 1906, 
1AM directed ty ackuowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the Ist 

1906, intimatiig, that Sheikh, Est has dectined to consider your informal sug 

tit he should grant a lease of the Babrein customs to the Government of India, 
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9, Lam desired to inforin you that the Government of India do not consider that 


it would be expedient to take any further action in the matter at pr 





of trade being hampered by the Sheikh trying to manage the 
proposing to make them over to subjects of foreign Powers, a 3 
present itself for interfering effectively in the administration of 
therefore to request you fo watch 









Thave, &e. 











the customs, 





(Signed) R. B, HOLLAND. 





[38298] No, 213. 





India Office to Foreign Office —( Received November 





1) 


ent. In the event 
joms himself, or of his 
le opportunity, may 
Tam 

fhe course of events very carefully, and to keep the 
Government of India informed as to what the Sheikh proposes to do 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 





Secretary of State for Fore 


zu Affairs, andy by direetion of Mx, Secrotary Morley, 


forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraplirase of @ 





talegram to the 
India Office, November 13, 1906. 


Tnelosure in No. 213. 


Mr, Morley to 








1 is invited to correspondence x 

ultimo: regarding Balrein custom: 

the 10th November, 1903, from ny 
ind in 

Huh August last to Resident, Pe 





jeaso see third paragraph 
predecessor, Before any deci 











in Gulf, [ presume I shall he c 






h Scorotary’s 





‘iceroy, dated the 7th instant, relative to the Bahrein customs. 


November 7, 1906, 





ision is 





‘onsultod, 





[38289] No, 214. 


Admiralty ta Foreign Office —(Received Novenber 








(Confidential.) 

Sir, Admiralty, 
WITH reference to your lettor of the 19th ultimo relative t 

Istand, [am commanded’ by my Lords Commissioners of the A\ 





you, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that th 





inforination respecting the political status of this island. 
ft appears to ny Lords that no coalingy stat 

one ou att exposed istinnd with no harbour and tio. wa 

weather 

ben blowing are by 
‘\ copy of this 


I 








no means unlikely. 
tter has been sent to the India Office. 
m to request that another copy of the print inclosed i 








Confidential, of the 3rd_ ultimo, may be forwarded to this Departinent for transmission 





to the Commmander-in-chief on the East Indies Station. 
Tam, 
(Signed) 





«such that sudden shifts of wind qo a direction opposite to whe 





LM) 


November 18, 1906, 
othe status of 1 
diniralty: ti 











in your letter Per 


, be, 
C. 1, THOMAS, 
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[88362] 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 






(Relegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, November 14, 1906. 
WITH teferonce to Sir C. Sp respecting the joint 

advance to Persia, 1 am told | ims that he has received 

information as to the dill wre creating: they require 

submission to the Persian 3 y kind. 

. Isvolsky sti that the money was there, 0 upon the conditions 

d upon between us; he did hot fect i to press the advance upon the 
jovernment. T observed that as the Persian Government had not yet settled 


their domestic differences it seemed to me that we could well afford to wait ‘until they 
had done so. 


















{88363} No, 216, 


Sir A. Nicolson (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived November 4.) 













St, Petersburgh, November 14, 1906, 

ed regret at not heing able to 
n Meshed and Seistan, matters 
heing involved in the question. T hope’ that an 
lines is hereby indicated. M. Isvolsky hopes within the 
ion to give mea reply, 











[38224] No, 217. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
p. Foreign Office, November 14, 1906, 


TION in Shira, 
prove your action as reported in your telegram No, 337 of yesterda y 











(38891) No, 218. 


India Office to Foreign Office —( Received November 15.) 









‘DHE Under-Scoretary of State for India prese: compliments to the Under- 
f z Affairs, and, b ion of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
ih, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in 
reign Secretary to the Government of Tndia, dated the 27th September, 
fisal of the Sheikh of Bahroin to grant the request of a German trade 
oF permission to put up a flagstaff and fly a flag on it whenever 
stoamer was in port. 


Indin Office, November 14, 1906, 
















alotter from thi 

relative to the 

representative: 
ny 














Tnclosite 1 in No. 218. 

Major Cox to the Government of India. 
(Confidential) Bushire, September 1, 1906. 
novr to report that the German representative of Messrs. Wonckhaus 
the Sheikh of Bahrein asking for permission to put up a flagstaff 
won it whenever a Germ steamer may be in port. The pattern of the 
flayg was not indicated in his letter to the Sheikh, but Mr, Bisenhut informed Captain 
Prideaux that he eventually wished to fly the flag of the Hamburg-American Line, but 



















{38338} 





No, 216°. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 14.) 





(No. 339.) 
(Telogruphic.)  P. 
PERSIAN loan. 


lu Tehran papers are being distributed in the 


Anglo-Russian advance. They s 
brand the Sadr Azam as a traitor to 





‘Tehrani, November 14, 1906. 


atize it as a betrayal of Pe 


is country. 


streets protesting against the 


ersian interests and 

















that meanwhile, in the case of the first visit or two of the latter Company’s steamers, he 
would like to fly the German flag. Imay mention that he was expecting the German 
Consul, Bushire, as a passenger by the first steamer. 

2. "The Sheikh replied that the proposal constituted an innovation, and regretted 
that he did not see his way to consent, and he told Captain Prideaux in conversation 
that he objected strongly. enhut then asked Captain Prideaux to move me in 
the matter, and the latter asked for instructions as to what to reply. 

T was obliged to send him a reply by the same steamer, and informed him on the 
20th ultimo that the matter primarily rested with the Sheikh’s pleasure, and that as the 
British India Company's agent at Bahrei had never been permitted to fly a flag, there 
seemed no reason why the German Line should he treated differentially. 1 authorized 
him to maintain that attitude until I had been able to refer the question for the views 
of Government. 


agent. 
on the same grounds 
plied regu 
any fresh departure now, 

In Bushire, the agents for the various Steam-ship Companies are indeed allowed 
to fly flags, It this is a more civilized port, where the nature of flags is less likely to 
be misunderstood. On the Arab side th in my opinion, objections to the 
multiplication of flags and flagstaffs, especially those of foreign nationality, and if the 
Yovernment of India see no objection, I think we should support the Sheikh in his 
desire to keep them ont. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 218. 
Government of India to Major Cox, 


7 Simla, September 27, 1906. 

T AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the Ist September, 
1906, reporting that the German representative of Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. wrote 
to the Sheikh of Bahrein asking for permission to put up a flagstaff and fly a flag on it 
whenever a German steamer was in port, and that the latter declined to comply with 
the request. 

2. Tam to request that Captain Prideaux may be authorized to inform the Sheikh 
that the Government of India approve of his refu He should, however, suggest in 
the way of friendly advice that in future the Sheikh would do well to consult him 
before giving replies to commercial and other nationals of foreign Powers, as the 
adoption of this course might prevent future trouble. 

Thave, &c. 
(Signed) R. E. HOLLAND. 


[38474] No. 219. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 15.) 


(No. 840.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, November 18, 1906, 
GOVERNOR of Shiraz. 
A joint note was sent in yesterday by the Russian Minister and myself. We 
protested strongly against the proposed change, and urged that the present Governor 
should he retained. 































[38446] No. 220. 


vember 15.) 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received Ne 


(No. 841.) 
(Te aphic.) P. Tehran, November 15, 1906. 
PERSIAN loan. 
Fam told that the National | 
week's dalay before giving any de 
their consent to the advance. 








sembly have asked the Persian Government for a 
inite decision as to whether they will give or refuse 
















[38570] No, 221, 
Sir C Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 16.) 
(No, 342. i 
{isle Tehran, November 16, 1908. 
1 Joa ‘ 
i ‘at ‘Tabreez, organized popular opposition to the Anglo-Russian 


adyance Is inereasing. 
Tho last paragraph of Sir A, Nicolson’s telegram No. 
concurrence 





2 meets with my entire 








(87829) No. 292. 


Foreign Office to Persiun Transport Company. 






Sir, ‘oreiyn Office, November. 1 
1 AM directed by Sir B. Knowledge t pt of your Ie 
of the 9th instant on the subject of the Bakhtiari road. 
Tam {o inform you that « copy of this letter will be for 
Minister at Mehran for his \l_ for such action 
ndvisable to Like in, the matter, 





y te 
tiny 
to His Maj 


he muy co) 





and 





Lam, &e. 
al) B, GOL 








(37927) No 223 





dwavd Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


(No, 521, Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Off 
1 HAVE received your Exeolleney's despateh No. 7: 
reporting: a conversition vith the Russian Minister for For 
thie inderstanding: respecting Persia, 
T approve the languae whieh you held to M. tevolsky on this occasion, anit 1 
inclow the sketch of draft Ayroement which you are authorized to communicate to 
his ixcelleney, 








November 17, 1906. 
‘> of the ‘th instant, 
i \ffairs_on the subject ot 














Tam, & 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 





————— 





Tnelosure in Ni 


Draft Agreement. 





NIE Governments of Great Britain and Russia, being mutually pledged to respect 
the intexrity and independence of Persia, and animated by a sincere desire for the 
hiwintenanee of good order and pacific development throughout the Persian Empire, as 
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‘well as for the establishment of equal opportunities for the commerce and industry of all 
nations, have resolved that a Convention be concluded between them in the following 
term: 





‘The Governments of Great Britain and Russia mutually recognize that each has, 
for geographical and economic reasons, special interest in peace and order being 
maintained within certain provinees of Persia contiguous with, or in proximity to, the 
Russian frontier on the one hand, and the frontiers of Afghanistan and Beluchistan on 
the other; and each of the two Governments, being impressed with the detrimental 
effects of local friction on tlieir relations with Persia and with one auother, is anxious to 
avoid all ground for interference with the special interests of each in the Persian 
provitices to which reference has been made above, 














It is therefore llereby agreed as follows :— 





1. Great Britain engages not to seek or maintain for her own account, or on behalf 
of British subjects, any concessions of a political or commercial nature within a line 





and not to obstruct, directly or indircetly, applications for such concessions in that region 
supported by the Russian Government, 

2, Russia, on her part, engages not to seek or maintain for her own aecount, or on 
Iichalf of Russian subjects, auy concessions of a political or commercial nature within & 
ine passing from the Afghan frontier through Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, and Bunder 
Abbas and the frontiers of Afghanistan and Beluchistan, and not to obstruct, directly or 
inditeetly, applications for such concessions in that region supported by the British 
Government. 























[38941] No, 224; 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Receivea November 19.) 
(No. 205.) 
(Welegraphie.)  P. St, Petershirgh, November 19, 1906, 
RREERRING to the question of the line from Meshed to Seistan, I mentioned 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that the question respecting some arrangement for 
4 joint control of the lines from Tehran to Seistin lad formed the subject of a 
conversation between Sir ©. Spring- Rice and the Russian Minister at ‘Teliran, 
M. Isvolsky had not heard of the above proposal, but had asked M. Hartwig: for 
information on the subject. Tagreed with him in thinking that an exchange of views 
Detween the fio Ministers conld not be productive of harm. We discussed! tho 
question of a return to the status quo ante, which formed the subject of a Memorandiu 
Thad left with him, His Excelleney hoped I would give him a little more time before 
replying to ths Memorands, 36° Ne Was in course of consulting the Sanitary ant 
other Departments in the matt 










































(39036) No. 2: 





Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Receiveat Noveaber 20.) 
(No, 343) 
(elegraphic.) P. 
YOUR despatch No. 155 Decoration for Valiahd. 
T agree with the argaments advanced in M atch, No. 293, 
especially with argument No. 5, However, in anything connected with the Valiahd the 
Russians are particularly sensitiv aggest that the matter be referred to 
St. Petersburgh, using the argument that couferring a decoration on the Valiahd would 
sow publicly that we recognize him as heir to the throne, 


Tehran, November 20, 1906, 









































































(39272) 
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No. 226. 





‘Sir ©, Springs Rice to Sir Edward. Grey —(Received November 


(No. 346.) 
(Palographic.) BP. 
PERSIAN Loar : 
T was told to-day by the Minister of ‘ational Assembly had 
rjoned hin to appear before:them ino wicial situation. His 
loney dows not helieve that the a present, as strong 


Tehran, November 22, 1906. 















spted for th 









fooling was displayed against a fore sort. This feeling may change, 
how money is badly wanted at present in Tehran. 
(Coufidential,) e 

"Tho Minister went on to persons of organizing the 





opposition with a vis 
More is no doubt, however 

vith strong popnlar objectio 

the existing Government. 


n of any kind ig meeting 
it, but on mistrust of 











(39273) 
Sir G. SpringeRice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 22.) 


(No. 347.) r 
(Polegraphie.) P. Tehran, November 22, 1906, 
GOVERNOR-GENERAL of Fars, i 
‘Alacod-Dowleh has heen recalled from Shiraz by special orders from the Shab in 
spite of strong representations addressed to the Sadr Avam and the Minister of the 
Court by the Russian Minister and myself, Ala-ed-Dowleh left Shirez at midnight on 
the 20Ult November, 

My Russian colleague and T have, however, been successful in preventing a very 
nd] appointment on which the Government hud decided, and there is reason to believe 
it the late Vizier of the Valiahd gt ‘Tabreoz will be the new Governor-General. He 
pablo. man, but is 70 years of axe 2 

ry bad eifect. will lip produced ot Shiraz, and especially among the tribes along, 
Tushire road, by the change of Governors, which is due to the desire of Palace 
que to et the Crown lands into their hands before « new Shah comes to the throne. 
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T have to inform you that in the present precarious state of the health of His 
Majesty the Shah, His Majesty's Government consider that such a step might lead to 
erroneous interpretations, and that no action should be taken in the matier for the 
present. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 












[39509] No. 230. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 25.) 


(No. 848.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Teiran, November 26, 1908. 

PERSIAN loan. 

Popular opposition is still strong, Am attack on the Assembly is being planned 
by the Court party, who are anxious to get hold of the money. ‘The Minister of the 
Court has been warned by the Russian Minister and myself that our Governments, 
while not interfering in internal polities, would be hostile to any party taking the 
aggressive, and so leading to disturbance of order. Members of the Assembly came to 
te to make inquiries, and T gave them « similar warning, 

Attempts are being made by the Court party to get rid of Sadr Az 
opposed to accepting, the loan 




















m. (who is 
ithout the consent of the Assembly, to which he is 

















friendly) and appointing the Nizam-es-Saltaneh in his stead, ‘The Nizam is not on 
good terms with the Valiahd, and the object of the Court party probably is to prevent 








the Valiahd procesding to 'l'ehran when the Shah dies, and to put the Shoa-es-Saltaneh 
jnpower.. ‘he Shah's death is now regarded ts imminent, Ile is stated to bo sinking 
rapidly, and is completely in the hands of the Court party. 





{39510} No. 231, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received Novenber 25.) 


(No. 849.) 
(elegraphic. P. 
SHAH'S health: My telegram No, 348. 
In the hearing of his English doctor the Shah yesterday expressed his regret that 
had nominated the Valiahd to succeed him on the throne, 


Tehran, November 25, 1906. 








(36264) No, 228. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©, Spring-Rice, 
(No, 174.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Novender 23, 1906. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No, 265 of the 11th ultimo, respecting the recent 
demonstrations made by the Reform party in Tabreez, 

T.concur in your proposal to approve Mr, Wratislaw's action, and to convey to 

Mi, Vico-Consul Stevens the thaks of His Majesty's Government for his services on 
this occasion, 











Tam, &. 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY. 








(39036) No. 220; 
Sir Edward Grey (0 Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 175) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Novewber 28, 1906. 


T HAVE received your telegram No. 343 of the 20th instan 
yiows expressed by Mr, Grant Dull in his des 
is tw the desirabi 





concurring in the 
itch No. 233 of the 10th September last, 
‘of conferring a decoration on his Highness the Valiahd. 






























(39513) No, 282, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 
(No. 271.) 
Sir, Tehran, October 22, 1906, 


1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge with thanks the interesting Memorandum 
from Messrs. Lynch, which you were good enough to communicate to me in your 
despatch No. 142 of the 27th September. 

T have not failed to forward copies to His Majesty's Consular Representatives in 
uth Persia for their observations, 

I venture to point out that there is a great difference between the very expensive 
and, ws yet, unremunerative roadways constructed in North and Central Persia at the 
instance of the Russian Department of Finance at the expense of the Russian taxpayer 
aand the eourager omewhat scantily endowed enterprises undertaken in South 
Persi i , with the support almost entirely confined to diplomacy 




























synch are, 1 be 


supposition that motor lorries are 
Le intro 


vd in Northern Persia, and in default of roads suitable to 
1 trade will certainly be at a great disadvantage. 
‘Whe solution of this difliculty is cither (1) that His’ Majesty's Government should 
obtain the consent of Parliann the construction of roads in South 
Persia ; or (2) that a British Company like Messrs. Lynch should construct the road 
{18s2] Diy 
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gittier as a speculation for general traffic or as a monopoly for their own nse; OF 
{@) that such roads should be constructed by other Governments or associations, Persian 
or foreign, A 

T akould be glad to be informed, in case I am approached by any parties a5 to a 
scheme, for road construction in South Persia similar to that, inaugurated and partly 
syste ont in Northern Persia by the Russians, what are the views of Messrs. Lynch 
se to participation in such un undertaking, which would undoubtedly be to the benefit 
of all sea-borne trat| ‘i 6 

Tr the meanwhile Twill not fail to bear in mind the considerations set forth in the 
Memorandum, 











Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(39515) Noi:288- 


Sir , Spring-Rice to Sir Edieard Grey.—(IReceived November 26.) 


se a Tehran, October 23, 1906. 
| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the No, 145 of the 
Uinstant, in which sou requested me to furnish you with my opinion as to how 
fae THis Maiesty's Government could accept the récontly promulgated law relating, to 
junistiction in civil xd criminal eases in whieh foreigners may be involved in this 

country ' ; 

Hiv tavy as ib stands is objectionable in many points, but it would he superfluous 
Jor mie to-raamine them, as. there are other and independent considerations whieh in 
ny View, make if quite impossible for us to admit Per tion over foreigners. 
in the present primitive condition of the country 
Tam well aware that under the adequate 
Gonsutar nesistauce, foreigners in ‘Turkey are 
should be remembered that in urkey, 1 r 
vente code of eivil and criminal jurisprudence; nothing of the Kind, ho 
Reta Persia, so that the lav’ to be administered by the fribunals under the neve 
Tay would ho Hie Tskamie lav based on the Koran. Enlightened exponents may: di 
AACthe Koran discriminates between the Gigour and the True Bellever, bat th 

Plenty of authority for holding the opposite view and placing the Chri 

Fonpared with the Moslem, in a position of in ¥ before the lav. 
Drefudiced or eormpt Judges who would assuredly be appointed in thi 
Pear valds it we accepted the stew law, be left open, to the perpetrat 
Ke OP loggal injustice towards Christians, and the tact that the decision of te 
' veageortuee with the law of islam would make it a matter of 
Vitain its revenal Dy the Persian Governiient through diplomatic 































antes 4 
asticiable i 
‘ide with the She 





by the system of 
ivie Courts; but it 
Jays, there isan 
































of every 























so that the Sheri law is totally unsuited to the complex 
“even if it were possible to insure impartial justice 
is, it would be tn the last ¢ rable that 


T may point out 
conditions of modern 
Votween Cliristiants and Mosh 













assistance, & 
‘adequate protection of foreigners. sr 

Primitive and informal as the existing system is, I feel that under it foreigners 
have a far better prospect of obtaining substantial justice than under tl 

[have ascertained that neither the French, Turkish, nor the German Le 
have received official information of its existence, and that the Russian Minister, who 
has received! « copy, has replied that, as it is: inconsistent with the existing reaty: 
stipations, his Government cannot adinit of its being enforced as rezarls Russian 
Subjects. He tells me that he thinks it desirable that tlis Majesty's Government 
liould reply in the samo sense, and I” propose, with your approval, to take 


this course. Teas 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





































[39519] No. 234. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 
(No. 277.) 
Sir, Tehran, November 7, 1906. 





I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of the note which I have addressed. 
to the Persian Government in accordance with the instructions contained in your 
telegram No, 185 of the 19ih ultimo on the subject of the Karun irrigation scheme. 

T have received no written reply, but the Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed 
me verbally that the Persian Government has no intention of granting a Concession 
for a foreign Company, as it is convinced that such a Concession would involve the 
grant of the right of foreign interference in the Karun Valley. 

‘The Moin-ut-Tujar, who is acting ere as the agent of the Sheikh of Mohamine 
called on me. with reference to this scheme, and informed me that the Sheikh 

i red to form « Company with one-third of its capital derived from abroad, 
given up this idea, and now desired (0 form a purely Persian Company. 
Tt was, however, necessary to procire foreign expert advice, and the Sheikh had 
sounded Major Morton as’ to whether the Tndian Government would allow hin to act 
as paid adviser on irr the Sheikh and his Persian Company. 

T said that T eould no advice on the subject, as my Government was not 
inclined to take the matier up at present, but that I saw nothing to prevent the Sheikh. 
makings proposal in the sense indicated, as long as it was understood that there were 
uo political considerations attached to the proposal. 

T haye informed the Russian Minister verbally of my note to dhe Persian Govern: 
mont, as well as of the general tenour of my conversation with the Moin-nt-Dija 

Thave not spoken to my Dutch colleague on the subject sineo P informed hin 
instructed, that you would communicate to his Government your views on the question 
if they applied for this information in Loudon. 

Thave, & 


(Signed) CRCIL SPRIN 






























































RICH, 








Inclosure in No. 231. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Ala-re-Sullanch, 





TT has come to the knowledge of His Majest 
consideration, having for its object the vonce 
Company ia the neighbourhood of Ahi 
irrigation works on the Karun, 

"Tho Persian Government is well aware of the interests possessed by British 
subjects in that district, which have, indeed, heen the subject of special orders, and of 
direct encouragement of His Majesty the late Shah, and of lengthy correspondence 
etween the Government 

‘A project of the character above stated is evidently calculated to introduce a very. 
considerable change, both commercial and political, in the oxistingg situation on. the 
Karun, and, while expressing its sine hall projects of « nature to 
develop the resources of Persia, this 1.4 ‘wd to state that, in view of the 
friendship which so happily s between tho Governments of the King and the 
Shah, Sir E. Grey is confident that no definite step will be taken in the matter above 
mentioned without previous communication to His Majesty’s Government. 


October 2, 1906. 


v's Government that a seheme ig under 
ion of extensive rights to a ford 
for the purpose of constncting and operatin 














































{39520} No. 285. 


rring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reevived November 26.) 









No. 278.) 

Tehran, November 8, 1906. 
-Sultanch privately of the attack on the 
 Kazeran on the Ist instant, reported 
37 of the 4th instant; but, as His Majesty's Consul at 


ir 

TLOST no time in informing the Al 
Legation messenger and robbery of his bags 
to you in my telegram No. 
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Shiraz had grounds for thinking that the affair had Leen contrived from Tehran in 
Pier aaa celciarme cecerelat ian wwho has always shown himself friendlily 
digposed to us eid to wait day oF two Before mang ny oficial representations 

» subject, in case the stolen bigs were recovered immed ; 
eae a recanliy: retiived. uo tidings of the missing property T thougbt it 
better to wait no longer and addressed the note, copy of which is inclosed, to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Phe note w cuted to the Aln-esSultaneh by 
M ing as 1 was unable to leave the house owing to an aecident—who impressed 
on his Highness the very serious nature of the occurrence, and reqnested that the most 
gor steps mali e fab o rgover the stolen Bi 

Me Ma-oxSultanch said that lu was-well aware 
of the sight il the olfeal nuessonger of foreign Governments had to the fullest 
measure of protection. Thu rahihery of our messenger was an isolated ease, and did not, 
he thought, justify iny decision uot tu dispatch the messenger who should have started 


















































tlie vravity of the matter and 


















the Gih instant, Tf however, Lthiought it uveessary, the Persian Government would 
aly to Send a stronseesvort of twenty mien sith our couriers in future, and there 
was no need for us to suspen thy servic 






ctions, by telegraph to, 
ies, aud gave orders 


His Highness said that he bad alee 
the L-Dowlely to taku ener 
‘in Mr, Marling's presence for those instrictions to is a ated. 
h 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 











Inclosure in No. 





Sir C. Spring-Wice to lares-Sultanch, 








ranslatio ‘Tehran, November 7, 1906. 
MTTAV ES the honowe to inform you that T live leant, by. telegraph, from 
{lis Majesty's Consul at, Shiraz that the British messenger conveying the offcial 
ospoudonce of His Majesty's Logition to Bushire was attacked by tribesmen on the 
‘bout 1) nails south of Kazoroon, on the Ist instant, and that the robbers have 
Carried olf the hag of despatches, the official badge of the messenger, and other 
propert : ae : 

vied not point out to yonr Highness the extreme gravity of this oceurrence, 
of bith the Pasi uvadnent sil no doubt have already. eon apprise ithe 
Governoe-dioneral of Fars, but 1 should he «lad if your Highness would inform ane, as 
soot as possilile, what stops have been, taken to parsue anc arrest: the robbers and to 
recover the bag of despatches aud other stolen property. 




































(89521) No. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 





ere Tehran, November 8, 1906. 
ca n from His Majesty’s Consul-Genoral at 
consequence of the 
iain Gough from the post of Governor of 
vure from the British and. United States 
1. 115 of the 3nd December, 1904), was 
ie to that district, “Me Mefta-Sultnel the Head of the 
nutish 1 ed inpon me previously, nurse of conversation 
He dea Ai Governniet Intuit to seud nn oficial to take charge of 
frontier matters iu contgction with the dispute with Turkey. He named the Nizam-ed- 
Dowel, bit made xo allusion to his antecedents, and the name had escaped: my 
Inoimors. —Subseqauently thie: Sade Vaan’ son-hi-layys <onally 
acquainted, asked ane afriend, ‘The fi 
ime t annonnes his departure for his atew post. On 
geutlonga’s provions-earcer, Lat ony brought the mutter 10 th 
Aireric@u Ministers with whom [ consulted as to the stops we should 
such an arrangement, which could not fail to have the worst resnits iit 










‘Tabreon to the ¢ 
murder of Ma, Labaree 
Unni was only obtained after prolonged pre 
is (Seo Mr, Grant Dull telegram \ 
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mestion, and which we could scarcely regard as other than a direct slight to the two 
Legations ; and we agreed to present to the Persian Government a joint note, copy of 
which T have the honour to inclose. 

We decided, further, to support our written protest by verbal representations to 
the Alies-Sultaneh, but, being confined to my house by a slight accident, I deputed 
Mfr, Marling fo accompany Mr. Pearson on his visit to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
T have the honour to inclose a Memorandum giving the substance of their interview 
with his Highness. 

T have kept my Russian colleagne informed of my action in this matter, and he 
hus informed me that he has no interest whatever in the Nizam, and that if T have any 
reatons to act against him T would encounter no opposition from the Russian Legation, 

have, Ke. 
(Signed) CECT SPRING-RICE, 




















Tnclosure 1 in No. 236, 
Joint Note from His Majesty's and United States’ Ministers to the Ala-es-Sultanch, 


THE undersigned Min 
informed that the \ 





ters of the United States and Great Britain have been 
zam-ed-Dowleh is proceeding to Urmi on a mission from his 
Governms 


Inquiries which have been made from the Sadr Azam have failed to elicit an 
answer as to whether or no it is the intention of the Persian Government to reappoint 
this gentleman to the post of Governor of Urm 

Ti cGGeoruhaeitoe Dareia ae Avatoso8 Wi ory. grave teneéaanta oni Vhicht Che 
two Legatious have been forced to make with regard to the Nizam’s conduct whon 
Governor at Urmi, at the time of the murder of Mr, Labaree, They aro unwilling, to 
believe that the Government of Persia would allow itself to take action so unfriendly 
to the two Governments of the United States and Great Britain as to replaco au 
of sige of a post where he has already shown himself incapable of prosorving, 
order or of taking such steps as are necessary to the protection of the life and property 
of American citizens and British subjects. 


November 3, 1908. 















































Inclosure 2 in No, 236. 
Memorandum, 


IN accordance with your instructions, I called on the Ala-es-Sultanch this 
afternoon, in company with the United States’ Minister, to enforce by verbal repre 
sentations the written protest of the two Legations against the proposed appointment 
of the Nizam-ed-Dowleh to an important post in the Urmi district. 
After referring to the joint note, Mr, Pearson asked the Alu-es-Sultanch whether 
he was to understand that the Nizam-ed-Dowleh had actually been. appointed, a 
so, in what capacity—whether as Governor of Urmi or in some subordinate position, 
and with what powers, He reminded his Highness that the attack on Captain Gough 
and the murders of Mr, Daniel and Mr. Labaree had occurred. while the, N 
Dowleh was Governor of Urmi and that he liad been dismissed from that post at the 
urgent instances of the British Minister, supported by the United States’ Legation, 
‘The promises of satisfaction given by the Persian Government had not yet beon 
fulfilled, and the reappointment of the Nizam-ed-Dowlch to the same district inv what- 
ever capacity would produce the impression that those ontrages had been condoned, 
and must react detrimentally on the security: of the American and British residents in 
the district. He hoped that the appointment would be cancelled, as otherwise he and 
his British colleague would be compelled to report the action of the Persian Gi 
ment to their Governments, who would no doubt send them instruetions to renew t) 
protests, but in u more forcible tone, against what he could: but regard as an unfriendly 
act. Neither of the Legations wished in any way to oppose the nomination of the 
«l-Dowleh to any other position, but they must object warmly to his ret 














miei 
























ne 















ddded that he could not refrain from rema 
was not one which concerned Ameri 
(1682) 





ing, aliliough the point 
interests, that he thought it singularly illtimed 
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Uiat there should be any question of sending the Nizam-ed-Dowleh back to Urmi just 
at the moment when the Persian Government was imploring the good offices of Great 
itain to obtain an adjustment of a boundary question with Turkey in those very 


telegram of the 3rd ultimo “the eustoms of the ports of South Persia and the 
Persian Gulf” was objectionable, as it was inconsistent with the original loan 
contract made by Russia. He added that there was no objection to the English 
claim for Mohammerah, as this deburred the Persian Governinent: from treating the 
customs of tliat port as unaffected by either the Russian or the English loan contracts, 
and therefore free to be assigned to some third Power, But there were great 
Objections to extending the English guarantee to the ports outside the Gulf as they 
rere especially interesting to Russia, The remark was one of a private cbarneter, but 
seemed to have some importance if viewed in connection with the Russian Memo- 
randum which I communicated from St. Petersbargh in Decemt 

showed tat Charbar w: ecommended to the Russian milit 






















ns, 
The United States’ Minister's remarks seemed to me to cover the ground so 
completoly that I contented myself with signifying’ general concurrence in them. 

‘he Sultuuch professed to have but little acquaintance with the outrages 
above mentioned, hut said that the Persian Government intended to abide by its 
promises of satisfaction, though for various reasons been unable to do so 
hitherto. Ilis Hiihness was equally ignorant of the terms of the Nizam-ed-Dowleh’s 
appointment, which had been made by the Shab himself, All that he could say was 
that he was fo be sent to the Urmi district to control the frontier tribes, who, in 
eonsequence of the Turkish « ents, had become very restless. It was evident 
that he must laye extensive jurisdiction ; but exactly what powers were conferred on 
him—whether he would be subordinate to or independent of the Governor ~his 
Highness could not say; but he had referred the joint note to the Grand Vizier for 
submission to the Shah, and would communicate the result to the wo Legations 


vwithout delay 
Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING, 






























































adhered to that interpretation of the ob 
ports, which they hnd always maintained. No discussion took place on the subject, 
ind our conversation was of a private and informal characte 

(On the next day (the 24th ultimo) I called on the Sadr-i-Azam, wh 
that he liad just received a telephone message from the Russian Minister that his 
Government had agreed to the loan, I explained to his Highness that, the money, 













Tehran, November 7, 1908, 






















139522) Bonar. would not be paid unless both Legations were satisfied that it would be devoted to the | 
TORE RRRTaSIC IG ae NTR Netual expenditure of the Government for administrative purposes. He raised | 
if Bin G: Spring-Rich'ta)Sir: Bdivard Grey.—(Reesive Norember 20.) bjectiona on the score of the “honour of the Shiah’” and the “independence of the 
(No, 280.) Persian Government,” hut 1 attempted to make it clean to him that, this condition was | 
Sir, Tehran, November 9, 1900, regarded by both Governments as a sine qud non. 





T HAVE the honour to inform you that on the receipt of your telegram No. 169 
of the Brd ul ailled on the Russian Minister, who was then in. his ¢ 
resident, unieated to him in writing the terms on which His 
Government were prepared to join the Russian Government in mal 
Porsit, Among {lese terms ‘was the condition that our part of the loan should be 
truumaiitecd on the customs of the ports of Soutli Persia and the Persian Gulf. 

He promised to draw up a draft Convention which we could submit to our 
Goyernme) 

T called again on the 18th ultimo and found M, Hartwi much depressed, owing, 
to the diffioulty: which hiad arisen urgh with regard to the terms of the 
Joun, ‘he Russian Department of Binanee was insisting that the in 
Deal the rate of 9 yor cent,,and that the advance should be repaid in M 
year, ‘Phe latter condition was one which the Persian Government could not possibl 
Comply with, Ho had urged this view on his Government put he had received no 
answei 

1 subsequently ree 


The next day (the 25th ultimo) I went to the Russian Legation, where I met the 1 
Director of the Russian Bank, In conformity with the instructions received from 1] 
the Russian Government, a draft contract was drawn up, the text of which T 
telegraplied to you the same day. Tt provided for interest at the rate of 7 per cent, 
and for repayment, on demand, after four months’ notice. You will have observed 
that the clause defining the British guarantee is in the same, sense as that in our 
previous loan contracts, with the omission of te Caspian fisheries, nn amendment to 
Which I consented, as no revenues are now derived from them, As the revenues of 
nterest on the provions loans, the 
















































Minister 
jad not 
d accepted the terms 
thu Nicolson, sin 
pears to have subsequently described as a 
vs (Sir Arthur Nicolson’s telegram No. 264 of 





























ved communications from tle Minister of Finanee and the 
Sade-i-Azam, which offeet that the result of the condition, if insisted on, 
would be to force Persia to aecept such terms for the larger loan which was in 
contemplation, as the Ieuding Powers might choose to insist on, aud they gave 
vations as Nawis’ attempted loan in. Belgium in July (see Sir Arthur 
andingo’s teh No, “15 of the 26th July) and the Ioan negotiations in 
St. Petersburgh in August, With regard to the latter, the Sadr-i-\zam’s account 
differs, materially from that whieh Sir Arthur Nigolson receiv Isvolsk 
1 is probably’ another instance of tle familiar Persian policy of setting off ono 
Goyernment against the other, 

On feceipt of your tele 








contract, I arranged with M. Hartwig, 
. in the presence of the 










































in No, 190 of tlie 22nd October, T called on M. Hartwig 
and informed him’ that Twas authorized to make the advance to the Porsian 
Government as soon as he was similarly instructed and we were both satistic 
would be devoted to the purposes for which it was intended. I also communi 
him the terms to which the Russian Government had agreed, as reported by 
Sir Arthur Nicolson in his telegram of the 21st October. He told me that he 
yet received no reply whatever from his Government, He then showed me the 
raft Contiact which le had submitted to his Government for their decision, and 
Which provided for repayment of the advance after « period of two or three years out 
of the proceeds of a new loan, ‘The guarantee of the loan made by each Power was 
to be the same as that of previous loans, He stated that the expression in your 



































selves that the money asked for was 
really expended for Government purposes. ‘The Sadr-ieAzam finally consented to 
Submit to usa draft note, which he promised for the next day. 

Tn order to comply with the instructions contained in your telegram No, 195 L 
stipulated, and M. H jan demands shall he addressed to the 
vo Legations in identic notes, so that exch Minister should give his consent to, the 


payment of one-lalf of each separate item. 
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Up to the time of writing, the draft note which ihe Sadr-i-Azam promised to 
submit hag not heen received, and the contract has not been signed. As soon as this 
hias been done, I shall have the honour of sending a copy, together with that of my 
note to the Persian Government relative to the southern ports, which was approved in 
your telegram No, 193 of the 26th ultimo. 











T have, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Deena 
(39523) No. 238. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edivard Grey, — (Received. November 


No, 281,) 








F ‘Tehran, November 9, 1906. 
A; tH) COS, the French Minister, on his return from a journey which he had 
to Vabreez and Urmi, called at this Legation and informed me that he had been 
inst ted by: his Government to olfer his good offices should they be required, with a 
view to facilitating and insuring good relations between: the English and Russian 
Legations 
He lias sive on. se 












ral occasions shown his jiness to be of service to His 














Majesty's Lonation, and T should be grateful if you would express to the Brench 
Government my app 1 of his frienilly attitule and: of the good offices which he 


has te 





dered, and to which, if necess 





ry, I shall have no hesitation in having recourse, 
Thave, &e. 











(Signed) URCIL SPRING-RICE. 
Vf (39524) No, 239, 
* ius Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edword Grey.—(Received November 26.) 
Sit, Tehvan, November 9, 1906, 


SHORTLY att 
Representatives at 
int 






al here T received telegrams from His Majesty 
« Moshed, to the effect that a lirge number of persons 
led to take bast in the Consular premise At Tabreez the reason given was a 
comp odors of the constitutional movement, At Meshed the 
ovement as eansed by the nouepublication in that town of the Shah's Edict ordering 
ogites to the national Cong 

nstructions Lat 


Consular 
























telegraphed to Tabreez and 
to inform the malcontents that 









opponent 
woul be a sort of civil rar into ariel forwign Powers would eventaelly be drawn. 
Whit {could promise them, f suid, was to explain to my foreign colleagues that T 
intent to preserve am attitude of strict neutrality if they: also abstained from 
intervention, and that thus parties iu Persin would be free to tind their own salvation 
in their own way and withont foreign interference, If, T-added, the people of Persia 
Nad sonie intolerable wrong to complain of, they f they wished, send Delegates 
ri of the foreign Loyations to explain their grievances, : 

1 fnforiied sone of my colleagues, and especially M. Hartwig, of the action I had 
taker. Atthe same time [wrote privately to the Sadrazam, pointing ont the embarrassing 
peltion nich Is Majesty's Goverment ere, pl Pilieir correct attitude, and 

wir desire tha & Persian Coy ent sl e such action a a 

ea ere t-Cavernment should take eh aston as was necessary 10 
he result was he ne Tabrees id. Meshed, whic ver 

apg CHE lesa is eroatementem Tabreez and Mosher, which, however, was 
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As His M y's Government had doubtless foreseen, the natural consequence of 
nei te We ion great disappointment on the part of the popular party, and 





seek agement among the reactionary courtiers. The former no longer look 10 this 
Yoaation as the champion of their interests, and the latter are no longer 10 fear of 
Teeition tervention, There has been a considerable loss of British prestige in the 
Printer at large. On the other hand, T trust that other Governments, and especially 
So A AES ow realize that His Majesty's Government has no intention of making 
political capital out of the internal disorders of Persia, and that, their cover! ‘and seli- 
Peiticing vonduct (which contrasts favourably with that followed by other Goverment 
in Persia on previous occasions) is not undeserving of acknowledgment, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "  CECIL SPRING-RICE. 

















(39526) No, 240, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 20.) 


(So. 4) 

ir, Tehran, November 9, 1906. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of am interesting communication 

from Colonel Dovglas relative to the Turco-Persian frontier, 

The Turkish Ambassador has spoken to me at length on the subjeet, and hae 
inforunal me that four years ago he arrived at an agreement with the Persian Govern: 
informed ie subject, which he submitted to his Government, but, which has remained 
ent oe td, The recent action of the Durks appears to havo originated, according to 
Te Eieelleney’s views, in the inititivo of the Sultan, in consequence of the frequent 
Porvian aggressions on the Turkish frontier aud the eoustant complaints of frontier 
diene segingt the Persian authorities, which invariably remained unanswored, His 
Minjenty' tudignation was expecially, directed. against M, Naus, whom hie regarded! aa 
responsible for the aggressions of the Customs Department. 

‘The Persian Government, to judge by the conversations T have had with the 
Sudranan ond the Minister for Foreign fairs, are very ansious for the mediation of 
Baar tineais and England, but so entirely ignorant of the most general outlines of the 
Pistory of the discussion that it isof litle use to attempt to explain to them the menning 
of the frontier zone delimitated in 1860, 

Ta the opinion of the Russian Ministor (in which T share) it would be, dangerous 
for the two Governments to suggest any definite line of demarcation, as the Persian 
roe ane mont would immediately (after yielding to the suggestion under pressure) accuse 
Pussivand England of betraying Persian interests, ‘The to Powers are under ne 
AMligation to interfere, as the frontier line has never been accopted by Turkey and 
Parse and he has ured on his Government that, while showing every readiness to 
peri lin in arriving at an honourable settlement, it should take no overt stepe in 
the matter until both Turkey and Persia have expressed their concurrence. 

Tis, of course, always to be borno in mind that Gormany, by Article XVIIT of her 
‘Treaty with Paria has a formal justification for offering her diplomatic assistance. 

ave, &e, 
(Signed) OROTL SPRING-RICE. 


——————— 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 240. 




















Lieulenant-Colonel Douglas to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 


(No, 59.) 
ir, ‘Tehran, October 20, 1906 
T HAVE the hononr'to inform you that during the last fortnight I have had soveral 
converaitions with my Turkish colleague on the subject of the Turco-Persian. frontier 
Gtestion, aud on to occasions ho has explained the postion to me from the Turkish 
estiof avy with the aid of a large map on the wall of one of the chanceries of the 
‘urkish Embassy. 
Tis map, which is on a seale of 1/180,000, and is dated 1846, was compiled by 
Dervish Pasha, and on it are shown the following lines :— 
(a) Line of status quo at the time of the appointment of tho Commission of 1849, 
and Laigrrel to in paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Agreement of the drd August, 1860; the 
(1682) 2X 
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approximate direction of which 


I have marked on the attached map by a broken green 
line. 


(0.) Line showing the alleged ancient frontier between Persia and Turkey. ‘This 
Thave indicated by a broken red line. 

(c.) Places in which the Persians are alleged to have infringed the statue quo, in 
contravention of the Agreement of 1869 (marked in yellow). 

To the atiove I ha 
Commission of 1849-7 

Tam unay 
the opinion of his Government. 


In the Agreement of 1869 it 
by both parties; the Persians ha 
marked in the map, and in spi 
to do so for many years, 
infringement of the lin 








dded the debatable territory as defined by the Anglo-Russian 


1 by the Turkish Military Attaché reflect 
folloy 


s laid down that the status quo was to be maintained 
e infringed this line in several places, notably those 
» of the repeated protests of the Turks have continued 
‘This action on the part of Persia justifies ‘Turkey in her 




















mi runs right up to 
the lake, so that the occupation by Turkey up to there would effectually cut off that 
except through ‘Turkish territory, 
jaus report to have lately been 
cording to the Turkish map, ii 











Thave, 4 
(Signed) J 








DOUGLAS, 
Military Attache, 


{nelosure 2 in Nu. 240, 


Reproduction of Turkish Map of the Turco-Persian Frontier, 





(39527) No. 241, 


Sir C, 





ypring-Rice to Government of Initia.— (Received at Foreign Offic 
(No, 285.) 
My Lord, Tehran: 
I HAVE the Honour to transmit to your Excelleney h 
events which have occurred in Persia during the past month, 
1 have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


—<——$—— 





vember 26.) 


November 9, 1906, 
with the suamary of 








Tnclosw 





rein No, 241, 


Monthly 





Summary, November 1906. 


Tehran, 
Noveniber 7, 1906. 

1, Shah's Health.—On the 14th ultimo the Shah’s condition took a decidedly more 
critical turn, and on the 17th ultimo the principal medical practitioners in ‘ebran, 
fourteen in number, including His Majesty’s own doctors, were called in consultation, 
His Majesty complained of sleeplessness, and appes y weak and nervous, He 
even gave way, before the doctors, to an attack of hysterics, “Several consultations were 
subsequently held, and in the course of a few days His Majesty’s condition improved to 
such an extent that he was allowed on the 23rd ultimo to spend a few days ina country 














REPRODUCTION OF TURKISH MAP 


OF THE 


TURCO-PERSIAN FRONTIER. 


Approx. line showing alleged ancient frontier of Turkey and Persia now claimed Ves sac aah 
by Turkey as the Eastern limit of the debatable land, 
Debatable land as defined by Anglo-Russian Commission of 1840-1005 


Approx. line of “Status quo" referred to in paras, If, and 1k temporary agreement 
9f Int Aug. '69, as shown In Turkish Map, Et 


Plaoes In sehich the Persians are alleged to have infringed tho “Status quo.” 
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Palace, and he now driyes out nearly every day in his motor car. His Majesty's 
Minister saw him yesterday, and was struck by his miserable appearance. It is said that 
the dropsy has now again inereased, and has reached his stomach. 

‘A German specialist, Dr. Damsch, has been engaged through the German Legation 
here, and is expected shortly. He will stay in Tehran six weeks, and is to be paid 
4,0001. for his services, half on his arrival and half when his stay is at an end, 
Dr, Schneider has completely lost the Shah's favour, and is trying to get the appoint- 
ment 6f principal doctor of the Persian army, in which he is being supported by the 
British and French Legations, Dr. Lindley is at present the Shah’s principal doctor, 
and is sometimes assisted by Dr. Sadowsky, the Russian Legation doctor, who sleeps 
every night at the Palace. 

2. National Assembly.—The National Assembly, which was opened the 7th October, 
ag reported in Sir Cecil Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 261 of that date, has heen busy ever 
since discussing the actual Constitution to be granted by the Shah, ‘This would appear, 
at first sight, to be the most difficult task before the so-called reformers, but the 
negotiations are said to be progressing with fair promise of a conclusion satisfactory: to 
the * National” party. 

‘The members of the Assembly meet daily at the * Baharistan” Palace, whieh the 
Shah has placed at their disposal, and their President, Sani-ed-Dowleh, conducts the 
negotiations on their behalf with the Grand Vizier, who has shown a conciliatory spirit 
throughout, The Sadr Azam’s sons, Mushir-ul-Mulk and Motamin-ul-Mulk, are well 
known to possess advanced views, and they have both assisted in drafting the 
Constitution, 

The points under discussion are ;— 


1. The ereation of an Upper House, composed of the members of the Shah's 
Government, the nobles, aristocracy, and the clergy 

2, The powers of the Upper and Lower Hous 

8, The power of the Sovereign to dissolve the Lower House. 


With regard to the first question, an Agreement seems to have been arrived at. 
‘The Upper House is to be formed by a two-thirds majority elected by the people, and a 
one-third minority appointed by the Government. Financial matters, including the 
Budget, are to be first discussed by the Lower House and passed on to the Upper, 
whereas the framing of laws is to follow the contrary process, As to the second, and 
far larger issue, n proposals have been put forward on both sides, which are still 
under discussion. The President of th sembly informed the Grand Vizier that all 
loans, whetlier internal or foreign, would have fo be discussed by the Assembly, and 
‘any money raised in such a manner could only be expended with the sanction and 
approval of the Assembly. He added that, should any money be raised without theit 
sanction, they would consider it a private operation between the Shah and the lenders, 
and the nation would not be responsible for its repayment. ‘Po this the Sadr Azam is 
said to have acquiesced. 

With respect to the Sovereign’s power, under certain circumstances, to dissolve 
the Lower House, the clause appears to have been agreed to, 

‘At present the meetings of the sixty-four Tehran members of the Lower House 
partake of the nature of an informal gathering, at which the two principal Mujteheds, 

syed Abdullah and Seyed Mohammed, assist, as well as numerous other outsiders, 
giving their views and generally interfering. 

‘The President, who is acquainted with European methods, which he is endeavouring 
to introduce, finds it very difficult to deal with his flock. ‘The Mujteheds are, of 
course, entirely out of his control, but he hopes to be able to put them into the proposed 
Upper House, where the Ministers and others will have to deal with them. A feature of 
the Assembly, as at present constituted, is that out of the sixty-four members only a 
nucleus of a bare dozen educated and well-informed men of the modern school exists, 
and leaders have already appeared, though definite parties have not as yet been 
formed, 

The reactionary party, composed of influential persons at Court, appear to be 
inactive for the present, though perhaps they are reserving themselves for a final blow 
when the instrument called by them ‘ Nizam Nameh,” or book of Rules, but in reality 
the Persian Constitution, is submitted for the Shah’s signature. Amir Behadur Jang, 
who, in conyersation with His Majesty’s Minister, has made no secret of his opinions, is 
the principal reactionary, assisted by Shoa-es.Sultaneh and the Imam Sumeh, 

8. Return of Saad-ed-Dowleh.—Mirza Djevad Khan, Saad-ed-Dowleh, who was for 














some years Persian Minister at Brussels, and until last Linister of Commerce, and 
who was exiled to Yezd, where he took sanctuary at His Majesty's Vice-Consulate, has 
now returned to Tehran by the SI He was exiled from Vebran at 
M. Naus' instance, and the latter went so fa say that he would not return from 
Constantinople last winter when he was there unless his arch enemy was dismissed and 
expelled, Ttwas through the Saad-ed-Dowleh that, in 1898, the Persian Government 
“engaged the services of tliree Belgian officials for the purpose ating a reform in 
the Customs Department of Persia,” of whor |. Naus himself » . He was 
elected a member of the National Assembly at the general elections last month, and 
took his seat for the first time yesterday. His influence will no doubt be felt, as he 
possesses very decided views, which lie docs not fear to express. He has not, however, 
the reputation of being serupulom 

‘4, New Appointments:—Verir Atkham, one of the Shab's favourite Chamberlains, 
who was got rid of by the ex-Grand Vizier and sent as Governor to Yezd, has returned 
to Tehran and received the post of Minister of the Interior in succession to. Majd-ul- 
Mulk, Amir Khan, Serdar, nephew of the late Grand Vizier, has been appointed 
Governor of Asterabud, 0 post which kis late father, the Commander-in-chiet held some 
years ago. ‘The Ain-ed-Dowleh is still on the Meshed road, but has not proceeded 
beyond a few miles, 

5. Nizuni-ed-Dowleh—An attempt has been made to send back to Urmia the 
Nizanied-Dowleh, who was Governor there in 1903, when the Labarce murder oceurred, 
and who was removed in Deecmber 1904 in consequence of pressure brought to 
hear on the Persian Government by the British and Unit Legations. He was 
Drought to call on His Majesty's M1 by the law, Mofakham. 
ed-Dovleh, Persian Minister in Vienna, but the trick was discovered in time, and steps 
were taken to prevent his return to Urmia, A joint note was addressed to the Persian 
Government by the British and United States’ Legations protesting against his appoint- 
ment as frontier officer at Urmia, but a decision will have to be come to as to what 
steps should be taken should the Grand Vizier persist in sending hi 

6, Loan Negotiations. His Majesty's Minister and the Russian Minister hav. 
accordauce with their instructions, drawn up the documents in connection with the joint 
udvance of 200,000 to the Persian Govermnent, ‘The managers of the English’ and 
Russian Banks were to have taken the papers to the Grand Vizier to be signed on the 
4th instant, but-a hitel has oecureed, and up to the Sth instant the Grand Vizier had 
niot intimated his readiness to sign, "Ibis, of course, possible that the National Assembly 
may have raised the objection referred to in paragraph 2, and may have insisted on 
being consulted in the matter. 

7. Nav German and Austrion Ministers—M. Stemerick, the new German 
Minister, who was Constl-General at Constantinople, arrived last month. M. Rosthorn, 
the new Austro-Hungarian Minister, has also joined his post. 

8, Kpiitenie of Small-Poe,—Small-pox exists in epidemic form at Meshed, Kom and 
Resht, Mr, Alfred Churchill, Chiet Insp f the Imperial Hank of Persia, died of 
hemorrhagic sinall-pox at ‘Tehran, after three or four days’ illness, on the 16th ultimo, 
‘A Scotch woman in the service of Major Kennion at Meshed died of the same form of 
sinall-pox on the 10th ultimo, 















































































































November 8, 1906. 

Shah's Health—A consultation as again held yesterday evening, and it was found 
that the Shah's dropsy had greatly increased in the region of the abdomen, which pre- 
sented a very swollen appearance. Dr. Scott, who told His Majesty’s Minister what 
occured at Uie consultation, added that sighs were found of a congested condition 
fof the lings. His personal opinion was that the end would probably come about within 
three weeks. he German specialist is due to-day, 

In conversation with the Grand Vizier's son Montamin-ul-Mulk last night Mr. 
Churchill clicited the folloving tuets : 

Mhe ex Grand Vizier Ain-ed-Dowlch had asked the Grand Vizier to obtain per- 
mission for him from the Shalt to reside at Resht, which the Shah had given. 

The Niza ultaneh, Vizier of the Valiahd at T'abreez, who has resigned in con- 
sequence of disagreement with the Heir Apparent, is coming to Tehran and will be 
replaced by Nizamul-Mulk, ex-Minister of Justice. 

‘anil-edeDoweh will probably succeed Sani-ed-Dowleb as President of the National 
Assembly 

The delay in signing the loan agreements with the English and Russian Legations 
and Banks is due to te tact that as an account must be rendered by the Persian Govern 
ment to the two Legations of the use to which they propose to put the money drawn, the 



























































Grand Vizier is preparing the statement, which will probably be ready to-morrow, ‘The 
Grand Vizier proposes therefore to draw the whole of the 200,001. as soon us the 
agreements are signed. 


The following reports hiaye heen received from the provinces :— 


Meshed. 


___1. One of the principal Mujteheds of Meshed: has pronounced “Gi 
Vizier should not be allowed Colentee Mestal Berea ER eS TSE 
__2. His Majesty's Constl-General has obtained an order from the Persian Director 
of Telegraphs at Meshed, permitting all the telegraph offices between Meshed and 
Serstan to allow Mr, Carter to use their instruments during the hours the line is handed 
over to the Fritish, This will enable Mr. Carter (who is going to. Scistan to mect his 
wife) to make a thorough inspection of the line, and to report on the manner in which 
the instruments are arranged and what facilities exist for tapping messages, 
3. A sowar of the Meshed escort. has been placed under arrest for refusing to obey 
the orders of the native officer commanding the detachment, “ i 
4. There was considerable agitation at Meshed last month in connection with the 
election of the Khorassan Delegates to the National Assembly. ‘he Governor-General 
serted that he had not received instructions from the Grand Vizier, and the people 
held mectings to protest against what they considered his reactionary attitude, Ab one 
time it seemed not at all unlikely that their threat to take sanctuary at His Majesty's 
Consulate-General would be actually carried out, ‘ 
5. An epidemic of small-pox exists at Meshed, and sev 
sia 2 Sh AGT oa and several thousand persons are 
































‘Tirbat-i-Hayderi, 





_ 1, Telegraph communication was ent off south of Turbat during the British 
signaller’s working time on the 22nd Soptember. ‘This was probably due to fuulty 
connection at Khaf by the Russian signaller, who can cut us off for as long as he likes, 

2, M, Caesari, the notorious Corsican in M, Naus' employ, who at one time wave ws 
a great deal of trouble in Scistan, and was removed to the Khanikin border, where he 
gol into trouble with the Russians and was again removed, is now at Turbat-i-Hnider 
He is apparently on very good terms with Captain Tyass, 

3. His Majesty’s Minister ias brought to the notice of the Russian Minister the 
report respecting Captain Tyass' threats to bring about the dismissal of the Governor of 
Turbat on account of his friendliness to the English, Captain Watson has brought. the 
matter up again, and has urged that something should he done, oh 





























Seistan, 


1. Momtaban-es-Sultanch’s relations with M, Cattersel, the Belgian Director of 
Customs, have become so strained that M. Naus aj call him ifthe Grand. Visi 
recalled Momtahan-es-Sultanch, erate ae es areal ane 
ice tie Weston of the punishment of the rioters of Tast Marck is till under 

3, The Russians have eut the connection leading direct into the Persian 
Office, and have taken he Moshed-Selstan Tine diveet into their mow oflen, “Ine the 
thus passes thnugh the Russian office into the Persian office, which is also used by us. 
It is reported that two more Russian linemen are to he posted on the line—one at Khaf, 
and one at Birjand, ‘The extraordinary nature of the interruptions to be expected on 
this line was well illustrated on the 29th September. Communication was impossible 
either in the morning or afternoon, and it ultimately appeared that the Persian 
tclegraphist at Ney, an intermediate station between Seistan and Birjand, had put the 
line to earth and had then forgotten to release it. ‘ 

4, Plague—The medical officer on plague duty in Seistan writes on the 7th October, 
as follows -— “ 











Tt 

in 

plague reappearing, as 
ppt 





sa mci Ng case of plague tas been reported in Sestan darig tho past week, « 

is probable that if we start inoculation now, when there is no plagne knot 

Selita, we will be blamed for the recrudescence in the event of plague reapvesrne 
(16s2] 
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several of the Mollahs consider that inoculation spreads the plague, while they admit 
that it protects the person inoculated. I propose, therefore, not to perform any 
inoculations for the present, but to have everything in readiness for a vigorous 
inoculation campaign as soon as the first case of plague appears.” 








Kerman, 


Colonel Stewart landed over eliarge of His Majesty's Consulate to Major C, Ducat 
on the 13th October, and left for Bunder Abbas the following day. 


Kermanshah, 





native cashier is accused of appropriating the bank's 
inoney t0 his own use, and has been placed under arrest, ‘The European Manager aud 
Accountant are not on speaking terms, and « state of ehnos appears to exist, Mr. 
Rabino has sent an Tispector there, who lits taken over the management. 


2, Capthin L, Haworth assumed charge of the Consulate the 12th October. 








Ispahan. 





1, Mig Majesty's Consul-Ceneral writes, that on the strength of His Majesty's 
Minister’s telegram announcing the inauguration of the National Assemiily at Tehran 
by His Majesty the Shah, he informed the Zil-es-Sultan of the facts, not doubting that 
iis Highness had been informed of the event, He was, however, greatly sirprised when 
his Highness assured him that he had not heard a word on the subject [rom the 
Government at Pehran, and, further, that dming the course of events at ‘Tehran whi 
hhave led up to the grant of a Constitution, hie lid received no vfficivi comiunication 
from ‘Mehran relating thereto, 














Shiraz, 


1, The Indian bag has been robbed between Shiraz and Bushire, as re 
separate despateh, 

2 The Governors 
received a lett 
to make an offic 
Prince Show 
remove him, 

}. he Show 
of the provine 
deal of trouble, 

44. An unfortunate incident has ogeurred in councetion with a certain Jewish Italian 
subject who has turned Mussulman, Mr, Grahame, who is in charge of Ttalian interests 

was obliged to take certain measires with the object of recovering « sum of 
money du by this mdividual, who endeavoured to raise religious feeling in his favour. 
‘Dhe Fesult was that considerable pondence lias taken place on the subject, and tlie 
Persians have used the incident in order to throw discredit on Mr. Grahame. 

55, Negro slaves of hath sexes continue to resort to the Consulate with the object 

ited. ‘This is a further source of trouble which it is apparently vexy 














‘oniplitint against the British Consul at Shiraz, who had dishonoured 
ultiieh, so that the new British Minister might he persuaded to 











ultanch’s intrigues continue, and the result isan 
h is very detrimental to commerce, and gives 


settled condition 
one n good 





























Mohammerah, * 





1, The Himburg-America steamer * Sicilia,” which arrived at Mobiainm 
the Srd October, landed about 50 tons of general eargo and % 
for iron barges for Haji, Moin-et~Tujjar (of ‘Velran). The barges, number, were 
made hy Messrs. Ritchie, Graham, aud Milne, Glasgow, and were shipped in sections 
from Antwer 

2, The Director-General of Customs of Arabistan received a telegrais from ‘Tehran, 
saying that the Governor was pressing for the prohibition of the export of cescals, Hu 
replied that there was no searcity, and that prices were not high, 




































175 
Bushire. 


1, Owing to a dispute which recently arose between the loval Chiefy over the lease 
and payment of the revenue of Charak and the Island of Keis, the Saulat-ul-Mulk, 
Deputy-Governor of Bastak under the Governor-General of Fars, dispatched a force 
under his son and some of the Shibkuh Chiefs against Sheikh Saleh, the Zabit of those 
places, to enforce payment of revenue, On its march this force sacked and pillaged a 
Village and attacked a fort. In view of the possible danger to British commercial 
nnterests entailed by the above disturbances, representations were wade to the Darya 
Begai, Governor of Bushire, by His Majesty's Resident, Later reports show that the 
matter has been settled. 











Tabrees, 





1. ‘The situation at Urmia appears to be very serious, 
report uit cattle belonging to some of their members 
anid that about twenty. ers haye lately been murdere 
is powerless to keep the Kurds in order so long as they roc 
troops, Mr Consul-General Wratislaw reports that he hears ou reliable authority from 
Urmia that Turks” are in complete occupation of the districts of Tergavarand Mergavar 
(vest of Urmia), and that they have recently leased the large villaze of Mawana, not 
12 miles from Urmia, and have appropriated the share of its harvest, which should have 
gone as “maliat” to the Persian Government. He could not say whether the Turks” 
were employés of the ‘Turkish Goverament or only men in Turkish uniforms belonging 
to Sheikli Sadik, a ‘Turkish subject. Tn any ease the Turkish Government scems 
responsible for their doings. 

2. Some members of the 





‘he English missionari 
ve been sobbed hy the Kurds, 
d, ‘ie Valiahd says that he 
ve the support of the urkish 



























rey at Tabreez appenr to have lost the 
success they gained in connection with the constitutional movement. A certain Seyed 
Hashem caused some trouble last month, aided by a band of armed Seyeds, and the 
Valiahd was obliged to expel him. ‘The finan Junich, of Tubreez, lins also heen sent 
away, 

‘he following subjects have been dealt with fully in separate despatel 





heads after the 
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French Minister's offer of 
, Retin wiossmnenty Mes 
| 9 | Roasiane sy Transeaspin, 








‘Pureo-Persian froutier, 










(Signed) G. PB CHURCHILL, 


Acting Oriental Secretary. 








[39549] a 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Receivoid November 26.) 


, 242. 


Xo, 760.) 





St, Petersburgh, November 11, 100 
M. ISVOLSKY today expressed to me his regret that he was not yet in a position 
to give mea reply to the latest proposals which I had communicated to him for a 
settlement of the question of the Meshed-Seistan telegraph Ting, but he was: in 
consultation with certain Departuients on some sanitary tnattens relative to guards and 
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corilons, which would be involved in coming to a decision on the subject. He hoped 
shortly to be in a position to give me a defin 
Titrust that the reference which M. Is je to the sanitary cordons and 
guards indicates an intention of accepting our proposal for au exchange of the Meshed~ 
‘Tehran line for that to Nasratabad, [am inclined to think that an exchange in the 
of the Russian Government would he preferable to recurring to the status yuo ante, 
as the return of the instruments to the Persia offices might be regarded asa surrender 
to our demands, while the exchange would be interpreted as a fair bargain, ‘The chief 
objections formulated by M. Tsvolsky on previous occasions to the exchange were 
dictated by a fear that it would prematurely disclose the bases on which an eventual 
arrangement betyveen the two countries in x de, hut owing 
to recent revelations in the press these objections mus modified, 
Tdid not press M, Isvolsky for any elucidation of the reference which he made to 
‘us he very possibly would not yeti them to me, and it is 
the conofete proposals which, f trust, lie will shortly communicate 















































T reported, in ny telegram No. 





3 of this day’s date, that his Exeelleney could 




















not at present furnish ine with 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) \. NICOLSO 
(39550) 
Sir ‘olson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 20.) 
(No. 761.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, Novenlier 








M, ISVOLSKY mentioned to me yesterday that Iu 
‘Teliran t the effect that the Mollahs were raising. difh 
Persian Govermmont of the advance which the Russi 
prepared fo make to them, He understood that th 
He subiuitted to the approval of the Legislative Assembly. olsky added that he 
idl not propose to pill any pressiyre upon the Persian ment to accept the loan. 
Tie money was there, cant was at their disposal if they were willing to.accept it on the 
conditions whic we had Laid down, He inquired whether I was wequainted with your 
wan thy sitbjecte Ltold M. Tavolsky that T had ree telegram, a 
(he fuct that the Mollahs were raising difficulties, but that Tv squainted swith 
your views oil the subject. T presumed that, a the Persian Government had taken the 
initiative in applying for a Lown, there would be no intent ng one upon 
And that we shold, be eontent to wait till they: liad settled th stie difference 
NM. Javolsky’ said that he was of opinion that the Persian Government would 
apply dsewhore for i loan, as he had given them to understand that German financ 
Were not disposed to advance money to Persia at this moment. I replied that as 
Leither Russit nor Bugland was placing dilficulties in the way of the Persian Govern- 
Inont obtaining an advance, there would be no reason for the latter to seck financial 
aid in other quarters. 3 
T added that T understood that both Governments were ready to give some financial 
assistimen to the Valialid on his accession to the throne. M. Isvolsky replied that this 
was the case; but he trusted that the Persian Assembly would not he troublesome in 
Togard to the arrangement to which the two Governments would arrive with respect to 
Persia, [le did not ktiow if that body exercised much influence in the country, and if 
wo should Inve to tike it into uccount in completing our negotia I told 
M. Tavolsky that Thad seen some report, Peould not for the moment recollect whether 
it was official of not, which had indicated that there was a certain indifference in the 
country: towards th Tut itwas possible that the latter, like all young and 
novel institutions, to play a prominent part in the affairs of the country. 
Tt was too carly to judge of the measure in-which the Assembly would control the 
Goverment. There were not a few well educated and intelligent Persians who would, 
doubtless, develop into active: politicians, and I presumed that they would wish to make 
tHeir influence fo 
Thad the honour to inform 
M, Tavolshy had said to me in rega 


\d received inforn 
ilties to the acceptance by 
and British Governments were 
required that the question should 



























































































mi in my telegram No. 292 of the 1th instant what 


rd to the advance. 








Lhave, & 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 








139558] a 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 


St, Petersburgh, November 19, 1906. 
TIONED to M. Tevoleky to-day that M. Hartwig had made some proposals to 
ing-Rice in regard to the Meshed-Scistan Tine, which appeared to suggest that 
‘control should be exercised over the lines from ‘Tehran to Meshed and from the 
latter place to Nesratalad; and also some mention had een made of the nequisition of 
a concession for working a eypress forest for tle purposes of obtaining telegraph poles. 

M. Isvolsky said that he had not heard of any such proposal. It was trvo that he 
had communicated to M. Hartwig the substance of the Memorandum which I had left 
swith him, anil had requested the Russian Minister to supply him with: certain, informa- 
thon, but beyond that he had-not gone. Hle personally did not see any objection to te 
two Ministers conversing togetlier on such questions, but he had not made or received 
any proposils. I told his Excellency that tomy mind it was all to the good that the 
two Ministers should interchange their view 

M. Tavolsky said, with reference to the Memorandum which Ihad communicated to 

that my proposal to replace the instruments where they were in June last, would not 

aliiy a return to the status quo ante as Thad indicated. ‘The permission to place 
the instruments in the Russian offices was accorded somo: years ayo, aud though the 
right to do so had not been exercised until lately, the Russian Governnient could hardly 
consent to abandon the right as I had suggested, 1 observed that the right had lain 
dormant case, and it being suddenly brought to life did, to my mind, create a 
change in the status quo, Thad not touched on the question of the “right” ; all I had 
deen instructed to ask for was that matter should be replaced on the footing on which 
they were when we commenced our discussions. It seemed to mo that this conld bo 
effected without affecting the question of a right, His Excellency did not agreo with 
me; aud [then inquired if he had any counter proposition, to make to. me, 

M, Isvolsky said that the telegraph line had originally been constructed to 
facilitate the speedy transmission of news concerning plague epidemics, and before he 
could give me any reply he must consult with the Sanitary and other Departments, 
which he was in course of doing. He trusted that I would give him a little more time, 
and he promised to let me have an answer as soon as possible, 

Thiave, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON, 





(39562) No, 245. 
A, Nicolson 40 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 


(No. 773.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, November 20, 1906. 

T NOTICE in Sir ©. Spring-Rice's despatch No. 280 of the 9th instant, rolative to 
the Anglo-Russian advance to the Persian Government, an\ observation which would 
Jeadl to the belief that the guarantees which we had requested for our portion of the 
advance had only been accepted by M. Isvolsky personally, and had not received the 
sanction of the Russian Government, Sir Cecil Spring-Rice in support of this view 
alludes to iny telegram No, 264 of the 10th October. 

T should wish to clear up what may bea very natural) confusion. Tn my written 
Memorandum of the 14th September I had communicated to M. Isvolsky two categories 
‘of guarantees: (1) the customs revenue of the south of Persia and of the Persian ‘Galt; 
(2) practically a recognition by the Persian Government of our proposed spheres of 
interest. M. Tsvolsky demurred to the second of these narantees, aud His Majesty's 
Government subsequently consented not to insist upon itin connection with the advance. 
‘The tirst_guaranteo has never been dispnted by M, Isvolsky, and he hias always tacitly. 
accepted itas «natural one, He has never directly or indirectly demurred to it, anid as 
he lias been in-eomniuni Ih the Minister of anil presumably with other 
colleagues, and as the loan transaction as far as the two Goverments are concerned is 
concluded, there is no reason for assuming that the Russian Government have any 
objection ‘to it. It is quite possible that M, Isvolsky did not inform M. Hartwig of 
the matter; but this is a question of domestic interest ta the Russian Government, 

4, in whieh Treported that Ml eyolsky, had reiterated to me 
Zz 




















that his views were personal only, had reference to our Tine from Bunder Abbas to 
Birjanid in connection with our general arrangement with Persia, and which is a distinct 
question from that of the advance, It is quite true that hitherto the Russian Govern- 

pied th line, nor, indeed, that M. Isvolsky bas ever given me 











Thave, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 








(39625) 9. 246. 
Mn. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Novenber 26.) 

(No. 764,) 
Sir, Constantinople, Noveniber 21, 1906. 

WITIL reference to my despatch No. 729 of the 30th ultimo, T have the honour to 
suite that Tamderstand from the Porte that the Persian Commissioner has proposed the 
Kandi) Dagl as the frontier hetweon Turkey and Persia, whieh would give Vazneh and 
the command of the dotile to Persia, ‘Tihis proposal having been rejected by the 
‘Turkish, Commissioner, the negotiations appear 6 have been arrested, owing to the 
Persian Commissioner luchingg power to treat ou any other basis, 

At the instance of the Porte, therefore, the Persian Ail 
is Government, asking that the Persian Commissioner 1 
























or hits telegraphed to 
Je given fuller powers 
Thave, &e. 














(Signed) BARCLAY, 
[39829] No. 247. 
Sie C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 26.) 
(No, 950.) es : ee 
(Telographie.) 2, Teli wn, November 26, 1908, 
MUESHED:SEISTAN telegraph lines My telegram No, 83 








My Russian colleague said he had once more been instracted to speak to me on 
Ais sibjocts toll hint that the result of negotiations here would be confusing, and 
that [had ao instructions, THe, however, gave me the following heads of « proposed 
‘Agreement = 





Control of the Lint to ho retained hy Russia, hut Persian guarils to be substituted 
for Russians 
‘Muy telueaph posts to be tenewed, anid monopoly of eypress foreste to be secured 
for tht purpose, 
i British to Have a separate wire to be worked by tienselves 
he Russians to wwithleasy all opposition to the construction of the Kub-i-Malik 
Siah extension. 











vate this proposal 
jor here, but T 
tion. 

atandpoint, i 
Meshed, but the emplo 










private 

warned hin Ler 
Iu the opinion of the Director, given from a purely t 

be of great value to have an alternative route to India v 

of iron posts would be more economical in the env 
Frou a sure soureo T learn that — 


1. ‘the monopoly of a eypress wood on the Meslied-Seistan line has already been 
applied for by the Russian Legation, Consitlerable powers of control would, of course, 
attach to suelt a monopoly. 

2 ‘What, in order to fores 
haye recommended that a Persian line be constructed fom Nasratabad to Kus 
Siah. 

Tyenture to suggest that no answer should be conveyed through this legation to 
AL de Hartwig’s proposals. 
















All British action, the local Persiau authorities in S ene 
all 



































139901) No, 248. 
India Office to Foieign Office. —(Received Noventer 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, eopy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 17th November, relative to the Bahrein Customs, 


Tndia Office, November 26, 1906. 
















Tnelosure in No. 248, 


Government of India to Mr. Mortey. 





(Telegraphic.) P. November 17, 1900. 

YOUR (elogram dated the 7th Novembor, Customs Department, Bahrein, Tn 
Foreign Department's letter, dated the 14th Angust Inst, we directed attention of 
Resident in Persian Gulf to necessity that before any definite action can ho taken 
approval of His Majesty’s Government should be obtained. No decision will be arrivod 
atin regard to question without reference to you. 














[40094] No. 249, 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 28.) 
(No, 209.) 
(Welegraphic.) P, St, Petersburgh, November 28, 1906. 








I-Seistan line, 





A PROPOSAL for compromise on the question of the Me 
vas practically the same as that communieited in Sir C. Spring-Rice’s telegram 
as read to me to-day by the Minister for Rorcign Affairs at his weekly 
. Teonfined myself to saying that it was a step in advance when ho asked 
my opinion on it. In order to be sure of the exact terms, f will await tho written 
communieation which he hias promised to send me 
T said tohis Excellency that I trusted we were not about tosee a fresh modifleation 
of the status quo, when I told him of a report which Thad reecived to tho effect tliat 
tle Russian Minister had asked for a concession fora monopoly of a eypres forest. 
Minister fc airs said that he was as much opposed’as T was to any new 
question nd would: therefore give the matter his attention, Le assured mo 
that he had heard nothing about it. 

















































(40095) 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —( Received November 28,) 


(No. 300.) 
(Telegraphic) 1 St. Petersturgh, November 28, 1900, 
THERE was a report in the Russian press to-day 10 the effect that a Persian 
National Bank was to be instituted, and that authority to aceept our advance had been 
refused to the Government by the Persian Assembly. I asked Minister for Foreign 
Affairs whether he had received any official confirmation of the above report, and he 
said that he liad not, I agreed with him when he reiterated the opinion that we 
should not try and force the Persian Government to accept our advance, 






























740090] No. 251. 
Mr. G, Barclay to Sir Edward Grey—( Received November 28.) 








(No. 211.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, November 28, 1906. 

P HAVE sont the following to Sir © Rice in answer to his telegram of 
toalay:— 

‘Phe Porte has removed the Vali of Bagdad from his post, and, according to the 








at Kerbela, when the new Vali 


Persian Ambassador, thas consented to e 
pointed by Turkey and Persia. 


arrives, by 4 Mixed Commission to by 











(40172) No. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received November 29.) 








(No, 353.) 
(Belegraphic 
PORCC 
Tinn infor 
the Turkish 
‘hat the Persian 
uccessible. 





Tehran, November 29, 1906. 










y Affairs that Mosul has been proposed. by 
rninent as the meeting place for the joint Boundary Commission, but 
fovernment are pressing for Soujboulak, on the plea that it is more 











(40382) No. 263. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received November 30.) 
(No. 403.) 
(Weivzraphic.) St. Petersburgh, Noventer 30, 1906. 

A WRUMEN Meniorandum has been sent me from the Minister for Foreign 
‘Aifairs on the subject of the Meshed-Seistan line. 

he following fs proposed :— 

1, A second wire to be placed on Meshed-Seistan line to be attached to English 














respectively, as at present, 

Thussin will undertake to replace gradually existing poles on Meshed-Seistan 
Tine by stronger eypress one 

Russian istructors on Meshed-Seistan line to be recalled and replaced by 
Porsinn Gholams or subaltern agents, who will be paid by Russian Government. 

(6, Russian Government would raise no obstacles to British Government establishing 
special line from Nasratabad to Koh-i-Malik: Siah, 

Presont proposal has the advantage in. that it gives us a link with our other 
Persian line and removes Russian inspectors from the Seistan line. I doubt if 1 
should succeed in obtaining restoration of the status quo ante, as the Memorandum still 
maintains that the recent transference of wires to Russian instruments did not create 
any disturbance of the status quo, 
































{40330} No. 254. 
Sir C; Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received November 30.) 





graphic) P. ‘Tehran, November 30, 1906. 

VALIAHD vam No. 38, 

‘The Shai has stimumoued the Valiahd to Tebran, and ho is leaving Tabreez in 
three dys, Lain told that the Shod-es-Sultanch and the Court party have come to 
terms with tlis Imperial Highness. 

In awother formight the Niza 
Shiraz, 








esSultaneh will leave to take up his post at 






























[40187] No. 255. 





ir Ediward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
532, Secret.) 


comm y 
relating to Persia which might 
itself open to the charge of being an infringement of the principle of the “open door,” 
and being one to which the German Government might raise objections, 

He then inquired if the proposed Agreement was to he restricted to Persia and 
Central. Asia, and was informed, in reply, that it was ouly in those countries that 
Great Britain found herself in conflict with 

He said that now that the negotiations were an open secret there was, a con- 
siderable public opinion in Russia in favour of a modification of the Regulations for 
the passige of the Straits of the Dardanelles, and that. the Russian Government wore 
very uneasy as fo the proceedings of the Japaneso in the Far Fast, and would be very 
pleased if they could obtain from His Majesty's Government a recognition of tho 
status quo, which would have a certain moral effect upon the Japanese, and need not 
clash with the conditions of our Japanese alliance. 

Sir C, Hardinge replied that he felt sure that he was faithfully interprot 
views in saying that T should welcome any proposal which would make for peac 
Far East; that this aud the question of the Dardanelles were uot matters in whi 
Great Britain and Russia were solely interested as in Central Asian questions ; and 
that, since it would be impossible for us to know the wishes of the Russian Govorn- 
ment, it must be for them to formulate their proposals, It was quite certain that these 
Tntter would be considered here most carefully and as favourably a8 posible, 

am, &e, 
(Signed) EDWARD GREY, 





























































(40504) No. 256. 


Sir a. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 2.) 
(No. 305.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 2, 1906. 

M. ISVOLSKY called upon me to-day and informed me that the Director of the 
Russian Bank in Tehran had telegraphed to the Ministor of Finance that the Persian 
Prime Minister had expressed his willingness to sign loan contract without waiting for 
Assembly to give its consent, 

In the opinion of M, Isvolsky, who said that he was anxious to learn your views, it 
vas desirable in this matter that’ the British and Russian Representatives at ‘Teliran 
should be asked whethier they considered it was possible to ignore the refusal of tho 
‘Assembly to sanction the loan or prudent to accept the proposal of the Prime 
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(40332) No. 257. 

Foreign Offce to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

(No. 209.) : 
(Telegraphie.) P. 

MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph line, 

proposal, practically identical with that which you mentioned in your telegram 

No. 350 of the 26th ultimo, has boon put forward officially by the Russian Government. 


Foreign Office, December 3, 1906. 

















1682} 



























































(40504) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
(No, 210.) 
(Telegraphic) Foreign Office, December 4, 1906. 





ANGLO-RUSSTAN advance to Persia, : 
Sin A. Nicolson's telegram No. 305 of the 2nd instant repeated to you. 
What are your views with regard to this proposal ? 








[405041 No. 259, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
No, 447.) 
(Welegeaphic.) 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance to Pers 
Your telegram No. 305 of the 2nd instant. 


1 have teloztuphed to Sir C. Spring-Rice for his observations on the point rai 
by M, Isvolaky, 


Foreign Office, December 4, 1906. 











41023) No, 260, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to 
No, 356.) 
Milographic.) P. Tehran, December 6, 1906, 

PORSTAN loan: Telegram No. 205 from St, Petersburgh. 

No jini objection tun, be reed to our dcceptance of the Sai Azam(a signature 
only, for the Shak has not signed the Con Law, the Assombly. is not, yet 
formally coristituted, and only the Tehran Delegates have, $0. fax, been elected. Thi 
Assembly, moreover, was not even thought of when the expenditure was incurred which 
the loan was designed to cover, 

11 has s0 far been found 
oped tom 

ioreasins, 
theniselyes, 

‘Nhe popular Yeat 
appear to desire to pers 
seotet Agroenients, \wh 
sand Lhave refused! this off 
the Sadr A 
tosponsibility. must he tak 
publicly 

Mie draft uote speeifying the items of expenditure, promised by the Sadr Azan, 
lias &0 far not been comminicated to us, 

‘The facts of the situation are sufficiently serious, and [think our best course is to 


do nothing whatever nutil these facts foree the popular party and the Goverimont to 
come to terms, 


(Secret) 
The fact that the Chief of the Russian Bank is in independent communication with 
the Minister of Finance is a source of danger to the negotiations. 





Eudward Grey.—(Recewed December 6.) 














possible to collect the internal Ioan by means of which 
expenditure, and the non-payment of the troops constitutes 
So much is acknowledged by the leaders of te \ssenbly 








son thy One hand, and the Sadr Azam on the other, both 

ens to give then the money without a formal coutrict, by 

would throw the responsibility onus. The Russian Minister 

Our attituile is that we ply to our proposals to 
bint that, iC i 

by the Chief of the Persian Exceut 























(41146) No. 261, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Evieard Grey.—(Received December 7.) — 





(No, 857.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance, 
My telegram No. 956 of yesterday. 
igi money has now been collected by the Popular Assembly to begin the 
payment of the troops, 


Tehran, December 7, 1006. 
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‘The Assembly state that they ean have uo guarantee for the proper expenditure 

‘They think that 
themselves to mect pressing necessities. If they find that they 
cannot do so, they may agree to ucveptance of loan, but they are still opposed to the 


of money supplied from abroad through the Persian Government. 
they will he able by 





principle of seeking financial a 






tance from abroad. 
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Memorandwn by Mr. Parker on the Tureo-Persizn Boundary Question 
(1833 to 1906), 


No, 262, 


‘TILE history of the Tureo-Persian houndary question is a 
reeord! of much exertion but indefinite results. ‘Twenty years of 
phical survey anid labours in eartography, interrupted! at one 
time by the ( in War, but carried ont at enormous expense 
by a Joint Anglo-Russian Commission on the frontior and later in 
Constantinople and St. Petersburgh, terminated in the preparation 
of a Russian and an English map, which in no less than 1,000 
places were divergent. A further map, known as the “Tdentic 
Map,” was then drawn up at St Petersburgh, and it was not till 
1869 and 187), some twenty-seven years after Great Britain and 
undertaken to. mediate “inthe matter, that copies of 
Map” could bo communicated to the Ottoman and 
ents. 
map indicate the frontier, since the Commission 
inerely sucereded in surveying a frontier zone, 20 to 50 miles in 
Breadth, and extending from Mount Ararat (0 the Persian Gulf, a 
distance of over 700 miles. So incomplete is the information 
contained in the map that several of the places mentioned in the 
course of the presont dispute are omitted, and it has been necossary, 
to prepate special map to illustrate the district in quostion, 
The correspondence upon this intricate question—extending 
sno more conclusive fhan the maps. Scores 
wfTeetual efforts of 

































































utilized in this Memorandum, 
‘The earlier phases of the question are not without 
upon the actual situation, moro especially. sinew the 


fluence: 
istricts of 
fo frontior 








disputes: 
‘The subject of this Memorandum tas been dealt with under 
two lieadings 








1. A retrospect of the negoi 
(p.1)5 and 
2 ‘he present dispute (p. 15), 


tions for a general settlement 


1, Retrospect of the Negotiations for a General Setilement. 





(Précis of official correspondence and of Sir Arnold Kemball's 
Memoranda dated April 1875.) 


Tn consequence of a series of frontier incidents and other 
disputes, extending over a period of ten years, relations between 
‘Purkey and Persia became increasingly strained, until finally, in 
the summer of 1842, when an unexpected attack was made by the 
‘Parkish authorities of Suliemanich against the summer camp of 
the Vali of Ardelan, preparations were made for war and a rupture 
appeared imminent. 
























Sir A, Buchanan, 
May 8, 1867. 

ir A, Buchanan, 
No. 186, 

May 22; 1867, 














one Sheil, 
No. 20, 
one 24,1842, 








Sir $, Canaing, 
No, 386, 
Novenor 264 
1842. 


Colonel Sheil. 
No, 20, 
Sno 24, and 


Sie S, Canning, 
No. 286, 
November 26, 
1842, 


Sir S. Couning, 
No. 934, 
Novenbor 2, 1848. 


‘Phe earlier incidents were briefly as follows :— 


In 1835 a Kurdish Chief, dwelling in the district of 
virtually independent of Turkey, made a raid on the 
strategical position of Kotur, in Azerbaijan, and plundered the 
surrounding country. About the same time the district of 
Mergawer, near Gramiah, was attacked by a large body of troops 
Helonging to the Meer of Rowanduz, and completely ravaged with 
great blondshed, Later, the thriving commercial town of Moham- 
Tnerah, which was considered a dangerous rival to the prosperity of 
Bnssorah, was attacked and razed to the ground by Turkish 
troops acting under the onters of the Pasha of Bagdad. 


So much for the. 
ment, on the other 


‘The Ottoman Govern- 
ined that the Persians were 
constantly intr femanich, where they 
il onde ilish by force a Tasha who had been 
rejected by the Porte, In 1840 Persian troops had attacked and 
captured this town, Moreover, F the brother of the 
Shah had made an incursion into the | district (on the 
extromity of the frontier) amd plundered and 

i ind also, it was contended, retained. 
za pumber of years and unjustly 

appropriated the revenue 

‘Mhese disputes were in part due to the doubtful allegiance and 
semicindopendence of the nomad tribes occupying the frontier 
provinces, who wore in the Tiahit of taking up winter quarters in 
one country and migrating in summer, for purposes of pasturage, 
to tlie other. 

Th enumerating these incidents Colonel Sheil, then Chargé 
@Affaives at Tehran, expressed the view that the losses of Persia far 
exceeded those of Burkey, although it transpired later, upon inves- 
tigation by British and Russian Agents on the spot, that Persia had 
deen the aggressor in 1842, and. that the attack on the Vali of 
Ardelan lind heen undertaken with the object of forestalling a 
furthor attempt to reinstate the ex-Pasha of Suliemanie 

When the attack on Ardelan became known the Persian 
Governinent addressed! communications to Sir Stratford Canning and 

n Ambassador at Constantinople, calling attention to the 

it and requesting their friendly intervention with the Porte. 

he British and Russian Representatives at Constantinople and 

‘Yoliran anticipated the instructions of their Governments by coun- 

selling moderation, but for a considerable time the prospects of 

we were not hopeful, and troops continued to be massed upon 

oth sides of the frontier. Colonel Sheil considered that if a 

conflict were to take place the issue would he doubtful, and he 
estimated that Persia could place 90,000 men in the field, 

Mhe Ottoman Government were at first disposed to admit the 
Teast possible degiee of foreign interference into their affairs, but at 
length, in deference to tle representations of Sir 8, Canning, it was 
agreed that there should he a simultaneous withdrawal of troops, 
‘and British and Russian Agents were sent to each camp to hasten 


‘After much disenssion it was decided that a Joint Commission 
potentiaries of the two Mussilman Powers should, in 

hi British and Russian Delegates, be convened at 

te, and if possible to compromise, the rival 


as also understood—though not, apparently, embodied in a 
written Agroement—that the sfatu quo should meanwhile he 
ryed on the frontier. ‘This is frequently referred to in the 
Subsoquent correspondence as “the status quo of 1848.” ‘The 
Fineiple of the statin quo was formally confirmed and plierd on 
ned ina fomporary Agreement concluded im 1869, which is still 
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theoretically in foree. In January 1844 the Ottoman Plenipo- 
tentiary coimmunicated to the Commission a map (see Appendix A) 
indicating respectively the boundary of possession in 1513 and the 
Doundary as then claimed b i Mouniti Araiat to Zohab, 
‘This map is not without interest in relation to the dispute of 190 
‘The first conference of the Commission was held in May 1813. 
‘The British Commissioner was Colonel Williams, who later rose to 
distinction as the defender of Kars. 
nidable, ‘Vo 
sin itself an 
most insoluble problem. 
jealousies to be overcome, A massacre at Kerhela in 1848 had 
rekindled the old animosity of Shiite against, Sunnite toa 
heat; protection for Persian pilgrims to holy: sl 
vwas hard to insure ; there were difficulties about Persian many 
judicial trials, and other matters on ‘Curkish soil; and there was a 
aim on the side of the Porte to the town of Mohammerah, which 
supported by Russia, stoutly ri 
Canning reported that the te 
tur principally upon the provisions of the ‘Ir 


Colonel Williams, 
No.8, 
Tanwiary 14, 1844. 


Colonel Wiliains, 
May 20,1848. 


Memoies. 


remarkable that neither the Ottoman nor the Persian Commissioner 1 


was able to produce 


of this Treaty, anid c 
the accuracy of the v 


xl by the other.* 


A copy preserved in the Vienna Musoum was procured by 

and Major (afterwards Sir Henry) Ravlinson, then 
Consul at Bagdad, made a careful comparison of the yorsions which 
were extant, and. prepared valuable notes on the supposed 
direction of the frontier (see No. 8793, Library, of the Gth December, 


labours were crowned hy the 

city of Erzerouim on the 

But the settlement was only one in ais, before eons 

ing to the conclusion even of the Preliminary Treaty, the Porte 
required that assurances should he given to it ax to the meaning. 
of some of the Articles, and made conformity with its views on 
the part of Persia indispensable to its aceeptauce of the proposed 
engagement. 

‘After considerable negotiations, in which the Persian’ Govern 
ment, or ils Agents, took no part, it was arranged, with a view to 
sceure the preliminary signature of the Treaty, that the desired 
asstirances should be given in writing by the Representatives of 
the two mediating Governments at Constantinople; and, as a 
furtlier precaution against. their rejection by the Persian Conmis- 
joner on the spot, and his consequent: refusal to sigu th 
was determined to keep him in ignorance of the a 
It was hoped, indeed, that, the ‘Treaty once signed, the Persian 
Governnient would be readily induced to indo 
ov, if not so induced, it was argued, the Persian Gover 
still, if it pleased, decline to ratify the ‘Treat 

‘The Porte for the nonce accepted this compromise, but at 
the same time declared emphatically that, if the Persian Govemn- 
ment did not adopt the assurances, the ‘Treaty must be considered 

ef non acenu, 

Under these cireumstances, the Treaty was stuned, 

‘Nhe assurances in question did not, however, mect with 
the concurrence of the Persian Government, Fearing soe 
covert object which it could not comprehend, it persisted in its 


++ The Turkish 
Persian text was sesiroyed dating one of tho revolutions (wife Colouel \ 
No. 16, July 18,1852, and Colonel Sheil, No: 94, August 10, 1852). 
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ef the merous Ses at Constantine: the 


April 21875, 


Sie 8, Cannings 


Toul Cowley, 
No.1, 
Sue 2, 1817, 


Colobel Sie, 


in 2, BAT. 
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Nout 
March 19, 1848, 














Loril Cowley, 
No Is 

March 17, 1848, 
Lan Goveley 
fo. 

Maroli 21, 1818, 

















dissent from them to the Representatives of the mediating 


misty’ 16, 1848. 
Lal Bloomfield, 


58, 


No. 
Fohroaty’ 
Yo Loui Cowley, 


187 





“ Anrione VIII (Extract), 






Governments at Tehran, and the course it determined to pursue, 
refusing to ratify the Treaty, was simply to ignore the 
ipotentiary, therefore, acting presumably on the tacit 
nition by all parties of the views of his Government, declined 
to exchange ratifications if the ratifications of the Porte were to be 
ith drritres-pensées as to the import of the ‘Treat 
g eventually to extreme pressure exercised by the 
ng Ambassadors as the sole means of proventing failure 
he withdrew his objections, and, protesting, the while, want oi 
authority, aeceded as required to the demands of the Porte. 














“The two High Powers will, once for all, leave the tribes about whom, 
x tu the fact of their Suzorain being unknown, there is « dispute: at 

‘and elect the plices whe Ihenceforward always, 
re nl it ix agreed that those tribes whose dependence is known shall 
Je obliged to return to the territory of the State to which they belon 































“Anriote IX. 































AIL the points and. Artite 
Treaty concluded at E 
or annulled 

‘anil in every stipulation, 








he present Treaty, are confirmed in. all 

ine ax if they had been inserted 
word for worl iu this document. It isagrved totwoen the two High Powers 
that, after this Treaty shall have been exchanged, they will accept, and 
figu its aud that its ratifications shall be exchanged within two months or 
Toss ti 





ith the grea 





test difficulty, and ostensibly as a 
matter of to the British Government, that the Porte 
expressed itself satisfied with this issues nor did it then consent 
to ratify the ‘Treaty without requiring and obtaining from the 
Representatives of the mediating Governments an “Explanatory 
Note,” embodying in a more formal manner the assurances the 
had proviously given. 

Thus was the Treaty ratified at Constantinople in March 1848, 
affect of these transactions was to render the work of 
tion impossible, and, after more than two years wasted in 
the labours of the Erontier Com- 
mission (composed of arkish, British, and Russian 
Delegates), which was now appointed, to the mere acquisition of 

pliical andl statistical information, 

to appreciate the extent to which the “ Explanatory 
Note” fected the terms of the Treaty, and the conflict of 
prctensions which ensued, it is necessary to contrast, the provisions 
f cither instrument, in so far as they relate to frontier claims :— 






















* Baplanatory Note (Estirct), 













“Lex points sur lesquels In Sublime Porte réclame tora Cow 
des explications sont les suivanta:— No.l, 
Fotruaty 2, 1818, 





ve 












“1, La Sublime Porto suppose qn’en abandonnant 
no des clauses du Me Article di Traité la 
jerage de Mohamara, ainsi que Wlle 
ase, cette disposition ne peut 6 
do la Sublime Porto qui sontsituées 
Tome de la ville musdite.n Jos autres porte do la Sublime 
Porte situés dans ces endroiteti. 

































“Les Roprésontants déclarent en 1 
ponte: 


“Ad 1 Quo 10, mouillage do Mokamara 
‘est Vondoit situé vitevin do In ville do ce 
nom en dedans di Canal de Haftar, ot que 
otto détinition n'est susceptible «aucune 
‘uutro interprétation. Tl adhitrent, en outr 
Afopinion du Ministre Ottoman qu'on abun 
doniant A la Perso dans tos looulités dont 
‘oat ici question In ville, le port, et Tanorage gy 
do Mohamara, auasi bien que Vlle de Khyat, 
a Sublime Porto no eddy dans cow méines 
cuvltoits nulles antios terres, pay plik quo 
iitres ports qui pourraient y exister, 





























\ Treaty of 1818 (Extract) 












 Awnione I. 















“Pho Persian Govern 
Gover rll the level ta 
part of the Provinve of Zok 
issido to abandon to the 
tovsiys the tnountainous districts of the Pro 
of Korind, 

0h 
the Prov 





nit engages to abandon to the Ottoman 
Is, that is to say, the lands of the western 
: an Government engages on 
the eastern portion, that is 
uve of Zohab, with the Valley 

























nt gives up all protension to the city and 
wand wngagos formally to exervise no interference 
‘iguty of the Ottoman 



















Persan, il a. partio qui se trouve en 
devientie aussi sujette de la Perse, que, par consti 
los terres quelle posséde soient ass’ abandon 

Perse, ot st jamais & nme époque quetoonque: li Perse 
jitrra dispiiter & la Porte le droit de possession do ces 















Moligunnuetali, the Island of Ki rR 
forthe easton bank, that & to say. on the teft ban 
Which aro_in the possession of tribes recognized a» owing allegiance to 

in the possesion af thy Persian Government in full saver 
Bsiden this, Pe vessels shall, hayw fall liberty to. navigate the Se 
iuleArab from tho spat whers this viver, throws itselt into the sea to the 
point of contact of their respective 











texto quole 
os pri 

x pags lus mr iv 
droite duu Schiatt-el-Arab, ni aux tertes sar In 
rive ginche qui appartiennent & In Turquie, 
nemo dans Tes cay oft dos tribus P 
partic ou eit totaltt 
dite rive on ur le 


































& Anricye [1, 





no bearing upon the Sir 4: Kenball, 


‘The explanatory note has obviously. Sr a. Ken 


nneient Treaties nor upon the territorial claims of the Porte, except 
in so far'as Mohammerah and the adjoinin 











i ‘awed 
district are concerned. 1475, 













ussite I 
afurmity with ths preeedin 
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In Sir H. Eliot's 





‘Sir A, Kemball, 
March $0, 1875. 


Sir S. Canning, 
No. 221, 
Docembor 27, 
1518, 


S.Canningy 
No. 216, 
December 19, 
1th, 


(strat, wide 
fips 








Kotur, 





Sir S Cant 
No.110, 

Maret 90: 
TAU, May 45 








Yet tle Porte, foisting upon this document some arbitrary or 
fanciful interpretation, has continually based upon the explanatory 
note its claim to revert to ancient Treaties, and to fix the boundary 
according to local tradition, not only at Molammeral, but 
apparently also elsewhere. 

‘The instructions furnished to the British and Russian Com- 
missioners who. we ciated with ‘Turkish and Persian 
C tation of the frontier under thisTreaty. 
: Colonel Williams was 
Lieutenant Glaseott, R.N., 











or, 

‘The follow 
Williams by He 
the nature of th 





acts from a despatch addressel to Colonel 
sty's Ambassador in December 1815 indica 
rniction 








“The British anil 
dlolimitation of the fh 
ituailiany: to tht of the 
{iy viow the settlement 6 
tothe tors of Treaty stipilation, a 
priuciples in the extention of an ardnous work « « 
WiNie great leygth of frontier between Turkey aud Pt 
Mowni Aral, to. the Persian Gull, might well sugacest 
‘nich arts of the line ax have been settled in principle by: the 
iy of Regoroumn (1847) wonkl rvquire to be snrveyed on the 
Mohammerab, Zohiab, and, 
Ji, to.which inight he added Kome few places in disprte 
the north, brought forward inthe counse of negotiation, but not compre 
ended exprossly in the Treaty. Whatever maybe one this 
subject, the Courts of Turkey’ and Persia must 
cision of the question. thongh it isto be ox 
froin the obligation of louwinye no. part of th 
disput for he fiture, and. that thoy: will gladly 
prevent concurrence, founded as it isnipon the terns of the'Treaty, 
Wo Llessinggs of cuxtainty: in that respect to the sshiole fr 
Be thint as it may, the es of operation 
whole ax to any p of the line, with this 





















jpeg, Sui 

















sturally: fa 























ojvilation. 
‘apply te the 
n, that the 

















roggulation of thos ot expressly 
nist bir derived fr hit nok abrogated, 
roluvenoe is made in ity 60 Article, OF the Treaties, 
oncor th i inne is given in the accompa 





Monorandans, te which ref 
{4h December, 1906.) 


(Sco No, 8793, Library, of the 
































‘he Commission did not assemble at Ba 
1519, the d 
the other, the mi 





gdad until the middle 
of the Sha of Persia in the one e: 
ty pleaded by the Porte of acquiring 
specting the frontier near Van (for which purpose 
Commissioner would make a détour in that direction), 
« retanted the advent of the Persian and Turkish members. 
The Commission was detained for some time at Bagdad by the 
ios which arose from the proceedings of the Ottoman 
¢ in advancing, at the time of his visit to Van, the 
nd the district of Kotur, then in the actual 
possession of Persii, and in marking the line so advanced. with 
Pyramids and other structures, his proceeding, which constituted 
flagrant violation of the status quo, is reverted to subsequent 
part of this Memorandum. 







































th united at Mohammerah, to 
commence operitions in January 1850, ‘The Russian Commissioner 
was Colonel ‘Tehirikoff; the Ottoman, Dervish Pasha; and the 
Persian, Mirza Jaffer Khan. 

‘The Ottoman Commissioner at the outset proceeded to allege 
proofs of ancient Ottoman suzerainty over the tribes in possession 
near Mohammerah, and recorded his claim to all the country 
included within the yellow line, marked on the map in Appen: 



























189, 





dix (B), with the exception only of the walled town of Mohiam- Colonel Shit, 
merah, and the Island of El Khiz, exclusive of the Island of 0-9, 
Mohulleh, No. 50, April 225 
As an offset to these exorbitant demands, the Persian Com- No. 60) May 243 
missioner put in his claim, as indieated by-a green line on the map, No. 86 July 22, 
on the ground that the country so defined was actually occupied, 85° 
and had heen ocenpied for untold years, by Persian tribes, He too, Mohammerah 
ie said, could adduce rebutting evidence of ancient Persian 
suzerainty of a weight and character altogether superior to the 
proofs alleged hy the rival Commissioners but all such argitments, 
he maintained, had been finally disposed of at Erzeronm, Ie 
relied solely upon the plain wording of the Treaty to justify his 
claims, and, appealing to the mediating Commissioners, insisted 
upon actual possession as the principle which should rale gencrally 
the division of co-limitary lands, 
‘The mediating Commissioners pointed to the terms of the 
‘Treaty as being obviously opposed to the isolation of strips of 
territory belonging to either State within the limits of the other, 
involving, as it wonld, the absurdity of a triple boundary to cach ; 
and, for reasons which were acknowledged to be conclusive hy the 
mediating Governments, they finally defined the common frontier, 
from the Gulf to Howeizeh, as shown on the map (Appendix B), 
By this decision the debatable Innds were pretty evenly 
divided hetween the litigants, and the security of Bussoraly and 
Molinmmorah was insured, both: politically and commercially, to 
the respective States. 
Tho Pevsimn Government, though it protested against the 
separation of a portion of the Chaab tribe, its: subjects, who. were 
ed in, the Layids situated to the west of the mediating Com- 
ners’ line of frontion, eventually accepted their de 
ch lind heen made somewhat: fivourable to Turkey in order to 
secure the river approach to Bussorah, 
The Ottoman Commissioner not only rejected their decision 
and declined to abate one iota of his pretensions, but he further 
demands of an exorbitant character, 
x imme va change: in the stars quo, 
‘ies among the tribes, which led, in due course, 10 
















































































and by 
serious ; 
‘At Constantinople the efforts of the Ambassadors to induce the 
Porte to the line recommended by the mediating Commis: 
sioners, as constituting, in conformity the tne intent and 
of Article TT of the ‘reat rest demarcation for 

and its district, rem . The Porte 

in. its interpretation of the “Explanatory Note” as 
the adoption of the line laid down by ‘its Con 














10, duly 95 
uly 9 



















sioner, 
ain 





1 status quo at Mohammerah was ultimately. pro- 
vied hy the Ottoman and Persia i 
aksurances in writin 
Commissioners, to le 
any change or innovation in respect to the troops or employes in 1851. 
the territories in dispute, or in respect to the condition of the 
tants, When this understanding was reached, in November 
was mutually agreed that the Commission should resume 
at the north’ pomt of the Provines of Zolab, antl make the 
surveys and investigations from that point as thr down 
as Howeizeh. 
In its operation this understanding had the effect merely of Golonet Sheil, 
transferring to Zohab the scenes which had been enneted at No 2, i 
Mohanmuerab, and of raising there difficulties attended with similar ‘PU 25 1%2. 
incidents and intrigues on the part of the Ottoman Commissioner, 
Tn Conferenees held at Mendali in December 1851 the rival sir $ Canning, 
Commissioners each submitted, in writing, their proposals for No.4. 
11682] 30 February 26, 1892 





ved by each fo the mediating xovgyet 


aside past teclamations, and to renounce Peceubir 31, 
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Sir $, Canning, 
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Twi: No.8, 
Fybnary 18, 1852, 
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ving ont the prov 
is as follow: 

he Persian Gover 
tment all the level lands tha 
the Province uf Zobab ; aud the Otto 
abandon to the Persia: Government the eastern 
onntainons distriets of the Province of Zolab, wi 


jon of the ‘Treaty relating to Zohub, which 





























‘The mestiat 


Commissioners commented on these proposals 
as follows: 








8 du Commissaire Ottoman, pows 
ie presque & ta frontibre orient 
prisrien de cette province. -D’ 
Persan wabandonnent & Ia Turquie 
nité vovidentalo de Zohaby 


+ par les-ciines dew 
Zoliab, no, labssent 
Tea pritentions 


que Ia basse plaine 






















A lextré 





Colonel Williams and his colleague, after labori 
the goomaphical features of the province, prepared a map’ (se 
Appindix O) indieativg the line which, in their opinion, the front 
Should fallow. ‘This: was communicated to the two Mussulman 
Comunissionvrs together with a Memorandum setting forth the 

eal considerations upon whieh their decisions were based. 

ly in 1852'the situation was again rendered more difficult 

ation of the Ottoman Commissioner that he must 
i until the Lersian Government had re- 
established the status quo, as understood by the Porte, at 
Mohammerah and Zohub, ‘the three other Commissioners, then 
determined, as the only alternative of an indefinite suspension of 
their labours, to survey together the country comprising the Tine 
of fronticr between Mendeli and HMoweizeh, As this ground had 
hoon already twice travelled by their urkish colleague and his 
engineers, they only placed themselves on an equality with him by 
now examining it 

Whe only issue from the deadlock which now supervened 
consisted, in the opinion of the two mediating Ambasstdors at 
Constantinople, in substituting arbitration for mediation as a means 
of settlement, and their opinion was adopted by thei i 
is, though not without material reserve by Russia 
this issu, however palatable to the Shah, who accepted it 
Turtlee wsorvation than the restitution of Kotur and the admission 
of the ‘reaty, of Erzeroum as the basis of delimitation, was 
peremptorily and persistently rojected by the Porte. ‘The only: 
jurce that then remained for adoption was to restrict the Ixbow 







































































+ of the Commission to the construction of a map, comprising a zone 


of country from 20 to 60 miles broad, within whose limits the 
common frontier would have to be subsequently traced, and to the 
collection of information fo elucidate that frontier, the actual work 
of delimitation being thenceforward postponed until the requisite 
materials should have been provided. Phis course was by: mutual 
consent adopted. 

Ti April 1852 Colonel Williams reported that hie had then in 
his possession such detailed surveys as were necessary to constract 
map of tho frontier from the Persian Gulf to the north point of 
Zohab, 
Early in May the Ottoman Commissioner rejoined hits eolles 




























‘The progress of the Commission from Zohab to Mount Ararat 
Was everywhicre murked hy the defection of the Ottoman Commis 
sioner, who devoted himself to 9 course of secret intrigues —more 
notably at Serdesht, Banna, Lahidjan, and Ushni—for the purpose 
Of seducing Porsian subjeots from their professed and (inthe 
pinion of the mediating Commissioners) well-established allegiance 
to the Shah, 
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On the 14th September, 1852, Colonel Williams 
Her Majesty’s Government the conclusion of the survey 
Turco-Persian frontier, together with the necessa 
along the whole line from the Persian Gulf to Mount Ararat, 

‘Colonel Williams proceeded to England on leave early 
ani] the supervision of the map-work thereupon devolved upo 
Lieutenant Glascott. In 




















1865 it was announced that the maps were completed. 
nation, however, the Russian and English maps proved so inne 
that the respective Ambassadors at Constantinople refused to 
them, ‘The work of revision then lasted until 186: 
despatch to Lord Mal 

1853, Colonel Will 
Report, in conjuncti 
licir opinions and decisions upon 



























frontier. 
this Report was to be based we 








to emphasize the effect of this loss 


ment that territorial restitu 
Zo\inb, and. Suliemanich, 


ion should be confined to M 
accordance with the Treaty of 18 





but that otherwise the statuy quo should be maintained. It is 





reported to Colovel Wiliams 
of the 
tigations, 3h 


to Foreign Ofice, 
September 14, 






‘ovember 157 the British Commission 5 yf, Biot, 
‘was transferred from Constantinople to St. Petersburgh, and in 





292, 


‘On examie September 14 


1869, 

Lord Lyons, 

No. 15) 

Tanuay 10, 1807. 


bury, dated Constantinople, the 
ms spoke of his intention of 
mn with his Russian colleague, 
ery portion of the 
Unfortunately all the notes and memoranda upon whieh s 


As Keabull's 





lost on their passage up river to letter of 


October 30, 1478. 


i Tn a Colonel Shei, 
despatch dated the 26th February, 1850, to Colonel Sheil, Lord } 

Palmerston had laid it down as the view of Her Majesty’s Govern- 
hammerah, 








nov, however, impossible to determine what, in the opinion of the 
mediating Commissioners, constituted the status quo of 1843, he 


only paris of the frontier actually delimited were Mohammi 
Hovweizeh and the Provinee 


and the medi Commissioners expressed their sti 











on record what, in thei 
‘or how its frontier should run—an omi 
inconvenience at a later period. 

On the termination of the frontier survo} 
ment appealed to the mediating Powers to 
Persia in respect to Kotur 








1 Ww 








niliente the 








¥ thie Persian Governs Colonel 
ights of 
a question which had only been allowe 


ali to 
f Zohab, Kotur was merely surveyed, 
“ ‘opinion 
that this district should be restored to Persia; they did not pact 
view, constituted the district of Kotur 

ich caused much 


Kotur. 








Shell, 
No. 18), 
Docomber 
1852, 





to remain in abeyance pending an investigation by the mediating 


Commissioners, “These rights wore fully: estab 
dy the mediating Commissioners after their artis 
the possession of Kotur, as ¢ 









Persia, ‘The negotiations in connection with the ‘ti 





their suspension wa 





prolong 


prising an important: pass, bein, 
moreover, declared by them to be indispensable to the security of 


(and certified Lord Stratford do 
1 on the spot, Rovelifo, No. 49% 


‘October 14) 1854. 






No 1 


Persian July 10,1804, 
boundary were nocessarily suspended during the Crimean War, and 


vera Sit W. Be 





d by the rupture of relations between Williams, 


Great Britain and Persia. But on the return of a general peace, Fbiaty 1, 


the Persian Government renewed and. constantly 





iterated its 


18515 
December 1, 


former appeals to the Powers for the restitution of Kotur, ‘The 1837, 


Porte rei 


‘Treaty of Berlin, that the town of Kotur was restored to Persia, 


‘The same trouble 
the Commission of 1843 became again (1808) the subject 
recriminatory correspondence between Persia und ‘Turkey,as Ww 

of constant reference to the Representatives of the two 
Governments, and in 1865 notice was more especially attract 














‘ained obiurate to all the appeals of Great Britain and 
Russia; and it was not till 1879, in‘ virtue of Article LX of the 


and differences which preceded and led to 


as 





‘To Lord Stratford 
do Redelith 





of 





ing Naish 22, 155%. 
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7 alsieisiaia 
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Sir A, Komball to 
‘Lord Tenterden, 
October 30, 187, 


‘Sir A, Kemball 
Sune 8, 1880, 


Kot, 


‘Thomson, 
Secret, 
July 10, 1878. 
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Parente isege 


reparation of 
Ahn colleague was deemed to be indispensable) had been 
ps ) 
tters involved, 


ic 

Purkish Gp 

148-51) a 
principles upon which 0 
Revision, nkttehed 
appar to na to 0 


‘ged inthe de 

in private conferen 

rocetd, anit had, subject, to 
non frontier which 


Naby Op 
‘unl ihe 
apes 
tte confit 
flowy with ailyor ink [Int neo 
TaN} the neparate, Working 
Tr oifel ra lodged wih al 
Saino Hor Majesty's 
ult of privat di 


jteague and 
fe wll 


1d ie ¥¢ 
‘V with translations are, of 
that ling with little: reserv 
rated! pretensions, based 
tory by conquest in 
it it partook nocoasarily of the hatnre of a coms 
promise ich neither Delegate would be ev 
hse 
tmoiliation, and ina 
‘of Court, th 
without appeal. 
‘east 
prowntingg at one ¥ 
proqwned from eid to 
Hitter paity the ona of determining the partiontar points whic 
Auppone he haw mullefent reanon to” contest, and to Hitt his conten 
tligreto. sc 


nttor, 

cdiatingg Delegates? inte 

dotted in poncily Kometin 

Holings the Porsian protonsions, sore 
‘Thirkiah pretensions, bt more generally, Lb 
is intermediate between the two.” 


11 appears from these extracts that tere exist in the archives 
of the Huibassy: at Constantinople maps i 1g the line wh 

the opinion of Sir A, Kemball and Colonel Zelenoi, the frontier 
aight Tiel follow the whole way from Mount: Ararat to the 
Persian Gulf, 


During the Russo-Turkish War Russia prevailed upon Persia 

to maintain an attitude of neutrality; and, in return, when Russia 
me to terms with Turkey she eaused an Article (No. 18) dealing 

With the question of Kotur to be inserted in the Treaty of San 
Stefano. 

his Article was confirmed by Article LX of the Treaty of 
Berlin, which is as follows :— 

Mh valley of Alnschikerd and the town of Bayazid, coded to Ruasia by 
Artisle XIX of the Treaty of San Stefano, are restored to Turkey. 
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«The Sublime Porte cedes to Persia the town and territory of Kotur, a8 
determined by the Mixed Anglo-Russiant Commission for the delimitation of 
the frontiers of Turkey and Persia.” 


On the 25th January, 1879, the town and a portion of the 
territory of Kotur were formally coded to Persia by the Ottoman 
authorities and occupied by Persian troops. 


‘A difference of opinion arose, however, between the two 
Vowers in regard to what precisely constituted the “territory of 
Kotur’ 

Her Majesty’s Government and the Russian Government 
consilered that the intermediate line agreed upon in 1876 by 


Sir Arnold Kemball and Colonel Zelenoi should he adopted as a; 


dasis for the demarcation of Kotux, as the Plenipotentinries at 
Berlin had clearly in their mind a decision made, or to be made, by 
that Commission, 

A Commission composed of British, Russian, and ‘Durkish 
Delegates was appointed in March 1879 to demareate the “ frontions 
of Turkey in Asia” in accordance with Article DX of the Treaty 
Berlin, ‘This Commission did not reach Kotur in 1879, being 
occupied with the Russo-Turkish frontier. 

Tn 1880 General Sir B. Hamley was appointed British 
Commissioner; on the 27th July, this officer and General Zclenoi 
met at Sary Kamish and signed a Protocol and maps fixing the 
frontier of Kotu 

‘he originals of these documents are in the Foreign OMe: 
Library. 


Jn April 1881 a joint communication was made to the Porte 
by the British and Russian Representatives, recommending. the 
ailoption of the line laid down by General Hanley and Gencral 
Zelonoi. 

Tn a Memorandum dated the Ist May, 1883, the Porte 
declared its readiness to proceed with the delimitation “in 
xecordanco with the boundary traced by the Anglo-Russian 
Commissioners. 

Tho Map and Protocol of July 1880 were then communicated 
to the Persian Government, who forthwith appointed a Com- 
missioner. 

Colonel Everett and Colonel Kulberis were appointed to assist 
the Murco-Persian Commissioners in the work of demareation on 
the frontier, 

Mr. Wyndham reported on the 20th May, 1853, that the Poxte 
only accopied the Map and Protocol of 1860 ‘with eertain 
reserves.” 

‘Much delay ensued in negotiating about these resorves, and in 
Soptember 1853. the Ottoman Government informed Her Majesty 
Representative that the delimitation must stand over till the 
following year. 

Tn February 1884 Lord Dufferin reported that thie Porte 
altogether repudiated the Hamley-Zelenoi line. ho British and 
Russian Ambassadors continued to press for the issue of an Tradé 
authorizing the acceptance of this line, but with no success. In a 
despatch dated July 1884 Lord Dufferin animadverted with much 
fAndour upon the attitude of the Ottoman Government, which 
he attributed nrgely to the influence of Germany, On the 
22nd January, 1885, it was reported that the Lradé had not yet 


been issued; and the Kotur question appears to hiave been allowed. S 


to drop. ‘The Sultan considered the proposed cession of territory to 
de unjust, and expressed the view that some of the other stipulations 
of the Treaty of Berlin, less unfavourable to Turkey, should first be 
carried into effect. 


Mr. Abbott, 
Ne 


Mbrny 27 3870 
Si Layard 
No tinwe 
Noveniber 42878 
Ae 'thomson, 
No. 8, 
Meh 9,187 
‘o Lond Daitern, 
No, 278, 

yr i879, 
‘To Major lake, 
Apel th 188, 


Sir Bs Hanley, 
No.7, 
uly 27, 1880. 


S00 orig 
‘Treaties 

No. 44" 

Mr, Gowclion, 
No. 408, 

May 24, 1881, 


‘Mr, Wynidtiam, 
No.4, 
May}, 1843, 


Mr, Thomson, 
No. 69), 
May 26, 1889, 


Mr. Wyndham, 
No.4, 
May 2111889, 


Lor Dufferin 
No 66, 


Lord Datferin, 

No. 2H, 

oly 15, 1884, 

Mrs Wyndham, 
No. STH 
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Pushtislculs In 1864 u dispute arose in the Pusht-i-kuh or Bagsai district. 
‘Posirl:‘thoraton, Her Majesty's Government made a proposal to the Russian Govern 
No, 95, * iment that British and Russian Commissioners should be appointed 
April 19, 184. ¢o endeavour to effect an agreement. 

Fonwigh Office, 
Memorundus, 
October 2, 1858. 
horutin ‘This proposal was accepted by the Russian Government, but 
tersbureh), when the course to be pursued was communicated to the Porte (in 
aheres Tune 1884) its attitude was evasive for some years, and a disposition 


Mey 17 1584 to minimize the incidents in question was manifested. 
No.6, 
Telogtarhi, 
tober 22,1638. m 
nally, in July 1889, Sir William White reported as follows = 


vas only last Apsil that T received from the Sublime Poste note 
aoe Me Atcadl ta ft hy Sir Radward Thorton on the 5th August, 
Ke, noarly three yeu ago—relative to. the Pusht 
card had pressed for an anawer to the proposal that the Ottoman and 
Persian Governments should cach omiuate a Corsnissoues to prepare & 
joint Report on the question, to be submitted to the devision of the two 
ating Powers. ‘Iho Ottoman Government hinx now absolutely destined 
cept the proposal on the ground that the torritory in dispute forms an 
tof he Ou i ae 
WD Pashtei-kul questi in an open Hore 
Hike that of the Kotur villages, many of which a the occups 
Of the Turkish Governme 


n ‘Tho correspondence between 1869 and 1804, comprising some 
‘ania Ago ieapatenen ani celogear, relates iy to Vazné and 
Tahidjan 
Me. Shine! vané® ia small hamet—or, more 
(fabiocs). No 28) serving ground whieh has come to be inhal 
Nea southorn extremity of the exter of Lali 
‘unl is cleasly shown on Colonel Mauinsell’s map of Asiatic Turkey 
(ony ay Vamné ant Labidjan re indieated on the map in 
Appendi: D). 3 
SASS Cho Tk complained that th Persian tr 
ankoor tink occupied Vaané, which sI 
Peer he, Peteian Goverment denied this, and whch, in 
1S80, tle Porte demanded that the tribesmen should evacuate tH 
tervitory in dispute within, three weeks, the Persian Government 
appealed {o Great Britain and Russia to intervene. ‘ 
Phe (arkish Ambassador at Tehran informed Her Majesty's 
that Persia was too fond of making appeals to the 
pavers, and added that ‘Curkey always lad and always 
vould settle dispntes of the kind with Persia without references to 
friwudlly or nedinting Power, : 
worst, Curkescontended that Vane was in the Kava’ of Meru 
y Aependint on the Sunjuk of Sutiemai Persia. that both Vazné 
and the more northerly district of Merzawer were Persian territory. 
Porsiv deckired that the Kandil Dagh (see Appendix: D) shoulil 
he the frontier: the Porte asserted th iné was bounded by the 


rayo, River Malin, which nobody: proved able to Tocat 


Sip W White, 
Noosa 
Tawvary 18.1800 ‘ 


azn, and the negotiations in regard to tlie 
vied on together. It is noticeable in the 
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correspondence that the local disagreements in these districts 
usually became less pronounced when the harvest time was over. 

The efforts of the mediating Powers to bring about.a settlement 
proved of no avail, except in so far as they averted a serious conflict. 
‘These efforts were principally directed to the dispatch of Turkish 
and Persian Commissioners to the disputed districts, 

Tu November 1894 Her Majesty's Ambassadorat Constantinople Si" P. Currie, 
reported that the Persian Government had decided not to send their x 
Commissioner to Vazué until the following April, as that plueo was 1 
practically inaccessible in winter. Itdoes not appear, however, that 
the Commissioners of tlie two Powers ever actually mot, 

Tn 1891 a dispute arose in the Zohab region, but it apparently Sir F. Lascelles, 
was of no great import ae 

November 1691, 


3 the Persian Government complained that Mohammerah, 
, in defiance of Article IT of the Treaty of 
7 & customs in the Shatt-el-Arab on goods N 
going from or to Moliammerah, and that the Governor of Bussorah November 2 1898. 
hud been instructed that he was to 
left bank of the Shatt 


tlo thoritios, \’ 
which, Hit seriously affect British trade on the sn 

‘The Russian Ambassador at Constantinople treated as ridiculous No. 518, 
the Turkish elaim to the left bank of the Shatt-el-Arab, Ser TEATS 

On the 1Sth November, 1893, Her Majesty's Ambassador Sir F.C 
reported that he considered the question of Mohammerah as settled, N°: 
the ¥ i i ing informed him that the Rleseuphic, 

‘crmment laid no claim whatever to that place. wa 
November 1893 the ‘Turkish Government informed tho Sir F, Lascolls, 
ssidor at Constantinople that “they had written. to N° 10, 
stoms Agent: at Bussorah that Mohiammerah was a Persian 2 
possession, and that imports to it were not to be taxed," 

Tn May 1904 there was an affray between ‘Turks and Persians Sir A. Hardingo, 
at Simbar, near Mendali. ‘Pho matter attracted some attention on N12. 
Acgomnit of the proximity of the d’Arey Petroleum Wells, Pa es 

O'Conor, 


Sir C. Hardingo, 
aa 
v4, 1004 
2. Die Present Dispute, 4 


(See Appendices D and B,) 


_ In October 1905 the Persian Government informed Hi: Vazné, 
Majesty's Chingé d’Affaires that Ottoman troops had entered the Tahitian, and 
Aistricts of Vazné and Lahidjan, in making this communication,  Morgawer, 
they appealed for the support of His Majesty's Ambassador at Mr Grant Dut, 
Constantinople in the representations which the Persian Ainbassador No: 217. 
Haat Deen \instructel to make to the Porte Oper t0) BOs 
ir N. O'Conor was authorized is wood offices if he ‘fo Sir N. O'Gon 
MougERU A GeAMTAMGe a oe Oe ee BONN OG 
On the 18th December, 1905, his Excell See 
ie lecember, 1905, his Excellency reporte tb Sir N. O'Conor 
the Ottoman Government, while refusing to withdraw eee Ngee 
from the territory in dispute, agreed to the appointinent of a Mixed Lelestaplic 
Commission to investigate the claims of the two Governments, Lene 1: 
though they contended that Vazné, Lahidjan, and Passova (which xo 424 
had also been occupied by @ Turkish force) indubitably formed Deceuber 18 
rt of the Ottoman Dominions. ‘The Ottoman forces on the 1105. 
rontier had, meanwhile, been considerably strengthened, and a 
[682] BE 
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ht easily follow if the existing situation were prolonged. seaily peoulialy affect the Russian Gogernment at this moments 
Tn these cireumstances, Sir N. O'Conor had co-operated with his a arkovs BOD nd action a: conflagration; 
Russian colleague in urging the Persian Ambassador to accept the might be very serious for 
proposal of the Porte. Turkey. 


PR ae SY s« Highness said 1 might rely upon bin doing all in’ bis power to 
The Persian, Government were at first only willing to agree to eae ea SRE aan 


rant Dui, 
Now thy 


Ait ig the atrangement provided the disputed territory was. previously the dangers towards which their policy in-rogurd to this 
Desens. evacuated by the Turkish troops; but His Majesty’s Government His adversaries, however, were numerons and 
recommended that they should accept it without this stipulation. fas carrying on’ almost single-handed was: 


1905, 
‘To Mr, Grant Duff, 
No. 97, 
eleraphic ‘ : i 
December 2 In July the Russian Government expressed much anxiety as £9 an OConor, 
ee to the sitvation, and Sir N. O'Conor was authorized to renew Nis ‘Telographio, 
SiR Open, ‘Much discussion of a desultory nature took place between the representations in concert with his Russian colleague, ally 18; 1806. 
No ths, 4, Porte and the Persian Ambassador, who embodied in two notes the On the 27th July Mr, Grant Duff reported that the Fronticr 
ian arguments. ‘These remained for some time unanswered, Commissioners had met; but on the 18th August the Persian 
paton the 30th April, the Porte replied urging the appointment of Government informed him that the turkish Commissioner had left 
Sie, Oonoe, a. Persian Commissioner to meet the Ottoman Commi Hiemanich, and that the Ottoman authorities were collecting 
At oe the frontier rgawer. 
ital a ‘Sir N. OConor had w consultation with the Russian Charge Sr N-0Conor, 
824, the Persian Goverament finally agreed to this proposal, and @ Affaires as to the best course to be pursued, on the 2st Apres 
May 951908. appointed «a Commissioner, but expos thea yore poo can eet NE 
would first be evacuated, as this place was considerably to the 
vom, West the frontier zone as shown on the dentie Sap” Foi iaraliei trea we aalianmnarentot Opinion 
Reece O'Conor and the Russian Ambassador repeatedly made as to wh Hd do. iv ease tho Ottoman Goverment contined to 
May 20, 1006, representati Ottoman Government and counselled ue a policy of aggress 1 as not inclined to think the 
6b, Bice a Dnt in May, His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez ult aot as 2 aside i policy, although Twas 
ioriphic, reported that the ‘Turks lind taken complete possession of the coptical at to tie Ottoman troops exacuatings Passov. 
Lea Oe Sere ee get Saariten: (enn ex een ont “Tha eal warned the Porte tht Hu rok onan 
Mekne Unomiah and Ushi); that Turkish soldiers, fully armed, had ih exter gp oul 
Ave, 1808, ited the town of Hrumiah, and warned the Governor to cease Twas rathoraverse to direct menaces which wo were wulikel mh 
taxes along the frontier; and that the (Turkish troops in Uae tO axcoutions mo Tonge av the policy of the Porte did ot exe 
No. it, hourhood of Urumialt had een reinforced. Tints ances L thouslit ont bent 
May 21, 1906, li lie 


1905, 


that we wore 
cour former 


iene amet Tn a despatch dated the 26th June Sir N. O'Conor reported a 


rf toni, conversation with the Grand Vizier on the situations ‘upon both the Poste and the r 
au 360 1008 do ws c ine of policy. 
| Although the Sultan had agreed to the appointment of Joint “ML, Syetehin rely agcreeid with me, and would report to his 
Commiissioners, he was ai ‘d to. allow them to report what w Government in the siano #ense.” 
testa Che fact, hat Manor, wan uated wi fla Perea ran 
aa ean ae by arog Lin Majesty that if heared to rhe Ottoman AGinistor for Foret Affairs state on the Se %, O'Caon 
withdra nips from Parsova he would mantge to do xo without any 28th August that it was absolutely untrue that the ‘urkish X% tea Ait 
Tons of prestige to the Caliphate, and that possibly they: might get 90 ‘authorities were collecting taxes in Mergawer, ‘he Parkish Abt? 
Hpworation in the direetion of Soujboulak and Bayaai, where Persian Commissioner had only suggested transferring the nexotiations to 
troops hal occupied some places which were clearly outside their proper nl, butt he hiad at once been instructed to remain at Passova and 


tae 2 Ho i Sune ee an th (pst ith theo debt 


Taimcaice ett sestLIOGE NC not know what instea ‘he situation continued, however, to show no real improves Mr. Barela 
Thad ot from the Pali v ment, and in the beginning of October the Persian Ambassador N40 
Tad hoon told to report against the evact inde the following communication to the British and Russian Oetchet 5, 1908. 
papers with them to prove their ease, and. when their report came in, } epresentatives at Constantinople -— PVE 
Hifchness would see to it that a roport was sent to the Sultan establishing, i . 
Tesi doubt the Persian claim to Passov’, _ 6 Phe Durkiah Commissioner as proposed the River Tahan as frontier, 
pointed out to hie Highness that it was his duty not to leave the which would give Turkey Old Labidjan, Vazné, Noalenfakin, and other 
Itan dy any doubt as to the grave danger of the course which was guiding, § 
for nome time yast in regard to this question; that if the pes, whi 
Hamidich regiments once got out Afhand there was no saying how far The uu 
disturbanoa would spread, and that not only was there a. strong probability: ah 
of their extending to the Bagdad and Bussoral: regions, where already there The 
‘vas a good deal of disorder and tnrust, but that they might also take a key in not 
Tacki eed course atid set up « revolution in Asia Minor, where the condition disp bess tho British and Russian Repre- 
‘of affairsin the Caucasus was already having its effect, 1 raid that the aamador, and to proceed to 
maintenance of tranq! .y in the regions of the Persian Gulf was a matter “KC to submitting the question to 
Of deep conceru to His Majesty's Government; that frontier disturbances 
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Both Mr, Barclay and the Russian Ambassador were doubtful 
whether the Porte would accept arbitration. 

Some doubt arose as to the position of the River Lahan. No 
river of this name is marked on the “Tdentic Map.” ‘There a 
River Lavan or Lavéne, which flows to the east of Lahidjan and is 
neat the centre of the frontier zone. ‘There is another, named. the 
Leuven (marked only in Colonel Maunsell’s Map of 1904), which 
flows somewhat to tlie west of Passova, forming the eastern limit of 
the frontier zone. Mr, Barclay considered that the river which 

‘ing was the Tenyen (cee Appendix D). 
No SivA.Nicolson ‘The Russian Government considered it necessary and desirable 
No, 467, that th Majesty’s Government, 
October 16,1906. tit course should now be pursued. ‘The unsuccessful efforts of 
the two countries to settle the question had not failed to produce 
an unfavourable impression at ‘Tel nd an opening might thus 
De found for the intervention of ¢ 5 that Power could base 
Ler interfirrence on hor 'l'rexty with Porsia of 1873 (Article XVIN1), 
and might therchy materially strengthen her position in Persia. 
Mr, Starla, On the 80th October an ie communication, im the 
N72 following terms, was made to the Porte by the British and Russian 


Mr. Bavelay, 
No. 719, 
October 25, 1000, 


"0, 1006. 


nde quit if i Purquie et 

tion pte dex: troupes. Ottomanon des Teal 

gu tp forniont uy let da ont e ces deux 
Vivaié et Labi nisi ue de Peave, qui 


Roprérentants dos deyx Pubsanices méiintrices, I 
ln Rusode, ont A plas Cuno reprise ét par Iount Gouvernen 
a : a ane dons: Pulaamces Altwulenunce de went 

i oh Hxer dans ces port Des C 
voyea ‘Tans ce But tr Te Te 
on parvention: tout 
rN I wats 
and tinjue de xe compliquer. 
m 1e Gouvaracutent Pensa 8 arn devi 
1 pont les priee de proposer Ala Sublime 
oP bw Puiwancen tnlditrces pou Ia 


xairos Wont poi 
“Dinwy eot 


ents 
desir do coutribuer & une solution 
ut des rapports de 
ws Masilinaties, aont prety & user de 
ae des Commissaires, ui 
Conmoisstiros: Ottoman ot Pera, auraient fist 
mites do la dite zon 
ee Hk eomakannee dy Gounemanct 
if eterno et TAmbassade 
les enti 


ion was not unfavourably received at the 
roportinl 


M. Maykow sior to: me did the Gruul Vizier or Tewfik 
Wy wewilingniesa to Tiave reconttne to. the gourd olleesoF thie 
ceent of the two Moston: Powers eine nate 
ruselves, esslik Pash, Tisleesds spok 
cl aio ty mal cut 
outs U9 OUT quite adiuitted in prineip 

wer thi the to the Persian Government 
Persia oljectedl to the Himmpasedt by the Orton Commissioner, she 
stiould I that they: hind heard the day: before 
row thes Turkish Avibiaas jan tht tustiuotious had been sent in 
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the desired sense to the Persian Commissioner, and until the Porte. knew 
the nature of the Persian counter-proposal they were not in a position to 
reply to our communication 


On the 20th October the Persian Government stated that the 
Turkish forces had advanced close to Soujboulak, and that they 
were collecting taxes within 2 miles of Urumia, 


On the Bist October Sir ©. Spring-Rice telegraphed that the 
situation had changed for the better, partly owing to an outbreak 
of mutiny among the Turkish troops. ‘The Persian Government 
now had hopes that an agreement would he reached. 

On the 21st November Mr, Barclay reported that the Persian 
Commiissioner had proposed the Kandil Dagh as frontier. ‘This 
iad been rejected by the Porte, as it would give Vazé and the 
command of the Vazné defile to Persia, 

On the 29th November Sir C. Spring-Iice stated that the 
Ottoman Government had proposed a joint Boundary Commission 
ty) mect at Mosul, but that the Persian Government were pressing 
for Soujboulak as nearer, 


Conclusion. 


Tt is difficult to establish with cortainty how the present 
dispute originated, Vazné and Tahidjan have, as lias been shown, 
een for soine time the subject of contention, Although. the 
Persian Customs Department, under M. Nous, may have heen 
responsible for certain aggressions upon debatable land, the balance 
of evidence would tend to show that the personal ambition of local 
Ottoman officials was the primary cause of the occupation of 
Vazné and Lahidjan; while, in regard to the further encroach. 

of Ottoman troop: itory which ean ouly be claimed 
as Turkish upon the discredited reports of Dervish Pashia, there is 
ample reason to believe that Ottoman statesmen are themselves 
aware how difficult it is to justify the attitude of Turkey 

But even in regant to the places within the frontier zone, the 
whole weight of tradition and of documentary proof goes to show 
that Persia and not Turkey is the aggrieved party. 


Sie U, Spring Rice 
Soa 
grap 
etter 201806. 
SiO. 
‘loge 
eta 31,3906, 
afr Bacay, 
Noth 
November 2 
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Sin 0; Spring Ris, 
Mie oe 
oesraphiy 
Noventer 3, 
100 


Sie ©, Springs tio, 
Nod, 
Novenber 9, 1908, 


Major Rawlinson, who visited Labidjan in 1838 and who was Sir. 


intimately acquainted with the frontier hetweon Bussorali and 
Urumia, drew up a report for the Erzeroum Commission in 1844, 
He wrote as follo 


it would seem very desirable to establish fixed 
ts in Sordeahit, 
of the tribe still continues, it i tr 
5 Int the Manish and Manoor 
aro for the most part settled in Lahidjan, which t+ Persian territory, anil pas 
muoreover, the revenues of their linds to the Mikti, proprietors uf 
Soujboulak. » +. « 
The boundary from the Kurtek Pass, which is the limit. of Sordesht, 
proceeds northwesterly: along the great range of 
Lalidjan from Batik, uid th nig at right, angles the shoulder whiel 
incloses Sulding. to the south, read EShin Pass of Uslinis 
Kvographical distinction is roost marked upon tis part of the 
is (Persian) also. held. Ti fat tho time of Sultan, Murai’e 
‘Preaty (1633), while Balik was dependent on the Suhran Chiefs. of 
Rowaiuduz, there seme no reason to doubt the correctness of the present 
territorial distribution, 


* de, the Kandil ag, nove (1906) claimed by Persia ava fronton 
[1682 BF 


OF 
July 











Colonel Williams, 
Ushni, 

July 18, 1852 (see 
Colonel Sheil’s 


oapatch No. 94 of ) 


August 10, 1852). 
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“From the Kel-iShin Pase tho frontier is supposed to follow the 
culininating points of the great range, dividing Ushni from Rowanduz, 
Mergaicer from Kanerish.” 


‘This is an interesting statement, as the Porte have always 
contended that the boundary should be fixed on the basis of the 
‘Preaty of 1639. 
Perhaps the strongest refutation of the present claims of 
"y isvaforded by the map. (see Appendix A) communicated 
jon by the Ottoman Commission in 
‘yvo lines are drawn on this map, one shows the 
Markey, the other the then boundary of 
(and @ fortiori Vamné) lies well on’ the 
lines. 
ues of Dervish Pasha in 1852, Colonel 
to the ownership of Lahidjan:— 
missioner) holds to the 4 rticle of 
which, i e ‘of the Provinces of 
‘and Suliemanieh, both parties bind themselves not to: 
justi demands that, whilst the Persian 
ion of Suliemanieh, his 


minions within the status 
‘Commissioners lay their 


But in addition to these proofs there should still 

archives of TLAT, Embassy at, Constantinople, the working maps of 
ae Arnold Kemball, indicating in dotted peneil the intermediate 
Tine proposed by this officer and. Colonel Zelenoi in 1876, after an 
taahattre examination of all the available sources of information, 
welding the testimony of Dervish Pasha, who was again the 
Brotha Commissioncr, ‘Tis line would: show! tho fanest 
Touadary, and, in the event of a further appeal being made for the 
sevention. of {he mediating Powers, its adoption would obviate 
erable expenditure and the necessity for much tedious 
negotiation. 

Tn any caso, if it should again become nevossary to, appein’ 

P avd Russian Commissioners, it would appear highly 

“ble to establish heforehand such conditions of negotiation as 
Well render posible a. definite settlement of the dispute, As 
Ye Arnold Kemball only too truly pointed out in 1875—when Mis 
jan appointment was under consideration—if this preenution sre 
ow tite nothing but mischief must. be apprehended, as befots, 
from the 10 Of conflicting pretensions, followed hy sterile 
from scion, tending indubitably’ to create excitement amongst the 
numerous (ribes inhabiting the frontier regions. 


(Signed). ALWYN PARKER. 


Foreign Office, 
December 8, 1906. 
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MAP COMMUNICATED TO THE ERZEROUM COMMISSION 
IONER IN 1843. 
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MAP OF MOHAMMERAH AND DISTRICT PREPARED IN 1850. 
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Appendix D. 
MAP OF PART OF THE TURKO-PERSIAN FRONTIER. 


i in 1869 (communicated to the Ottoman Government in 1869, and to the Persian Government in 1870) 
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GENERAL MAP SHOWING APPRONIMATELY THE TURCO-PERSTAN FRONTIET i 
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[41023] No. 263. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 

(No, 450.) 

(Telographic.) P. Foreign Office, December 8, 1906. 
JOINT advance, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice’s tel 
We share the views es 


Russian Government accordingly. 








ed in the above teles 








[41259] No. 264, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 9.) 


phic) PB. Tehran, December 9, 1906 
THE Persian troops are being paid out of public subseription at the rate of about 
1,000. a-day, The Russian Minister shares my view that we had better take no 
action for the present. 

‘The cossacks have been paid separately. 





























[41274] No, 265. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grev.—(Reneived December 10.) 





St. Petersburgh, November 30, 1906, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith eopy of an aide-mémoire which T have 
recoived from the Ministry for Poreign Affairs, making some further proposals for 
an arrangement of the diflieulty in connection with the Meshed-Seistan telegraph lin 
uphed the substance of this Memorandum in my telegram No. 303 of to-day’s 














On the 28th instant M. Isvolsky had translated to me from the original Rus 
the six points mentioned in the aide-mémoire, and which I understood from him \ 
based on some proposals which he had received from the Russian Minister at ehvan. 
M, Isyolsky premised his verbal communication to me by recurring to his former. 
arguments that no modification had been made in the stafus quo by the transfer of 
the wiros to Russian instruments; but I did not enter into a d on with him, as 
T lid already, as reported in my despatch No. 7/9 of the 19th November, siven him 
our views on that point. T observe that he has prefaced the six proposals by 
arguments of asimilar nature. 

[ took oecasion to tell M. Isyolsky that Sir il Spring-Rice had reesived a 
report that M. Hartwig had applied for a Concession to work a cypress forest. 1 
sincerely trusted that this was not the case, asit would be most unfortunate if a fresh 
modification of the stetus quo were to be introduced. M, Isvolsky said that he had 
heard of no such project, and would certainly keep an eye on’ the matter, as he 
fully concurred with me that no modification of” the status quo should be attempted, 

His Excellency asked me, after he had finished reading the paper, what was my 
opinion, and whether T thought that the proposals would be acceptable to any 
Gioyernment. 

I told him ¥ could only say that the proposals appeared to me to be a pas en 
¢ towards an arrangement. ‘aid he would send me a French translation in 
ing, and I could then communicate the proposals to my Government, 

As an exchange of the two lines appears to be unlikely, I venture to think 
that the present proposals are preferable to a return to the siatus quo ante, as they 
provide for the recall of the Russian Inspectors, and give us an opportunity of an 
alternative communication with Nasratabad by Kouhi-Malik-Siah, 1 will not recur 
to the question with M. Isvolsky until 1 am in possession of your views on this 


subject, 

















ee 



































Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON 


_——— 


m, and you may inform the 
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Tnclosure in No. 263. 
Aide- Mémoire: 


A LA’ seoption de Vaide-mémoire de PAmbassade Britannique du 21 Octobre 
(3 Novembre), wince conrante, le Gouvernement Impérial, invariablement guidé par le 
Uésir darriver, dans la question des télégraplies de lest de In Perse, 4 une solution 
equitable, et pours -ment sitistaire aux intéréts des deux parties, n’a pas manqué 
de gounietire cette afaire dvune nouvelle étude, 

Viexamen minntiew de la question ne peut, néanmoins, que Te confirmer dans 
son opinion premidre de ne pas voir @infraction au state quo. dans te fait que la tet 
cto fin de ligne du télégraphe Méched-Nousratabad ont été inclus dans les apparei 
ilait naturellement d’une entente antérienre 
‘entre 1s Russie ot Mt Perse, dont la mise i exécution seulement avait été quelque pen 
ntraire, que ce serait justment In révoeation de ladite 
mesure qui eonstitie lifieation de Forde des choses établi et qui lserait 
Wane manidee sensible les Intérots Russes. ih . 

Tn conséquenes, lw Gouvernement fupérial eroit pouvoir proposi lloment 
an Gouvernement Beitannique un projet Menten qui Tai semblerait de nature i 
gratin Ys ntérts ds den artes et qu la paralt pouvoir former le terrain sur 
Tequel on. parvicndrait i établir un aveord détinitif. Les points principaux qui 
sorviraient de bayo pour cette entente sernicut les suivants: 


1, Unden ‘ousratabad, et ses deux bouts 
‘ont inelus di 
2, Un antie 
Méchieds x y 
3 Lies deux bouts du premier fil entre Méched et Nousratabad restent inclus 
dius les apparvils: Russes, ainsi que coux du premier fil Th6ran-Méched dans les 
appareils Anglais: . 

4. La Russie, quis fsa charge la x 
nestine Tey poteaux aetuols par de 
supportor Te poids de deux fils: P 

5. Les Inspectors Russes qui se trouvent actuellement sur Tn ligne de Seistan 
nit révoquiés, cL remplacés par des goulans, ou agents subalternes Persans, dont le 
Gouvernoment Impérial consentivait prendre In solide & sa charge 5 

6. Le Gouvernement Impérial ne trouverait. pas obstacles A ee que le 
Gouvernement Anglais élablisse entre Nousratabad et Koubi-Molik-Siah une ligne 


























Tiussis, Bn effi, cette mesure: 





























ie fl sera ajouté i In ligne Méche 
ss apparcils Anglais; 


{il, inclus dans les appareils Russes, sera ajouté ala ligne 











ran 








ation de la ligne de Seistan, remplace au fur 
poteaux en eypres, plus solides et pouvant 




















Saint-Pétersbourg, le 17 (30) Novembre, 1906. 





(41278) Bese 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. (Received December 10.) 





St. Petersburgh, December 2, 1906. 
M. ISVOLSKY called on me to-day to inform me that the Minister of Finance had 
Lic tolegeam from the Diteetor of tho Russian Bank at Tehran, stating: that the 
Ii Pine Minister liu expressed his willingness to siga the loan contract withont 
Having obtained the consent of the Assembly. M, Tsvolsky said that it seemed to him 
thi it would be desitable to obtain the opinions of the Russian and British Represen 
os as Voswhother it would he prudent to mect the wishes of the Prime Minister, and 
as ig hotline the refusil of the Assembly to sauction the loan eould be ignored. 

Told his Bxcelleney that I was 14 
of the in respect to loans, but that as its sanctio 
Down in tlie litst instance solicited for the conclusion of the loan, i 
that if wengroed with the Prime Minister in ignoring the opinions which embly 
had expressed, we might cause some trouble in Persia. Tt was, however, a question on 
which it was’ ¢ ns of the Russian and British 
Repei 














































ige his opinion, but it was impossible to judge of the situation 





volsky agreed with my observations, 
on the subject. 
to act in concert in regard to Persian affairs, 

ral. He would be glad to hear your vi 


3 and said that he had heard nothing from 
So long as the Russian and British Governments continued 

‘he viewed occurrences in that country 
‘ews on the prosont question, and said 





that he had also telegraphed to Count Bencken 


graplied the communication made to me by 
ae munication made to me by 


M, Isvolsky in my telegram 


A. NICOLSON, 



















|. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rereived December 10,) 


St, Petersburgh, December 3, 1906, 
h No, 621 of the 27th ultimo by last 
it in respect to Persia, 
that some few 
his mind as to the mode in which 
views which we had inte 


T HAD the honour to receive your despatel 
r, transmitting th 





Tealled on M. Is 





noon, and Tremindoit his 
s ago he had intimated to me the difficulties is 
it would he possible to reduce toa written form the 5 
arrangement concerning our respective interests in Persia, without 
rninent and without disquieting other Governments 
wercial interests in that country, Thi 
ft Agreement on th 
i I should bo glad if he-would treat, 
fe the doubts wh 
as not drawn up in ‘Treaty phraseology 
was merely an aide-inemoire of the viows w 











ind, T said, reovived 








o hand to him, and yw 
hi, T thought, » 
that the document 
asa draft Convent 
changed presented in a conven 
volsky read the document, and observed that he did not 
ailded that even as drawn up others 

artage”) of Persia into sphieres of influences 
w it in that light 
cerest, thongh the Russian s 


as confidential, and 








+ nor was it to be considored. 
hich we had inter- 








presume that T 
night regard it 











I replied that T did not vi 
respective sphores of i 
woitld observe that in the preamble 

T could not my: 
to the terms, tenour, or objects of thie 


said hie would be glad if T would leave the paper with him to 


3 the document specified our 
here had to be left: blanks, and he 


en door had been duly 
e raised in any quarter 





principle of the 
‘any objection could 








study carefully. 


A. NICOLSON, 












Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 10.) 


yh, December 4, 1906, 
fsvolsky had mentioned 
T told M. yon Schoen that 





Gorman Ambassador asked me to-day whether Mf 
to me in regard to his recent visit to Berlin, 
y had expressed great satisfiction at finding that the German Government 
friendly eye the discussions which were proceeding betwe 
weraments for the purpose of remo\ 
Porsia and Central Asia, and that he had been pleased to ascertain 
Jerman Government were concerned wore the 
ion, and the maintenance of 
satisfaction on the part of his 
rinee Bilow in the Reiolistay. 
id to ine ona previous oceasion, and 
738, Confidential, of the 5th 
e, the German Gove 


















ng all causes of fri 


as to which the 
ray) Which Jay ou 
m for commerci 
Excellency had been confirmed by the speoch of P 
infirmed what he had 
rhicl {had the honour to report in my despateh No, 
and added that M. Isvolsky had ingu 


eof the Persian: que 




















red whether, in the future 

















‘would have any objection to Russia obtaining concessions for railways in the north, of 
Persia Mis Excellency had been informed that no objection would be raised to, such 
concessions, as Germany had no desire to embark on such enterprises in Pe 
M. joen observed that he doubted if Russia would for a long time to come be 
ina position to take advantage of any coneessions she might obtain, as sle was 
ex leds slow to move in those directions. If Russia would construct a railway 
Whicl would eventually be linked on to the Bagdad Railway, so much the better for 
all pari 
1 


















T believed that in some Russian quarters there was no great 
facilitate inter-communieations which might lead to foreign trade competing 
th the practical inonopoly Russian commerce enjoyed in the north of Persia; and 



















that this fou had caused her to hesitate at one time to weleome the project of the 
Bagdad Railway. 
ML von Schoen said that it was true that such views had been held in Russia in regard 


to the Bagdad Railway, but that @ change had now come over Russian public opini 
‘he moment liad not yet arrived for the German Government to approach those of 
France, Great Britain, and Russia, as to a participation in the Bagdad Railway, or 
perliaps it woul he more correct to sty for, financial groups in the several countries 
Fr comnieneo egotiitions on the subject. The question was not yet quite ripe for 
suich discussions. 

M, von Sch 
toll me that the P 
were not me 
iad approached the 
Think should be established in Teh would effect loans and ot 
transactions, The Chargé @Affaires, an to play. a part had acc 
Auzgestion, and liad asked the German Government to inquire if any German Banke 
Would be willing (o establish « banking institution in ‘Tehran. Several Banks baud 
Yotused to entertain the proposal, but one Bank—M. von Schoen did not mention the 
Hame--which had branches at Constantinople and Beyrout, had expressed its readiness 
to inquire info th matter, and was sonding an agent to Persia who shoul arrive 

ext month, M. von Schoen did not think that the Bank would establish a 
probably at some other place in Persia, but in any ease, the branch 
to do with loans or concessions, but confine itself to strictly 

















nn said, further, that as regards @ German Bank in Persia, he could 
n Government, when in urgent need of money and when they 
the British and Russiin Governments, 


ested that a German 









































wich at Pohia 
woulll haye not 
commercial affairs. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





[41364] No. 260, 
Mn, G, Barclay to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received December 10.) 


(No. 785.) 
Sir, Constantinople, December 4, 1906. 
WICIL reference to Sir C, Spring-Rice’s telegram of the 20th ultimo on the 
subject of the Tureo:P yonticr Commission, [am informed by the Minister for 
Foreign Atfairs that Pe consented to the Commission's sitting during the winter 
‘at Mosul 
T also learn from ‘Tewfik Pasha that Porsia has proposed that the Commission 
should not confine its labours to settling tho frontier dispute in the Pasova district, 
itt should dolimitate the whole frontier line between the two countries. This proposal 
has been accepted by the Porte, 





















T have, &e. 
(Signed) G, BARCLAY. 
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(41659) No, 270. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 11.) 


(No. ; 
‘elegraphic.) P. Tehran, Decembe 5 
YOUR telegram No. 155 of the 26th September. Pale 
Seistan disturbances. 
Am I to insist on our original demands ? 
jrsian Government haye nofified their willingness to pay compensation and send 
Ais Dinalg Garense: cranmintatedy tuo Rants (oapoloeies CU oe fee 
yy to expel Mullah, and object to promising land on the plea that ot 
Governments would make similar demands. If necessary, however, they would sell 
Jand to Consulate, i 



























(41749) No. 271, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 12.) 


(No. $60.) 

egraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 12, 1906, 
se HtUSSA has supplied the Valiah with arms and ammunition and monoy, Tt 
is believed that his Imperial Highness is being accompanied to Tehran by a Russian 
Cossack officer, though T cannot yet be certain that this report is true, 















[41762] No; 272, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 12,) 





f 361.) 
(Telegray phic.) P Tehran, December 12, 1900, 
(ates Shatis symptoms fare now co.nplicated by inflammation of the heart, 
Yesterday the Valiahd was at Zenjan, accompanied by 1,000 infantry, some artillery, 
and 2,000 cavalry. : Y 

‘The collection for the new National Bank now amounts to about 60,000/,, and, 
under the direction of the members of the Assembly, about 8,000/. have been distributed 
to the, tro ps, chiefly to the artillery. 

he Constitution is still unsigned, and will probabl; i enting 

vant, comit gh 1 will probably remain so pending the 














[41750] No, 273. 





Sir ©. Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Grey. 


(No, 362.) 

(Telegraphic) P. Teh ay 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance, Net DIEU R AIS 
It is stated by the Manager of the Imperial Bank that the internal loan only 

consists of promises on paper, and that the Ferian Gorernment will be foreed to 

none advance from abroad, opulé iti ign 

Rn Sas es pular opposition to'a foreign advance, however, 
Tn case of absolute necessity is held ii orsis 

ord ya small sum is held in reserve by the Persian 


(Received December 12.) 



































‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir H Howard. 





Foreign Office, December 12, 1906. 
me toxlay to ask me my opinion on the subject of 








inition in the Ki 
that tlie Persian Gove 





ineer, who had 
fem of irrigation 
fiow fallen into 
eat deal of good 
tion might be 





rnment had requested a Dutch ¢ 
to make a report on the old 
revel, Hut bad 
n that there was a 
the whole system of i 












the days of Su 








Jand which was now W: 





what the Duteh Minister des 
‘And though the Persian 






sphiere of influ 
Concession, the Minister repeatedly: 
ession unless the British Gover 


nent were willing to 
sured me that it yas absolutely i 
ment would give their consent, 











‘emphatically that the sc 
I tendency whi 

1 inillion would he in 
anol and’ Russian Go 


¢ was purely commere 
Tiuteh, but the capital. of 
some of it would he British. 
proached, and had declared 


ector would Tie 
j,and it was hoped t 
mnmients had alee 
jon to such a scheme. 

amy other Gove 














1 asked whethe mment besides the French and Russian had 








jovernment had been. approached, 

thie land was within ow 

jon to he undertaken by an 

money should be supplied 

But the Minister seemed to be 

It would he expected that a 
ced with Dutch 


Vevland Minister 
the matter depended 
possible: for the irr 
Anothor stusgestion was that fhe neeesss 
mieait- themselves 
‘ul no money at prese 
snd so forth should be pla 











Duteli Companys 

























tho sehiome would draw away w 
fy summery but th 
woul not be the ¢ 





sso; and the Ministor was not stu 
‘They would, of 
the increased trade which would 





ain by carrying 
follow the development of the 











avourable to the “open door” for comm« 
had boon to maintain the independen 
tate of that count 
commercial undertuking required 

whieh might be 
for the moment was to promise 


plied that we had always been. 
but ou poli 
integrity of Persia, and in th 
turned out that w 
foreign protection, 
sian inddepende 
ivnote of what he had told me, and to co 
vaturally concerned with 
) lopendent infor 
‘promised to dot 





present disturbed st 


nnd led {0 a danger of political, interference 











il who, L fancied, 





opments in Southern 2 
ration. on the subject of irrigation. 
‘a wply later on, 















Sir G. Spring-Rice to Six Buiward Grey.—{ Received Decenber 15.) 





Tevran, December 18, 


TAM informed by the doctor that the Shah ean searcely be expected to Tive 
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42074) No. 276. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Receive December 15.) 







e)_P, St. Petersburgh, December 15, 1906. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs has addressed a private letter to me to the effect 
that the Russian Government agree with your view as to the publicity of the advance, 
and us to the Persian Government bearing the responsibility, and that until an 
arrangement has been eome to between the Assembly and the Persian Government it 
js proferable not to press the matter; hut even if Prime Minister should not succeed in 
overcoming the opposition of the Assembly, they see no objection to advineing the 
to the former on a formal demand from him. 
jsalso thought desirable by the Russian Government that the Heir Apparent 
‘nformed of the loan question by the Representatives of the two Powers. 
deen instructed in the above sense, and Minister for Foreign H 
that the British Representative might be similarly instructed. 1 





















































Foreign Office to India Office. I 





Sir, 





‘areign Office, December 15, 1906. 
TAM directed by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith ileeyphor \ 
from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,® inquiring whether he is to insist ‘| 

‘e with the conditions originally laid down by His Majesty's Government 

ay of sitisfaction for the attacks made on His Majesty's Consulate in i 
id July last, in view of the objections raised by the Persian Govern- 1 
ment to the second and fourth of those demands. 

Lam to observe that, owing to the weak 
and of the local authorities in Seistan, 


















































‘of the Persian Government themselves, 












insisted upon, 
Tam accordingly to suggest, for the consideration of Mr. Secretary Morley, that 
instructions should be sont to Sir C. Spi « no longer to insist on the expulsion of 

the four ringleaders in the attacks or on the free grant of land for the extension of tho 

Consular hospital, on condition that the other twvo demands are immediately complied | 
with, and the necessary land for the hospital sold to His Majesty’s Consulate at a 

nominal price. 























Tam, &e, 
(Signed) E. GORST, 























(42303) No. 278, 


India Office to Foreign Office.—{Received December 17.) i 










‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, with reference to the letter from the India Office of the 8th instant, | 
for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of a telegram from the 
Viceroy, dated the 15th instant, relative to the NEaeesai a telegraph line, ‘i 


India Office, December 17, 1906. 









































Inclosure in No. 278. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 





December 15, 1906. 

ATSHED-SEISTAN line, Please see your telegram of the 7th instant. 

Apart from objections arising from inevitable extension of Russian influence as 
far oir{lt as Nasratabad, an influence which, if she secures monopoly of eypress forests, 
Would be extended ant strengthened, our objections are har Russ 
serine that np obstacles would be raised by her to our establishing a special line 
fou 'Nesratabud to Kob-tAulik Sih, sinee concession from Persian Goverment 
would not necessarily be secured to us by such negative support a. apparently 

ve Bloase refer to telegtara dated the 26th ultimo from His Majesty 
n, Moreover, on the deinise of the present Shah we ought, perhaps, 
to aeaune this concession in avy caso, as his successor would not presumably be bound 
Hy the informal. pledge, which {lis Majesty is said to have given, that he would not 
THirnt ou fines to he joined with the Soistan line, We gather, however, that His 
Najenty's Government are not prepared to press for any of the three courses suzdested 
in jay tulegeam_of the 7th September, and, failing them, we consider. dhat, Hf Russ 
tnulertakes fo gv activo snppor in obtaining above cox ssion forthwith, M. Isvolsky's 
proposals might he accepted, though onlyas a mois rivendi pending general settlement 
eevee until relations i regard to Persia, in accordance with his first suggestion. 

Tut it scenis desitable that 3 satisfuetory understanding on the three following 
points should, as a vrelinvinary measure, be arrived at = 





(Telegraphic 

















































| of revenue derived from messages sent between Meshed and S 
This point is of considerable iinportance commercially, in View, 
inne may’ eventually become part of throngh Tine of communication 

















wire reser’ 
hare given to Russi 
Oe wire would never be iu working order wale 
Jf, ay Consul-Goneral at Meshed reports, it is impossible under pr 
o place second ave would urge that existing: poles should 
ho replaced, not jradiall amiediately, by stronger poles. 



























Particulars will be sent on reeoipt as to number of messages passing over Tin, 





[42353] No. 279. 
Sir C Spring-Rice to Sir Hdieard Grey.—(Received December 17.) 


(No. 865.) 


















(Petexrap Tehran, December 17, 1906, 
NHL S nil yesterday was better, Last might the Vatiahd arrived 
in Telian, accompanied by a Russian Cossack officer, eae 
‘he Sh Nitanoly Tas sent to say. that he wishes to take “bast” in tis 
Majesty's Legation, but Lam doing any atinost to dissuate him from taking, sel 
a stop 
(42074) . 280. 








Edword Grey to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 
(No. 213) 
(Pelegrapti 

AD h, 4 Z 
Place telegraph your opinion as to the Russian Government's proposal, reported 
in telegram No, 307 of the 1oth instant from St, Petersburgh. 


Foreign Office, December 17, 1906. 
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No. 281. 
Foreign Office to India Officer. 
Sir, Foreign Office, December 11, 1906. 


T AM directed by Secretary Sir B. Grey to transmit to you herewith deeypher 
of a telegram from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh,® stating that, in the 





(42074) 





opinion of the Russian Government, there is no objection to furnishing the proposed: 
joint advance to the Persian Government on the formal demand of the Persian Prime 


Minister, even without the consent of the Persian Assombly, and that it would be well 
if the Representatives of the two Powers at Tehran were to bring this question to the 
knowledge of the Persian Heir Apparent. 

Tt will be observed that the Russian Government have already sent instruct 
in this sense to their Minister at Tehran, and arc desirous that similar instructions 


















Should be sent to His Majesty's Minister, but, before taking any steps in this direction, 
Sir I, Grey would be glad to learn whether there is, in’ the opinion of Mr. Secretary: 
Morley, any objection to compliance with thicir wish, 

Tam to add that this telegram has been repeated to Sir C. Spring-Rice, who has 
een requested to furnish an expression of his views on the proposal of the Russian 
Government. 


Tam, &e. 








(42369) No. 282. 


Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received Deceinber 18.) 


(No, 514. Confidential.) 
Sir, Paris, December 16, 1900. 

PRINCE MALCOM KHAN, who is now Persian Minister at Rome, came to seo me 
yesterday. It will be in the recollection of the Foreign Olfice that on the: occasion of 
4 visit to London of the late Shahi, when Prince Malcom Khan was Persian Minister 
there, he obtained from His Majesty a Lottery Concession whieh he sold to a Brit 
Syndicate for the sum of 40,0001, and that, when in consequence of the Syndicate 
being warned of the illegality of issuing a prospectus of the Concession, transferred to 
them by Malcom Khan they sought to recover from him the purchase price, he success 
fully sheltered himself behind his diplomatic priviloges from their proceedings before 
the English Courts. 

Malcom Khan must now be of a great ago, for he eaucluded the Treaty of Peace 
detween and England, and le does uot express his views very clearly. 
The object of his visit to me was, lic said, to wil me, and through me His 
Majess's Gorernmat, that Persia 8 mori puind condition, but can be saved by 

them. 

‘According to Malcom Khan, almost all the Persian statesm his pupils, and 
he admits that some of them do him no credit. ‘There i er, ho says, ono 
Persian who could regenerate Persia, viz,, the Atabes, and he is at the present moment 
in Paris, and ready to enter into communication with His Majesty's Government on the 
needs of his eountry. 

Maleom Khan says that there is distrust in Persia both of England und of Russia, 
on account of their being suspected of territorial desigus, but that there is no suspicion 
in regard to France ; that what is required to save Persia is money to construct public 
seorks of utility, and he suggests that if His Majesty's Government would work through 
the French Government, a combination might be formed with Russia to find money, to 
te expended under proper guarantons that i would be applied to the objects for which 
it might be destined. 

Malcom Khan stated that Persian affairs liad within the last few years received 
uch attention at Berlin, that it was only recently that Germany had become a factor 
in Persia, but that the German Emperor now exercised considerable influence at tho 
Court of the Shah. 

‘The Prince is about to return to his duties at Rome. It is at his urgont request 
that have the honour to report to you what he said to me. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) | FRANCIS BERTIE, 
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(42443) No, 283, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 18.) 


(No, 366.) 





(Telegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 18, 1906: 
TAM informed by the doctor that there is an improvement in the 
condition, and that le niay still be alive a week hence. 











(42460) No, 254, 


iy C1. Spring: Rice to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received December 1S.) 





(No, 307,) 
(Telesraphie.) P. 
AMHLEGRAM No, 807 from St, Petersburgh of the 


Tehran, December 18, 1906. 
th December : 






Azam of the subject of the 





1. No further mention has been made by the Sad 
advan 


‘We liye made our offer, and if the 





ian Go) 





rnment require money it is for 











the Sidr-i-A zam to accept it or refuse it publicly on his own responsibility, and under 
{he conditions Inid down by us. We have refused to make the advance seeretly, and 
Azam cannot accept it publicly. The 









if popular opposition is strong, the Sadr 
ized organ of the Persian Government is the only person \ 
would mean mixing ourselves up 










2. Wi Hl to the question of our informing the Valiahid, the Assembly has 
nit ae deputati 
Conslitution, sand te ims 
vould he unwise for us, unde i 
Thy us open to the charge of pressing an unpopular loon on the Valiahid’s acceptance, 
or of taking sides. 

Since wo inate the offer of the advanen the attitude of both Legations has been 
ong of abstention and observation, Both parties, I lelieve, have appreciated this 
‘attitude, aud T think we should maintain it. 


























(Confidential) 

Ti is likely enough that if we attempt to induce the Government to accept our 
‘strong Feeling will bo aroused in the popular party against England and 
Tussin tnd thoy may, iPabsolutely dviven to seek financial assistance from abroad, 
apply for it in Some other quaxte 

















[42555] No. 285, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received December 19.) 






‘DHE UndorSeoretary of State for India presents his complimems to the Under- 

ry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Socretary Morle 
1S herowith, for the information of the Secretary of State, a paraphrase of 
ram from the Viceroy, dated to-day. relative to the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line. 


Inia Office, December 19, 1906, 








Tnelosure in No, 285, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(telegraphic. P. December 1, 1906. 

MY telegram dated the 15th instant, Followin, reported hy n Consul as 
to approsimate average number of telegrams passing mouthly on Meshed-Seistan 
tulourapit lines: Sent (o and received from Persian stations, 46 aud 30 respectively ; 
sent to and received from Indian stations, 37 and al respectively, Private telewrams, 
of which no reeord is kept in Seistun, though there are a fair number, are not included 
in these tisgures 





















(42577; 
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No. 286. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 19.) 
Wo. 311.) 


sed when T told hinv how 
attitude of the Russian Mb 











[42569] No, 287. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Decenber 19.) 
(No, 368.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, December 19, 1906. 
THAD consulted with my Russian colleague before sending my immediately 
preceding telegram, 
ihe instractions sent to him probably emanated from the Finance, Department 
» inspired by M. Grube, who is not in favour of joint Anglo-Russian action, 
Tt might be pointed out, in order to preserve harmony — 


1. That the Sadr-i-Azam has not yet made-a formal demand, but that when he 
oes so the question of granting it may be considered on its merits; 

2, That i obriisly inopportune to make an immediate communication to the 
Valialid 
‘What our attitude of reserve has been approved by the Russian Government 
(sco St. Petersburgh telegram No, 202), and that it has so far been successful that no 
trace of anti-foreign movement has as yet made its appearance. 


Tnonler to prevent the popular party from appealing to this Legation, the onl 
court forme foltopt isto janet that both England and Russia have mado up thet 
minds to abstain from all interference in internal polities. 





























(42658) No, 288, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 20.) 
No, 369.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, December 20, 1906. 

"HE German Legation, I have reason to believe, received on the 18th instant a 
Jong dospatch in eypher relating to an Agreement about Persia between Germany and 
Rusia, 








(42557) No, 259. 

Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 370.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. ‘Tehran, December 19, 1906, 
‘RIE Russian Legation are preparing accommodation for from fifteen to twenty 

ansan Cocks, Ay information Is derived from the European architect employe 

on the work. 











{1682} aT 



































(42569) No. 200. 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

{iiegenpiic) Foreign Office, December 20, 1906. 
AUR telegrams Nos. 967 and 268+ Joint advance, : ; 

Thisatan Ginernmont have becn informed that we concur generally im your views. 











[42569] No, 291. 
‘Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


(aioe i Foreign Office, Deceniber 20, 1906. 


i i 
SIUC, SPRING-RICE'S telegrams Nos. 867 and 368 + advance. ‘ 
Yon ee Ha the Russian Government that we concur generally in the views 


‘expressed in Ue above tele 





















(42460) No, 292. 
Koreign Office to India Office. 
Foreign Office, December 20, 1906. 
Bu WINK re sit relative. to the proposed! Anglo- 
Russian advance to the Persian ¢ hy Secretary Sir Edwar! 











pher ofa telegram from Tis Majesty's Minister 

ssian Minister for 
ii of the Versian 
il that the question. 


oy fo transmit to you liorewith dee} 
Ath mean iSite Mie observations on the proposals of the 
i Atfairs tlat the advanee should he made on the formal de 
Prine Minister seen without the consent of the Assemh 
Aliould be brought to the knowledge of the Helr-A pparent 
learn Mr, 










's views on the 





Sir B, Grey would he glad x vin 
‘considerations put forward by Sir ©. Spring- ola . 
(Signed) B. GORST. 


PS. —Ham also to transmit to you decypher of a further telegram on the sume 
subject whieh has just been received from Sir ©. Spring-Rice.t 





(42751) No, 203. 
Thin Office to boreign Offices (Received December 21.) 


Juitia Office, December 20, 1908, 
pt of Sir f ( Fees ob sie 170 
tt loan to the P ernment, and to 
‘oucnirs in the opinion of the Seer 
{thi views expressed by Ilis Majesty's 





sir 





| AM directed to acknowledo the 
20d stant as to the proposed Aah 
inf gn reps, that Me Seentary Mo 
‘of Stats for Voreiagh Alfuirs ds 40 the soundness Nr i 
Feo taken on tie peopostl of the Russian Minister for Borwiga Adis that 
ANtwunpe aloud bo hiwle ot Hie formal demand of the Persian Retue Minister even 
ANthuat the consent of the Assembly, amd that the question should be brought to. the 


Kniowlerdge of the Heir Apparent. 































Tam, & 
el) 








GODLEY. 











# No. 28h t No. 
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[42916] No. 204 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir E. Grey.—(Received December 22.) 
(No, 312.) 
(Telegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, December 22, 1906, 
RUMOURED Russo-German arrangement concerning Persia, Sir C. Spring-Itice’s 
telegram No. 369 of the 20th instant, 
Tf further details or some confirmation of this report are forthcoming, will make 
cautious inquiries here, but [ fuel eonvineod that M. Isvolsky would not conclude 
such arrangement without informing us, 











(42915) No. 205. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 22,) 








phic) P. 
SiR A, NICOLSON’ 
Yesterday tle Russ 


Tehran, December 22, 1906. 
telegram No. $11, Persian advance, 
n Minister told me that he had not acted on his instructions, 
He has pointed out that the 

ithin the competeney of the 
in the mattor of the adyaneo, 
‘oon be obliged to apply for it, 

wparately hy the Valiahd, In my 
‘Tho Assembly has sent a friendly message to the Valiahd, 
in_communics ith him, On Mis HMighnoss! authority it, was announeed 
erday in mosques that he was well dispose to the Constitution, 

ave beon told by tho Salr Azam that if there is strong popular objection 
he will not-at present take the dangerous responsibility. of asking for the 
the terms offered. 

‘Tho Russian Bank has already advanced to the Valiahd a sum of 95,0001, for 
pay of troops anit salaries, and has paid up the arrears due to the Cossuck Brigade. 

The day before th Russian Binancial Agent, on his own initiative, hud 
an audience of the 

































ance on 















Valin,” 





Ni 





(42921) 


» 206. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edtcurid Grey.—(Received Decernber 28:) 





(No. 813.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Si, Petersburgh, December 23, 1906, 
YOUR ‘elogram No, 457 of the 20th instant, 
Tam informed ly Minister for Foreign Affairs that: telegraphic instructions have 
operate with British 



















(42949) No, 297. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Eiteard Grey.—(Received December 23,), 

(No. 874.) 

(Telegeaphie.) 2. 
MESHED-SEISTAN line. 
‘The Indo-European Telegraph Department's Inspector, who has just arrived in 

Tehran from Meshed, reports that no troes fit for telegraph poles atv to be found 

south of Birjand, Near Sarakhs there are juniper woods, and near Khaf there are fir 

plantations, which serve to. protect cultivation from the prevailing winds, Popular 
diseontent would be caused by the remoyal of the latter. 

Once a year a Russian officer inspects the line, whieh is maintained by Persian 
gholams, One wire is suflicient to carry all the traffic, Communication can be cut 


‘Teliran, December 23, 1900, 



































































































































oft at cither end or at the intermediate stations by the Russians, though, owing to 
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export, the advantages derived from this system of refunds are, as a matter of fact, 











‘ : d juivalent to bounties, and, in addition, facilities a1 fhe State railways 
their conciliatory behaviour, there is no friction at present. ied t ths eee On 8 are given on the State railways and, 
» oy eliasiou fhetplis ng Trevon at Poee on without a Mdteh. The in the case of the Odessa—Persian Gulf line, on Russian steamers. 

‘Work on the MeshedTehran line is also carried on Tt will be seen from the foregoing that the Russian Government is making 

















‘Tehran Shahrud section is constantly used by the Russian Legation for their through 


ro eet polersburgh, which are dispatched vit Astaratad and the Caspian. considerable sacrifices in order to increase its trade with Persia. Ttis almost certain 


that, up to now, this policy, viewed from the commercial standpoint, has been a failure 
Seilatlis, that it Mag regilfed in.a uot los to the State, Unless the Belush Coyern- 
ent is prepared to make similar sacrifices, in all probability, with a. similarly 
tnremuncrative result, British trade in Persia will be ata relative disadvantage, and, 
with the extension of the Russian road system, this disadvantage will be increased, 
An alternative policy to that of heavy State subsidies appears to be to make use of 
the assistance of native merchants who can deal with nat tion more 
(ficiently than the European merchant. supported by the British Legation, In this 
connection, I venture to refer to the abortive: negotiations which took: p 
Detween the Muineut-Pujjar and Tam, of course, unable to form an 
sons which made comdperation out of the question; bueT venture 
r wit of view of this Legation, that the Muin, who, as T have good 
reason to believe, lias pecuniary relations of an intimate kind with the Sudr-i-Azam, as 
Well as being the agent of the Sheikh of Mohammerah anda prox ‘ 
emibly, would be able to offer Messrs, Lynch far more effec 
Here and in tie south, than the British Minister, who 
ments to bear except those of a diplomatic character. 
_ Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL, SPRING-RICH, 












(42922) No, 298, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 25.) 























No. 375.) ; 
{tthneraphio) 1B Tehran, December 28, 1906. 
TAME taforned by: the Government of India that they are issuing orders for the 
digpatel of ton sovvars to Soistan asm poemnent increase of the Consuls escort, 
T have replied, in-view of our negotiations with Russia, that I presume that they 


have consulted the Home Government. 


























































f42971) No. 299, 


+ C. Spring- Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 





(So, 2b0,) 
Sir, ‘Tehran, November 10, 1908, 

[ ILAV the honour to inform you that T have received an official notification to 
{heofect that the Mohtashemses-Siltanch has been appointed Persian Minister in 
Louilon. 

Tatuted to the Minister for Foreign Affairs that T presumed that the Persian 
Chawge duatiaiws in London, uecording to the usual procedure, would take the 
customary. stops in Lonion In order to ascertain whether this appointment was 
ugvooable to the King 

Tho Mohtashews who is popular, agreeable, and cultivated, and speaks French, 

ity, was Secretary 
tothe } ral at Bombay, and on his return to 
Dorin intsi6 inst Under-Secretary to. the Roreign Office, in which capacity he was 
favourably known to this Legation, fe accompanied the Shah to Europe in 1005, 
Thave, &e. 
nied) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





















Tnelosure in No, 300. 


Starzuayr of Accounts of the Bnzelli-Tohray Road Company to end of 1905, 
‘as published in the “Tehran Gazette” of September 27, 1906, 
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Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edwurd Grey —(Received December 24.) ga thereat TERT) 

san Bt 





20,481 62 
|_| au 7aaio0 


(85 80, 





Not profits during 1905 












(No. 288.) 

Sir, Tehran, December 3, 1906. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 271 of the 22nd October last relative to 

Mossts. Lynch's suggestions for the encouragemont of British trade in Persia, I have 

tlhe honour to inclose herewith @ Statement of the accounts of the Russian Buzelli 

Mahean Road Company up to he eu of 1903, which has been published in the 


‘olivan Gazette, 
From this Statement it ibe -s that the share capital amounted to 1,197,3391., and 
st of the construction of the new road {from the sea 


the net profits to. 3.1151, ‘The 
to Kazvin) was 877,090, andl the cost of the purchase of the Kazvin~Tehran road and 


















vue Cams ex 
be Company, 55, Lites, 8, Petrsurgh 
nes drawn the tage for 1003, buy cs 
‘aly 14,800 roubles willbe einployle 


















(Signatures of Directors.) 

















Ut acquiring, the road concessions was 650,208, ‘Thus-the interest on the actual 
Sxpenditure for road purchase aud construction was % percent ‘These accounts do 
eeper dude the expenditnts on the Razvin-Hamadan road, which must be eon Receipts ONS. abso $i 
siderable, Eapenses es BS TL a3z}908 61, 








<ipt of the support of the Russian Minister of 
Fhnanee, who also cupplies the Rassian Bank with the means of making very 
Thuernaontive advances on Russian goods imported into. Persia. In addition to t 
fararof assistance, the Russian Government encourages the export of certain articles 
Dy qranting a telund of excise dues or of import duties on the raw materials, As 
airy explaiied at length in connection with the relund of the exeise on sugar on 





The Company is, of comme, inn 





248) 62 3.115 













Of the reccpts 884 per cent. went for exponitures 114 per cent, were uot ual 
Fue aes inan geen ec oc Dost 


[tes2) 3K 



















‘Acquiring. concessions and purchase of road 





‘To recover from road survey 
‘To recover from contractors 
Tutereats on bonds for 1900 and 
i (1) paid out of capital 

f riew road (Enzeli= 


for construction <.) 





Cont oF conssruetion ol 


‘Cash and erent account’ credits 
Securitios in hand from Yariows persons 






































Carried over to next year 








Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. (Received December 24.) 





Tehran, December 4, 1908. 
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and on the English in Tndia and Egypt. He is fond of travelling, and is, no doubt, 
engaged on a work about Persia, He is anxious to promote good relations between 1s 
and the Russians, but, inspired by his Moroccan experience, he inculeates regard for 
oth German and Persian susceptibilities and a policy of extreme caution. His relations 
with this Legation are most friendly. 

‘The German Minister, M. Stemrich, was Consul-General at Constautinople, in 
which capacity he drew up a report, after a journey of inspection, on the Bagdad 
Railway very coneiliatory in manner, and has stated more than once, hoth to 
M. Hartwig and myself, his desire uot to mnix himself up in local politics, except where 
German commercial interests are concerned. His staff comprises Baron Richthofen, 
son of the late Foreign Minister, who recently arrived here from St. Petersburgh, and 
who isa diplomat of the “Alcibiades” type advocated by Prince Biilow, His: eneray 
is remarkable, and lias occasioned some anxiety, both among the Persians and his 
colleagues, ‘The German Legation has attracted some attention by its intimacy with 
the Vazir Durbar and the Shoa-es-Saltanch, the reactionary leaders. At the same time 
it is stated that it maintains close connection and has shown some sympathy with the 
leader of the Assembly, who has been educated in Germany, ‘Tho Military Attaché is, 
in constant communication with the Naib-es-Saltanch, Commander of the Forces, 
Through the German doctor, who, is now. in attendance on the Shah, the Gorn 
Legation is able to keep in touch with the Court. All these facts prove nothing with 
rogard to the political activity of the German Legation, but show the position of 
influence and authority which it now possesses. 

The “commercial” interests of Germany here, as you will have perceived, are 
connected with the projected branch of the Baxdad Railway to Khanikin and the trade 
in the Persian Gulf, where Hamburg steamers are now plying, It is also evident that, 
if German capital is available for the extension of the Russian railway from Tulfa to 
‘Tabreez. and beyond, under Russian direction, political co-operation in Persia between 
Russia and Germany is likely to result. 

‘The Dutch Minister, M, de Sturler, who was Consul in, Smyrna, and subsequently. 
in Bangkok, is mainly occupied in attempts to secure the Concession for the irrigation 
of the Karun Valley. He appears to regard himself almost as a member of the German 
Legation, with which he is a constant associate. Tam not aware how far German 

ital is interested in the Dutch scheme, but it will certainly enjoy German protection. 

have, &e, 
(Signed) CECI, SPRING-RICE, 























































































[42974] No, 802, 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 

(No. 290.) 

Sir, Tehran, December 4, 1906, 

JN continuation of my despatch No, 280 of the 9th ultimo, | have the honour to 
report that it had been arranged between the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and the Bnglish and 
Russian Ministers that the loan contract should be signed by the Sadr Azam ani the 
Directors of the English and Russian Banks on the afternoon of Sunday, the 4tii ultimo, 
Some delay took place in preparing the Persian text, which was not ready till Monday. 
morning, At the same time it had teen arranged that the Mushir-ed-Dovleti should 
communicate on Sunday to the English and Russian Ministers the draft of he note 
which he shoul address to them indicating the objects to which the Persian Govern 
ment proposed to devote the proceeds of the advance, ‘This step, however, the Mushir- 
ed-Dowleh has hitherto failed to take. On the Monday following the Sadr Azam was 
requested to fix a time for signing the Agreement, This he did not do, _[t was stateul 
that he had some difficulty in drawing up the draft note. According to trustworlliy 
information, he himself had advanced a sum of money to a native banker on the security 
of the loan, and naturally desired to recoup himself. As, however, other statesmen had 
equally pressing personal claims, it was'a matter of considerable ditficully to adjust their 
dilference 
In the meantine the ramour got abroad! that the Government was on the point of 

r another foreign loan. It was the month of Ramazan, and the 
npassioned sermons were preached against. the policy of the 
Government szaged in sellin ry to foreizners in order themselves 
to make money out of the travsaction, ‘The patriotic and religious sentiments uf the 
erowded congregations were aroused; men offered money and women their jewels in 
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order to pay off the foreign debt, ‘The morement grew in strength, The Finance 
Sister Tioecromoned elore the ‘Assembly, and although he was listened to respect- 
fully (Jor his character for honesty is well known), it was soon evident that the: Assembly 
wotld not dare to sanction the loan; and the Government, without the sanction of the 
assembly, would not dare to sign the contract, 5 
3 Ayan inbly learned for the first time that the revenues of the Empire were 
pledged to fo ‘iments, who could foreclose if the interest was not paid, and 
Thatan additional burden was now to be laid on the revenues already: pledged. ‘They 
had all ood reason to know, trom. their personal experience, that money, if granted to 
the Government, would he divided among the Shah ‘and the Ministers, and that little or 
nothing, would he devoted to the real necessities of the country, whatever might be the 
pledges of the Sadr Azam aud however solemnly given. ais 

{movement was started for founding » national bank, and subscriptions were 
invited and soon were made fron all quarters. A nominal sum, consisting mainly of 
promises to pay, vas soon collected of about, 500,000 tomans (100,001), But it was 
not long before it was discovered that there was no cash forthcoming. ‘The amonnt. of 
ilver enin in the country is limited, and. the greater part is in the hands of the foreign 
hanks, ‘The latter naturally refused to part with it unless they knew for certain whether 
the Government would or Would not consent to accept the advance. i 

‘he result is that at the present moment there is a financial deadlock, ‘The 
Government has borrowed large sume from native bankers, which itis unable {o repay. 
Me native bankers are indebted Co the merchants of the bazaar, and are unable to meet 
tlicir Habilities, It is impossible to obtain an advance from the only available source, 
namely, the foreign banks, F 

Vnder the circumstances the Mushir-ed-Dowleh addressed a private request to the 
Htuasian Minister for an advance: on account, suggesting that they could sign an \gree~ 
iment with sceret conditions as to the guarantee, which could be concealed from the 
inhly The Russian Minister refused the offer and at once informed me, At the 
me i request was made to me on behalf of some members of the Assembly to use 
pressure ov the Gnglish Bank, in order to iuduee the Director to advance money for the 
Purpoxe of founding the new national bank, T explained that such action om my. part 
Vite quite out of the question, and informed M, Hartwig of what bad occurred. We have 
Hoth endeavoured to. impress on any one who addressed us on the subject that our 
Governments were by 10 means anxious to make the advanee—which, in the case of 
Tussin, wa on evidently disadvantageous terns—but that we had consented to the steyy 
in responye'to the urgent appeals male to ws by the Persian Goverment, We had 
insisted, as a nine guid non, on the condition that the expenditure should be justified and 
that the monoy should not he squandered, We had asked for security, as an ordinary 
iniereial precaution, and without any politieal conditions, An honourable offer tat 
nade to the Persinn Government, which they were at liberty to take or to leave, 
Su far ve Wid Hot kuow whotler the offer was refused or accepted ; until ve did, we must 
‘Map any aititute of perfect neutrality, and sanetion an qilvance neither to one party nor 
tu the other, 

Tee auiny i ventute to texord a somenbat remarkable statement made'to in by 
i Posian banker who passes for the honest man of ‘Tehran, 1 asked him why th 
Mushi the Assembly could not agree on the terns of the note to the Legation 
jiidieating the objects of the expenditure, In this way, 1 said. the Assembly would 
exercise effective control. Ue suid, in reply, that s the Assembly received the 
inoey it vould have to guarantee that the money was actually expended for the 
jury 1s indicated, and that nuless the Mushir received the money himself he would not: 
care to sign the Loan Agreement. 










































































































T have, &e. 
ned) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 








[42975] No, 303, 
©; Spring-Rice to Sir Ridiard Grey.—(Received December 24.) 





No, 201.) 
: Tehran, December 4, 1906. 
UP may be of interest iF put on record some facts in regard to the present state of 
the country, 
‘Phe Shah is in a dying condition, although authorities differ as to the probable date 
of his death, He spends his time propped in a chair, his legs and body swollen with 








dropsy, subject to fits of fainting or hysterical tears, occupied with his own symptoms, 
and incapable of work. You are familiar with his weak, vicious, and amiable character, 
‘and his career of incurable extravagance. 

‘The Valiahd is on his way to Tehran, His habits are vicious and intemperate, but 
he is strong in body, except for a syphilitic affection of the throat. He is very unpopular 
both here and at Tabreez, He is not devoid of intelligence, and has vices which may be. 
useful to his country, for he is both cruel and avaricious, He is regarded as the tool 
of Russia, and as opposed (o all Liberal ideas, He has, however, sworn to respect the 
rights of the Assembly, and he may find it convenient to conceal his political 
sympathies when he ascends the throne, and to hold tho balance even between Russia 
and England. He is ccrtainly credited with more than his fair share of Kajar 
falseness, 

‘Phe Shoa-es-Sultanch, the Sheh’s favourite son, an epileptic of agreeable manners, 
has been driven from every Goverament which he has held in consequence of his eruelty. 
and oppression, He hoped, through his father’s affection, to obtain the succession, buit 
was unable to withstand the temptation of laying hands on the Government properties 
at Shiraz, with the result that hie has become the most unpopular person in the Empire, 
and that his succession is oul of the question, 

‘The Salar-ed-Dowleh, another son of the Shah's, a weak and ineonsequent schemer, 
is now Governor of Arabistan, where he is reported to be collecting esleea force of 
horsemen from among the robber tribes of his province, What he will do on his futher's 
death remains to he seen. 

‘The Court party consists of the Shon-es-Sultanch and four principal courtiers 
headed by the Vezir Darbar, ‘They hoped to exclude the Valialid from the succession 
and divide the power of the Throne between them, ‘Phe Vezir Darbar, a few years ago 
# penniless adventurer, has now accumulated « considerable fortune, and he is in hopes 
to increase it and pay his debts out of the proceeds of the foreign advance and the State 
properties such as still remain. Me is violently opposed to the Assembly, which hiny 
thwarted this scheme, and for some time he seriously contemplated a coup d'état, ‘The 
attitude of the soldiers, lack of money, the Shoa’s unpopularity, and the decided 
language of the British and Russian Ministers, have so far dissinded him trom his 
purpose, and hie is nov supposed to be trying to make his peace with the Valiahd, 

The Sadr Azam, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, is a personage whose character has long 
been known to His Majesty's Government, During his long eareor in different offices 
and under different masters he has manayed to retain power and steadily to inerense his 
fortune. He thas invested his accumulations in land, and is anxious to prevervye hia 
winnings. His guiding idea appears to be money making, His 4ynipathies anv purely 
Wiian, saehily Uecatealthere is ounte taste cba mmide IRM holltuaonertans Ae 
tie present moment he is in fear of the Assembly, which has foreed him to refuse the 
advance profieted by the two Governments; and his professeil sentiments are strongly 
Liberal, But he is making private advances to the Russian Legation for n loan, with 
secret conditions, which has heen refused, You may judge of his astitude towards this 
Legation hy two fuels, His first official act on his secession to posrer (which he mainly 
owed to Mr, Grant Duft’s energetic protests against the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s régime) was to 
complain to His Majesty's Government of the action of their Representative, On my 
arrival here he took advantage of my presumed ignorance to appoint to the Governorship 
of Urmia, the very man who had been removed from that post, at the instance of this 
Legation, for collusion in the murder of an American missionary. 

‘The Assembly now consists only of the Delegates trom ‘Tehran, They meet in a 
room of the palace occupied by Lord Downe on the occasion of the Garter Missio 
‘They have a President who preserves a eertain dexree of order, but no rules. Any one 
may speak who likes, and there is no order of the day. Several speakers adress the 
House at once. ‘There have been one or two tumultuous scenes, but these are not 
frequent. The House is divided into two parties—one led by the Sani-ed-Dowleh, a man 
educated in Germany, and of considerable intelligence; the other, led by an ambitious 
and clever agitator, ‘the Saad-ed-Dowleh, who distinguished himself ‘while Persian 
Minister at Brussels by using his diplomatic privileges in order not to pay his house 
rent. Most of the members are ignorant: of polities. although many are merchants and 
business men. ‘They are under the direction of a small minority of their own members, 
and are also oyerawed by the presence of the principal Mujtebeis, who attend the 
‘Assembly, and frequently interrupt the proceedings, 

Whatever he the private sentiments of the Assembly, they certainly represent the 
strong fecling of hostility towards tha Government which now prevails among the people. 
‘Whey have sueceeded in frightening the Mushir-ed-Dowleh into refusing. the foreign 
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vanee, and also have wrested the control of the grain trade from the hands of the 
BG Ce aU ees 
Court and clergy are willing to co-operate, as it threatens to usurp their powers. ‘The 
origin of the movement which the Assembly represents is not far to seek, < 

* Since the present Shah's accession, the courtiers have been able to usurp control of 
most of the Crown lands and of the Goyerniwent revenues. When the natural fini meet 
Consequences ensued, the Shah had recourse to foreign loans, In return for politic 
‘concessions he obtained large sums of money which were spent in foreign travel or in 
Targesses to his creatures, He was suspecced of being on the point of concluding a 
farther loan, shich would have achieved the ruin of thee ountry. The Belgian adviser, 
M. Naus, to he had confided the control of the ‘Customs, was known to have gi ven 
inno accounts to be it receipt of large sums of money for his personal use, and stories 
Of his corruption were spread through the country, Numbers of Belgians were appointe 
jn. the Customs Administration at what were rezarded as extravagant salaries. He was 
Helioved to be personally iuterested in the conclusion of a foreign loan, and to be 
¢nconraging the Persian and foreign Governments, especially that of Russia, to which 
Hic was supposed to be bound by a secret agreement, to make « financial arrangeme 
under which he hinwelf would’ have the control of the internal adininisteation of the 
country, % ‘ 

‘There appeared to be no remedy to this state. of things, wlien the Shah and his 

chic! advisers were conspiring, for interested motives, on a scheme for the sale of 
Porsinn, independence to the highest bidder, except to repudiate altogether the policy of 
faved Touts, 
Breas Asseinbly will develop sufficient practical power to take the one 
any’ step—mamely, to refnrm the finances, to draw up a Budget, to balance 
nue and expenditure-—remains to be At present their Iabours 
pructival result exeept the purely negative one of putting a stop to the joint 
Russian advance, 
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(42976) No. Bod. 
Sir C. Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey— (Received December 24.) 
a a Tehran, December 1, 1b, 

‘PHE Russian Minister bas on tvo oecasions lately approached me with regard to 
Ue Moshed-Seistan telegraph line, and informed me of the proposals which, as 
widerstand frou you, have already heen made officially by the Russian Government. 
Ho stated that M. Isvolsky thought that a discussion between the Russian and British 
Ministers hore would ureatly facilitatw a settlement, I informed M. Hartwig, in reply, 
that | had received no instructions on the subject, and that 1 liad reason to believe that 
in your view uny discussion here would only lead to further complication. 1 agreed, 
Hinwever, Yo. communicate to you privately the views which he had expressed, tox 
\iUh any personal observations which might suggest themselves, arising out of information 
supplied by the local British telexraph ollicials on te spot. 

With such considerations vie fudian Government is already fa livy 
to this: that an alternative line to the India frontier, vii Meshed and Seistan, under 
Huropean, supervision and control, would greatly facilitate telegraphic comm 
Jul Chat il Would he more economical in tho end to construct the line with iron post 
especially it Uiey could be importel via Butoum and Baku. With regard to the forest 
of eypresses as to which the Russian Government. proposed to obtain « monopoly from 
the Persian Gorerninent, and as tithe exact locality of whieh Ewas tunable to, obtain 

ilormation, it appears t0 be most probable that reference is made to cypress woods on 
the Kliorassin frontier, as no cypress forests are known to exist south of Pul-i-Katun, 
here ate, however, fir plantations south of that point, but they are necessary for the 
shelter of the villages from the prevailing winds, and ‘their destruction would Jead to 
serious popilar discontent. 

In view of the attitude adopted here by M, Hartwig, and by M. Isvolsky at 
St. Petersburgh, dat the question of the control of the line is of purely technical 
importance, L venture to submit a short summary of what actually has taken place 
Hetween the Russian and Persian Governments on the subject a 

Tn the loan negotiations which took place in 1902 one of the conditions proposed 
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by Russia was a Russian telegraph line from Meshed along the Afghan frontier to 
‘stan. This proposal was modified by M. Witte, who agreed that the line should be 
constructed and worked by the Persian Government out of the proceeds of the loan. A 
verbal promise was at the same time given hy the Shah that the services of Russian 
iznallers should be used on the line, and that its Seistan line should not be connected 
with the Central Persian or Indian telegraphic systems (Sir Arthur Hardinge’s 
Memorandum of the 28rd December, 1905), 
‘he Persian Government, although it frst allowed the employment of the signallers, 
insisted that they should be recalled, But on the eve of the Shah's departure in 
May 1405 the Russian Government renewed its pressure, and the Shah allowed thei 
temporary appointment pending disenssion of the question with the Emperor of Russia, 
This coucession was, in Sir Arthur Hardinge’s opinion (his No. 116 of the 21th 
¥» 1005), ssrung trom the Shah by a desire to please the Russians on the eye of his 
Visit to St. Petersburgh, It subsequently appeared that an additional concession, had 
Veen obtained, namely, that of a telegraphic line from Kuchan to the ‘Trans-Caspian 
fontier, thus linking S the telegraphic system of Russia (Sir Arthur Hardinge’s 

despatch No, 127, of the 10th June, 1905) 
In June 1905 the working and control of the line was in the hands of the Ru 









































and thirteen Russian engineers and telegraphists were employed on it, In September 
jer admitted that orders had been given that the instrumer 


1906 the Grand 
Meshied should be transferred from the Persian to the Russian offiee, but denied. that 
any further concessions would be made, This particular concession had been made. by 
order of the Shah in compliance with a written demand made by the Russian Minister 
(Mr. Grant Dut? No, 239 of the 18th September). Tt appeared, however, that, the 
ersian Ministry of Telegraphs fiad been instructed by the Persian Foreign’ Office to 
hand over the control of the whole line to the Russians, including the Seistan end; und 
the instruments at Nasratabad were actually removed to a Russ i the 
Russians the power to cut off communication at will, It is remarkable that this new 
concession, which musthave been due to the influence of the Mushii-ed-Dovleh, coincided 
with the reported attempts made by him at the time to seeure a Joan from Russia, 

Tt appears, therefore, that the design of Russia to. obtain conteol off telegraphic 
communication hebveen Scistan and Astrakhian has heen the subject of repeated 
demands on the Stal and on the Persian Government, and that it hus only been finally 
accomplished after negotiations lasting since 1902, It is also significant that the Shah 
appears to have been given to understand that the Emperor of Russia himself attached 
special significance to the demand and that his reception in St, Petersburgh would he 
aifected by the nature of his reply. 
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CECIL SPRING-RICE, 








(42977) No. 305, 
Sir C. Spring-Kice (0 Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 


(No. 293.) 
Sir, 


Tehra 


December b, 1906, 





1 BEG to submit the followi 
tion to the popular movement in Per 
‘There is indisputable evidence that money was offered to induce some of th 
ake refuge in the Russian Legation—an offer which the populir leaders 
refused; and also that the Russian Consuls were instructed to point out that the 
suiceess of the popular movement was mainly due to Russian interposition. 

Since my arrival T have been much striick by the ity of M, HMartywisg 
to counteract the impression that Russia sympathized with the Government against 
the people, although his own personal bel popular movement will 
collapse for want of proper organization, and that in any cast itis fraught with cone 
siderable danger and likely to lead to excesses 

‘the Valiahd’s personal leanings towards autocracy are well known; but I have 
good reason to believe that the Russian Legation is impressing on him the necessi 
at any rate at first, of observing a benevolent attitude towards the Assembly. As 
‘M. Hartwig observed to me, “« Plus tard nous verrons.” if 

In his various communieations with the leaders of public opinion, M. Hartwig 
been careful to express his desire to abstain from any sort of interfervice in the 


observations on the attitude of the Russian 




















































He has shown a sympathetic attitude towards the 


a 1, and has expressly disclaimed any 


popular aspirations for financial independ e d 
sitiye on the part of his Government to force a loan on the Persian nation. aa 
Tn an interview with the reactionary leader, at which I was present, he capes 
iin, in_ unequivocal language, the desire of our G vernments that order sl oul i 
fied throughout the Empire, and bis intention to regard with hostility ony 
Ationpl, by Whomsoever made, ty disturb onler ty aggressive action. He toot 
Tes to let it he known throughout the town the nature of the language he used, 
ct, and lias certainly dis ged any inclination of the 
Court cainst the Assembly, b 
[lave pointed out to the-various:persons who come to this Legation for advice or 
resistance that the Raisin Legation is not in any way hostile to the popular move~ 
Theat hit thing Gi Rus forced into am attitude of hostility 
it tie popular leaders proctafgmed a pro- Enlist aad anti-Russian policy. I enjoined 
Til thanethe dity; oF managing their own affairs themselves, and of not looking to 
Jovernments for encouragement and support. : 
Fo aay eit ele ave noua ae tot eeet that Governmental oppression 
foree the popular party to. tike reluge again in this Legation, 1 have ae 
i wie's knowledie and consent, that, although my Government strong! 
ie Ran ane Here eth the domestic polities of Persia by a 
hides dlenwustrauion, 1 would be willin a deputation of two or amore 
Hae A SUH ommt hose © sent to all otlior Legations without 
‘exception pee 
(Signed) | CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(42978) No. 806, 


Sir (1 Spring-Rice to Sir Bidward Grey.—(Received December 24.) 


(No, 204 


Sie : Tehran, DesBie at LOS 
SNe VN PURE to think that it may be of interest if L were to reeapitulate the 
stony of th loan neyotations fn the last six months, My information is derived 
Tat fran seeect soutees which, however, were independent, and which 2 have eareflly 


compared, ae ar 

wwe she date when Fmade a communication to Count Lamsiorff, in the sense 
seein ney re Su Rehruary lat, to.the effect that His Majesty's Govern 
vunt-was desirous of abstaining from making any money advance to the Persian 
Tvertment without the kiowle 1 concurrenge of the Russian. Government (my 
dispatch No. 111 of the 70) Kebrunry), the Persian Minister at St. Petersburgh, the son 
Uf the Muchited-Dowlel, was present in ‘Tehran in connection with loan negotiations 
with Russia, i 

ather that Russia expressed her willingness to make a loan of a cousiderable 
au Naa ner merous conditions. ‘These conditions, according to independent 
Accounts hich have reached me front the highest sources, amounted to, the practical 
tontrol of Persian foreign relations by the Russian Government, ‘The Ain-ed-Dowe 
hauich most ansious to sceare the proffered loan, and the Shab himself were unwilling 
tn neeept the conditions on the groond that they would pat an end to Persian 
indepentenes, ‘Theit-oppesition was strengthened by’ the growing popular discontent, 
Nhich, on the nevs of a ney Russian loan, would certainly have assed very formidable 
wie the summer meetings wore held in the Shab’s presence at which violent 
language was peli, and the M4 Dowleh's expulsion from office gave point to the 
expustifitions nade by the opponents of the loan, for it proved beyond « doubt that the 
pejuiar movement was something to be feared—indeel, that it threatened the dynasty 
ital Y 

‘Lhe great influence enjoyed at that time by the British 14 owing to tlle 
nenie AGG taken by Me, Grant Dall added @ new element to the situation, Tt 
ne play that England had. the power of setting on foot an agitation which would 
Wake a Ttussian Toan impossible, while a British loan would have been greeted with 
se istee these cineumstances, the Mushir-ed-Dowleh became Sadrazim, Although 


both he and his son were deeply engaged in the Russian loan negotiations, his naturally 
timorous character made him reluctant to bear the odium of concluding a loan at once. 
He refused the loan under the proffered conditions, 

‘The Russian Government had suggested that the negotiations should be continued 
at St, Petersburgh, and that M, Naus should be sent there to assist at drawing up the 
terms and in supplying the necessary information (My, Grant Duff's telegram No, 229 
of the Ind December, and Sir Arthur Nicolson’s No, 642 of the 21st September, 
paragraph 4). The Shah, however, refused this offer, and insisted that the negotiations 
should take plaice at Tehran, Finally, 1 understand, a proposal was made by the 
Mnushir-ed-Dowleh, which received an encourazing reply, to the effect that a temporary. 
allyance should be made to meet the pressing necessities of the Government, and that 
subsequently, when occasion offered, the uexotiations should be resumed for a large 
and permanent loan, It was, however, evident that an advance from Russia alone was 
open to the same objections on the score of popular sentiment as a permanent loan, and 
would probably have laid Russia open to a dangerous popular campaign, 

A montli after the Mushir-ed-Dowleh’s accession to office M, Isvolsky informed 

Arthur Nicolson (see his despatch No. 675 of the Ist September) that the Russian 

wernment, though no reply had been iuade at the time to the communication male 
in my private Jetter to Count Lamsdoril, was of the opinion that a joint advance by 

land and Russia was the best way of meeting the financial difficulties of versia, and 
that they liad recently refused a request. from Persia for an immediate advance of, 
500,007, and also a loan of 1,650,000/, A joint Anglo-Russian advance was. then 
agreed upon, ‘The advance as originally proposed was to be ropaid in March, out of 
the procceils of a loan; the Persian Government objected to so short a term, but 
consented to a year’s delay. ‘The Mushir-ed-Dowleh, indeed, raised no objection to 
the Tater propesal to this elfeet_made by the tno Governments on the initiative of 
usin, 

‘The present situation, therefore, if the loan contract is signed, is that propose by. 
the Mushir-ed-Dowlell, namely, that negotiations should he carried on for the 
conclusion of a Innge Toa, during the delay allowed for under the eontitions of the 
adva 

T venture to add that experience slows that the Russian Foreign Oflice was not 
Kept informed of the previous loan negotiations which in 1100 and 1902 were eairied on 

en the Ru: inancial Department and the Persian Government, Indeed, 0 
both oceasions Sir Charles Scott and Sir Charles Hardinge were explicitly assined’ by 
the then Foreign Ministers that no negotiations were on foot, It yuld seem as it the 
Rassian Foreign Office had heen to some extent left in the dark as regards the recent 
negotiations. ‘The presence of M, Grube in St, Petersburgh (he arrived there in May) 
may account for the action which appears to have been taken by some Department of 
the Russian Government, doubtless without the knowledge of M, Isvolsky, wlio imagined 
that the informal agreement between the Russian and English Governments, was in 
force, according to which neither Government was to make “loans without the 
knowledge of the other.” 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





(42979) No. 307. 


Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edirard Grey— (Received December 24.) 

(Se 205) 

ir, Tehran, Decemb i 
THAYE not troubled you with communientions on tha ethos of roterse-Peocton 

frontier or the Kerbela incident, as you will already be in possession of more authentic 

nformation from Constantinople, AU the sime time, | venture to think that it may be 

of interest tw His Majesty's Government to learn what appears to be the genetal 

impression hire with revard to relations between Persia and Turkey. 

Phe Ministe ign Aflairs informed me yesterday that he had aecepted the 

ark Commission to meet’ at Mosul, although he would have 


ne of action. | What aetuated him in, not 
ab 


settlement 
(1682) 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 309. 


Monthly Summary of Events in Persia from November 8 to December 6, 1906. 


Telwan, 


1, Shah's Health—Dr. Damseh, the German specialist, arrived on the evening of 
the sith ultimo and went straight to the Palace, where quasters had been provided for 
him, 





er his preliminary examination of the Sha 


he was asked for bis opinion, and 
by Vezir Durbar to have answered as follows: 








“1 inst ask His Majesty to do three thin 


Firstly, to place his trust in God; 
secondly, to place his confidence in me; and thirdly 


to have patience.” 





All farther attempts at Court to obtain « definite expression of opinion have failed, 
and Dr, Datnselt dus taker the treatment of the Shalt entirely into kis own hands 
and does not even tell he Shah's physicians what that treatment is, 

His Majesty: at fist showed sizns of improvement, but is now reported to be in a 
most critical condition again, The dropsy, which about the middle of Nov« r showed 
signs of decreasing, lias now again increased alarmingly, and on th 
tions of camphor hid to he resorted to in order to keep the Royal pi 
news of the gravity of y's condition is already generally k 
ud nies already: that the 
informed citeles some ansiety exists as to possible event 
hota lies Tehran, The Valiahd lett Tabree 
oxpects to arrive here within eleven days, (5 und 




























1 in the town, 

Tn well 
Shab die 
m the 4th instant, and 
Tabreez nevis.) 














Tix Inperial Highness the Vatiahd—the Valiahd has for some time shown 
cliran, but had to avait the Shah's orders. A 

Peliran towards the end of November that an attempt 
¢ said to have 





idcrable ansiely to come to. 
Hstent rumour was nilated 
Had boon made in Malreezon the Valiatu’s life. § 
fired aiphiny as he drove through the street 
trivial incident one night at the Palwee gate when a guard sustained sl 
His Higliniess apparently miteh exaggerated it, aud assured the Shah that his life was no 
Jonger safe at Tabrees 

His Iinperial Highness is bringing « Iarge mounted escort with him, and as Captain 
Khobiiedl, an viflicer of the "ehean Cossack Brigade has been on special service at 

fy sone tine, it is not unlikely that he will be one of the party, and perhaps in 

commant of the escort, 

The British and Russian ConsulssGeneral will not accompany the Valiahd to 
Wehran, thowzh arrangements had been made for them to do so if the Shah hiad died 
ire His Highness lett, 
3. The Nitionil Assembly.—Nhe prominent figures in the pres 
the “Reform” and Reactionary” parties are:— 
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nt conilict betwee: 








Reform Party. 


Sini-ed-Dowleh, President of the Assembly. 






Amin-uz-Zerb, 








ea Prominent Merchants, Members of the Assembly, 
ji Mohammed Ismail, } 
Mukhher-ul-Muthy >} 
Mohakek-ed-Dowleh, 
Mi Khan, Supporters of the President in the Assembly, 
Khan, i 
Sudik Hezret, J 


Snud-ei-Dowleh, ex-Persian Minister at Brussels 

eyed Mdulla, 

eved Mohammed, 

kh Vaalullah, Prominent Bsclesiasties, not Members of the Assembly. 
in dich, 

KtieutReis, J 































Reactionary Party, 


His Imperial Highness the Valiahd, Shah's eldest son, 
His Highness Shoa-es-Sultaneh, Shah's second son. 

nit Behadnr Jang, Vezir Durbar, Minister of the Court. 
iahdar, Minister of Tclegraphs, formerly Nasr-es-Sultaneh, 
Serdar Akrem, Shoa-es-Sultaneh’s Vizier in Fars, 












‘The principal points under contention during November were— 


1, Propos 
2, Constit 





joint Anglo-Russian loan, 
nal Regulations, 








‘The history of the proposed loan, and the opposition of the Assembly to it, is fully 
dealt with in His Majesty’s Minister’s despatch No, 290 of the 4th instant. 

‘he “Constitution” is still under discussion, ‘The Reactionary party used it in 
onder to force the Assembly to agree to the foreizn loan, and the Assembly, in making 
their proposal to raise the money locally, stipulated that an indispensable condition was 
the signature by the Shah of the “Constitution,” Such, in. brief, is the present 
state of the movement, ‘The events of the past month perhaps also deserve brief 
mention, 

‘Open hostility on the part of the Reactionaries became apparent towards the end of 
November, when the attitude of the Vezir Durbar became threatening, and it was even 
thought that an attempt would be made to effect « coup aétat in order {o suppress the 
representatives of the people who showed their gradually increasing power by vetoing. the 
proposed joint foreign loan, ‘The Assembly insisted on being consulted, in. the matter 
‘of the loan, by the Shah's Min ‘and called upon the Minister of Finance to, 
place the proposal before them in due torm, which he did on the 18th and 20th of 
November, His account of what passed on these occasions in embodied inn separate 
Memorandu 

‘The British and Russian Ministers wishing to make joint representations to tho 
Vezir Durbar respecting the gravity of the situation cre Fars by the removal of 
Ala-ed-Dowleh and the proposed appointment. of Nayer-ed-Dowleh to succeed. hin, 
made arrangements to meet at his house on the 20th November. Vezir Durbar at this 
interview practically asked for the support of the Uvo Governments against the reform 
party, whieh he described as a handful of intriguers who could he suppressed in. three 
days with the help of the two Logations, ‘Nhe Russian Minister very. clearly explained 
that neither the British nor Russian Governments could take sides; a declaration 
which greatly strengthened the hands of the Reform party who soon heard of the 
discouraging Ianguaze held to their principal enemy, A separate Memorandum is 
inclosed giving an account of this interview, 

The financial side of the question hus been fully dealt with in His Majesty's 

Minister's despatch No. 290 of the 4th instant, 
When the Assembly lind definitely vetoed the proposal of a joint Anglo- Russian 
Joan, a proposal was made to raise an internal loan for the purpose of relieving the 
immediate necessities of the Government, During the last week of November a 
subscription list was circulated by the mercantile Deputies, who talk of forming a 
Persian National Bank, ‘The subseription lists are said. to haye reached the total of 
about 100,001. So far the scheme is only on paper and there seems little likeliliood of 
any practical result forthcoming, 

‘Te Russian Minister has explained to the President of the Assembly, and to his 
clerical and other friends, that his Government ix not at all anxious to lend money to 
Persia; that Russia would rejoice to see the Retorm party strengthened, and that his 

ent has given renewed assurances respecting the integrity of Persia, whose 
y and welfare Russia wishes for, 
iage lias been heli by His Majesty's Minister, 
respect to the proposed internal loan, the Kussian Minister made some 
observations to Haji Sheikh-ur-Reis, a prominent speaser, who, though not a Deputy, 
repeated the Russian Minister's words befire the Assembly on the Ist instant, He 
stated that the Russian Minister had told him that if the peaple of Persia produced the 
money as they now proposed to do, instead of again borrowing from abroad, they 
woul indeed’ be a nation, If however, they tale, then Rusia. would despair of 
them. 
me President of the Assembly, and his followers, who represent the enlightened 
652. 3N 
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‘element in that body, have shown in conversation with Mr. Churchill that they have an 
faceurate conception of the true attitude of both England and Russia at the present 
juncture, ‘The President fully realizes that Persia must either now make a real reform 
jn her administration without external intervention, or, to use hiis own word, * perish.” 

‘he advent of the Valiahd, who seems to be’ greatly mistrusted, and who is 
generally classed with the Reactionaries, ani his probable early accession to the throne, 
fills many with apprehension, On the one hand there is a feeling of satisfuction at the 
rrospeet of such persons as Amir Behadur (Vezir Durbar), Ain-ed-Dowleh (ex-Grand 
Vinier), Sloa-esSultinel, and a lost of others, losing: their present evil influence, and 
perhaps even of their being bled: but, on the other hand, the Valiahd’s character is too 
well known for him to be anything but unpopular, 

4. Hii Nicum-ed-Douleh—The appointment of Nizam-ed-Dowleh as Governor 
of Unmia has at last been cancelled, A telegram has reached the hands of His 
Majesty’s Minister in which the Sadr Azam said to the Valiahd— 


was Governor of Urinia when the missionary was killed, and has started to reeriminate 

And lo make eoinplaints, Consequently, yo will order that Nizam-ed-Dowleh should on 
account make men of the Governorship of Urmin or of the post of frontier 

oftiver there . . .. but restriet his mission to the Goyernorship of Soujboulak alone,” 


5. Gavernorship of In spite of the strong representations made by both the 
Miitisi ancl Russiaty Ministers to the Persian pent, He Alased-Dowiel has been 
dismissed trom the Governorship ot Fars, which remains for the present under a 
Deputy Governor, Khabirel-Dovleh, the Director of Velexraphs, who formerly held 
post at Meshed: aud was. turned out at the instigation of the Russians, 
Siltanch, who had been for some time Vizier to the Valiahid at Tabreea and is 
(eliran, has been asked to proceed to Furs, but he is stil newotinting with regard 
{i tle ShioasesSultaneh's Crown Januls, [tis proposed that the people of Furs should 
Iny them up. for from 250,000. to 300,000 tomans (50,000 to 60,000/) and thus rid 
themselves of the Prince. ‘The Shah is said to hiave told Shoa-es-Sultanch @ week or 
iyo ngo that he vould he well ailvised to take the money and let the Cron lands go, 
‘ts il he waited, w time might come when he would get neither. In the light of present 
fable it would scony that the lutter eventuality, should the Valiahd come to the throne 
shortly, is more than probable. 
G Neieanayion Correspanlents—Mr, Stanhope of the “New York Herald” arrived 
At Peliran at the hexiining of December, aud has already telegraphed Jong accounts 
rogjicetiiye the Shal’s condition and the political situation to his paper. He jriys daily 
) M. Uhurtig, anil has interviewet the Foreign Minister and the President oF the 


raser is reported to be at Meshed on his way to 1 
aud “times of Lndin,”” 
Te Furquoise Mine Coucession—Sheikleal-Mulk, who was employed by Mr. Harey 
AL the Bist Shireen oil wells at a salary of #,000/. a-xenr, aul who is vow uneinployed 
nui a enneession for turquoise aud borax mines in the district of 
Kerman, Me qn vent lirought np by the Assembly, who consider that 
tHoy should be vonsulted in th Of any new Concessions to be granted, 


Meshed. 


J. An exoilus of Jadeeds (Jewish converts to Islam) is taking place. ‘There were 
about 400 families of this community in Meshed, about 100 of rhom have recently 
left for Constantinople, ‘The reason is sald to be that the # Constitution” about which 
so iniich is. being said, will make the clergy more powerful, and the converts ill 
he compelled to hecome Mussulmans in sometling more than name, as they are at 
Jiresent 

2, The ch’s agent in Fériman,a property in Khorassan acqpiired by the 
ex.Grand Vigier, was rep jie Lith November to have gone to Semnan to mect 

way to his estates. 
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$, The Russian Consul-General, M. de Klemm, is*on very friendly terms with 
Major Kenion, On the 17th November, the Russian Consul-General wrote officially to 
Major Kennion about a claim made by a Russian subject against to persons, who are 
said to be Afghans, The Consul-General’s letter ended as follows :-— 


“As affairs relating to the Afghans are in charge of the British Consul-General, I 
have ordered the Russian subject to take the bond to show you and explain matters. 
1 beg you will kindly afford the relief he desires.” 


Turbatei-Haideri. 


1. On the Ist November the first consignment of German goods reached ‘Turbat, 
Tt consisted of some of the worst cigarettes ever manufactured, put up in gaudy boxes, 
by a Dresden firm. 

2, The telezraph-master at Turbat told Captain Keyes that all the linesmen on the 
Meshed-Seistan line fiave now been handed over to the Russians, who pay them. 

3. Two Russian Cossacks for Seistan arrived at Turbat from Meshed on the 
23rd Octaber. They were in charge of several heavy cases said to contain arms and 
ammunition, 

“4. Captain Tyass, whose militant attitude was referred to in the summaries for 
October and November, is reported by Captain Keyes to have taxed him with having 
sent an unfriendly report on him to Tehran, From this Captain Keyes inferred that 
the Russian Minister hiad directed Captain Lyass to refrain from fomenting trouble among. 
the local officials, This is, no doubt, correct as His Majesty's Minister brought. the 
matter to the notice of M. Hartwi 

5, Captain Keyes reports an incident between his Indian eseort and some pilgrims 
from the Province of Azerbaijan, ‘These Azerbaijan Turks are well known to terrorize 
the Khorassanis in all the caravanserais along the pilgrim route, and the natives 
of Sherifiabad, where the incident occurred, were apparently yery pleased that the 
Thdian escort’ severely punished these ‘Turks who had attacked the British Consul’s 
muleteers. 


Birjand. 


misunderstanding 
as Tyass is in Khorasan there is no chance of an Anglo-Russian friendabip. in that 
direction, 

2, Baron Shtodak, the notorions Austrian renegade, who has heen already mentioned 
in previous summaries, has now left Birjand for Meshed. 

3, Captain Watson made « short tour to Kain and back in October, during whieh he 
and his hospital assistant saw 554 patients, 

4, Mr. Carter, who travelled along the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, reports: that 
there seems no doubt that all messages between Meshed and Seistan are tapped at Khat 
and Buniabad, He is, however, sending in a detailed Report. 

5. Captain Watson, and nearly ail the loeal people except the Russian doctor, 
continue to urge the withdrawal of the quarantine posts; but instructions have been 
tent by the Grand Vier that all the stations must continue to be maintained fill 
strength, 


Seistan, 


1, Munitabances-Sultaneh, the Persian Conimissioner sent to Seistan in connection 
vith the troubles of last March, is evidently suspected of being friendly to us, At any 
rate, the Russian Consul in Seistan and the Belgian Customs Director have combined 
Against him, and an insignificant incident between some Persian Cossacks escorting the 
Persian Commissioner and the Postmaster—who is under the Belyians—wwas seize 
upon and apparently somewhat exaggerated. ‘The post-office was closed as well as the 
Castoms office, and many of the employés took sanctuary at the house of a Mujtehed. 








oy 
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‘The Director of Customs subsequently asked His Majesty’s Consul to join him and the 





‘Russian Consul in obtaining the recall of the Commissioner. 


2 M. Dauke 


sty rifles and 9,600 rounds of Martini-Henry ammunition have been forwarded 
lo His Britannic Majesty's Consulate-General at Meshed, ‘These form part of the 
Meslied reserve of arms and ammunition imported into Seistan last August. I received 
@ telegram n short time ayo from His Britannic Majesty's Consul-General, from which 
T understood that these arms were required as soon as possible, ‘The ammunition has 
boon forwuried in the custody of a Persian guard of six ‘serbazes? supplied by the 
Mumtahan-cs-Sultanch, 1 informed him that it was necessary to send a large amount 
of cash to the Viee-Consulate at Birjand, and that « guard’ would be required. After 
nineh consideration, this seemed the most hopeful means of diverting suspicion . 
As understand from n letter received from Captain Keyes that the Cossacks near 
Turbat are on the watel for any suspicious looking packages, it seemed advisable to 
attempt to carry the matter through by guile rather than by a display of force.” 


writ 
































Major Kennion writes on the subject 


“The dispateh of & large number of arms, under another name, by spect 

; xe or of arms, v other name, by special caravan 
was not my suggestion, and if my opinion had been asked, I should not have approved 
of this metiol of sending the 0, 28, 10th November.) 














Kerman, 





Komfaltilived:Dovlet, formerly Karguzar at Mohammerah, has been transferred to 
rman. ‘There is a possibility of his being elected one of the Kerman Deputies for 

the National Assembly, 
2, ‘The Governor-General, Prince Ferman Ferma endeavoured to suppress news 
Assombly, but he could not prevent the clergy from preaching about 







Ispahan, 


‘The Ziles-Sultan hag sent his favourite son, Bahram Mirza, 
to keep him in touch with the Palace, where important events are I 
of the Shuth’s critical condition. 





1 ‘Tehran apparently 
ely to occur in view 








Shiraz. 


1. ‘The Province of Fars is particularly unfortunate. Ala-ed-Dowleh has left, and 
am-es-Sultanch is said to be ‘essor, [twas at first proposed to send Prince 


Aayer-ed-Dowleh, but the Shirazi rofused to accept him, and sent him a telegram ns 
fllows-— 











We are informed hy telegram of your Highness! appoi i 
We are R ppointment as Governor of thi 
rovines but we hinve 40 infrmt you thal bth Veair Maktscon and AlicecDonlsh lost 
their honour here, and so would you. We cannot have three Governors in a single 
Year, and sve camesily beg you to give up the idea of coming here. Do not try in 


aa it may lead (0 trouble for the Government and the nation. We are tired of 














Bam, 





His Majesty's Viee-Consul is convineed that Bam 
‘lich to seek informition about the siiuszel ‘The routes hy which they go are over 
200) miles away, and as they do not nse the earavan routes buc take a direct course 
from (he vonst neross the deserts and jungles to Seistan, it is impossible to. obtain 
information abut them once they have pissed Bap, which fs ten days" journey from 
am. Ht ix comnionly reported that the smugglers stick at no titles, but are well 
ayn anh desperate, ‘They are even said to make a bee-line across the deserts without 
Tesatd to water, Se, and, show their supply of water gives out, to deink earnel's blood 
rather than risk stopping at any place frequented! hy travellers, When His Majesty's 
ViceConsul was travelling throngh Sarva, he found absolutely no traces of a large 





is an unsuitable point from 
































caravan which had passed only a weck or so before. Under these circumstanices, 
the task of watching the vast uninhabited wilds and deserts would be a stupendous 
affair, and is quite beyond the means at ent at the Vice-Consul’s disposal, Tt is 
considered that some place like Saindak, Mirjawa, or Robat would be superior as a base 
for obtaining information regarding the movements of arms smugglers. 























Persian Gulf. 


Koweit. 










1, On the 24th September, news reached Koweit of another tribal quarrel in the 
direction of El Hasa, about two days north-west of Hofhoof. A strong raiding party 
of the Umtair, Elva, Jiblan, &c, tried to raid the Ajman at some wells, It is said that 
some fourteen men were killed, and that as the Ajman had moved from the wells the 
g party were taken at a disadvantage. . 

‘A messenger arrived on the 2th September with costly presents from Bin Saood 
for Sheilh Mubarak, includinga horder, some carpets, and a gold and silver walking 
All this is said have heen looted from Bin Rashid, the late Amir of Nejd, 

















































Lingah. 








1, ‘The Deputy-Governor surmmoned the merchants to select a Representative for 
Tingai, in the Tehran Parliament, 








Mohanmerah, 


1, Sheikh Mobarak arrived at Mobammerah on the 12th October from Koweit, on 
board Sheikh Khazal’s yacht, the “Iran,” and left again after five days, 













Bushire, 










1, ‘The Russian steamer “Tigre” returned from Bussorah on the 19th October: 
2, ‘Die Governor of the Gulf Ports returned on the 18th October from his 
expedition to Dasht. 

3, In obedieiice to, orders received from Tebran, the Governor convened a meetin 
on the 22nd October, in order to get the people to nominate a Deputy to represent 
them at the National Assembly at Tehran, 

4, The Russian steamer © igre” left, Bushire on the 20th October with @ cargo of 
1,000 bales of cotton, and 2,000 lundles of tobacco, belonging to the Société dus Vombic. 

































Tabrees. 















1, Mr. Wratislaw had an 
he communicated to his Highness the assurance of 
Government. ‘The Valiahd expressed his gratitude for the friendship of Great Britain 
i he prized highly, He was, he said, determined to do all in his power to keep it, 
would be his poliey to Hold the balance even between us and the Russians. 
‘uring to general subjects His Imperial Highness complained bitterly of the state of 
things at Tehran, For the last two months, he said, there had been no Government in 
Persia and hie had been left without help or advice in his most. difficult post, "The 
Kurds had become uncontrollable and had recently pushed their raids up to the very 
gates of Urmmia, Continuing, the Prince spoke very nervously of the popular movement 
in Palreez, and of the persistence shown by the Reform Committeein in terfering in 
ailaits which properly concerned the local Government. He had, he said with truth, 
shown the greatest patience in dealing with this matter, He said that Russian subjects 
from the Caucasus were pushing the inhabitants of Tabreer, to do things which they would 
not have thought of doing by themselves, and that he had told the Russian Consul- 
General so. 

2. The relations between Mr. Wratislaw and the Russian Consul-General 
cordial and frank as they might be. ‘Though Mr. Wratisliw has done hi 
(16s. 30 
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co-operate in a friendly way with his Russian colleague, he has fomd very little 
Tesponse, 4 * ae a 
8, The Valiahd left Tabreca on the 4th instant for Tehran intending to arrive in 





éleven days, Hit it is now reported in ‘Tehran that lie will arrive much sooner. His 
Highness Ins already done the journey iu six days on a previous visit to Tehran. 

4. Imam Kuli Mirza has been appointed Governor of Urmia in the place of the 
Nizam-ci-Dowleh, whose appointment vas strongly opposed by the British and United 
Staigs! Legations as reported in another place, Tinam Kuli Mirza, has: already held 
several Governorships in Azerbaijan and. has impressed His Majesty's Consul-General 

voutubly und the appohitment is considered a satisfuctory one, It is reported that he 
will act as Deputy-Goveruor of Tabreez until Nizam-ul-Mulk arrives there from Tehran, 
to take up thie po 

5, Imam Kuli Mirza has obtained a concession giving him the monopoly ot 
navigation on the Sake of Uni, We lately purelasel a steamer for use on t 
‘The Russians are making difficulties with regaed to its transit, though they have allowed 
i into Russia and even as far as the Persian frontier at Julfa, ‘They demand that in 
return for five transit th Hd have the first refsal in ease Limam Kuli Mirza ever 
decided to transter his concession orto enter into partnership, ‘This the concessionaire 

ported fo have refused to do, . . 

6. Mi Writislayy \srites that the Valiald intends to appoint a son of the Zil-es- 
Sultan (presuiably Jellalsed-Dowleli) as Governor-General of Tabreez, after his accession 
to the thro 







































Resht, 


4, Iwas reposted in Resiit that the ex-Grand Vizier had been fines Governor 
ol the Province of Ghilan, This was not actually the case. His Highness had asked 








perniission to 0 to Reaht presumably with the intention of being within casy: reach of 
Lurope ax soon as the Valialil came to the throne, He las now given up the idea in 








comeqnvnce of the thieatent 
news, 

2, ‘The fishermen of Bnzelli have taken sanctuary at the telegraph office, Th 
claim the vight of sellin any fish they cate, inching sturgeon, for whieh a Russian 
firm bias the monopoly, Considerable excitement prevails, even at Tehran, on this 
scorg, especially as under the ex-Graud s administration the royalties for several 
‘Year in advance vere viscountod by the Government, as reported at the time, 
4, Whe Reform purty seem to be strong at Resht, and they were busy during 
Novewber selecting their Deputies for the Tehran Assembly, 

(Signed) —«G.-P. CHUROHILL, 
Acting Oriental Secretary 


attitude of the people of Restit when they heard the 














Tehran, December 6, 1906, 
Jnclosure 2 in No. 309, 


Meniaraniduyn of Conversation belween Sir O, Spring-Rice ani? Naser-ul-Mutk, Minister of 


nance, November 21, 1906. 








‘THK Minister of Fingnew attend at the National Assembly on the 20th instant 
to discuss the proposed Anilo-lRussian Loan. 

He sai that hy was closely questioned by the Members of the Assembly as to the 
propnsed loan, but refused to communicate the text of the projected Agreement without 
the authority of his Government, but he explained its provisions. AS to the guarantee 
Nie said that ft was the same as that oF provions loans, upon which they demanded the 
production of previous foun eontracts, ‘This he again refused todo, not being authorized 
to by his Government 

“With: te 10 the terms of the loan, he said that they were favourable to the 
Persian Governments ant such as the Persian Government could yell accept. He was 
askell whether there were any secret conditions. He sepliod inthe negative, He was 
askell whcthir the Government bait told him to say uo. He answered that if the 
Government told fini to say au untratl he weal resign, apon whie applauded and 
said they believed him, ‘They asked him what the noitey was req id he read 
them v slatement, When lig came to thy expenses of the at 
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want an army, let it go home,” 
future but for the past, 

‘When he came to the expenses of the Court there was a general howl of indignation, 
and many uneomplimentary remarks were made about the Vezir Durbar (Minister of the 
Court) who, they said, had’ money enough, already stolen from the Government, 

He told them that he was not himself in favour of a foreign loan, but. that te 
Government must have money. They said they would give it, and various offers were 
made, One man, a student, said he hind sold his books, and produced 5: tomans, 
which was all he had, and which he offered to the Government, 

Very little onder was kept, several persons speaking at once, ‘The Assembly at: in 
Tons on the ground in a eirele, ‘There were about 100 spectators present, including the 
three great Mujtelieds, who took an active part in the proceedings, hey were all very 

and respeetfil to him personally, and listened attentively to his explanations, Bue 
there was no doubt whateyer nig was intensely hostile to a foreign loan, not 
from any anti-foreign sentiment, but from distrust and even hatred of the Government, 
especially the Minister of the Court, 

Saad-eil-Dowleh took little part in the proceedings, which were mainly conducted 
by insignificant members, who showei striking ignorance, 

His impression was that the whole movement was organi 
Kept in the background, and who, he thinks, have-in view a foreign loan from anion 
souree, from which they hope to gain advantage. He mamtained, however, that in the 
present state of public’ opinion even a small foreign loan would be a difficult matter to 
pull through, and for the present, at any rate, a large Anglo-Russian loan was quite out 
of the question, 

His opinion was that the situation might: change when the people, especially tho 
merchants, realized what vas a fact, hint it was impossible to raise money in Pers 

He was also asked several times: whether it woul Ge possible to make. Persia 
solvent, and lie replied that it was of course possible if financial refornis were introduced, 
So large a country as Persia could easily support a debt of. 3,000,001 or 1,000,000 
They said, « We will raise this money ourselves; wo will pay off the foreign debt; wo 
will build railways; we will organize the country.’ Ie reminded them that the present 
necessity was to pay’ off the immediate Hiailities and the expenses. of introducing 
reforms. They seemed to be convinced that they casld do this for themselves, and. he 
left the Assembly with the conviction that an aitenpt, which vas doomed to thilate, 
would be! made to float an internal tom, When the failure has been made clear the 
Situation, might possibly change, but at the present moment lie thinks thers is nothing 
more to be don 


He explained that the money was not required for the 







































d by a few Toners, who 










































(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL, 
Acting Oriental Secretary. 






Tnclosure 3 in No, 809, 


Memorandum, 


Minuites of Meeting held at House of Amir Behadur, Minister of the Court, 
November 20, 1906, 


Present : 





Amir Bohadur, Minister of the Court: 
Sir Cecil Spring-Rice, accompanied by Me. Chuvehil, 
M. Hartwig, aceompanied by M, Barmowsky: 





SIR CECIL SPRING-RICE, havin 





introduced the subject of Fars, M. Hartwig 
made a long statement respecting the dismissal of Alwed-Dowlehi from the post of 
Govertior-General of that province, which was only partly: translated by M, Baranowsky, 

M, Hartwig dwelt on the friendly rolati h now existed hetween the British 
and Russian Governments, and hich led him ond the. British Minister to mike a joint 
representation on a su deeply: interested both their G ts, whose 
yolley aimed af the support of Persia, nade dlicse representations to him as they 
new he had the hest interests of His Majesty the Shah at heart, and was (rustel by 













































the Shab in whose confidence they knew he was. THe then lay stress upon the unpleasant 
consequences whieh might lie expected to follow thie recall of Ala-ed-Dowleh from Fars 
and the appointment of bis Hizbness Nayer-ed-Dowleh to succeed him. Neither the 
Russiny) or British Governments desired in any way to interfere in the internal affairs of 
Persia, lint when their interests, as well as those of the Persian Government, were 
menaced, ax would he the ease if these proposals were carried out, it was their duty to 
point out the facts to His Majesty the Shah. 

Amir Bohidur expressed faction at the aderstanding between Russia 
anid England which he felesure would lead to the prosperity and maintain the integrity 
Of Persia, He spoke at some length on the friendly sentiments existing between the 
three Savereigis, their m \l for the necessity of their Ministers being likewise 
nimated by friendly feelin she said, could not do wrong. With regard to the 
Goyeriorshipyvol Fats the Shah required Uke Services of the Ala-ed-Dowleh ina more 
fnipiortant provings al the pr tan Fars—namely, in Azerbaijan—where 
the Government iad to deal vith very: dificult frontier questions, and where a strong 
man was necessary, He was inno way disgraced, but his activity was to be transterred 
tow now sphere. He added that he could take no steps oficially ‘water although 
he was Minister of the Court, but was willi esent the views of the two Ministers, 
who had done him the honour to call upon him, to His Majesty his master, 

My, Hartaig: insisted on the evil effects likely to arise from the proposed appoints 
ment of Nasereil-Dowsleh, who had niot distinguished himself ax Governor-General of 
Khorasan or as Governor of Teliran, On the other hand, Ala-ed-Dowleb, who had 
only heen in Shiraz a few months, hid proved himselt to be a eapable Governor, and 
iad heen able to restore order in the province, 

Ainir Behadur said that Ala-ed-Dowteh could easily be replaced by: an even better 
Governors the Shab bad many servants, Tt was not necessary to send Nayer-ed- 
Dose, but Ala-eieDowle iad alle, anid he must obey the Shal’s orders. 

M. Hartwig: (alter consult ©. Spr :) observe! that the principal 
anaicty ol the two Governments in this mattor was the maintenanee of order in. Fars. 
‘hey did aot wish to interfere in the internal alfairs of the country, but to insure 
tianquillity. and ood government in Fars, ‘They therefore did uot insist on the 
elution there of Alaei-Dowle, although, in their view, he seemed the most capable 
nan thr the posts but all they: insisted on was the tranquillity of Fars which, they felt 
slire, would slot be insured if Nayer-ed-Dowleh were sent. 

Amie Beludue said Ma-ed-Dowleh had his faults, and was not such a good 
Governor as they supposed, {t would ie easy to send a much better man to replace 
Hin, but the Shirwaiy must wot refuse to receive him as they had refused Nayer-ed- 




































































































the people who wished 
outside, lie thought the country I 
order withiy tlre days. IP the (vo Gosernments were really: animated by sincere 
friendship for Persia, us they professed, the two Legations: would nov—at the time 
OL heed assist the Shah's Government, This support was one ot the principal 
jiecessitivs at the present junctire fur the restoration of order, 

Mi. Hartwie suid that they were merely spectators, and. conld not take sides one 
yon theotlier. If they did so the people would preach in the mosques that the 
Government had sold the country to foreizners, who were now assisting to oppress 
them, Buti? the people caine to them with th ances they must listen to them, 
‘avid would represent their petitions to.the Shali’s Goyerument, The system of bast,” 
‘hich hal existed trons antiquity, could not he iynores 

Annie Behadur stronsly protested tat the Government was not so weak as these: 
rennarks implied ‘y Persian wasn soldier, and that they did not care what the 
peuple said fn the moses’ HE they took rel 
there—the Government did ot fear the people, bur only the £ 
really trignully, they would help the Goyernnient to prevent disorders by not supporting 
the inaivontents. 

M, Hartwig reiterated that the tye Ls 
sywveta 






med very quic 



















































ations couli! not interfere, and were onl; 
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Amir Behadur: “You are fencing with me diplomatically, and r i 

the point I raise—(laughing) I do not understand there tactics? ee 
Reverting to the main issue and the Shoa-es-Sultaneh’s connection with the 

Proposed appointment of Nayer-ed-Dowleh, M. Hartwig said he had heard it rumoured 

that the Shoa-es-Sultaneh had given such difficult instructions to the Nayer-ed-Dowleh, 

with regard to the conduct he should pursue respecting the Shoa-es.Sultaneh’s interests 

in that province, that the Nayer-ed-Dowleh had stated that it would be difficult for him 















Ainir Behadur denied the trath of th's rumour, but promi y 
; , but promised to Iny the fuels befo 
His Majesty the Shak, and oven gave his word’ that Nayer-ed-Donlch woull not be 
anpointed Governor-General o! Fars, ‘They did. not tell the Shah about the condition 
Fars as the doctors did uot wish ts Majesty to be troubled with airs of State 
The Shah dill not know thet Als-ed-Dovlch Had made any dificulties ahout obeying his 
M, Hartwig laid stress on the urgeney of the ease, and said they i 
ig D r had received 
reports that the people of Shiraz again contemplated taking sametuanjpat the British 
Consulate It was pity that a change of Governors nas to take place at such a 
ioment, and the result might be a revolt in Fars, the news of fight bev 
i fone al hen it reacted : Re ate ieee oe ee 
Amir Behadur: ‘The news of 100 revolts would not trouble His Majesty as. mucl 
& themews that one of his servants had refused to obey hiv orders” en ee 
(Signed) GP. CHURCHILD, 
Acting Oriental Seoretarvs 




















(42984) No, 310, 






































©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey, 


) 

Seal Fe ee eae ‘Fehran, November 21, 1906, 

hong nntinuation of my immediately preceding Commercial despatch have the 

Vonour to transmit herewith eopy of Memorandum whieh [have xeecived front Is 

Majesty's Consul-Genoral at Bishire containing observations. on Mr. Noweoncitn 
ade Report, and also a despate! is esty’s Cc i 

rule Heport, and also lespateh from Is Majesty’s Consil at Bundor Abs on the 


—(Received December 24.) 





(No. 38. Commer. 
si 








I have, ke, 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
ee 

Tnclosure 1 in No, 310. 








Remarks on Mr. Neweomen's Trade Report. 


Preliminary, 





TWO preliminary considerations suggest themselves: 
. Mr. Neweomen’s investigations were mainly direeted to the promoti 
Anglo-Indian trading relations with South-Basteen Persia; his Repost cannot then 
0 regard to all aspects of British commerce 
whole, although, of course, many statements and recommendations made by kim are 





















n suc 2 ot alvways able to viow quest 
Ieesely the ste light ay Mr. Neweomen, Tain of opinion that im his eompreliensiv 
anil suggestive Report we nre provided with an esposition of the eonditions of trale 
at present existing, and of the reasonable commercial potentialities of the future, 
which i pein valuable at the present juncture. 

1682] 
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Detailed Remarks. 


‘Turning to the Report itself, T venture to offer the following d 

The Tene eo ‘of the Bushire Consulate-General in itself affords some 
comment, and on certain points brings Mr, Neweomen’s remarks up to date. 

Th it the ntinued deerease in the imports into Bus! accounted for 
chief reason for it, however, is, T feel sure, the gre: pettus given to smut gling! 
the introduction of the present heavy Tariff, Short of an elaborate system of co 
seuard, it is dificult to see ow this sta ‘can be effectively remedied 
h 1 reversion to a less oppressive Tariff, 

» a will Te noticed Trina Rie ‘Trade Report that Mr. 
increase in the import of Tndiaa sugar has been fully j 
nf 1905-1900, whieh show ‘ise at Ine of thes fs sl bipmaents from 
der Abbas, however, a parallel inerease is not apparent. r 
NY ate me aa era promising future Oe this commodity 
Vigorously pushed, Both in Pers as well as on the Arab Coast the natives 
iown th extremely suspicious of Buropean sugar, and. fanciful stor 
tails af the process hy whieh it is refined —such as the admixture 
of bullock blood or injurious drugs: rendily believed, and haye the elteet of 
immediately throwing: the particular sugar into disfavour. 
acl allixed to the bales, or cirent 





















Seveomen's anticipation of an 
istified by the Bushire fi 
1, to US88, 












sliown  Uiemsel 






















onventently promoted ee 
View-Consitl hins been posted at Bam. Prom his 
10 foreizn competition 

oports th appears that T | little or no foreign eompe 
Three hut WHE the plice is connected by: teleéaph witle Kerman and Bunder Abbas, 
ni communieations.are sifor, any speedy’ pros : 
aera alarc hands Riser Gonsiiate tine bron created at. Bander Abbas by 
M, Ovsconki, T have’ reason to believe that this measure was undertaken by: the 
i vernynent in spite oF the opinion express by fhe, Rusia n Consul: Genera 
AV Bushiive andl other Russians of loctl experience to the effeet that no commercial 
ae eetttations {usted ite the measure: must therefore be regarded asa purely 
moves and tle Russian Representative seems to have employed himself 
to in maine trouble for owe Consul with the local customs and in 
Supilyin the aiative press with “copy caleulstel to prejudice the interests of 

Ourselves or those friendly to us. 

Mr, Newermin inslaners the insular Repo 
tated Line Anypire as motels for our inita 
ae t nate of thesy Reports, I would sug 
inong British Consular officers in Persia 





































ts of the United States and tt 
ne If His Majesty's For 
azest that $01 
for their 


















went of a Commercial 
troduction of 







1 turges the need for the appoi 
to Adis Majesty's Legation at Teliani. Tam) aware that the 
¢ Govern 
‘Voli, whose duty it would he to. hia 
histingers? ends sind to plaee them i 
sentafiye, is considered to he open to objection; 
hove is uo reason why: British Indian commerce alone sh 
tothe need for special commercial represeutation in Pe 
ment, he no aimnuer of doubt, However trea 
nh aipon its Consular ofeses that, om 
national importinee as our political interests; tha 
former, and However ansious individual Constr offic abate 
Servo tie host interests af their country, whetlor commercial or Is the conser: 
fio ean out over that polities fosyess nore attretion for the average Cons 
ti Diplomatic aiieer tur eotnayeree, sk that water Kudos.” and hight rewards 
ne to be won fi the fie of the one thi Tr is consequently: almost 
nevitable that, in Ho shsenew of whit stim 













1 and polit 
it hefore His Majesty's 
as commerce is ennceniel, 
¢ should he represented 
sia, there can, in my ju 
Government ana 
re af just as much 
in fact, the latter follow o 
nthe abst 























































































Trave indulgence for expressing the belief that this human factor is a constant 
‘one, and has equally to be reckoned with whether the case in point be His Majesty's 
Legation in Tehran or our humblest Vice-Consulate in the country, 

T am convinced that the most effective correction to this will be found in the 
gathering of the strings of British trade into the hands of one central authorit 
whether he he an officer atfached to His Majesty's Legation or otherwise located, 
Such an officer would be in direct and constant communication with all our Consular 
officers in Persia, and from his comprehensive standpoint would have his hand upon 
all the radiating pulses of commerce throughout Persia. Thus situated, an expert 
functionsry with his heart in his work would be in 




































en, it is, T fear, vain to assume that 
systematically supervised or opportunities. taken 
re Tt for Government to consider whether our 
importance to warrant such a course, 
bureau referred fo on the same page, it is, T think, within 
ty’s Lexution, from Colonel Stewaui’s reports: that the 
ana has hitherto been quite barren of restlt, 
n of 4 road! and teluzraph line hetween Binder Abbas and Kerman 
Tins licen dealt with separately by Mis Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abbas, whose 
obscrvntions under this head I Tully indorse, 

Sie Nowsomen’s remarks on the inseeurity of te rods sil unfortunately hold 

‘The cable has now been exrried to Bunder Abbas, 

The complaints against the “ Relement” have heen much less frequent this y 
owing to the moro conciliatory attitude of thie Director. 

egal imposts at Bunder Abbas have been dealt with by the Consul. Co 
pressurv has been brought both on the Local and Central’ Gov 
their abolition, but so fur without success. Att 
to collect the nt 
niles, 











of His Maj 
simple room instituted at Ki 
‘he quest 
























stant 
mnients fo. insure 
npts are now Veing made in Shiraz 
hed Rahdari tax under the more insidious form of poll tax on 


















© Shif road has now been closed by the Govern 
of its insecurity, Tt is probable, liowever, that in. ta 
animated by the desire to tax the muleteors with greater 
by the land route, 

‘The “Hawal Bashi" question which has given rise to so much dificult 
Bushire is prominently before tho public at present and will ho made the sub 
separate report. Suffice it to say here tat the question is a very complex one 
involving a number of conflicting interests, 

inerease in import of Russian piece-goods has heen ste 
1005 thie total value of the Bushire imports was 11,8730. as 





+. nominally ow account 
this measure he is mainly 
ity on entering Busine 


















maintained In 
igainst 59701, inthe 












ence to Mr. Neweomen’s list of suggestions for the improvement of 
ties, T need only remark that the first four appear to me to be to the point 
nd are generally in accordance with my own views, so far as they are feasible, ‘There 
ran be no doubt that Mr, Neweomen is right in saying that communications are the 
rux of commerce in Persia, and that the road from Bunder Abbas to. Kerman, the 
construction of which lie recommends, would greatly facilitate access to the markets 
in which British trade has most chance of maintaining a predominate position, In 
this connection, Mr. Neweomen’s main point, would scem to. be that we have not 
taken dae advantage in the south of Persia of the opportunities afforded us by Iussian 
act the north. 


The remainder of the suggestions detailed in 
special remark from me. 





















seem to call for no 





: P. Z, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 






Bushiires October 27, 1904 


























de mon Gouvernement, et il serait & désirer si M, Hartwig voudrait bien attendre 
Jusqu' ce que son college Anglais soit mis en demeure de connaitre les yues de Sir 
E, Grey. 

Veuillez, &e. 
(Sign) A. NICOLSON. 
















Inclosure 8 in No. 311. 


M. Istolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Mon cher Ainbassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 4 (17) Décembre, 1906. 

LLB principe fondamental des instructions que nous avons données & M. de Hartw 
ds le début des négociations au sujet de Tavance commune a faire aux Persans, étant 
@agir en parfaite harmonie avec son colldgue d’Angleterre, je pensais qu'il était 
superflu de Jui donner des indications complémentaires & cet égard; mais, puisque 
yolls micn avez, exprimé le désir, je m’empresse de lui expédior par télégraphe des 
ordres dans le sens de yotre lettre. 























Votre bien dévoué, 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY, 








{43210} No. $12, 


Sir @. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—( Received December 26.) 
(No, 876.) 
(Polographie,) ‘Tehran, December 26, 1906, 
TUSSTAN Ministor and [had a conversation to-day, and ¢ame to the following 









fnst the loan, but Valiahd: and. 
eo anil throw the 















wing that th 
tainty: as to whether the adyance will be or forees, the two banks 10 
vestriel their advances to merchants, and this ey s the idea that we are 
cndeavouring (0 foree the Government into accepting the loan in opposition to the 
popular will, 

If seems advisable to us that the Sadr Azam should be officially informed by the 
two Governments that tle offer of an advance is withdrawn, and that publicity should 
ho given to this intimation, If this is not. dono the two Legations may be accused of 
providing the Persian Government with funds for the suppression of the reform 
movement, 






















































(43211) No. 313. 


Sir . Spring-Rive to Sir Ridward Grey.—(Receivei? December 26.) 







B Tehran, December 26, 1906, 
SSIAN Minister to-day informed me that the Shah has expressed his 
predilection for the Valiahi’s eldest son (by a concubine) as future Vatiahd. 1 
Vaiahd himself, when his father dies, will almost certainly nominate his second son, 
Awhlose mother was P ‘wlio lu lias always regarded as his he 

Me Mts ‘would be desirable that the two 
should, in aecordane 
the present Vatiahd. 





























vernments 








with pre 








(Confidential) 

‘he anxiety of the Rus 
partly accounted for hy the 
Dit T presmne that the preved 










Legation that the second son should be recognized is 
act that he has been brouglit up by a Russian tutor, 
OF 1834, 1848, and 1552 will be followed. 




























43258) No. 814. 
ir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 27.) 
(No. 830.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, December 22, 1906. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 821 of the 16th instant, I have the honour to 
transinit herewith copy of a letter which T have addressed to M. Isvolsky relative to his 
in the event of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh making 4 formal 

, no difficulty should be made to meeting 





Excellency's proposals that, 
demand for the payment of the joint advan 





his wishes, and also that the Valiahd should be made acquainted with the question of a 


loan to the Persian Government. 


Thave, &e. 


(Signed), NICOLSON. 





Inclosure in No. 314, 


Sir A. Nicolson to M, Isvolsky, 









Mon cher Ministre, Saint-Pétersboury, le 9 (22) Décembre, 1908. 

EN réponse Ia lettre que vous avez bien voulu miadresser le 2 (15) courant, 
relative & Vavanee au Gouvernement Persan, mon Gonyernement pense qu'il serait 
peut-étre mieux si les deux Légations & Tehéran continuent a observer Vattitude de 













réserve qulelles ont jusqu'iei adoptée & co sy 
Si le Mouchi 
examiner s1 proposi 
moment; et il nons paral 
financidre vu qu'il ad 
s financibres, 








i eu. tenant compte des circonst 
plus prudent de ne py 





i pana 















Assemblée avec le 
roonstances ‘unc 

Vavis de mon Gouverne 
espire que vous part 


ouvernement semble tonjours Fre nn pow ind 
itude de complote réserve de la part des deux Lé 
plus prudente, 












Gigné 








mnt 


n en Perse en ce qui concerne les fonctions ot les roll 


z-cette manibre do voir, ot eroyez-moi, fe. 
. NICOLSON, 











ead-Dowleh nous fait une demande formelle, nous pourrions alors 

ter dice 
Valialid de Vopération 
ji ew des entretiens avee une députation de l’Assembléo 


snyjet 


ns de 
ot dias ces 
lions sorait, 





(43210) No. 315, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, 


TAM 











Foreign Office, December 27, 1900, 
ected by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith di 
of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran,” recommending th: 


pher 


the Persian 


Grand Vizier should be officially informed that His Majesty's Government and the 





v to Porsi 





Russian Government withdraw their offer of a joint adv 


Sir Edward Grey proposes, if Mr. Secretary Morley concurs, to ask the views of 


the Russian Government on this proposal, informing th 
‘agree, 10 approve the course suggested by the two Minister 








Tam, &e. 
E. GORST, 


(Signed) 


em that we are prepared, if they 








(43211) No. 316. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 27, 1906, 





TAM directed by Se Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you he 
of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Tehrant relative to the de: 
heir by the Valiahd on his accession to the throne of Persia, 








+N 


owith di 






0, 819, 





cyplier 


an 
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’s opinion, that the Valishd will name 
jah for the designation of the eldest, and, 
s Goverment were to taise an objection 


the withdrawal of our offer, if too definitely announced, might give an excuse to the 
Persian Government to apply elsewhere for assistance, fhe two Governments should, if 
they agree to the proposal to withdraw their offer, give carefal consideration to the 
question of the time and mode of intimating that fact to the Persian Government. We 
hold that the door should be left open for # resumption of negotiations, 

It is always possible that the proposed National Bank may form an allianee with 
a German bank, 


tis almost certain, in Sir C. Spring-Ri 
his second son in spite of the desire of the 
in these circumstances, i 
it would probably not rec 

Sir Rdvward Grey agcordingly proposes, subject to Mr.See . 
to authorize Sir C. Spring-Rice to recognize asheir, on behalf of His Majesty's Govern 
niet, the Prines so designated by the Valiahd on his accession, on condition that his 
Russian eolloague n ilar instructions. 




































Tom, &. 
(Signed) ’ E. GORST. 









(43612) x 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 29.) 





(43396) No, 317. 





No, 380. Secret.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehvan, December 29, 1906. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN advance. My telegram No. 376. 
‘Phe Shali’s health has again improved, but the Valiahd now holds the Regeney. 
is regarded by the Russians as their creature, and they now seem less i 
ith us in this country. ‘Their object, in suggesting’ that we should \ 
ulrasy our joint offer of a loan, may be to clear the ground for separate action on 
their own part 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 

(No. 842.) 
St, Petersburgh, December 24, 1900. 

WII reference to my despatch No, $30 of the 22nd instant, I haye the honour 
to inclose hivrewith copy of a note which T have re M. Isvolsky, relating 
to the instructions which have beon sent to the Rus ister at ‘Tehran as to 
the attitude which he should adopt in regard to the joint advance to the Persian 
Government, 

























T have, &e, 


(Signed) COLSON. 








(43634) No, 821, 





Tnelosure in No. 317. 





M, Isvolsky to Sir A. Nicolson, 























3) BY Tehran, December 29, 1906. h 

\GLO-RUSSIAN advance 

hiv clause in the Constitution which lays down the principle that. control of the | 
should be in the lands of the Assembly has apparently been accepted by 

the Valiahd. ‘Lhe probability is, therefore, that. the Government will obtain. popular | 

sanction before applying for the advance, and our offer ean therofore bo left as it 

stands at present, 





Mon cher Ambassadeur, Saint- Pétershourg, le W0 (28) Decembre, 1906. 
M, DE HARTWIG ane télégraphie que, se rangeint & Yopinion de son eolldgue 
Ang! il croit prétérable, vis los circonstances actuelles, de sabstenir de tous 
pourparlers avee le Valinhd sur ty question de Vavance. 

Puisqiie vous mo faites savoir dans votre: lettre da 9 que le Gouvernement 
Anglais partage ce point de vue, je donne par télégraphe & notre Ministre & Téhéran 
Vordre do ng pas toucher 2 cette question dans ses entretiens avec le Régent et de 
continuer 4 agir comme ayant en parfaite harmonie avee Sir ©. Spring-Rice, 

Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) ISVOLSKY, 



























(43210) No. 22, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 















(No, 463.) 

(Telograph 
JOIN'D advance to Persia. 

ir ©, Spring-Rice's telegram No, 876 of the 26th instant, You may inform the 

Russian Government that we are prepared to withdraw the offer if thoy agree to do so. 


[43473] No, 318. 
Sir A. Nicolson (o Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received December 28.) 















Foreiyn Office, December 29, 1906. 




















(No. 815.) 
(etexraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, December 28, 1900. 
WITH reference to Sir C, Spring-Riee'’s telegram No, 376 respecting the joint 
aulyance to ie Persian Goverument, before approaching the Minister for Foreign 
‘Affairs in regard to. the proposil to inform the Persian Goverument officially that the 
two Goverimicits withdraw their offer, [will await your instructions. T anticipate that 
M, Isvalsky will observe that if our offer wore withdrawn the Persian Government would 
be compelled by financial pressure to apply for assistance to Germany, whose conditions 
might be of a fature whieh both of us would cousider inconvenient. 









































(43632) No. 323. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received December 30.) 





















(No. 316.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, December 30, 1906, 
WITH reference to Sir C. Spring-Rico's telegram No. 380 respecting the Persian 






























(43485) No. 319. suceession, M. Isvolsky cold me two days ago that he wished to act with us in the matter, 
and he would speak to me again on the subject after he had been able to look up 
Sir'G. Spring Rice to Sir Edward! Grey.—(Received December 28.) ioe ts. He mentioned to me that he had received a telegram from the Russian 
(No. 870.) Minister on the question of the second son of the Valiadh being designated as heir, 
(Telegraphic He Tehran, December 28, 1906. 





MY telegram g advance, 
Russian Minister and 1 Nave come to the eonclusi 
Uicertainty of the present political situation, and in antic) 















































(43633) BRE 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Received December 30.) 


(No, 317.) 
‘legraphic.) _P. St. Petersburgh, December 30, 1906. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 463 respecting the joint loan to Pers 
possibly, you may prefer, in yiew of Sir C. SpringRice’s telegrams Nos. 380. and 
381, that | shontd await apy qhservations which M, Iscolsky may make to me respec 
the withtrawal of our offer; and diat Pshould not initiate the question, 














(43794) 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received December 31.) 


Sir, India Offier, December 29, 19906. 
IN reply to Sir B, Gorst’s letter of the 27th instant relative to the designation 
of an heir by the Valiahd on his suecession to the throne of Persia, 1am directed to 
say that y Morley cones in Sir E. Grey's proposal to authorize 
© Spring of His Majesty's Goyermnent, to rweognize as heir the 
Print sp desi Vatinhid on his’aceession, on condition that his Russian 
colleague Fe 






















: Foo, on Nie 












1 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE, 





No, 826. 


(43786) 


Sir (. Springs Rice to Sir Hivearil Gren.— (Received December 31.) 


je Tehran, December 31, 1906. 

PORSLAN succession, My tolegrim No, 377. 

‘Vho Russian Minister is pressing for a reply as to whether, in the event of the 
(ail he is worse again), Ewill jotir him in recognizing as heir to the 

‘nice! whom the prsout. Valini fos as his successor. Am. T 

to ilo soe 














No. 327. 





spriny- Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received December 31.) 


(Polegraphie) P. Tehvin, December 31, 1900. 






ALY taleges No: 





lowing seat to Ly 
gram No, 20, Secret. Seistan escort. 

© Permission to inerease escort was given in August last, but situation hasaltercd 
sinew then: At prosint ouy contention is that there should He no change of the status 
yuo poriding our negotiations with Russia, We might doubtless justify the proposed 
Stop on tho ground that we are not actually increasing: the present number of the 
escort, but L think it would be better, to avoid the possibility of any misunderstanding, 
to leave things as they aro unless the Home Government’ issues’ instructions to. the 
contrary.” 


onlay: 
























ie) No, 328, 


Sir-C. Spring-Rice to Sir Bitcard G: i 
Sir Edward Grey.— (Received Dec 

oe *y.— (Received December 31.) 
Telezraphic) P. 
AIY telegram No. 288 of the 18th October, 

Kacun irgation scheme. 
ie advantages of the Diteh scheme have again be 
Netlierlund Minister. He says: that both the Dentin Gon 


favour it, and that it would} 
gu 2 and that i woul har the acleme’ of the 


[replied that no instructions bi 
through the London Foreign Office, 





Tehran, December 31, 106, 





ment and the Shei 
Germans, who, he say e 








al reached me, and that lieshould make appl 





(43786) No. 329, 


Rae Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 








i 

graphic.) P, 
,__.}OU may act as sug 
Persian succession, 





Horeign Office, Decener 31, 1906. 
No, 852 of towlay with regard to tle 





stad in your telegram 














(43848) No. 330, 
2 Sir Edward Grey (0 Siv C. Spring- Rive, 
(Telographic)) P - , 
SERA escort Your tehagram No. 283 of as POLARS 
feloged HdieOted derstand tint th tau eowsey o> ysis rofor tn, your 





of the 23rd Deo 
gust. If this 





the escort last a 


: e the ton men who were added. to 
question, 


is correct, ny clango in tho status quo iy in 

























































